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2025 Assembly Bill 362 

Assembly Substitute  
Amendment 1 and Assembly 
Amendment 1 to Assembly 
Substitute Amendment 1 

2025 ASSEMBLY BILL 362 
2025 Assembly Bill 362 requires school districts and charter school operators to have a cardiac 
emergency response plan (CERP) in place for each school under its control beginning in the 2026-27 
school year. This plan must include: (1) the core elements specified in the bill;1  (2) requirements for 
automated external defibrillator (AED) placement; and (3) ongoing training for identified school 
personnel in first aid, cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR), and AED use that follows certain 
guidelines.  

Also beginning in the 2026-27 school year, the bill further requires school districts and charter school 
operators that operate high school grades to have a CERP to respond to an individual experiencing 
sudden cardiac arrest while attending or participating in a school-sponsored athletic practice or 
competition. The plan must include: (1) the core elements; (2) AED placement that is clearly marked 
and accessible in an unlocked location at each athletic venue during practice and competition; and (3) 
that each athletic coach employed by the school obtains and maintains a certification in CPR and AED 
use that follows certain guidelines.  

The bill requires schools to place AEDs only if the Wisconsin Department of Justice’s (DOJ) Office of 
School Safety awards grants under a program created in the bill for the purposes of purchasing AEDs or 
for CPR training, supplies, or materials. The Office of School Safety must determine the grant amount, 
depending on the grade levels offered by the school. The maximum amount of a grant is: (1) $8,000 for 
a high school; (2) $4,000 for a school that offers grades 6 to 8; and (3) $2,000 for a school that offers 
grades K to 5.  

ASSEMBLY SUBSTITUTE AMENDMENT 1 
Assembly Substitute Amendment 1 requires school districts and charter school operators to have a 
CERP in place for each school under its control beginning in the 2027-28 school year. This plan must 
include: (1) the core elements, as defined under the bill; and (2) ongoing training for identified school 

                                                 

1  “The core elements” are defined as: (a) a cardiac emergency response team; (b) a plan to activate the cardiac 
emergency response team in the event of cardiac arrest; (c) distribution of the CERP on school grounds; (d) information 
on AED placement and routine maintenance of the AEDs; (e) incorporation of emergency medical services; (f) annual 
practice of the CERP using drills; (g) annual review and evaluation of the CERP; and (h) following each activation of the 
CERP, a rev iew of the CERP and its implementation.  
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personnel in first aid, CPR, and AED use that follows certain guidelines. However, under the substitute 
amendment, a CERP does not include any requirements for AED placement.  

Similar to the bill, the substitute amendment also requires school districts and charter school operators 
that operate high school grades to have a CERP to respond to an individual experiencing sudden cardiac 
arrest while attending or participating in a school-sponsored athletic practice or competition beginning 
in the 2027-28 school year. This plan must include: (1) the core elements; and (2) that each athletic 
coach employed by the school obtains and maintains a certification in CPR and AED use that follows 
certain guidelines. However, unlike the bill, the substitute amendment does not require that a CERP 
address the placement, marking, and accessibility of AEDs at each athletic venue during practice and 
competition.  

Lastly, the substitute amendment omits the bill’s provisions creating a DOJ grant program and further 
specifies that its provisions do not require a school board or charter school operator to purchase an 
AED.  

ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT 1 TO ASSEMBLY SUBSTITUTE AMENDMENT 1 
Under Assembly Amendment 1 to Assembly Substitute Amendment 1, if the school board or charter 
school operator that operates high school grades places an AED in or at an athletic venue, the AED 
placement must be clearly marked and in an unlocked location during practice and competitions. 
Additionally, the training requirements for each athletic coach employed by the school must be created 
in consultation with a licensed athletic trainer or considering recommendations by the National Athletic 
Trainer’s Association.  

The amendment also specifies that the bill’s provisions do not prohibit a health care professional from 
acting within the scope of practice of that professional’s license, certificate, permit, or registration.  

BILL HISTORY 
On October 21, 2025, Representative Spiros offered Assembly Substitute Amendment 1. On October 27, 
2025, Representative Spiros offered Assembly Amendment 1 to Assembly Substitute Amendment 1. On 
November 6, 2025, the Assembly Committee on Education voted to adopt Assembly Amendment 1 to 
Assembly Substitute Amendment 1, Assembly Substitute Amendment 1, and the bill, as amended, on 
consecutive votes of Ayes; 12, Noes 0.  

For a full history of the bill, visit the Legislature’s bill history page.  
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