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Fiscal Estimate Narratives
DHS 11/8/2021

LRB Number 21-1238/1 Introduction Number AB-0490 Estimate Type  Original

Description
registry for children with blindness or visual impairment

Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

Currently, children three years old or younger with a diagnosis of blindness or visual impairment are eligible to
receive services through Wisconsin’s Birth to 3 Program. Services provided through the Birth to 3 program
include therapies and education that enhance the child’s development and support the family’s knowledge,
skills, and abilities as they interact with the child, all in the child’s natural environment.

Under AB 490, the Department would establish a registry for children under the age of three and diagnosed
with blindness or visual impairment. The Department would contract with a honprofit organization to manage
the registry, as well as provide relevant information about services available for children who are blind or
visually impaired. Once a child is so diagnosed, or suspected of having impairment by a qualified professional,
his or her parents or guardians would be notified of the existence of this registry, and would have the option to
include the child in the registry.

Once registered, the child must be referred for evaluation under a Department of Public Instruction-licensed
teacher of the visually impaired. Based on the results of this evaluation, the child may be referred to Birth to 3
program for services. The Department of Health Services Birth Defect Prevention and Surveillance System
currently operates a registry of similar scope as proposed in this bill. Current statute under s. 253.12(7)
allocates $95,000 annually to operate the System, which could incorporate additional diagnoses of visual
impairment for lower marginal costs. However, as the bill mandates that the Department designate a non-profit
to create a duplicate registry for this specific category of diagnosis, it is estimated that an additional $95,000
GPR would be necessary annually to be developed and managed by a third-party vendor.

Because children with this diagnosis are already eligible for Birth to 3 services under current law, the bill is not
expected to expand Birth to 3 program eligibility or increase costs for counties providing Birth to 3 services.
Additionally, as this registry acts as an “opt-in” choice that does not significantly alter the standard process for
referral and enroliment into the program, the Department does not expect increased services costs associated
with higher uptake of the Birth to 3 program. Therefore, the Department does not expect additional costs to
local governments from this proposal. :

. Long-Range Fiscal Implications
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