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Senate

2025 Senate Bill 310 Amendment 1

BACKGROUND

Under current law, the power to declare an emergency at the local level is generally exercised by a local
governing body. [ss. 323.11 and 323.14 (4) (a), Stats.] However, if the governing body is unable to meet
promptly because of the emergency conditions, then the chief executive officer of a city, village, town, or
county may declare an emergency by issuing a proclamation. [s. 323.14 (4) (b), Stats.]

2025 SENATE BILL 310

2025 Senate Bill 310 limits the duration of a local emergency proclamation by a chief executive officer
to 60 days, unless the local governing body extends the proclamation. That time period mirrors a 60-
day time period for gubernatorial emergency declarations under current law.

The bill also creates a definition of “chief executive officer” for purposes of local emergency
declarations. Specifically, the bill defines “chief executive officer” to mean any of the following: (1) the
county executive of a county, the county administrator of a county, or, in a county with an
administrative coordinator, the county board chair; (2) the mayor or city manager of a city; (3) the
village president of a village; (4) the town board chairperson of a town; or (5) a person acting as, or
temporarily filling the role of, a person listed in one of the other four categories.

SENATE AMENDMENT 1

Senate Amendment 1 adds village managers to the list of positions included in the definition of “chief
executive officer” under the bill.

BILL HISTORY

Senator Tomczyk offered Senate Amendment 1 on June 19, 2025. On November 10, 2025, the Senate
Committee on Transportation and Local Government voted to recommend adoption of the amendment
and passage of the bill, as amended, on votes of Ayes, 5; Noes, 0.

For a full history of the bill, visit the Legislature’s bill history page.
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