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LRB Number 25-351111 Introduction Number SB-0333 Estimate Type  Original

Description
increasing certain court fees and surcharges and indexing those amounts for inflation

Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

This bill 1) increases various court fees and surcharges collected by clerks of court, municipal judges, and
registers in probate, 2) increases certain court fees paid to witnesses, interpreters, supplemental court
commissioners, court reporters, sheriffs, and appraisers, and 3) indexes these and some other fee and
surcharge amounts for inflation. For mileage reimbursement rates that are increased under the bill, the bill sets
those rates at the rate determined by the federal internal Revenue Service for the business standard mileage
rate for federal income tax purposes. The bill generally provides for the county to retain for use by the county
the additional amounts collected as a result of the increases in the bill.

The fiscal estimate is based on assumptions that the collection rates per type of action would remain at the
same percentages as at the current fee schedule, and does not assume any changes in determinations of
indigency or fee waiver requests. Based on these estimates, an additional $20 million in total fees could be
collected each fiscal year. The total share of the revenue retained by counties would be dependent on the type
of fee collected as well as the volume.

The amount of the fee retained by the clerks of court are modified from 6.13% of the fee to 35% of the fee for
criminal actions, and from $30 to $145 for civil actions, from $20 to $55 for guardians ad litem, to be retained
by the county, for third-party complaints, from $20 to $89 for counties.

The bill also raises others fees and the share of those fees retained by the counties.

The total share of revenues transferred to and retained by the state would increase slightly.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications

The bill would increase fee revenues from current levels. Betier estimates of the long-range fiscal implications
cannot be determined without data on the collection rates under the currently proposed new fee schedule. in
addition, the indexing provision of the bill could increase county and state revenue every five years beginning
in 2030.



