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2025 Wisconsin Act 96 Child Abuse or Neglect

[2025 Senate Bill 259] Investigation Notice

BACKGROUND

State law generally requires that child welfare agencies must, within 24 hours after receiving certain
reports of child abuse or suspected abuse, initiate a diligent investigation to determine if the child or
unborn child is in need of protection or services.

2025 WISCONSIN ACT 96

2025 Wisconsin Act 96 requires that if a child welfare agency knows or has reason to know that a parent
of a child or unborn child with respect to whom the agency has initiated such an investigation is a
member of the U.S. armed forces, a reserve component of the U.S. armed forces, or the Wisconsin
National Guard, the agency must provide notice of that investigation to the appropriate authorities of
the U.S. Department of Defense as soon as practicable after initiating the investigation.

The act requires the notice to consist only of the name and address of the child or expectant mother and
the fact that an investigation has been initiated about that child or unborn child. The act imposes the
same confidentiality requirements on such a notice as state law imposes on all reports of suspected
child abuse or neglect.

Effective date: March 15, 2026
For a full history of the bill, visit the Legislature’s bill history page.
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