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Fiscal Estimate Narratives
UWS 11/6/2025

LRB Number 25-5004/1 introduction Number AB-0545 Estimate Type  Original

Description
course fees at University of Wisconsin System institutions

Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

This bill prohibits a UW institution from charging a student an online fee for enrolling in a course offered
exclusively online unless the fee is charged to cover the institution's actual costs of offering the course online
that would not be incurred if students attended the course in person.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications

An immediate prohibition on these revenue sources would have unintended consequences and limit
institution’s ability to offer flexible, high-quality online options, especially for students who rely on these formats
due to work, family or other geographic constraints.

The Universities of Wisconsin are evaluating the overall approach of tuition and fees to simplify billing.

It is important to acknowledge that the current landscape of online course fees across our universities is not
uniform. While some fees are clearly tied to the real costs of delivering high quality online education, such as
instructional technology, technical support, software development, and faculty training, others may appear
arbitrary or inconsistent.

Any kind of final fiscal impact is indeterminate until guidelines are established for the provisions in the bill.




