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Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection

PROPOSAL FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Date: July 13, 2015

Working Title of Act: DATCP Rulemaking Authority — Changes to Investigative Cost
Reimbursement.

Statute affected by action: Ch. 93 Stats.

Description of action:

This action amends s. 93.20(1), Stats., adding timeshares, future service plans, rental cars,
regulation of foreclosure consultants, and self-service storage facilities to the list of laws for
which the department may seek reimbursement of investigation costs.

Plain-language description of what the action will accomplish:

This change adds timeshares, future service plans, rental cars, self-storage facilities, and
regulation of foreclosure consultants to the laws that the department can seek reimbursement of
investigation costs. This change is narrowly tailored because the department will only be able to
seek investigation costs for matters that it is authorized to investigate.

Relationship of this action to any relevant federal laws or regulations:

There is no relationship to relevant federal laws or regulations.

Fiscal effect on WDATCP:

This change will have a positive fiscal effect on the department, expanding the department’s
ability to seek reimbursement of investigation costs.

Statutory changes:

SECTION 1. 93.20 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:
Definition. In this section, "action" means an action that is commenced in court by, or on

behalf of, the department of agriculture, trade and consumer protection to enforce chs. 88, 91 to

100, ex-126, 136, 344, 704, 707, or 846.
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1 AN Act ...; relating to: reimbursement of costs for certain enforcement actions
@ by the department of agriculture, trade and consumer protection.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

This bill expands the type of enforcement actions in which a court may order
Sl a defendant to reimburse the department of agriculture, frade and consumer *
protection (DATCP)for its costs iﬁ%urred in preparing and prosecuting the action,.to 7
include actions rel,afing to future serviceplans, rental vehicles, self—service storage
facilities, time shéres, and foreclosure’consultants. Current law allows a court to
make such an order only iny actions /relating to drainage “of lands, ‘farmlaﬁd??
{ presérvation, certain marketing and trade practices, and agricultural producet
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' For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do

enact as follows: e areked by QOIS Uengin Agb
3 SEcTION 1. 93.20 (1) of the statutea@xmended to read:
4 93.20 (1) DrrmNiTION. In this section, “action” means an action that is

5 commenced in court by, or on behalf of, the ‘department of agriculture, trade and
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History: 1991 a. 39; 1993 a. 213; 1995 a. 216; 2001 a. 16; 2009 a. 28.
SECTION 2. Initial applicability.

4 (1) This act first applies to actions commenced on the effective date of this

@ subsection(.... [LRB inserts date].

6 (END)
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1 AN ACT to amend 93.20 (1) of the statutes; relating to: reimbursement of costs
2 for certain enforcement actions by the Department of Agriculture, Trade and

3 Consumer Protection.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

This bill expands the type of enforcement actions in which a court may order
a defendant to reimburse the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer
Protection (DATCP) for its costs incurred in preparing and prosecuting the action,
to include actions relating to future service plans, rental vehicles, self-service
storage facilities, time shares, and foreclosure consultants. Current law allows a
court to make such an order only in certain other DATCP enforcement actions.

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 93.20 (1) of the statutes, as affected by 2015 Wisconsin Act 55, is

amended to read:
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93.20 (1) DEerINITION. In this section, “action” means an action that is

7 commenced in court by, or on behalf of, the department of agriculture, trade and
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consumer protection to enforce ehs. ch. 88, 89, 91 to 100, exr 126, 136, 344, 704, 707,
or 846.
SECTION 2. Initial applicability.
(1) This act first applies to actions commenced on the effective date of this
subsection.

(END)
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Thanks,

Mary Pfotenhauer

Attorney
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P.O. Box 2037 .
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