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Description
Grants for farm to school programs and making an appropriation

Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

Current law authorizes the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection to make grants for
programs to connect schools with nearby farms to provide children with locally produced foods, provide
nutritional and agricultural education, and improve farmers’ incomes. The 2013-15 budget act, 2013
Wisconsin Act 20, did not provide funding for these farm to school grants. This bill provides funding for
farm to school grants in fiscal years 2015-16 and 2016-17.

Local: The availability of grants under the bill could result in additional revenue that would be used to
connect schools with nearby farms to provide children with locally produced foods as well as provide
nutritional and agricultural education. Grants awarded to school districts could vary based upon the size of
the number of entrants into the farm to school program and the size of the individual grants awarded.
Because these variables are unknown at this time, the net fiscal impact for local governments is
indeterminate.

State: The schedule under section 20.005 (3), Stats., for the appropriation to the Department of
Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection under section 20.115 (4) (as), Stats., is increased by
$125,000 general program revenue under the bill for fiscal year 2015-16 to provide grants for farm to
school programs. Further, the bill increases appropriations to the Department of Agriculture, Trade, and
Consumer Protection by $125,000 general program revenue in fiscal year 2016-17 to provide grants for
farm to school programs.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications



