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2025 ASSEMBLY BILL 439

September 19, 2025 - Introduced by Representatives TRANEL, HURD, VANDERMEER,
BEHNKE, BRILL, DITTRICH, GOODWIN, GREEN, GUNDRUM, KNODL, KREIBICH,
MIRESSE, MURPHY, MURSAU, NOVAK, O'CONNOR, PENTERMAN, SORTWELL,
SPIROS, STROUD, WICHGERS and ANDERSON, cosponsored by Senators
MARKLEIN, FEYEN, JACQUE, JAGLER, NASS, SPREITZER, TESTIN, TOMCZYK and
WIMBERGER. Referred to Committee on Transportation.

AN ACT to renumber and amend 86.31 (30) (b) 4.; to create 86.31 (30) (b) 4. c.

of the statutes; relating to: eligibility of a highway for an agricultural roads

improvement program grant.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, the Department of Transportation administers an
agricultural roads improvement program (ARIP) under which DOT provides grants
to political subdivisions for projects to improve certain highway facilities that
facilitate access to agricultural lands. Among the current eligibility criteria for
projects under this program is a requirement that the highway have a
demonstrated level of insufficiency for agricultural traffic. Currently, this may be
demonstrated either by the highway having been designated as a class “B” highway
due to structural deficiencies or having been subject to a posted weight limitation
for at least one month during the previous year.

This bill adds an additional option for demonstrating insufficiency. Namely,
under the bill, the requirement is satisfied if an engineering analysis performed by
a registered professional engineer indicates that the highway is unable to
accommodate heavy agricultural traffic.

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.
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ASSEMBLY BILL 439 SECTION 1

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 86.31 (30) (b) 4. of the statutes is renumbered 86.31 (30) (b) 4.
(intro.) and amended to read:

86.31 (30) (b) 4. (intro.) Fhe Any of the following applies to the highway under

subd. 1. or the highway upon which the bridge or culvert under subd. 1. is located:

a. The highway is designated as a class “B” highway under s. 349.15 due to
structural deficiencies er.

b. The highway has been subject to a posted weight limitation for at least one
month during the previous year.

SECTION 2. 86.31 (30) (b) 4. c. of the statutes is created to read:

86.31 (30) (b) 4. c. An engineering analysis performed by a registered
professional engineer indicates that the highway is unable to accommodate heavy
agricultural traffic.

(END)



