Published under 85.93 Wis. Stats., by the Legislative Reference Bureau.
1 DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND RAMILIES DCF 21.03

Chapter DCF 21
RE-ENTRY INTO OUT-OF-HOME CARE FOR YOUTH 18 YEARS OF
AGE OR OVER, BUT UNDER 21 YEARS OF AGE

DCF21.01 Purpose. DCF21.05 Voluntary transition—to—independent-living agreement.
DCF 21.02  Definitions. DCF 21.06 Placement and supervision.
DCF 21.03 Eligibility. DCF 21.07 Termination.
DCF 21.04 Youth's request to re—enter out-of-home-care and agency-detddCF 21.08 Appeal rights.
mination. DCF 21.09 Reapplication following denial or termination.

DCF 21.01 Purpose. This chapter providesonditions (a) The youths anticipatediate of and age at dischgarfrom
and procedures for re—entry into out-of-home care for youtbut-of-homecare.
underss.48.366and938.366 Stats. (b) Information on how the youth will obtain and secure hous
History: EmR1414 emerg. cr, eff. 8-1-14;CR 14-054 cr. Register April ing.

2015No. 712 eff. 5-1-15.

o-Tize (c) Information on how the youth will manage health care

DCF 21.02 Definitions. In this chapter: needs. . ) . .

(1) “Administrative law judge” means an administrative hear  (d) Information on whether thgputh intends to continue with
ing examiner employed by the division of hearings and appeal@rmal education and how theouth will attain his or her educa

(2) “Agency” means a county department of sosiafvices tional goals. - o o _
unders. 46.22 Stats.; a county department of human services (€) Techniques for building relationships with supportive
unders.46.23 Stats.; the department; or the department of corretdults.
tions. () Employment services that are available to the youth.

(3) “Aging out” means, except as provided undergs368 (g) Workforce support that is available to the youth.
and938.368 Stats., a youth is disclgadfrom out-of-home care  (h) The continuation of necessary supportive independent liv
dueto termination of an order under48.355 48.357 48.365  ing services after the youth leaves out-of-home care.

48.427 938.355 938.357 or 938.365 Stats., made before the (i) |nformation onhow the youth can obtain essential docu
youthreaches 18 years of age that places or continues the plagents.
mentof the youth in out-of-home care; termination ebéuntary @) “O ” :

o S e _ P ut-of-homecare” means care and maintenapce
fll’g.lﬂ?]lgg;n }gcénn?gﬁfgdfenérgg’éﬁgetﬁrg%gtté Oéftg:]m'g?:'ﬁ;fgflgvided to a youth in a foster home, group home, residential care
ina- yp g y Wenterfor children and youth, ithe home of a relative other than

9 aparent, or in a supervised independent living arrangement under

(a) The date that the youth reaches 18 years of age.  an order under s48.355 48.357 48.365 938.355 938.357 or

(b) The date that the youth is grantdhigh school or high 938.365 Stats., or irthe guardianship and custody of an agency
schoolequivalency diploma or the date on whibk child reaches specifiedin s.48.427 (3m) (a) 1to 4. or (am), Stats., under an
19years of age, whichever occurs first, if the youth is a full-timgrderunder s48.43 Stats.

studentat a secondary school or its vocational or techeigaiva (10) “Residentialcare center for children and youth” means
lentand is reasonably expected to complete the program befgrgicjlity operated by a child welfare agency licensed under s.
reachingl9 years of age. 48.6Q Stats., and ctfRCF 52for the care and maintenance of ¢hil

(c) The date that a youth who is 18 years of age or over malggenresiding in that facility
adecision to leave out-of-home caned the order is dismissed, (11) “Voluntary placement agreement’” means vaitten
the voluntary-transition-to-independent-living agreemefetis 3greemenbetween a countgiepartment of social services under
minated,or the voluntary placement agreement is terminated. s '46.22 Stats.; a county department of human services under s.
(d) The date of termination of an order undei8&35548.357  46.23 Stats.; the department; or a child welfare agency licensed
48.365 48.427 938.355 938.357 or 938.365 Stats., that pro unders.48.6Q Stats., anthe child or youtls parent or guardian
videsfor termination ongear or less after the date on which thendthe child, if the child oyouth is 12 years of age or olgéar
orderwas entered. the placement of the child or youth in a foster home or group home
(4) “Division of hearings and appeals” means the division ¢fnders.48.63 (1) Stats.
hearingsand appeals within the department of administration.  (12) “Voluntary transition—to—independent-livingagree
(5) “Foster home” means any facility operated by a persoment” means a voluntary agreememder s.48.366 (3)or

licensedunder s48.62 (1) Stats., and clDCF 56 938.366(3), Stats.

u ” i History: EmR1414 emerg. cr, eff. 8-1-14,;CR 14-054 cr. Register April
(6) “Group home” means a facility operatdsly a person ,\c\: 712 eff. 5-1-15,

licensedby the department under48.625 Stats., and ctDCF
57to provide 24-hour care for 5 to 8 residents. DCF 21.03 Eligibility. (1) A youth who was dischged
(7) “Hearing” means a de novo proceedhmgfore an impartial from out—-of-home carby aging out on or after August 1, 2014,
administrativdlaw judge in which the youth dne youths repre  andwho did not immediately enter a voluntary transition-te—in
sentativepresents the reasons why the agency action or inactibependent-livingagreement or by termination of a voluntary
in the youth$ case should be corrected. transition-to—independent-livinggreement may be eligible to
(8) “Independentiving—transition-to—disch@e plan” means re—enteout-of-home caré all of the following conditions are
aplan for each youth exiting care on or after the age of 18 that cotet:
tainsprovisions to ensure that basic resources aoéae for the (a) The youth is 18 years of age or over but under 21 years of
youth’stransition to adulthood, including all of the following: age.
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DCF 21.03 WISCONSINADMINISTRATIVE CODE 2

(b) The youth is a full-time student asacondary school or tion and send a written notice to the youth. If the youth is not

its technical or vocational equivalent. enrolledin school, the agency under s(B) (b) shall assist the
(c) There is an individualized education program under ¥outhwith re—enroliment in school.
115.787 Stats., in déct for the youth. (7) If the agency under suB) (b) is not the agency in the
(2) Theagency shall allow a youth who meets the eligibilitgounty where the youth resides, the agency where the youth
criteriato re—enter out-of-home care at least 2 times. Irc?vsvli?z]'Sha" assist the agency under g@p.(b) with all of the fok

(3) Theagency may use its discretion in determinirigether

to allow a youth who meets the eligibility criteria to re—enter out- (&) Verifying the youths enroliment in @econdary school or
of-homecare more than 2 times. its technical or vocational equivalent.

Note: Issues the agency maant to consider include whether the youth is home  (b) Verifying that an individualized education program under

lessor at imminentisk of becoming homeless, is pregnant or parenting, or has signg Qi
icant mental health issues. The agency may also want to consider whether tise ycr)gfhlls'787’ Stats., is in ééct for the youth.

lastdischage from out-of-home care wasrsuant to an independent living-transi ~ (C) Interviewing the youth.

tion—-to-dischamg@lan that was agreed to by the youth and the agency i ; f
History: EmR1414 emerg. ct, eff. 8-1-14:,CR 14-054 cr. Register April (d) Obtaining signatures from the youth and, if needed, the
2015No. 712 eff. 5-1-15. youth’s guardian.

(8) (a) If the agency under sutB) (b) determines that the

DCF 21.04 Youth’s request to re—enter out-of- youthis eligible under SDCF 21.03 the agency shall enter into
home-care and agency determination. (1) A youth who avoluntary transition—to—independent-living agreement with the
was dischaged from out—of-home care by aging out on or aftgrouth within the same 5 working days that eligibility is deter
Augustl, 2014, and who did not immediately enter a voluntaminedunder sub(6). If the agency under suf) (b) determines
transition—to—independent-livirggreement or by termination of thatthe youth is not eligible, the agency shall send a written notice
a voluntary transition—-to—-independent-living agreememay within 5 working days after the determination is made that speci
submita written request for a determination of eligibility to re—enfies the reasons for the denial and informs the youth of Hieor
ter out—of-home care that contaialf of the following informa  right to appeal under CF 21.08

tion: (b) Notwithstanding pafa), if the agency determines that the
(a) The youths full name. youthis eligible and makesfefts to contact the youth using the
(b) The youtrs date of birth. contactinformation provided by the youth and the youth dusts

espondthe agency shall enter into a new voluntaaysition—

Th n information an n informati b oA .
(c) The youtrs contact information and contact informatio —independent-livinggreement with the youth as soon as{rac
I

for anothemperson who will know where the youth is and be ab
to contact him or her ticable _ _
I History: EmR1414 emerg. cr, eff. 8-1-14;,CR 14-054 cr. Register April

(d) The agency that had placement and care responsibility $015No. 712 eff. 5-1-15.
theyouth when he or she last left out-of-home care.

(e) The secondary school or its technical or vocational equiva DCF 21.05 Voluntary transition-to-independent-
lentwhere the youth'is enrolled or an attestation by the ythath living agreement. The voluntary transition—to-independent-
he or shedoes not have a high school diploma and wants to re-éiMing agreement shall be on a form prescribed bylépartment
roll in secondary school or its technical or vocational equivaledfldinclude all of the following conditions:

(f) The youth attests that he or shedraindividualized eduea (1) Theyouth is 18 years of age or over but under 21 years of
tional program under €.15.787 Stats., in déct. age.

(g) If known, contact information for a person at the yauth’  (2) Theyouth is a full-time student at a secondary school or
secondanschool orits technical or vocational equivalent who idts technical or vocational equivalent.
on the youth$ individualizededucation program team under s. (3) Thereis an individualized education program under s.
115.787 Stats. 115.787 Stats., in déct for the youth.

(2) If a youth requests that an agency aghistyouth with (4) The youth will participate in activities assigned by the
writing the request for determination of eligibilitthe agency agencyto prepare the youth for independent living.
shallassist the youth. (5) The youth will comply with school attendance require

(3) A youth may submit a written request for a determinatiomentsin the youths individualized education program under s.
of eligibility to re—enter out—of-home cate any of the following 115.787 Stats., school district policies, and truancy laws and ordi

agencies: nances.

(a) The county department of social services undé622 (6) The youth will not be missinfjom his or her out—of-home
Stats. or the county department of human services undé.23 careplacement for more than 2 weeks without contact with the
Stats.,in the county where the youth resides. agency.

(b) The agency that had placement and care responsibility for(7) If there is any change in the youtitircumstancethat
the youthwhenthe youths most recent out—of-home care placeaffectsa provision of the voluntary transition-to—independent—
mentterminated or the youth aged out. living agreement, the youth will notify the agenaghin 10 calen

(4) The agency that receivethe youths request for deter d"”‘\'l"?aysFaﬂerDtChlf 'f‘jgé%eg\zfe tOf thf Chtangte-l tependentLiv
H H inihili H H H ote: orm —F= —EMoluntar ansition—to—Iindepenaent—LIvin
mmatlon.Of e“glblhty shall prowde the yOUth with a yvrltten Agreementis available in the forms section )Cl)f the departmentwegsim//dcf.wis— 9
eXp|_ana_t|0l’_Df the_YOUth_S appea_l rlghtS_ U_nder_BC_F _Z;L_-Oajf the  consin.goyor by writing to the Division of Safety and Permanend®, Box 8916,
applicationis denied qrif determined eligible, if eligibility is later Madisonwi 53708-8916.
terminatedunder sDCF 21.07 History: EmR1414 emerg. cr, eff. 8-1-14;,CR 14-054 cr. Register April
: ) 2015No. 712 eff. 5-1-15.
(5) Theagency undesub.(3) (b)shall determine the youth’
eligibility for re—_entry to out—-of-home care undeb€F 21.03 DCF 21.06 Placement and supervision. (1) Within 24
If a youth submits a request to re-enter out-of-home care to fagirsafter the voluntary transition-to—independent-living agree
agencyin the county wheréne youth resides and that agency ifnentis signed, the agency undefXCF 21.04 (3) (bshall place
not the agency under suf8) (b), that agency shall forward the the youth in out-of-home care or the home of a person not-a rela
youth'srequest to the agency undeib.(3) (b)on the same day  tive under s48.207 (1) (for 938.207 (1Xf), Stats., or shall make
(6) Within 5 working days after receiving the yowthequest, otherarrangements for housing for theuth. The agency under
theagency under sulB) (b) shall make an eligibility determina s. DCF 21.04 (3) (byhall place the youth ia long—term out-
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3 DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND RAMILIES DCF 21.09
of-homecare placement within 10 days aflee voluntary transi (3) If the director of the agency or his or her designee upholds
tion—-to—independent-livinggreement is signed. thedenial or termination, the youth may submit a written request

(2) If the youth resides ia county other than the county wherdor anappeal to the administrator of the departneediision of
theagency under CF 21.04 (3) (b)s located, the agency in thesafety and permanence within 10 days after the date of the
countywhere the youth resides shall supervise the youth joinggency’swritten decision under suf2). The divisionadministra
with the agency under BICF 21.04 (3) (h) The agency in the tor or his or her de3|gnee_shall con_S|de_r the recommendation on
countywhere the youthesides shall conduct monthly face-to-whetherto uphold the denial or termination made by a pees!
face contacts with the youth and shall provide the agency undgnatedby the director of the bureau of permanence and out-
s.DCF 21.04 (3) (byith documentation of the contacts and othedf~homecare in the division of safety and permanence. The divi
updatesnecessary to support the care and supervisiotheof Sion administrator or his or her designee shall make a

youth. determinatiorand send the written decision to the youth within
History: EmR1414 emerg. ct, eff. 8-1-14;CR 14-054 cr. Register Aprii  Working days after the department received the requestelf
2015No. 712 eff. 5-1-15. youth doesnot submit a written request for an appeal to the depart

ment’'sdivision of safety and permanence within 10 days after the

DCF 21.07 Termination. (1) The agency shatbrminate o ¢ theagencys written decision under su2), the denial or

a voluntary transition—to—independent-living agreement with o h

. Y . rminationbecomes final.

youthwho IS no longer eligible und.e.rBCF 2_1.030!’ who faI!S_ Note: An appeal to the division administrator may be sent by mail to the Extended
to comply with the voluntary transition—to-independent-livingyt-of-HomeCare Panel, Division of Safety and Permanence, 28taghington
agreementinder sDCF 21.05 except as provided in suf2). Avei,@PO_. Box 8916, Madison WI, 53701 or by email @HCExtensionAp-

(2) The agency shall not terminate the voluntagnsition— P2 @Wisconsin.gov . . -
to—independent-livinggreement with a youtiho is not in com (4) (a) A youth may request a hearing with the division of
pliance with the voluntary transition-to-independent-living hearingsand appeals under @7, Stats., and ctdA 3 if the divi-
agreemenif the noncompliance iwith s.DCF 21.05 (2)(4), (5), Sion administrator or his or her designee upholds the agency
or (6) and the youth actively participates in the development offgnialor termination under suig). S
plan to address the concern and demonstrates a willingness tdb) A request for a hearing shall be in writing, addressed to the
complywith the plan that is developed. division of hearings and appeals, and filed within 45 days after the

(3) To terminate a voluntary transition—to—independentu—livdat'?Of the notice from the division administrator or his or her
ing agreement with a youth, an agency shall send the youti€signeeupholding the denial or termination under s(&). A
noticeof termination that will becomefettive 10 days after the 'equestfor a hearing mailed to the divisioof hearings and
dateof the notice. If the agency sends the notice of terminatioippea@ha” be considered filedith the division on the date of
andthe youth files a timely appeal as provided DGF 21.08 (1) thepostmark. If the youth does not requestearing by the divi
(3), or (4), the adverse actioshall be stayed and the youth shaffion of hearings and appeals within 45 days after the date of the
remain eligible pending the decision of the agendision notice from the division administrator or his or her designee
administrator,or administrative law judge or expiration of thedPholdingthe denial otermination under sulf3), the denial or

right to appeal under &CF 21.08 (1)(3), or (4). teLmtlna/‘ilgnb_ecomes tf'”hal-ld be addressed to the Division of Hear g
B . _1_1A- _ B o ote: earing request snou e addresse (0] e DiIvision O earings an
20';155,&%?"7153? k14 emerg. cr, eff. 8-1-14:CR 14-054 or. Register April 5 eals 5005 W University Suite 201, Madison, 18consin 53705-5400,

History: EmR1414 emerg. cr, eff. 8-1-14;,CR 14-054 cr. Register April
DCF 21.08 Appeal rights. (1) A youth may submit a 2015No- 712 eff. 5-1-15.
written request for an appeal of an agency denial of the youth’ I . .
requesto re—enteout-of—-home care or an agency termination of .DCt:.F 21.I??h Reatﬁpllcatlcl).n f?””c’w'.ng gen.""}l ?[h terﬂ-a’
the voluntary transition—to-independent agreement between 18100 710 YOLT [BERPISS 10 OV\r”ngndenrlalsc?F De e
youthand the agencyThe request shall be sent to the director GPP tca o (i. e ef tﬁou OmbP 'b(?l'(t:a e; eDCF o 67”(] )
theagency ohis or her designee within 10 days after the date gf & (ermination ot the yousieligibility under sb.r 21.9/ the
the agencys notice of denial or termination. If the youth does nddencymay suspend processingtbé application if it determines
requestan appeal within 1@lays after the date of the agerscy’ ™ atthe situation related tine rationale for the denial or termina
notice of denial under SDCF 21.04 (8)or termination under s. 1N has notchanged. \Whin 2 working days after the agency
DCF 21.07 (3) the denial or termination becomes final. decidesto suspend processing of the application, the agency shall
(?Endthe youth a written notice of its decision. The notificatbn

(2) The director of the agency or his or her designee sh ; : :
makea determination on the youttdppeal request for appeal an h: gggg%ﬁhan include a statement of the yosthight to appeal

senda ertten decision n? later than 3 working days after theHistory: EmR1414 emerg. cr, eff. 8-1-14;CR 14-054 cr. Register April
agencyreceived the youtk'request for appeal under s(b). 2015No: 712 eff. 5-1-15.
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