
STATE OF WISCONSIN 
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One-Hundred and Fifth Regular Session 

11:34 A.M. TUESDAY, February 15, 2022

The Senate met. 

The Senate was called to order by Senate President 

Kapenga. 

_____________ 

CALL OF ROLL 

The roll was called, disclosing the presence of a quorum. 

Pursuant to Senate Rule 15, the official attendance for 

session was: 

Senators Agard, Ballweg, Bernier, Bewley, Bradley , 

Carpenter, Cowles, Darling, Erpenbach, Felzkowski, Feyen, 

Jacque, Jagler, Johnson, Kapenga, Larson, LeMahieu, 

Marklein, Nass, Petrowski, Pfaff, Ringhand, Roth, Roys, 

Smith, Stafsholt, Stroebel, L. Taylor, Testin, Wanggaard, 

Wimberger and Wirch - 32. 

Absent with leave - Senator Kooyenga - 1. 

_____________ 

LEAVES OF ABSENCE 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

Senator Kooyenga be granted a leave of absence for today's 

session. 

The Senate stood for the prayer which was offered by 

Reverend David Saetre of Mason. 

The Senate remained standing and Senator Ringhand led 

the Senate in the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United 

States of America. 

Pursuant to Senate Rule 17 (6), the Chief Clerk made the 

following entries under the above date. 

_____________ 

CHIEF CLERK'S ENTRIES 

AMENDMENTS OFFERED 

Senate Substitute Amendment 1 to Senate Bill 344 

offered by Senator Kooyenga. 

Senate Amendment 1 to Senate Bill 547 offered by 

Senator Stroebel. 

Senate Amendment 1 to Senate Bill 786 offered by 

Senator Kooyenga. 

Senate Amendment 1 to Senate Bill 826 offered by 

Senator Felzkowski. 

Senate Amendment 2 to Senate Bill 826 offered by 

Senator Felzkowski. 

Senate Amendment 1 to Senate Bill 847 offered by 

Senator Jacque. 

Senate Amendment 1 to Senate Bill 857 offered by 

Senator Bradley. 

Senate Amendment 1 to Senate Substitute Amendment 1 

to Senate Bill 867 offered by Senator Felzkowski. 

Senate Amendment 1 to Senate Bill 937 offered by 

Senator Bernier. 

_____________ 

PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

Pursuant to Senate Rule 17 (5), Representative Haywood 

added as a cosponsor of Senate Bill 246. 

Pursuant to Senate Rule 17 (5), Representative Drake 

added as a cosponsor of Senate Bill 376. 

Pursuant to Senate Rule 17 (5), Representative Sinicki 

withdrawn as a cosponsor of Senate Bill 558. 

Pursuant to Senate Rule 17 (5), Representative Andraca 

added as a cosponsor of Senate Bill 716. 

Pursuant to Senate Rule 17 (5), Senator Carpenter added 

as a coauthor of Senate Bill 827. 

Pursuant to Senate Rule 17 (5), Representative Neylon 

added as a cosponsor of Senate Bill 946. 

Pursuant to Senate Rule 17 (5), Representative Brooks  

added as a cosponsor of Senate Bill 957. 

_____________ 

State of Wisconsin 

Wisconsin Ethics Commission 

February 15, 2022 

The Honorable, the Senate: 

Pursuant to Wis. Stats. §13.685 (7), we are providing the 

enclosed information. Please visit the Wisconsin Ethics 

Commission’s Eye on Lobbying website, 

https://lobbying.wi.gov, for more detailed information about 

https://lobbying.wi.gov/
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lobbyists, lobbying principals (organizations), and state 

agency liaisons. 

Richards, Malcolm Association of Equipment  

Manufacturers 

Schweska, Patrick Amazon.com Services LLC 

(FKA Amazon.com Services, 

Inc.) 

See, Stephanie Association of Equipment  

Manufacturers 

Sharfstein, Daniela Jazz Pharmaceuticals, Inc. and its 

subsidiaries, including 

Greenwich Biosciences, Inc. 

Sincerely, 

DANIEL A. CARLTON, JR. 

Administrator 

_____________ 

MESSAGES FROM THE ASSEMBLY 

By Edward A. Blazel, chief clerk. 

Mr. President: 

I am directed to inform you that the Assembly has  

Adopted and asks concurrence in: 

Assembly Joint Resolution 97 

Assembly Joint Resolution 107 

_____________ 

SECOND READING AND AMENDMENTS OF 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTIONS AND    

SENATE BILLS 

Senate Bill 365 

Relating to: the broadband expansion grant program. 

Read a second time. 

The question was:  Adoption of Senate Substitute 

Amendment 1 to Senate Bill 365? 

The ayes and noes were demanded and the vote was: ayes, 

20; noes, 12; absent or not voting, 1; as follows: 

Ayes - Senators Ballweg, Bernier, Bradley, Cowles, 

Darling, Felzkowski, Feyen, Jacque, Jagler, Kapenga, 

LeMahieu, Marklein, Nass, Petrowski, Roth, Stafsholt, 

Stroebel, Testin, Wanggaard and Wimberger - 20. 

Noes - Senators Agard, Bewley, Carpenter, Erpenbach, 

Johnson, Larson, Pfaff, Ringhand, Roys, Smith, L. Taylor 

and Wirch - 12. 

Absent or not voting - Senator Kooyenga - 1. 

Adopted. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

_____________ 

IN THE CHAIR 

President Pro Tempore Testin in the chair. 

11:45 A.M. 

_____________ 

IN THE CHAIR 

Senate President Kapenga in the chair. 

11:46 A.M. 

Senate Bill 365 

Read a third time. 

The question was:  Passage of Senate Bill 365? 

The ayes and noes were demanded and the vote was: ayes, 

20; noes, 12; absent or not voting, 1; as follows: 

Ayes - Senators Ballweg, Bernier, Bradley, Cowles, 

Darling, Felzkowski, Feyen, Jacque, Jagler, Kapenga, 

LeMahieu, Marklein, Nass, Petrowski, Roth, Stafsholt, 

Stroebel, Testin, Wanggaard and Wimberger - 20. 

Noes - Senators Agard, Bewley, Carpenter, Erpenbach, 

Johnson, Larson, Pfaff, Ringhand, Roys, Smith, L. Taylor 

and Wirch - 12. 

Absent or not voting - Senator Kooyenga - 1. 

Passed. 

Senate Bill 429 

Relating to: construction and issuance of motor vehicle 

registration plates. 

Read a second time. 

The question was:  Adoption of Senate Substitute 

Amendment 1 to Senate Bill 429? 

Adopted. 

Senator Bradley, with unanimous consent, asked to be 

recorded as voting “No” on the question of adoption of 

Senate Substitute Amendment 1 to Senate Bill 429. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Senate Bill 429 

Read a third time. 

The question was:  Passage of Senate Bill 429? 

The ayes and noes were required and the vote was: ayes, 

30; noes, 2; absent or not voting, 1; as follows: 

Ayes - Senators Agard, Ballweg, Bernier, Bewley , 

Carpenter, Cowles, Darling, Erpenbach, Felzkowski, Feyen, 

Jacque, Jagler, Johnson, Larson, LeMahieu, Marklein, Nass, 

Petrowski, Pfaff, Ringhand, Roth, Roys, Smith, Stafsholt, 

Stroebel, L. Taylor, Testin, Wanggaard, Wimberger and 

Wirch - 30. 
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Noes - Senators Bradley and Kapenga - 2. 

Absent or not voting - Senator Kooyenga - 1. 

Passed. 

Senate Bill 448 

Relating to: including with a referendum question for 

issuing bonds a statement of the estimated interest accruing 

on the amount of the bonds. 

Read a second time. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Senate Bill 448 

Read a third time. 

The question was:  Passage of Senate Bill 448? 

The ayes and noes were demanded and the vote was: ayes, 

20; noes, 12; absent or not voting, 1; as follows: 

Ayes - Senators Ballweg, Bernier, Bradley, Cowles, 

Darling, Felzkowski, Feyen, Jacque, Jagler, Kapenga, 

LeMahieu, Marklein, Nass, Petrowski, Roth, Stafsholt, 

Stroebel, Testin, Wanggaard and Wimberger - 20. 

Noes - Senators Agard, Bewley, Carpenter, Erpenbach, 

Johnson, Larson, Pfaff, Ringhand, Roys, Smith, L. Taylor 

and Wirch - 12. 

Absent or not voting - Senator Kooyenga - 1. 

Passed. 

Senate Bill 533 

Relating to: housing authorities. 

Read a second time. 

The question was:  Adoption of Senate Amendment 1 to 

Senate Bill 533? 

Adopted. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Senate Bill 533 

Read a third time and passed. 

Senate Bill 535 

Relating to: liability exemption for the provision of 

previously owned eyeglasses. 

Read a second time. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Senate Bill 535 

Read a third time and passed. 

Senate Bill 536 

Relating to: possession of dogs by certain felony 

offenders and providing a penalty. 

Read a second time. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Senate Bill 536 

Read a third time. 

The question was:  Passage of Senate Bill 536? 

The ayes and noes were demanded and the vote was: ayes, 

20; noes, 12; absent or not voting, 1; as follows: 

Ayes - Senators Ballweg, Bernier, Bradley, Cowles, 

Darling, Felzkowski, Feyen, Jacque, Jagler, Kapenga, 

Larson, LeMahieu, Marklein, Nass, Petrowski, Roth, 

Stroebel, Testin, Wanggaard and Wimberger - 20. 

Noes - Senators Agard, Bewley, Carpenter, Erpenbach, 

Johnson, Pfaff, Ringhand, Roys, Smith, Stafsholt, L. Taylor 

and Wirch - 12. 

Absent or not voting - Senator Kooyenga - 1. 

Passed. 

Senate Bill 547 

Relating to: eligibility for unemployment insurance 

benefits in the case of an unwillingness to receive a vaccine. 

Read a second time. 

The question was:  Adoption of Senate Amendment 1 to 

Senate Bill 547? 

Adopted. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Senate Bill 547 

Read a third time. 

The question was:  Passage of Senate Bill 547? 

The ayes and noes were demanded and the vote was: ayes, 

20; noes, 12; absent or not voting, 1; as follows: 

Ayes - Senators Ballweg, Bernier, Bradley, Cowles, 

Darling, Felzkowski, Feyen, Jacque, Jagler, Kapenga, 

LeMahieu, Marklein, Nass, Petrowski, Roth, Stafsholt, 

Stroebel, Testin, Wanggaard and Wimberger - 20. 

Noes - Senators Agard, Bewley, Carpenter, Erpenbach, 

Johnson, Larson, Pfaff, Ringhand, Roys, Smith, L. Taylor 

and Wirch - 12. 

Absent or not voting - Senator Kooyenga - 1. 

Passed. 

Senate Bill 561 

Relating to: a condominium association's obligation to 

maintain records and allow a unit owner to inspect and copy 
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those records; financial audits of condominium association 

records; access by condominium unit owners to records of an 

entity controlled by an association; and organizing a 

condominium association as a for-profit corporation. 

Read a second time. 

The question was:  Adoption of Senate Amendment 1 to 

Senate Bill 561? 

Adopted. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Senate Bill 561 

Read a third time and passed. 

Senate Bill 569 

Relating to: the sales tax exemption for entertainment 

admission sales by nonprofit organizations. 

Read a second time. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Senate Bill 569 

Read a third time. 

The question was:  Passage of Senate Bill 569? 

The ayes and noes were required and the vote was: ayes, 

32; noes, 0; absent or not voting, 1; as follows: 

Ayes - Senators Agard, Ballweg, Bernier, Bewley , 

Bradley, Carpenter, Cowles, Darling, Erpenbach, 

Felzkowski, Feyen, Jacque, Jagler, Johnson, Kapenga, 

Larson, LeMahieu, Marklein, Nass, Petrowski, Pfaff, 

Ringhand, Roth, Roys, Smith, Stafsholt, Stroebel, L. Taylor, 

Testin, Wanggaard, Wimberger and Wirch - 32. 

Noes – None - 0. 

Absent or not voting - Senator Kooyenga - 1. 

Passed. 

Senate Bill 573 

Relating to: allowing persons to charge fees for the use of 

electric vehicle charging stations and the installation and 

operation of electric vehicle charging stations by the 

Department of Transportation or a political subdivision. 

Read a second time. 

The question was:  Adoption of Senate Substitute 

Amendment 3 to Senate Bill 573? 

Adopted. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Senate Bill 573 

Read a third time. 

The question was:  Passage of Senate Bill 573? 

The ayes and noes were demanded and the vote was: ayes, 

19; noes, 13; absent or not voting, 1; as follows: 

Ayes - Senators Ballweg, Bernier, Bradley, Cowles, 

Darling, Felzkowski, Feyen, Jacque, Jagler, Kapenga, 

LeMahieu, Marklein, Petrowski, Roth, Stafsholt, Stroebel, 

Testin, Wanggaard and Wimberger - 19. 

Noes - Senators Agard, Bewley, Carpenter, Erpenbach, 

Johnson, Larson, Nass, Pfaff, Ringhand, Roys, Smith, L. 

Taylor and Wirch - 13. 

Absent or not voting - Senator Kooyenga - 1. 

Passed. 

Senate Bill 590 

Relating to: requirements related to condominium 

documents and technical changes to condominium law. 

Read a second time. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 
the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Senate Bill 590 

Read a third time and passed. 

Senate Bill 682 

Relating to: creating an exception to the 40-year 
recording requirement for recorded access easements. 

Read a second time. 

The question was: Adoption of Senate Amendment 1 to 
Senate Bill 682? 

Adopted. 

The question was: Adoption of Senate Amendment 2 to 

Senate Bill 682? 

Adopted. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 
the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Senate Bill 682 

Read a third time and passed. 

Senate Bill 692 

Relating to: loans and repayment assistance by a political 

subdivision for certain improvements to properties and 
collection of the debt by special charge. 

Read a second time. 

The question was:  Adoption of Senate Amendment 1 to 
Senate Bill 692? 

Adopted. 

The question was:  Adoption of Senate Amendment 1 to 

Senate Amendment 2 to Senate Bill 692? 

Adopted. 
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The question was:  Adoption of Senate Amendment 2 to 

Senate Bill 692? 

Adopted. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Senate Bill 692 

Read a third time. 

The question was:  Passage of Senate Bill 692? 

The ayes and noes were required and the vote was: ayes, 

32; noes, 0; absent or not voting, 1; as follows: 

Ayes - Senators Agard, Ballweg, Bernier, Bewley , 

Bradley, Carpenter, Cowles, Darling, Erpenbach, 

Felzkowski, Feyen, Jacque, Jagler, Johnson, Kapenga, 

Larson, LeMahieu, Marklein, Nass, Petrowski, Pfaff, 

Ringhand, Roth, Roys, Smith, Stafsholt, Stroebel, L. Taylor, 

Testin, Wanggaard, Wimberger and Wirch - 32. 

Noes – None - 0. 

Absent or not voting - Senator Kooyenga - 1. 

Passed. 

Senate Bill 703 

Relating to: classification of motor vehicle operators as 

independent contractors or employees. 

Read a second time. 

Senator Erpenbach, with unanimous consent, asked to be 

excused from voting, pursuant to Senate Rule 73 (1). 

The question was:  Adoption of Senate Amendment 1 to 

Senate Bill 703? 

The ayes and noes were demanded and the vote was: ayes, 

20; noes, 11; absent or not voting, 2; as follows: 

Ayes - Senators Ballweg, Bernier, Bradley, Cowles, 

Darling, Felzkowski, Feyen, Jacque, Jagler, Kapenga, 

LeMahieu, Marklein, Nass, Petrowski, Roth, Stafsholt, 

Stroebel, Testin, Wanggaard and Wimberger - 20. 

Noes - Senators Agard, Bewley, Carpenter, Johnson, 

Larson, Pfaff, Ringhand, Roys, Smith, L. Taylor and Wirch - 

11. 

Absent or not voting - Senators Erpenbach and Kooyenga 

- 2. 

Adopted. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Senate Bill 703 

Read a third time. 

The question was:  Passage of Senate Bill 703? 

The ayes and noes were demanded and the vote was: ayes, 

20; noes, 11; absent or not voting, 2; as follows: 

Ayes - Senators Ballweg, Bernier, Bradley, Cowles, 

Darling, Felzkowski, Feyen, Jacque, Jagler, Kapenga, 

LeMahieu, Marklein, Nass, Petrowski, Roth, Stafsholt, 

Stroebel, Testin, Wanggaard and Wimberger - 20. 

Noes - Senators Agard, Bewley, Carpenter, Johnson, 

Larson, Pfaff, Ringhand, Roys, Smith, L. Taylor and Wirch - 

11. 

Absent or not voting - Senators Erpenbach and Kooyenga 

- 2. 

Passed. 

Senate Bill 707 

Relating to: defining veteran in state employment  

relations. 

Read a second time. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Senate Bill 707 

Read a third time and passed. 

Senator Larson, with unanimous consent, asked to be 

recorded as voting “No” on the question of passage of Senate 

Bill 707. 

Senate Bill 708 

Relating to: restrictive covenants applicability. 

Read a second time. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Senate Bill 708 

Read a third time and passed. 

Senator Larson, with unanimous consent, asked to be 

recorded as voting “No” on the question of passage of Senate 

Bill 708. 

Senate Bill 718 

Relating to: campaign finance changes recommended by 

the Ethics Commission. 

Read a second time. 

The question was:  Adoption of Senate Amendment 1 to 

Senate Bill 718? 

Adopted. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Senate Bill 718 

Read a third time and passed. 
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Senate Bill 719 

Relating to: changes to the lobbying laws, including 

changes recommended by the Ethics Commission. 

Read a second time. 

The question was:  Adoption of Senate Amendment 1 to 

Senate Bill 719? 

Adopted. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Senate Bill 719 

Read a third time and passed. 

Senate Bill 720 

Relating to:  changes to the administration of the code of 

ethics, as recommended by the Ethics Commission. 

Read a second time. 

The question was:  Adoption of Senate Amendment 1 to 

Senate Bill 720? 

Adopted. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Senate Bill 720 

Read a third time and passed. 

Senate Bill 721 

Relating to: employer liability under worker's  

compensation for mandatory or coerced COVID-19 vaccines. 

Read a second time. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Senate Bill 721 

Read a third time. 

The question was:  Passage of Senate Bill 721? 

The ayes and noes were demanded and the vote was: ayes, 

20; noes, 12; absent or not voting, 1; as follows: 

Ayes - Senators Ballweg, Bernier, Bradley, Cowles, 

Darling, Felzkowski, Feyen, Jacque, Jagler, Kapenga, 

LeMahieu, Marklein, Nass, Petrowski, Roth, Stafsholt, 

Stroebel, Testin, Wanggaard and Wimberger - 20. 

Noes - Senators Agard, Bewley, Carpenter, Erpenbach, 

Johnson, Larson, Pfaff, Ringhand, Roys, Smith, L. Taylor 

and Wirch - 12. 

Absent or not voting - Senator Kooyenga - 1. 

Passed. 

Senate Bill 742 

Relating to: prohibiting the admission or employment of 

Chinese People's Liberation Army members by the 
University of Wisconsin System. 

Read a second time. 

The question was:  Adoption of Senate Amendment 1 to 
Senate Bill 742? 

Adopted. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Senate Bill 742 

Read a third time. 

The question was:  Passage of Senate Bill 742? 

The ayes and noes were demanded and the vote was: ayes, 
20; noes, 12; absent or not voting, 1; as follows: 

Ayes - Senators Ballweg, Bernier, Bradley, Cowles, 

Darling, Felzkowski, Feyen, Jacque, Jagler, Kapenga, 

LeMahieu, Marklein, Nass, Petrowski, Roth, Stafsholt, 

Stroebel, Testin, Wanggaard and Wimberger - 20. 

Noes - Senators Agard, Bewley, Carpenter, Erpenbach, 

Johnson, Larson, Pfaff, Ringhand, Roys, Smith, L. Taylor 

and Wirch - 12. 
Absent or not voting - Senator Kooyenga - 1. 

Passed. 

Senate Bill 744 

Relating to: prohibiting foreign missions of China at 

University of Wisconsin institutions and University of 

Wisconsin System involvement with Communist Chinese 

recruitment or propaganda programs and requiring the 

University of Wisconsin System to report funding received 

from foreign missions of China. 

Read a second time. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Senate Bill 744 

Read a third time. 

The question was:  Passage of Senate Bill 744? 

The ayes and noes were demanded and the vote was: ayes, 

20; noes, 12; absent or not voting, 1; as follows: 

Ayes - Senators Ballweg, Bernier, Bradley, Cowles, 

Darling, Felzkowski, Feyen, Jacque, Jagler, Kapenga, 

LeMahieu, Marklein, Nass, Petrowski, Roth, Stafsholt, 

Stroebel, Testin, Wanggaard and Wimberger - 20. 

Noes - Senators Agard, Bewley, Carpenter, Erpenbach, 

Johnson, Larson, Pfaff, Ringhand, Roys, Smith, L. Taylor 

and Wirch - 12. 

Absent or not voting - Senator Kooyenga - 1. 

Passed. 
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Senate Bill 745 

Relating to: research at University of Wisconsin System 

institutions, disclosure requirements relating to contracts 

with and gifts from foreign sources, and providing a penalty. 

Read a second time. 

The question was:  Adoption of Senate Amendment 1 to 

Senate Bill 745? 

Adopted. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Senate Bill 745 

Read a third time. 

The question was:  Passage of Senate Bill 745? 

The ayes and noes were demanded and the vote was: ayes, 

20; noes, 12; absent or not voting, 1; as follows: 

Ayes - Senators Ballweg, Bernier, Bradley, Cowles, 

Darling, Felzkowski, Feyen, Jacque, Jagler, Kapenga, 

LeMahieu, Marklein, Nass, Petrowski, Roth, Stafsholt, 

Stroebel, Testin, Wanggaard and Wimberger - 20. 

Noes - Senators Agard, Bewley, Carpenter, Erpenbach, 

Johnson, Larson, Pfaff, Ringhand, Roys, Smith, L. Taylor 

and Wirch - 12. 

Absent or not voting - Senator Kooyenga - 1. 

Passed. 

Senate Bill 787 

Relating to: statute of limitations for second-degree 

sexual assault. 

Read a second time. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator Feyen, with unanimous consent, asked that the 

rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Senate Bill 787 

Read a third time and passed. 

Senate Bill 791 

Relating to: expanding the treatment alternatives and 

diversion programs. 

Read a second time. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator Feyen, with unanimous consent, asked that the 

rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Senate Bill 791 

Read a third time and passed. 

Senate Bill 812 

Relating to: regulation of certain electric fences. 

Read a second time. 

The question was:  Adoption of Senate Amendment 1 to 

Senate Bill 812? 

Adopted. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator Feyen, with unanimous consent, asked that the 

rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Senate Bill 812 

Read a third time and passed. 

Senate Bill 827 

Relating to: grants for dairy exports promotion and 

making an appropriation. 

Read a second time. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator Feyen, with unanimous consent, asked that the 

rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Senate Bill 827 

Read a third time. 

The question was:  Passage of Senate Bill 827? 

The ayes and noes were required and the vote was: ayes, 

31; noes, 1; absent or not voting, 1; as follows: 

Ayes - Senators Agard, Ballweg, Bernier, Bewley , 

Bradley, Carpenter, Cowles, Darling, Erpenbach, 

Felzkowski, Feyen, Jacque, Jagler, Johnson, Kapenga, 

Larson, LeMahieu, Marklein, Nass, Petrowski, Pfaff, 

Ringhand, Roth, Smith, Stafsholt, Stroebel, L. Taylor, Testin, 

Wanggaard, Wimberger and Wirch - 31. 

Noes - Senator Roys - 1. 

Absent or not voting - Senator Kooyenga - 1. 

Passed. 

Senate Bill 836 

Relating to: requirements for adult-entertainment  

establishments and providing for a penalty. 

Read a second time. 

The question was:  Adoption of Senate Amendment 1 to 

Senate Bill 836? 

Adopted. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Senate Bill 836 

Read a third time and passed. 

Senate Bill 863 

Relating to: investment board operations. 

Read a second time. 

Ordered to a third reading. 
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Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Senate Bill 863 

Read a third time and passed. 

Senate Bill 865 

Relating to: regulating homeowners' associations and 

requiring the Department of Financial Institutions to create a 

filing system for notices filed by homeowners' associations. 

Read a second time. 

The question was:  Adoption of Senate Amendment 1 to 

Senate Bill 865? 

Adopted. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Senate Bill 865 

Read a third time. 

The question was:  Passage of Senate Bill 865? 

The ayes and noes were required and the vote was: ayes, 

32; noes, 0; absent or not voting, 1; as follows: 

Ayes - Senators Agard, Ballweg, Bernier, Bewley , 

Bradley, Carpenter, Cowles, Darling, Erpenbach, 

Felzkowski, Feyen, Jacque, Jagler, Johnson, Kapenga, 

Larson, LeMahieu, Marklein, Nass, Petrowski, Pfaff, 

Ringhand, Roth, Roys, Smith, Stafsholt, Stroebel, L. Taylor, 

Testin, Wanggaard, Wimberger and Wirch - 32. 

Noes – None - 0. 

Absent or not voting - Senator Kooyenga - 1. 

Passed. 

Senate Bill 884 

Relating to: expanding the Court-Appointed Special 

Advocate program. 

Read a second time. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Senate Bill 884 

Read a third time and passed. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

all action be immediately messaged to the Assembly: 

Senate Bill 365 

Senate Bill 429 

Senate Bill 448 

Senate Bill 533 

Senate Bill 535 

Senate Bill 536 

Senate Bill 547 

Senate Bill 561 

Senate Bill 569 

Senate Bill 573 

Senate Bill 590 

Senate Bill 682 

Senate Bill 692 

Senate Bill 703 

Senate Bill 707 

Senate Bill 708 

Senate Bill 718 

Senate Bill 719 

Senate Bill 720 

Senate Bill 721 

Senate Bill 742 

Senate Bill 744 

Senate Bill 745 

Senate Bill 787 

Senate Bill 791 

Senate Bill 812 

Senate Bill 827 

Senate Bill 836 

Senate Bill 863 

Senate Bill 865 

Senate Bill 884 

Senate Bill 682 

Messaged. 

_____________ 

SECOND READING AND AMENDMENTS OF 

ASSEMBLY JOINT RESOLUTIONS AND 

ASSEMBLY BILLS 

Assembly Bill 299 

Relating to: prohibiting proof of vaccination for COVID-

19 as a condition of receiving business and government 

services. 

Read a second time. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Assembly Bill 299 

Read a third time. 

The question was:  Concurrence of Assembly Bill 299? 

The ayes and noes were demanded and the vote was: ayes, 

20; noes, 12; absent or not voting, 1; as follows: 

Ayes - Senators Ballweg, Bernier, Bradley, Cowles, 

Darling, Felzkowski, Feyen, Jacque, Jagler, Kapenga, 

LeMahieu, Marklein, Nass, Petrowski, Roth, Stafsholt, 

Stroebel, Testin, Wanggaard and Wimberger - 20. 

Noes - Senators Agard, Bewley, Carpenter, Erpenbach, 

Johnson, Larson, Pfaff, Ringhand, Roys, Smith, L. Taylor 

and Wirch - 12. 

Absent or not voting - Senator Kooyenga - 1. 

Concurred in. 
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Assembly Bill 317 

Relating to: modifying administrative rules relating to 

driver safety plans and medication-assisted treatments. 

Read a second time. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Assembly Bill 317 

Read a third time and concurred in. 

Assembly Bill 481 

Relating to: motor vehicle fleet registration and making  

an appropriation. 

Read a second time. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Assembly Bill 481 

Read a third time. 

The question was:  Concurrence of Assembly Bill 481? 

The ayes and noes were required and the vote was: ayes, 

32; noes, 0; absent or not voting, 1; as follows: 

Ayes - Senators Agard, Ballweg, Bernier, Bewley , 

Bradley, Carpenter, Cowles, Darling, Erpenbach, 

Felzkowski, Feyen, Jacque, Jagler, Johnson, Kapenga, 

Larson, LeMahieu, Marklein, Nass, Petrowski, Pfaff, 

Ringhand, Roth, Roys, Smith, Stafsholt, Stroebel, L. Taylor, 

Testin, Wanggaard, Wimberger and Wirch - 32. 

Noes – None - 0. 

Absent or not voting - Senator Kooyenga - 1. 

Concurred in. 

Assembly Bill 495 

Relating to: possession of a firearm in a vehicle on school 

grounds by a person with a license to carry a concealed 

weapon. 

Read a second time. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Assembly Bill 495 

Read a third time. 

The question was:  Concurrence of Assembly Bill 495? 

The ayes and noes were demanded and the vote was: ayes, 

20; noes, 12; absent or not voting, 1; as follows: 

Ayes - Senators Ballweg, Bernier, Bradley, Cowles, 

Darling, Felzkowski, Feyen, Jacque, Jagler, Kapenga, 

LeMahieu, Marklein, Nass, Petrowski, Roth, Stafsholt, 

Stroebel, Testin, Wanggaard and Wimberger - 20. 

Noes - Senators Agard, Bewley, Carpenter, Erpenbach, 

Johnson, Larson, Pfaff, Ringhand, Roys, Smith, L. Taylor 

and Wirch - 12. 

Absent or not voting - Senator Kooyenga - 1. 

Concurred in. 

Assembly Bill 518 

Relating to: reciprocity for out-of-state licenses to carry a 

concealed weapon. 

Read a second time. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Assembly Bill 518 

Read a third time and concurred in. 

Senator Larson, with unanimous consent, asked to be 

recorded as voting “No” on the question of concurrence in 

Assembly Bill 518. 

Assembly Bill 675 

Relating to: natural immunity to COVID-19 in lieu of 

proof of vaccination or test. 

Read a second time. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Read a third time. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and return Assembly Bill 675 to the 

amendable stage. 

The question was:  Adoption of Senate Amendment 1 to 

Assembly Bill 675? 

Adopted. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

_____________ 

IN THE CHAIR 

President Pro Tempore Testin in the chair. 

1:58 P.M. 

_____________ 

IN THE CHAIR 

Senate President Kapenga in the chair. 

2:02 P.M. 

Assembly Bill 675 

Read a third time. 
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The question was: Concurrence as amended of Assembly 

Bill 675? 

The ayes and noes were demanded and the vote was: ayes, 

20; noes, 12; absent or not voting, 1; as follows: 

Ayes - Senators Ballweg, Bernier, Bradley, Cowles, 

Darling, Felzkowski, Feyen, Jacque, Jagler, Kapenga, 

LeMahieu, Marklein, Nass, Petrowski, Roth, Stafsholt, 

Stroebel, Testin, Wanggaard and Wimberger - 20. 

Noes - Senators Agard, Bewley, Carpenter, Erpenbach, 

Johnson, Larson, Pfaff, Ringhand, Roys, Smith, L. Taylor 

and Wirch - 12. 

Absent or not voting - Senator Kooyenga - 1. 

Concurred in as amended. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended, that the Senate’s motion to message 

Senate Bill 682 be rescinded, and that Senate Bill 682 be 

taken up and returned to the amendable stage.  

Senate Bill 682 

Relating to: creating an exception to the 40-year 

recording requirement for recorded access easements. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous  consent, asked that 

Senate Amendment 1 to Senate Bill 682 be withdrawn and 

returned to author. 

The question was:  Adoption of Senate Amendment 2 to 

Senate Bill 682? 

Adopted. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Senate Bill 682 

Read a third time and passed. 

Assembly Bill 717 

Relating to: an income and franchise tax exemption for 

restaurant revitalization grants. 

Read a second time. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Assembly Bill 717 

Read a third time. 

The question was:  Concurrence of Assembly Bill 717? 

The ayes and noes were demanded and the vote was: ayes, 

30; noes, 2; absent or not voting, 1; as follows: 

Ayes - Senators Agard, Ballweg, Bernier, Bewley , 

Bradley, Carpenter, Darling, Erpenbach, Felzkowski, Feyen, 

Jacque, Jagler, Johnson, Kapenga, Larson, LeMahieu, 

Marklein, Nass, Petrowski, Pfaff, Ringhand, Roth, Roys, 

Smith, Stafsholt, L. Taylor, Testin, Wanggaard, Wimberger 

and Wirch - 30. 

Noes - Senators Cowles and Stroebel - 2. 

Absent or not voting - Senator Kooyenga - 1. 

Concurred in. 

Assembly Bill 776 

Relating to: damage or graffiti to certain historical 

property and providing a penalty. 

Read a second time. 

Ordered to a third reading. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the rules be suspended and the bill be given its third reading. 

Assembly Bill 776 

Read a third time and concurred in. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

all action be immediately messaged to the Assembly: 

Assembly Bill 299 

Assembly Bill 317 

Assembly Bill 481 

Assembly Bill 495 

Assembly Bill 518 

Assembly Bill 675 

Senate Bill 682 

Assembly Bill 717 

Assembly Bill 776 

Messaged. 

_____________ 

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTIONS AND 

JOINT RESOLUTIONS NOT REQUIRING A 

THIRD READING 

Senate Joint Resolution 95 

Relating to: honoring the life and public service of 

Representative William Vander Loop. 

Read. 

Adopted by unanimous rising vote. 

Senate Joint Resolution 99 

Relating to: proclaiming January 2022 as human 

trafficking awareness and prevention month. 

The question was:  Adoption of Senate Joint Resolution 

99? 

Adopted. 

Senate Joint Resolution 100 

Relating to: honoring the life and public service of Dr. 

Jacob Albert “Doc” Hines, D.V.M. 

Read. 

Adopted by unanimous rising vote. 

Senate Joint Resolution 107 

Relating to: proclaiming February 2022 to be American  

Heart Month in Wisconsin. 
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The question was:  Adoption of Senate Joint Resolution 

107? 

Adopted. 

Senate Joint Resolution 108 

Relating to: honoring the life and public service of 

Senator Joseph Leean. 

Read. 

Adopted by unanimous rising vote. 

Assembly Joint Resolution 108 

Relating to: proclaiming February 21 to 27, 2022, as 

American Birkebeiner Week in Wisconsin. 

The question was: Concurrence of Assembly Joint 

Resolution 108? 

Concurred in. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

all action be immediately messaged to the Assembly: 

Senate Joint Resolution 95 

Senate Joint Resolution 99 

Senate Joint Resolution 100 

Senate Joint Resolution 107 

Senate Joint Resolution 108 

Assembly Joint Resolution 108 

Messaged. 

_____________ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, ADJOURNMENT 

HONORS, AND REMARKS UNDER    

SPECIAL PRIVILEGE 

Senator Wirch, with unanimous consent, asked that the 

Senate adjourn in honor of a dear friend of his, Bill 

Duberstine, who passed away.  They were friends for a long 

time and Duberstine was quite a character.  He was larger 

than life and a good hearted guy.  He had a photographic 

memory and could remember little things that happened 

many years ago.  When Duberstine retired, he volunteered 

thousands of hours at the hospital helping people out.  He 

didn’t just help out patients and families, but he noticed the 

staff who were hard working and often not paid enough.  He 

bought small gas gift cards and gave them to staff so they 

could stretch their paycheck a little further.  He was a frugal 

guy, but generous with family and a devoted father and 

grandfather.  At Christmas he would tell Senator Wirch, “I 

hate to shop, and I know what my kids want-money. I know 

what they want and I know what they need.”  Bill Duberstine, 

a wonderful volunteer, a good friend.  Rest in peace, Bill.  

Rest in peace. 

Senator Wanggaard, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the Senate adjourn in honor of his  son John Allen Jensen on 

the 31st Anniversary of his 21st birthday.  Senator Wanggaard 

is blessed to call you his son. 

Senator Bewley, with unanimous consent, asked that the 

Senate adjourn in honor of defending Olympic curling gold 

medalist and five-time Olympian, Skipper John Shuster from 

Superior, Wisconsin.  John is leading his team of curlers 

again at the Beijing Olympics after winning gold at the 2018 

Winter Olympics in Pyongyang, a first for an American  

curling team.  John also received bronze at the 2006 Torino 

Olympic Games. A few weeks ago, John had the additional 

honor of being selected by his peers to be the flag bearer at 

the opening ceremony.  John told Today in an interview, “It 's 

one of the biggest honors that I've ever had bestowed upon 

me." Please join Senator Bewley in thanking, John and all of 

our Olympians competing to represent Team USA. 

Senator Darling, with unanimous consent, asked that the 

Senate adjourn in honor of James “Jim” Wigdale, who passed 

away recently. 

Senator Taylor, with unanimous consent, asked that the 

Senate adjourn in honor of Thomas Mundy Peterson, the first 

black person in the United States to cast the first vote. 

Senator Taylor, with unanimous consent, asked that the 

Senate adjourn in honor of Dr. Carter, who passed away at 90 

years old. 

Senator Taylor, with unanimous consent, asked that the 

Senate adjourn in honor of Lena J. Taylor and Wilbur Taylor 

for shaping her into who she is today. 

Senator Felzkowski, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the Senate adjourn in honor of all the snowmobile clubs and 

volunteers that do an amazing job in keeping our trails open. 

Senator Ballweg, with unanimous consent, asked that the 

Senate adjourn in honor of Senator Joseph “Joe”   Leean.  In 

1984, Senator Leean was elected to represent the people of 

the 14th Senate District, which he went on to serve for 10 

years, until 1995. Senator Leean, a public servant and 

dedicated husband, father, and grandfather, passed away on 

February 2, 2022. 

Senator Ballweg, with unanimous consent, asked that the 

Senate adjourn in honor of the life and public service of Dr. 

Jacob Albert “Doc” Hines. In 2001, Rep. Hines won a special 

election to represent the 42nd district of Wisconsin and 

retired in 2008. Dr. Jacob Albert “Doc” Hines, D.V.M., 

passed away on March 3, 2020, at the age of 92. 

_____________ 

President Kapenga appointed Senators Bernier and 

Ringhand to escort his Excellency, the Governor, to the Joint 

Convention. 

Senator LeMahieu, with unanimous consent, asked that 

the Senate recess until 6:40 p.m. and proceed is a body to the 

Assembly Chamber to meet in Joint Convention to receive 

the Governor’s State of the State Address , and further, that 

the Senate stand adjourned until Thursday, February 17, 

2022, upon the rising of the Joint Convention. 

2:36 P.M. 

_____________ 

RECESS 
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The Senate proceeded in a body to the Assembly 

Chamber to meet in Joint Convention to receive the State of 

the State Message. 

6:45 P.M. 

_____________ 

IN ASSEMBLY CHAMBER  

IN JOINT CONVENTION 

7:00 P.M. 

Senate President Kapenga in the chair. 

The Committee to wait upon the Governor appeared with  

his Excellency, the Honorable Governor Tony Evers, who 

delivered his message as follows: 

_____________ 

STATE OF THE STATE ADDRESS 

“Good evening, Wisconsin! 

Honorable Supreme Court Justices, Tribal Nation leaders, 

constitutional officers, Maj. Gen. Knapp, members of the 

Wisconsin National Guard and active and retired members of 

our armed forces, cabinet members, Sen. President Kapenga, 

Majority Leader LeMahieu, Minority Leader Bewley , 

Speaker Vos, and Minority Leader Neubauer, legislators, 

distinguished guests, and, most importantly, all of the folks  

tuning in from home, welcome, and thank you for joining us. 

I’m Tony Evers, and I’m incredibly proud to be your 

governor–the 46th governor of this great state. 

The rest of my kids are watching from home this evening, 

but my daughter Katie is with us tonight. And my forever 

junior prom date, Kathy, is also up in the gallery. We’ll be 

celebrating our 50th anniversary later this year. Kathleen 

Frances, I’m just as crazy about you as I was 50 years ago–

thanks for your support, your wisdom, your patience, and 

your wit. I love you so much. 

As I deliver my fourth State of the State address to you 

tonight, I recognize there are those who would’ve said it was 

unlikely I’d ever become governor. I was a scrawny kid with  

big glasses who grew up in Plymouth–that’s the Cheese 

Capital of the World, by the way. I raised hell and played bass 

guitar in a rock band in high school. I worked in a cheese 

factory scraping mold off of cheese. I took my kindergarten 

classmate to junior prom and ended up spending the rest of 

my life with her. 

I didn’t plan my career just so I could be standing up here 

tonight. I didn’t spend years pining to run  for this office. And 

I’d much rather spend time listening to others than talking 

about myself–which, I’ve found out, isn’t something I have 

in common with most politicians. 

I guess, in many ways, maybe it was unlikely. But you 

might not know just how close I was to ending up on a much 

different path. So, tonight, for the first time, I want to begin 

by telling a story I haven't shared before. 

I grew up in a house of healthcare workers. My mom was 

a nurse, and my dad was a doctor who took care of 

tuberculosis patients at a sanitorium in Sheboygan County. 

And I’d grown up always wanting to be like them–I wanted 

to help people just like they did. 

In 1974, I was doing just that and trying to follow in their 

footsteps. I was in my first year of medical school in Austria 

when Kathy and I found out that we were expecting our first 

kid. Well, as you can imagine, spending years going to 

medical school wasn’t exactly ideal for raising a newborn–I 

needed to figure out a better way to help support our family , 

and I needed to do it pretty quickly. So, Kathy and I packed 

up our things, and we headed back to good old Plymouth. We 

found an apartment. And I applied and got a job at the Kohler 

Company. 

Well, there I was the night before I was supposed to start 

my job at Kohler. My mom–who’d collected mail for us 

while we were away–said, “Oh, by the way, I’ve got a stack 

of mail here for you,” and she handed me a stack of a year’s 

worth of mail. 

Well, in that stack of mail was a letter. It was from the 

University of Wisconsin-Madison. And I opened that letter 

that night. It said “congratulations” because I’d been accepted 

into their master’s program for education. 

That moment changed my life. That letter changed my 

entire trajectory. Because of that letter, I went on to become 

a science teacher. Because of that letter, I went on to become 

a principal and state superintendent. And there is no doubt 

that it is because of that letter that I’m standing here today as 

your governor. 

And I tell you that story tonight, in part, to state the 

obvious–things don’t always go the way we plan. In fact, for 

these past few years, that’s sort of been one constant. If we’d 

had our way, we would not have faced the worst pandemic in 

a century or the worst economic crisis since the Great  

Recession. If we’d had our way, we would’ve expanded 

BadgerCare and access to affordable healthcare for tens of 

thousands of Wisconsinites. We would’ve met two-thirds 

funding for the first time in two decades and we would’ve 

done it by fully funding our public schools. We would’ve 

passed meaningful legislation to address PFAS and lead and 

justice reform. If we’d had our way, 11,637 Wisconsinites 

would still be here with us today—they’d be at our dinner 

tables, they’d be in our classrooms, our hospitals, our 

churches, our farms, and our factories, and they’d still be here 

celebrating more birthdays, more holidays, and more 

milestones with us. 

But I also tell you that story because this work has always 

been a responsibility and an obligation I’ve met without 

regret or reservation—to do what needed to be done, to do 

what I must with what I was given, and to always try to do 

what is right. Not because it was perfect. Not because it was 

always easy. But because, however different things could 

have ended up for me, I have never doubted that I’m right 

where I needed to be because I welcome the duty of doing the 

right thing when it matters most. 
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Tonight, I am proud to be able to report that the state of 

our state is stronger and better than it was a year ago, or two 

years ago, or even three years ago. 

We’ve worked hard to ensure our workers had jobs to 

return to after this pandemic. Through federal pandemic aid 

to our state, we’ve invested $1 billion into supporting our 

small businesses, farmers, and tourism, lodging, and 

entertainment industries. To date, we’ve supported more than 

100,000 small businesses, and nearly 3,000 of those small 

businesses have opened up new storefronts on Main Streets 

across our state. 

Throughout the pandemic, we were also able to keep all 

375 transportation projects during the 2020 construction 

season on track. And because we did, we secured $105 

million reallocated from other states to invest back into our 

infrastructure. We’ve also improved more than 1,770 miles  

of highways and more than 1,250 bridges–and if you laid out 

all the highways we’ve fixed end to end, you could just about 

drive from Platteville to Denver and back. 

I also directed $100 million to support Wisconsin farmers 

through our Farm Support Program. In one round alone, we 

were able to help more than 20,000 farmers, and in more than 

half of Wisconsin’s 72 counties, our support for farmers  

through this program exceeded $1 million. 

I’ve also directed more than $100 million through federal 

pandemic aid to expand access to reliable, affordable, high-

speed internet across our state. These funds alone–which 

included the largest single round of broadband funding in 

state history–are projected to give new or improved  

broadband access to more than 110,000 Wisconsinites in 

nearly 50,000 homes as well as almost 2,200 businesses. 

During my time as governor, we will have invested almost 15 

times more into expanding high-speed internet than the prior 

four years combined. All told, our investments since 2019 are 

providing more than 300,000 homes and businesses with 

high-quality, high-speed broadband. 

These efforts have been critical for our economic 

recovery, and we’ve worked hard to get support out the door 

quickly to folks who need it. An analysis from November 

showed Wisconsin ranked second in the Midwest for getting 

our federal aid allocated. And I’m proud to report that, as a 

share of the federal aid our state has received, Wisconsin 

ranked second in the country for aid we’ve directed to 

economic development, and we ranked first in the country in 

aid we’ve allocated to businesses. 

And Wisconsinites are working hard. In January of 2019, 

our unemployment rate was 3.1 percent. Today, our 

unemployment rate has not only returned to pre-pandemic 

unemployment levels, it’s better. At 2.8 percent, we now have 

the lowest unemployment rate and the fewest number of 

people unemployed ever in state history. 

But with so many Wisconsinites already working, I know 

employers struggle with the same challenges they’ve faced 

for a decade trying to find new workers to fill jobs. We’ve 

gotten to work trying to find innovative, long-term solutions 

to the workforce challenges we face. We’ve also recognized 

that different parts of our state have different needs, whether 

it’s making childcare more affordable and accessible, training 

more high-skilled workers, or more apprenticeship 

opportunities for high schoolers. So, we’ve invested nearly 

$60 million into 12 regionally-based programs to meet the 

unique needs of different communities. And, after workers  

lost their jobs during the pandemic, we invested $20 million  

into helping thousands of workers get new skills and training 

to find new jobs. 

We’ve also been working hard to keep more money in 

Wisconsinites’ pockets. Last year, we provided $480 million  

in tax relief for Wisconsin businesses and families affected 

by the pandemic. Republicans and Democrats also found 

common ground, and I was glad to deliver on my promise to 

cut taxes for middle- class families by 15 percent by signing 

one of the largest tax cuts in state history. Through all of the 

tax cuts I’ve signed into law, 86 percent of Wisconsin 

taxpayers will see a 15 percent income tax cut. 

At the same time, while the economy has reopened and 

demand has surged, some corporations have taken 

advantage–they’ve squeezed consumers for every extra 

penny, raising everyday costs for folks in Wisconsin and 

across our country. A report released last week showed 

national inflation is the highest it’s been in four decades. And 

now, small businesses and working Wisconsinites and 

families are concerned about the rising costs at gas pumps 

and in grocery store aisles. And businesses face challenges 

getting supplies and resources. 

So, I directed new changes that took effect in the new year 

to ensure Wisconsinites had extra money each month to help 

make ends meet. With these changes, coupled with the tax 

cuts I’ve signed into law, if you and your spouse each make 

$50,000, you’ll see over $1,200 more for your household in 

your paychecks this year. 

But I also know we must do more. And it’s our 

responsibility to do more. We had ‘unprecedented’ revenue 

projections last year, and we closed out fiscal year 2021 with  

the highest-ever positive GAAP balance in state history at 

more than $1.1 billion. Last month, after receiving the great 

news about our low unemployment rate, we received even 

more good news. A new report showed Wisconsin is 

projected to have a $3.8 billion surplus–that’s billion with a 

B–in our state’s checking account at the end of this biennium. 

And that’s not even including the more than $1.7 billion  

sitting in our ‘rainy day’ fund, which is the highest it’s ever 

been in Wisconsin state history. 

So, I announced my plan to use our surplus to help address 

rising costs and gas prices, to reduce barriers to work, and to 

invest in education at every level. We’d start by sending 

every Wisconsin resident a $150 surplus refund. So, under 

my plan, if you’re a family of four, you would receive $600 

to help provide a little more wiggle room and hopefully a 

little less stress about making ends meet. 

My plan also works to reduce barriers to work so we can 

help fill job openings across our state. Having access to 

quality, affordable childcare and caregiving continue to be a 

barrier for folks who want to join our workforce. We’d invest 
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more than $130 million into providing tax relief through child 

and caregiver tax credits. Our tax credit for childcare would 

provide tax relief to an estimated 107,000 Wisconsinites 

who’d receive about $274 per filer, and through our caregiver 

tax credit, most caregivers will receive up to $500. 

And, finally, as I said last July, the budget that was sent to 

my desk failed to meaningfully invest in our public schools, 

possibly jeopardizing more than $2 billion in federal aid for 

our kids. So, we’d also invest $750 million into improving  

our schools and outcomes for students to ensure everyone has 

access to a high- quality public education. And that includes 

more than $180 million to hold the line on property taxes 

across our state. 

And, folks, the great news is we can do all of this and still 

not spend our entire projected surplus–under my plan, we’ll 

still have more than $2 billion left over. I’ve already heard 

there are some who want to wait to get this done until the next  

budget. That’s $3.8 billion that would just be sitting in 

Madison until then. Well, that’s not going to help 

Wisconsinites buy groceries today. It won’t help 

Wisconsinites pay for gas today. It won’t help Wisconsinites 

pay for childcare, heat their homes, or put food on their table 

today. Wisconsinites can’t wait. 

Indifference in this building is getting expensive, folks. 

And let me be frank: the people who will bear the burden of 

inaction are almost certainly not the people sitting in this 

chamber tonight. 

So, don’t sit here in a white, marble building with state 

coffers that are full and tell Wisconsinites who are working  

hard every day that we can’t afford to do more. That’s 

baloney. 

Tomorrow, I will sign an executive order calling a special 

session of this Legislature to take up my surplus plan. Let’s 

help address rising costs, let’s help make sure folks can afford 

to join our workforce, and let’s do what’s best for our kids. 

This is the people’s money. Let’s get it back to them. 

Look, Republicans and Democrats in this building don’t 

agree all the time. But this isn’t one of those times. And here’s 

how I know that–because I received a letter last December 

that read, in part, “There are supply shortages and soaring 

inflation rates, causing families to have to pay significantly  

more on items such as food and gasoline. Real people are 

struggling with these pocketbook issues.” 

Well, Mr. President and Mr. Speaker, that letter was from 

you. And I think it sounds like we agree on something. 

There’s no reason we can’t do this, and the rising costs 

Wisconsinites are seeing every day are every reason that we 

should. So, let’s find common ground, let’s pass this plan, 

and let’s get this done. It’s just the right thing to do, folks. 

And it’s the right thing to do because Wisconsinites are 

the reason for our state’s and our economy’s success. From 

healthcare workers to first responders, educators and 

childcare workers, local public health officers, Tribal Nation 

partners, grocery store workers, farmers, small business 

owners, and so many others. But I also want to say tonight 

that we would not be here as a state without the extraordinary 

efforts of the Wisconsin National Guard. Period. 

Under the longest Guard activation in Wisconsin state 

history, the Guard’s work began almost on Day One of 

COVID-19 landing in Wisconsin and continues even still 

today. As fear was spreading across the globe about a new 

virus, 30 Wisconsinites were stranded aboard a cruise ship 

for weeks. Our administration, together with Sen. Tammy 

Baldwin, worked to bring them to Wisconsin. And it was the 

men and women of our Wisconsin National Guard who 

greeted these Wisconsinites and welcomed them home. 

The Guard has also played a key role in our efforts to 

distribute more than 80 million pieces of personal protective 

equipment and sanitizing supplies to schools, healthcare 

workers, first responders, and local law enforcement. 

They’ve helped administer tests and support testing sites you 

likely visited in your community. Additionally, we ranked 

among the best in the country for getting available COVID-

19 vaccine shots in arms, and it’s in no small part due to the 

Guard. They helped distribute more than 1.2 million of the 

vaccine doses we’ve administered as a state, and they’ve 

administered more than 230,000 of those vaccines 

themselves. 

They’ve also been on the frontlines of defending our 

country and our democracy in more ways than one. When 

Wisconsinites were exercising their right to vote, the 

Wisconsin National Guard was there, too. Our Guard  

members joined our exceptional clerks, election 

administrators, and poll workers to help make sure you could 

cast your ballot and do so safely. Even now, some Guard  

members are being trained as certified nursing assistants 

through our partnership with Madison College to help 

support our overwhelmed healthcare workers and systems. 

Well, tonight, we are joined by Wisconsin’s Adjutant 

General, Maj. Gen. Paul Knapp, as well as members from our 

Wisconsin National Guard, who are up in the gallery tonight. 

Please join me in recognizing these exceptional folks and 

their service. 

These folks have stepped up to serve our state time and 

time again during one of the direst periods in our state’s 

history. And their service has not come without cost–

emotionally, physically, and mentally. Our effort to invest 

more than $3 million into expanding the Guard’s wellness 

program was gutted from my biennial budget. It would have 

increased access to important mental health and wellness 

support to more than 9,000 Guard members. 

Well, tonight, I’m announcing I’m going to do it anyway. 

We’re going to invest $5 million to expand access to the 

Guard’s comprehensive wellness office and their services to 

every single member of the Wisconsin National Guard. This 

program will provide counseling, resiliency training, and 

crisis intervention and stress reduction programming, to help 

reduce burnout, take care of mental health needs, prevent 

suicide, and treat substance use disorders for our service 

members. And I’ll tell you right now this program will have 

ongoing funding in the budget I’ll propose next year. And I 
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call on this Legislature tonight to join me by ensuring this 

program receives long-term, sustainable funding. 

But at the end of the day, we also know the effects of this 

pandemic will exist whether this virus is here or not. Troops 

came home at a time of increased isolation and uncertainty, 

including some who’ve returned and taken their own lives. 

We need long-term solutions to support our veterans and the 

challenges they face–both those that existed before this 

pandemic and others that worsened because of it. 

We’ve worked to proactively address some of the 

challenges facing our veterans, and the Legislature even 

agreed with me on several provisions in the last budget. In 

fact, folks on both sides of the aisle even called this “a really  

good budget for veterans.” I agree. But our work cannot end 

there. So, in the coming days, I’ll sign an executive order 

creating a Blue Ribbon Commission on Veteran Opportunity 

to develop new, innovative initiatives to support the more 

than 300,000 veterans who live in our state. 

We can help reduce barriers to higher education, 

employment, and job training, and streamline the licensure 

process for veterans who want to join our workforce. We can 

help make sure we have sustainable, ongoing funding for 

programs that support these folks by ensuring our Veterans 

Trust Fund remains solvent. And yes, we can help invest in 

housing security, more mental health supports, and more 

substance use treatment. And this Blue Ribbon Commission  

is going to make recommendations for me to do just that in 

my next budget. 

And support for our veterans isn’t the only area where we 

can do more to help. This pandemic exposed serious concerns 

about our healthcare infrastructure and capacity, especially in 

our rural areas and communities. We’ve expanded access to 

telehealth services, protected healthcare for Wisconsinites 

who have pre-existing conditions, and worked to reduce the 

costs of prescription drug prices. But we also know that there 

is great need for emergency services and responders in our 

rural communities. 

In Wisconsin, we rely on nearly 800 emergency medical 

service providers–more than half are either operated 

exclusively by volunteers or through a combination of 

volunteers and paid staff. These folks are doing outstanding 

work, but many have been doing it for years, and it’s 

sometimes difficult finding new volunteers to step into these 

important roles. 

It also hasn’t helped that, for a decade, local governments 

have been asked to do more with less. Since 2011, state aid 

to communities has gone down even as costs have gone up. 

Help from the state was cut by more than nine percent, while 

public safety costs have increased more than 16 percent. 

Between these rising costs and lack of available staffing, 

some have even gone without ambulance services, left with  

no other option but to hope and rely upon neighboring 

providers. 

Well, no one should be calling for an ambulance and have 

to wonder whether help will come. So, tonight, I’m 

announcing we’re investing nearly $30 million into 

supporting emergency medical service providers and services 

across our state. 

$20 million of this investment will be going to folks in our 

rural areas for whatever help they need the most, whether it’s 

increasing staffing support, getting first responders more 

training, purchasing an ambulance, medical equipment or 

supplies. Every emergency medical service and emergency 

medical response provider will qualify for funding. 

Additionally, as part of this investment, we’re going to 

increase reimbursement rates for these providers to help 

ensure they don’t have to cut back on critically important  

services. 

This pandemic didn’t just expose the need for us to 

expand access to rural healthcare. It also highlighted that our 

kids need more mental health support in our schools, and this 

pandemic only made those needs more urgent. 

I came into office after years of disinvestment in our kids, 

our educators, and our schools. So, we’ve worked to make 

historic investments in education at every level. We’ve 

increased special education funding for the first time in a 

decade, made the largest investment in general aid in a 

decade, and invested more than $900 million into providing 

local property tax relief. Now, our schools have returned to 

being top 10 in the country–our K-12 schools rank eighth best 

in the nation after ranking 17th just five years ago. 

The pandemic hit in the spring of 2020. States across our 

nation closed schools for the rest of the semester, 

Wisconsin included. Parents are the first and best teachers 

our kids have. But I also know turning kitchen tables into 

classrooms wasn’t easy. I’m very concerned about how this 

pandemic affected our kids, and I know parents are, too. 

That’s why we’ve trusted school districts, parents, and 

teachers to work together to do what’s best for our kids. 

We’ve trusted them to make the best decisions at the local 

level based on their kids’ and their classroom needs. Many 

schools across our state returned to in-person learning in the 

fall of 2020. So, we doubled down on our efforts to get 

resources and support to our kids and our schools to keep our 

kids safe, healthy, and in the classroom. 

We’ve distributed almost eight million pieces of PPE and 

sanitizing supplies to schools to help keep our kids and 

educators safe in our classrooms. I also delivered on my 

promise to invest $110 million in new, additional funding to 

every school district in the state. Schools could use those 

funds to hire educators and staff, provide more after-school 

programming, or buy art supplies or computers–whatever our 

kids needed. 

But that’s just one part of the equation for ensuring our 

kids’ success. We know this pandemic has affected our kids 

in more ways than one, including their mental health. And a 

kid who’s in crisis isn’t going to be able to pay attention at 

school, finish their homework, or engage with their friends or 

teachers. If the folks in this room want to have real 

conversations about our kids’ success and achievement, then 

start by fully funding our schools and making sure our kids 

can bring their full and best selves to the classroom and to 



JOURNAL OF THE SENATE [FEBRUARY 15, 2022] 

778 

their studies. If that’s not where we’re starting this 

conversation, then all you’re talking about is our kids barely 

getting by when we should be making sure kids can get 

ahead. 

So, tonight, I’m announcing our new “Get Kids Ahead” 

initiative to invest $15 million into additional mental health 

services in our schools. Every public school district can opt 

in to receive these funds–no matter how big or small. With 

this investment, kids in every corner of our state will have 

increased access to mental health support through their 

schools, on top of the investments we’ve made in our 

budgets. 

Schools will be able to use these funds to provide direct 

mental health care, hire and support mental health navigators, 

provide mental health first aid and trauma-based care 

training, or provide family assistance programs–whatever our 

kids need. 

And students in our higher education institutions need our 

help, too. Students have had to adapt, keep up with their 

coursework, and juggle work, family, and keeping 

themselves and their classmates safe. And it’s been tough. 

UW President Tommy Thompson talked about this a lot. 

Based on a national health survey, during the Spring 2021 

semester alone, 75 percent of UW students screened positive 

for moderate or severe psychological distress. And, frankly, 

this was a trend we saw even before the pandemic. Between  

2009 and 2019, the use of counseling services on our UW 

campuses increased 55 percent. So, we’re also investing $5 

million into our UW System to provide more mental health 

services through telehealth counseling and additional mental 

health staff support on our campuses. 

And, clearly, our students at our higher education 

institutions already have enough to worry about–they’re 

under a significant amount of pressure and stress as it is, and 

rising costs at the grocery store and the gas pump affect them, 

too. They sure shouldn’t have to worry about the price tag on 

their education going any higher. So, tonight, I’m also 

announcing I am providing a $25 million investment in our 

University of Wisconsin System so that they can use these 

dollars to fund the tuition freeze through the end of the 

biennium. With these additional funds, the UW System and 

Board of Regents can ensure that tuition prices for our in-

state students will not go up for the next two years, giving our 

students and their families one less thing to worry about. 

Finally, as I conclude my fourth State of the State address, 

I want to acknowledge that it is a privilege for us to be here 

together tonight–and on Election Day, no less–to participate 

in an enduring but profound function of our democracy. One 

that’s much like the peaceful and respectful transfer of power 

or like the fundamental right to cast a ballot. Functions that, 

especially today, we must not take for granted. 

As some work to undermine these basic tenets, we must 

recognize that what makes this state and this country 

exceptional is not that these profound functions exist—it’s 

that they are derived from our collective ability to will them 

to continue. We are also reminded of this: democracy is not 

a prophecy; it is self- actuating. We must choose every day to 

continue this grand experiment. We must choose every day 

to accept the duty our forebears entrusted to us. We must 

choose every day to affirm the certainty of this legacy for 

future generations. 

In the summer of 1783, as the future of the United States 

and its independence remained uncertain, George 

Washington wrote a letter to governors, a “Circular Letter to 

the States.” In it, he described four things essential not just 

for the well-being of the United States of America but for the 

very existence of it. 

And on that list of four things was this: “The prevalence 

of that pacific and friendly disposition among the people of 

the United States, which will induce them to forget their local 

prejudices and policies, to make those mutual concessions 

which are requisite to the general prosperity, and in some 

instances to sacrifice their individual advantages to the 

interest of the community.” 

We are reminded tonight of the spirit of our service–to 

forget our own prejudices, to make concessions where the 

greater good demands, and to find common ground wherever 

and as often as we can. I still believe, as I said three years 

ago, that there is more that unites us than divides us, chief 

among them our responsibility to do what’s right when it 

matters most. 

We’ve accomplished so much together. And tomorrow, 

our work continues. So, let’s get to work, folks. 

For Wisconsin, always. May god bless our state. May God 

bless our democracy. And may God bless these United States 

of America. 

Thank you, and On, Wisconsin!” 

_____________ 

ADJOURNMENT 

The Joint Convention arose 

7:52 P.M. 

 


