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Fiscal Estimate Narratives
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LRB Number 25-2073/1 Introduction Number SB-0442 Estimate Type  Original

Description
requiring hospitals and ambulatory surgical centers to implement policies to prevent exposure to surgical smoke in operating
rooms

Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

SB 442 directs the Department of Health Services to require hospitals and ambulatory surgical centers to adopt and implement
policies to prevent exposure to surgical smoke in operating rooms by requiring the use of a smoke evacuation procedure in the
operating room during any surgical procedure that is likely to generate surgical smoke. “Surgical smoke” is defined as the
gaseous byproduct produced by energy-generating devices including surgical plume, smoke plume, bio-aerosols, laser-
generated airborne contaminants, or lung-damaging dust. A smoke evacuation system is equipment that effectively captures
and filters surgical smoke at the site of origin before the smoke makes contact with the eyes or respiratory tract of occupants in
the room.

The Department estimates that the provisions of this bill would have no fiscal effect. Existing staff who conduct inspections

(referred to as surveys) of hospitals and ambulatory surgical centers can verify compliance with the provisions of the bill during
those surveys. The Department will train staff to provide the additional regulatory oversight.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications



