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2025 Wisconsin Act 175 
[2025 Assembly Bill 813] 

WEDC’s Opportunity Attraction 
and Promotion Program 

BACKGROUND 
The Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation (WEDC) is a semi-public entity created to assist 
business development in Wisconsin through the use of grants, loans, and tax credits. Prior law required 
WEDC to establish and administer an economic development program for the purpose of attracting 
major opportunities and events to Wisconsin.  

Among various requirements, prior law directed WEDC to do the following: 

 Create an application for eligible applicants,1  which must include an estimate of projected direct and 
indirect economic benefits, as well as a related cost-benefit analysis for the opportunity or event. 

 Award grants to eligible applicants for major opportunities or events that will draw national 
exposure and drive economic development and visitors to this state. 

Under prior law, eligible applicants were required to expend all grant moneys on a project to attract to 
this state or host in this state, or both, a major opportunity or event that is open to the public, whether 
or not free of charge. In addition, WEDC could only award a grant to an eligible applicant if the 
applicant had secured funding from nonstate sources equal to the amount of the proposed grant.  

2025 WISCONSIN ACT 175 
2025 Wisconsin Act 175 makes various changes to WEDC’s Opportunity Attraction and Promotion 
Program, including to the nature of and responsibilities under the program, the types of authorized 
expenditures, and the types of contribution sources that satisfy the matching requirement.    

Sponsorships  

Act 175 replaces the grant program with a requirement that WEDC sponsor eligible applicants for major 
opportunities and events initiatives. Relatedly, rather than requiring eligible applicants to provide an 
estimate of projected direct and indirect economic benefits, Act 175 instead requires WEDC to estimate 
such benefits prior to awarding a sponsorship, and further eliminates the requirement for a cost-benefit 
analysis concerning the opportunity or event. 

Expenditures 

Act 175 creates an exception for certain types of initiatives on which the sponsorship moneys may be 
expended. While Act 175 maintains the general requirement that eligible applicants expend sponsorship 

                                                 
1  State law, maintained by the act, defines an “eligible applicant” as any of the following in Wisconsin: (a) a city, village, 

town, or county; (b) an American Indian tribe or band in this state; (c) an area v isitor and convention bureau; (d) a 
business improvement district; or (e) a private entity. 
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moneys on initiatives to attract or host in this state a major opportunity or event that is open to the 
public, Act 175 creates an exception that allows up to 25 percent of sponsorship moneys that WEDC 
allocates in each fiscal year to be expended on initiatives that attract to or host in this state, or both, a 
major opportunity or event that is not open to the public. This exception applies only if WEDC 
determines that the opportunity or event will either: (1) attract national exposure to this state; or (2) 
contribute substantially to statewide or regional economic growth.  

For initiatives for which sponsorship moneys are expended under this exception, WEDC must give 
special consideration to applications for initiatives that WEDC determines would occur during a tourist 
off-season or a period of economic need for the state. However, no sponsorship moneys may be 
expended under this exception for opportunities or events that WEDC determines are regularly 
scheduled in this state or rotate destinations within the state.  

Matching Requirement  

As stated above, prior law prohibited WEDC from awarding a grant unless the eligible applicant had 
secured from nonstate sources an amount equal to the proposed grant’s amount. Act 175 removes the 
requirement for nonstate sources and instead allows matching funds from any cash or in-kind 
contributions in an amount equal to the proposed sponsorship award.  

Effective date: April 4, 2026 

For a full history of the bill, visit the Legislature’s bill history page. 
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