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2025 Assembly Bill 866 
Assembly  

Amendment 1 

2025 ASSEMBLY BILL 866 
2025 Assembly Bill 866 makes various changes relating to the office of county sheriff, including all of 
the following: 

 Clarifying undersheriffs’ duties and the procedural requirements for appointing an undersheriff. 

 Clarifying how medical examiners are appointed. 

 Designating the county clerk, rather than a county coroner, as the person to receive service of 
process when a sheriff is party to a legal action. 

 Creating new procedures governing discipline of sheriff deputies in counties that do not have a 
countywide civil service system or a civil service commission. 

 Providing for temporary appointment by a circuit court’s presiding judge when a vacancy arises in 
the office of sheriff and there is no undersheriff, rather than filling such vacancy with a coroner 
under current law. 

 Removing obsolete provisions relating to county traffic patrol officers. 

ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT 1 
Assembly Amendment 1 makes two changes to the bill. Both changes relate to the procedures for 
discipline of deputy sheriffs.  

First, the amendment clarifies that, if an applicable collective bargaining agreement specifies a longer 
timeline for requesting a hearing on charges than the two-week period for doing so under the bill, the 
timeline in the collective bargaining agreement applies. 

Second, the bill repeals a provision of current law that specifies that a deputy sheriff may not be 
suspended or dismissed without pay or benefits for any action within the scope of the deputy’s 
employment until the matter is disposed of by a grievance committee or civil service commission, or the 
time for appeal has passed. The amendment restores that provision of current law. 

BILL HISTORY 
Representative Tusler offered Assembly Amendment 1 on February 3, 2026. On February 4, 2026, the 
Assembly Committee on Local Government voted to recommend adoption of the amendment on a vote 
of Ayes, 10; Noes, 0. The committee then voted to recommend passage of the bill, as amended, on a vote 
of Ayes, 9; Noes, 1. 

For a full history of the bill, visit the Legislature’s bill history page. 
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