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2025 Wisconsin Act 221 Technical Education Equipment

[2025 Senate Bill 366] Grants

Under state law, the Department of Workforce Development awards grants to school districts through a
technical education equipment grant program. 2025 Act 221 makes two changes to this program,
namely, the allowable uses of grant funds and requirements for matching grant awards.

ALLOWABLE USES OF GRANT FUNDS

Prior law allowed school districts to spend these grant funds on the enhancement or improvement of a
technical education facility or for the acquisition of equipment that is used in advanced manufacturing
or construction fields in the workplace, any software necessary to operate the equipment, and any
instructional material necessary to train students to operate the equipment.

Act 221 expands the purposes for which a school district may spend grant funds to include the
construction, renovation, or improvement of school district facilities for the purpose of training
students in construction-related and advanced manufacturing fields, in addition to the allowed uses
under prior law.

MATCHING REQUIREMENTS

Under prior law, as a condition of receiving grant funds, a school district was required to provide
matching funds in the form of money or the monetary value of equipment. If the matching funds were
contributed by private sources, the match was required to be in an amount equal to 100 percent of the
grant award. If any of the matching funds were contributed from school district funds, the match was
required to be in an amount equal to 200 percent of the grant award.

Under the act, matching funds must be equal to or greater than the grant amount, regardless of the
source of the matching funds. Additionally, the act permits matching funds to be in the form of money
or the monetary value of software, tools, equipment, or other in-kind contributions.

Effective date: April 10, 2026

For a full history of the bill, visit the Legislature’s bill history page.
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