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2025 SENATE BILL 259

Current law generally requires that child welfare agencies must, within 24 hours after receiving certain
reports of child abuse or suspected abuse, initiate a diligent investigation to determine if the child or
unborn child is in need of protection or services.

The bill requires that if a child welfare agency knows or has reason to know that a parent of a child or
unborn child with respect to whom the agency has initiated such an investigation is a member of the
U.S. armed forces, a reserve component of the U.S. armed forces, or the Wisconsin National Guard, the
agency must provide notice of that investigation to the appropriate authorities of the U.S. Department
of Defense within 24 hours of initiating the investigation.

SENATE AMENDMENT 1

The amendment provides that notice from child welfare agencies must be given to the appropriate
military authorities “as soon as practicable after” after initiating the investigation instead of within 24
hours of initiating the investigation.

BILL HISTORY

Senator Jacque offered Senate Amendment 1 on July 21, 2025. On October 7, 2025, the Senate
Committee on Natural Resources, Veteran and Military Affairs voted to recommend adoption of the
amendment, and passage of the bill, as amended, on votes of Ayes, 5; Noes, 0.

For a full history of the bill, visit the Legislature’s bill history page.
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