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2025 Wisconsin Act 144 
[2025 Assembly Bill 650] 

Unemployment Insurance and 
Worker’s Compensation Laws  

2025 Wisconsin Act 144 makes changes to the unemployment insurance law and the worker’s 
compensation law. The revisions were generally recommended to the Legislature by the Unemployment 
Insurance Advisory Council and the Worker’s Compensation Advisory Council.  

First, the act authorizes the Department of Workforce Development (DWD) to expend funds from an 
existing unemployment insurance administration appropriation relating to drug testing for costs for 
which federal funding is unavailable. 

Second, the act increases the DWD operations fund for administration of the worker’s compensation 
program by $190,800 in the 2025-26 fiscal year and by $726,100 in the 2026-27 fiscal year. In 
addition, the act specifies that DWD’s costs related to retaining an insurer or other organization to 
process, investigate, and pay claims involving the uninsured employers fund are to be paid from the 
uninsured employers fund, instead of from the worker’s compensation operations fund. 

Effective date: April 1, 2026 

For a full history of the bill, visit the Legislature’s bill history page. 
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