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2025 Wisconsin Act 54
[2025 Assembly Bill 409]

Passing a Disabled Vehicle

BACKGROUND

Under current law, commonly known as the “slow down or move over law,” if an emergency or roadside
service vehicle is parked or standing on or within 12 feet of a roadway, the operator of a motor vehicle
approaching the emergency or roadside service vehicle is required to do one of the following: (1) move
his or her vehicle into a lane that is not the lane nearest to the emergency or roadside service vehicle; or
(2) slow down as he or she passes the emergency or roadside service vehicle.

An operator who fails to do one of the options listed above may be required to forfeit no less than $30
nor more than $300, and if the violation results in property damage, bodily harm, or death, the
operator is subject to having his or her operating privilege suspended for a period of time ranging from
90 daysto two years.

2025 WISCONSIN ACT 54

2025 Wisconsin Act 54 expands the “slow down or move over law” to also impose the requirements
described above on an operator of a motor vehicle approaching a disabled vehicle. Under the act, a
“disabled vehicle” is a motor vehicle that is stopped and to which any of the following apply:

e The motor vehicle is displaying warning or hazard lights.

e Emergency flares or other emergency warning devices are placed near the motor vehicle.

e Oneor more persons are attending the motor vehicle and visible to passing motorists.

The act imposes the same penalties for failing to change lanes or slow down when approaching a
disabled vehicle as apply to failing to change lanes or slow down when approaching an emergency or
roadside service vehicle.

Effective date: December 11, 2025

For a full history of the bill, visit the Legislature’s bill history page.
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