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2015 WISCONSIN ACT 356

AN ACT to renumber and amend 6.47 (4);to amend 6.47 (2);andto create 6.47 (1) (am) 5., 6.47 (4) (b), 19.35
(2) (am) 2m., 66.0504 and 165.68 of the statutdsting to: creating a program to protect the confidentiality of
addressefor victims of domestic abuse, sexual assault, or stalking; providing an exemption frogemcyeule
proceduresand requiring the exercise of rule—making authority

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in ual making the request resides in the shetiea state
senate and assembly, do enact as follows: mentsigned by amuthorized representative of a domes
tic abuse victim service provider @r sexual assault
SecTion 1. 6.47 (1) (am) 5. of the statutes is created Victim service provider under sub. (1) (am) 4. that is dated

to read: within 30 days of the date of the request. A physically
6.47(1) (am)5. An individual who is a participant in ~ disabledindividual who appears personally at thiéoef
the program established in s. 165.68. of the municipal clerk accompanied by another elector of
SECTION 2. 6.47 (2) of the statutes is amended to this state may designate that electomtake a request
read: underthis subsection on his or her behalf.
6.47(2) Except as authorized in su#), the board, SeEcTION 3. 6.47 (4) of the statutes is renumbered
eachmunicipal clerk, eachgent designated under s. 6.33 6.47(4) (a) and amended to read:
(5) (b), and each election fafial shall withhold from 6.47(4) (@) Except as provided_in pén) andsub. (5),

publicinspection under s. 19.35 (1) the name and addresst confidential listingunder sub. (2) expires on the date
of any eligible individual whose name appears on a poll thata protective order expires, the date that the protected
list or registration list if the individual provides the individual ceases taeside in a sheltethe date that
municipalclerk with a valid written request to protect the updatednformation is received from a shéyithe chief
individual’s confidentiality To be valid, a requesinder of apolice department, or a district attorney or the autho
this subsection must be accompanied byy of a pro rizedrepresentativef a sherif, chief, or district attorney
tectiveorder that is in ééct, an didavit under sub. (1)  orat the end of the 24—month period that follows creation
(am) 2. that isdated within 30 days of the date of the orrenewal of the listing under sub. (2), whichever is ear
requestconfirmation from the department of justibet lier.

the person is a program participant, as provided unders.  SecTioN 4. 6.47 (4) (b) of the statutes is created to
165.68(4) (c),a statement signdaly the operator or an  read:

authorizedagent of the operator of a shelter that is dated  6.47(4) (b) A confidential listing undesub. (2) that
within 30 daysof the date of the request and that indicates is issued to a program participant expires on the date the
thatthe operator operates the shelter and that the irdivid individual’s participationin the program expires pur

* Section 9911, WisconsINSTATUTES: Effective date of acts. “Every act and every portion of an act enacted by the legislature over thegy
partial veto which does not expressly prescribe the time when it taflees giiall take ééct on the day after its date of publication.”
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suantto s. 165.68 (3) (b) 4. a. or on the dateitiakvidual (f) “Program assistant” means an individual desig
cancelshis or her participation in the program pursuant natedby the department to ass&éprogram participant.
tos. 165.68 (3}b) 4. e. or is disenrolled from the program The department may designate as a program assistant an

pursuanto s. 165.68 (3) (b) 4. b. employeeof the department or of a state or local agency
Section 5. 19.35 (1) (am) 2m. of the statutes is thatprovides counseling, assistanoesupport services
createdo read: to victims, or an employee of or a volunteer for ageer

19.35(1) (am) 2m. The actual address, as defined in nizationthatprovides counseling, assistance, or support
s.165.68 (1) (b), of a participant in the program estab servicedree of chage to victims.

lishedin s. 165.68. (g) “Program participant” means a person who is cer

SeCTION 6. 66.0504 of the statutes is created to read: tified by the department to participate in the confidential

66.0504 Address confidentiality program. (1) ity program established in this section.

DerINITIONS. In this section: (2) EuciBILITY. () A person is eligible for participa

(a) “Actual address” has the meaning given in s. tionin the confidentiality program establishiathis see
165.68(1) (b). tion if he or she attests all of the following:

(b) “Local clerk” means an individual, and an indi 1. That he or she is a resident of this state.
vidual's deputy or assistant, who serves asdairtbe fol 2. That at least one of the following applies:
lowing: a. He or she is a victim of abuseparent or guardian

1. A county clerk under s. 59.23. of a person who is a victim of abuse, or a resident of a

2. Aclerk of court under s. 59.40. householdn which a victim of abuse also resides.

3. A municipal clerk as defined in s. 5.02 (10). b. He or shdears for his or her physical safety or for

4. A register of deeds under s. 59.43. the physical safety of his or her child or ward.

(c) “Program participant” has the meaning given in 3. That he or she resides or will resitea location
s.165.68 (1) (Q). in this state that is not known by the person who-com

(2) IpeNTITY PROTECTION. (a) If a program patrtiei mittedthe abuse against, or who threatens, the applicant
pantsubmits a written request to a local clerk that he or or his or her child or ward.
shekeep the program participasmfictual address private, 4. That he or she will not disclose his or her actual
thelocal clerk may not disclose any record in his or her addresgo the person who committelde abuse against,
possessiowhich would reveal the program participant’  or who threatens, the applicant or his or her child or ward.
actualaddress, except pursuant to a court order (b) A person is eligible under pdg) regardless of
(b) The provisions of s. 165.68 (3) (b) 4. a.the whetherany criminal chages have been brought relating
extentthat they apply under $65.68, apply to a program  to any act or threat against the persehether the person
participant'swritten request under pgg). hassought any restrainingrder or injunction relating to
SecTION 7. 165.68 of the statutes ¢seated to read:  anyact or threat against the personywbiether the person
165.68 Address confidentiality program. (1) Der hasreported any act or threat against him ortbex law

INITIONS. In this section: enforcemenbfficer or agency
(a) “Abuse” means an act or threat of afythe fok (3) ADMINISTRATION; APPLICATION. (@) The depait
lowing: mentshall provide an application form for participation
1. Child abuse under ss. 813.122 (1) (a) or 948.02 toin the the confidentiality program established in this sec
948.11. tion. The departmenhay not chage a fee for applying

2. Domestic abuse, as defined in s. 813.12 (1) (am).to, or participating in, the program.

3. Sexual abuse, as defined in's. 103.10 (1m) (b) 6.  (b) The application form shaithclude all of the fol

4. Stalking under s. 940.32. lowing:

5. Trafficking under s. 940.302. 1. The applicans name.

(b) “Actual address” means the residential street 2. The applican$’ actual address.
addressschooladdress, or work address of a program 3. A place for the applicant to identify any state or
participant. local government agency that employs a person who

(c) “Assigned address” means an address designatedommittedan act of abuse against the applicant.
by thedepartment and assigned to a program participant. 4. A statement certifying that the applicamtder

(d) “Department” means the department of justice. standsand consents to all of the following program

(e) “Mail” means first class letters and flats delivered requirements:
by the United States Postal Service, including priprity a. A program participant remains enroliedhe pre
express, and certified mail. “Mail” does not include a gramfor 5 years, unless loe she cancels his or her pattic
package,parcel, periodical, or catalogue unless it is ipationunder subd. 4. f. or is disenrolled under subd. 4.
clearlyidentifiableas being sent by a state or local agency b.
or unit of government or is clearly identifiable@ntain b. A program participant is required to notify the
ing a pharmaceutical or medical item. departmentwhen he or shehanges his or her actual
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addres®r legal name, and failure to update the inferma
tion mayresult in the department disenrolling the appli
cantas a program participant.

c. A program participant is required to develop a
safetyplan with a program assistant.

d. A program participant authorizes the department

_3_

2015 Wisconsin Act 356

(5) USEOF ASSIGNEDADDRESS;CONFIDENTIALITY. (&)
A program participant may use the assigned address pro
videdto him or her under sub. (4) for all purposes.

(b) No stateor local agency or unit of government
may refuse to use a program participantissigned
addresdor any oficial business, unless a specific statu

to notify state or local agencies and units of government fory duty requires the agency or unit of government to use

thatthe applicant is a program participant.

e. The department will notify a program participant
if his or her participation will expire @rthe department
will disenroll the participaninder subd. 4. b. A program
participant who receives a notification under this subd. 4.
e. may update his or her information or may reenroll in
the program within 6 months from the date the depart
mentissues the notification.

f. A programparticipant may cancel his or her partic
ipationin the program at any time by submitting a written
noticeto the department.

g. A program participant certifies the department to
bethe program participarstdesignated agent for service
of process.

(4) USEOF ASSIGNEDADDRESS;RELEASE OF INFORMA-
TION. (a) The department shall provide to each person it
approvesas a program participant an assigaedress
andshall provide each program participant a notification
form for use under sub. (5).

(b) The department shall forward aliail it receives
at the assigned address for eqgchgram participant to
the program participarg’ actual address.

(c) The department shall provide, at the request of a

programparticipant or athe request of a state or local
agencyor unit of government, confirmation of the per
son’sstatus as a program participant.

(d) 1. Except as provided under subd. 2.,dbpart
ment may notdisclose a program participantactual
addresgo any person except pursuantat@ourt order

the participants actual address. A state or local agency
or unit of government may confirm with the department
apersons status as a program participant.

(c) Noperson who has received a notification form
from a program participantmay refuse to use the
assignedaddressfor the program participant, may
requirea program participant to disclose his or her actual
addresspr may intentionally disclose to another person
the actual address of a program participant.

(d) Notwithstanding pars. (ah), and (c), a muniei
pal clerk may require a program participant to provide
or her actual address for voter registration and voter veri
fication purposes. A municipal clerk shall also require a
programparticipant to disclose his ber actual address
to enrolla program participant in the confidential voter
programprovided under s. 6.47. If a voter is enrolled in
the confidential voter program under s. 6.47 the munici
pal clerk shall keep therogram participarg’ actual
addresgonfidential as provided under s. 6.47.

(6) RuLes. The department shall promulgate rules
regarding administration of the program established
under this section and regarding the retention and
destructiorof applications, records, and other documents
receivedor generated undémis section. The department
may use the emegency rule procedures under s. 227.24
to promulgate the rules required under this subsection.
Notwithstandings. 227.24 (1fa) and (3), the department
may promulgate those rules amegency rules without
providing evidencethat promulgating those rules as
emepgency rules isnecessary to preserve the public

eacehealth, safetyor welfare and without a finding of

If a court order is requested for disclosure, the departmen mergency. Notwithstanding s. 227.24 (1) (e) 1d. and
shallrequest the court to keep any record containing the 1 the departmeris not required to prepare a statement

programparticipants actual address sealed and confi
dential.

2. The department may discloagprogram partiei
pant's actual address to a law enforcemerficef for
official purposes.

of the scope of those rules or to submit those rules in final
draftform to the governor for approval.

SecTion 8. Effective date.

(1) This act takes &dct on the first day of the 12th
monthbeginning after publication.




