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2019 Assembly Bill 897 Assembly Amendment 1
2019 ASSEMBLY BILL 897

2019 Assembly Bill 897 establishes post-election procedures for the Elections Commission and for
municipal clerks and local boards of election commissioners. The bill requires the Elections
Commission, after each general election, to obtain and examine information provided by the Electronic
Registration Information Center (ERIC) and to refer any instances of an elector voting more than once
in an election to the appropriate district attorney within 180 days. The bill applies that same deadline
for referral to a district attorney based on information provided by a municipal clerk that an elector
voted more than once in an election.

Additionally, the bill allows the Elections Commission to file a sworn complaint in order to initiate an
investigation into any type of elector misconduct and applies the requirements regarding a post-election
audit, applicable under current law to municipal clerks, to local boards of election commissioners.

Under the bill, municipal clerks and boards of election commissioners must conduct post-election
audits and refer any instances of an elector voting more than once to a district attorney. The bill
additionally requires the municipal clerk and board of election commissioners to include, in their
annual reports to the Legislature, the number of referrals to district attorneys and the outcome of each
referral.

ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT 1

Assembly Amendment 1 removes the provision allowing a member of the Elections Commission to file a
sworn complaint in order to initiate an investigation into any elector misconduct. However, the
amendment allows the Commission to initiate an investigation without a formal complaint based on
any information the Commission receives from ERIC or, with regard to an elector voting more than
once, from a municipal clerk. The amendment also removes, as duplicative, the specific references to a
board of election commissioners, as current law already requires those boards to perform the same
duties as municipal clerks.

BILL HISTORY

Assembly Amendment 1 to Assembly Bill 897 was offered by Representative Brandtjen on February 17,
2020. On February 18, 2020, the Assembly Committee on Campaigns and Elections voted to
recommend adoption of Assembly Amendment 1 by a vote of Ayes, 5; Noes, 3; and to recommend
passage of the bill, as amended, by a vote of Ayes, 5; Noes, 3.

PH:jal

One East Main Street, Suite 401 ® Madison, W1 53703 e (608) 266-1304 ® leg.council@le gis.wisconsin.gov e http://www.legis.wisconsin.gov/lc



