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Under current law, a court may enter a judgment of divorce or legal separation based on an affidavit 
signed by each party to the action (“final hearing by affidavit”). For a final hearing by affidavit to be 
granted, the parties to the divorce or legal separation action must submit a signed affidavit, which must 
meet a number of requirements, including stating whether the parties were involved in any pending or 
completed court cases, in any jurisdiction, where interspousal battery or domestic abuse are indicated. 

For the purposes of the affidavit, 2025 Wisconsin Act 140 corrects certain cross-references to domestic 
violence and updates cross-references to battery that are consistent with provisions in 2025 Wisconsin 
Act 24, which revised and recodified the battery statutes. 

Effective date: March 29, 2026 

For a full history of the bill, visit the Legislature’s bill history page. 
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