Wisconsin Department of Administration
Division of Executive Budget and Finance

Fiscal Estimate - 2021 Session

Original O updated O corrected [J Supplemental
LRB Number 21-4339/1 Introduction Number AB-0525
Description

Westrablrisrhrirng solar fleld Qesingatiqn_s and grgnﬁing ryle-malgifngﬁauthrorityr e
Fiscal Effect

State:
[CNo State Fiscal Effect
Indeterminate
Increase Existin increase Existin
Appropriations g DRevenues g Increase Costs - May be possible to
[[] Decrease Existing [[JDecrease Existing absorb within agency's budget
Appropriations Revenues Yes D No
Eﬂ Create New Appropriations D Decrease Costs
Local:
[E]]No Local Government Costs
[[Jindeterminate 5.Types of Local Government
‘I.Dlncrease Costs S.E] Increase Revenue Uﬁ?AﬁeCted DV'” DC't'
DPermissiveDMandatory DPermissive [_E_I]Mandatory |chowni |D]C)Iﬂ;ﬁlge ities
Z.DDecrease Costs 4.DDecrease Revenue Sgr:jonc;le S WTZrSS
D]PermissiveDMandatory DPermissiveD Mandatory Districts Districts
Fund Sources Affected Affected Ch. 20 Appropriations

O GPrR [JFED PRO [ PRS [ SEG [ SEGS 20.155(1)(g)

Agency/Prepared By § Authorized Signature Date

PSC/ Jenna Schmidt (608) 267-7709 Jenna Schmidt (608) 267-7709 9/10/2021




Fiscal Estimate Narratives
PSC 9/10/2021

LRB Number 21-4339/1 lntrodurcrtripp Numpglj” AB-0525 Estimatg Type Origrirnal‘

Description
establishing solar field designations and granting rule-making authority

Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

2021 AB 525 creates the “pollinator friendly” and “agriculture friendly” designations for ground-mounted
photovoltaic solar energy systems. Under the bill, the Public Service Commission (Commission) shall
designate solar energy systems as pollinator friendly and/or agriculture friendly if various requirements are
met. The Commission is required to promulgate rules establishing the requirements for each designation,
some of which are enumerated in the bill. The Commission shall work with the Department of Natural
Resources for the pollinator friendly designation rulemaking and the Department of Agriculture, Trade and
Consumer Protections for the agriculture friendly designation rulemaking. 2021 AB 525 also requires the
Commission to promulgate rules related to the applications for the designations as well as the process for
determining if the applicant meets the designation requirements. Finally, the Commission must create a
logotype for each of the designations.

Commission staff time will be required throughout the rulemaking processes as well as on an ongoing basis to
review applications and designate systems accordingly. This work effort can be absorbed with existing staff
resources. The Commission may require design assistance for the development of the logotypes. Any cost
associated with the design assistance can be absorbed within the Commission’s existing budget authority in
Wis. Stat. §20.155(1)(g).

Long-Range Fiscal Implications



