
Published under s. 35.93, Wis. Stats., by the Legislative Reference Bureau.

1 MARRIAGE & FAMILY THERAPY, COUNSELING & SOCIAL WORKER MPSW 2.01

Chapter MPSW 2

DEFINITIONS FOR PRACTICE OF SOCIAL WORK

MPSW 2.01 Definitions.

Note:  Chapter SFC 2 was created as an emergency rule effective April 26, 1993.
Note:  Chapter SFC 2 was renumbered ch. MPSW 2 under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 1., 

Stats., and corrections made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register October 
2002 No. 562.

MPSW 2.01 Definitions.  In chs. MPSW 2 to 6:
(1) XAccreditedY means accredited by the council on social 

work education.
(2) XCertified advanced practice social workerY means a per-

son who holds a certificate under s. 457.08 (2), Stats.
(4) XCertified independent social workerY means a person 

who holds a certificate under s. 457.08 (3), Stats.
(5) XCertified social workerY means a person who holds a 

certificate under s. 457.08 (1) or 457.09, Stats.
(6) XClientY means the individual, group, business, agency, 

school, organization, or association for whom the social worker 
provides professional services.  The term XclientY includes the 
term and concept of Xpatient.Y

(7) XClinical field trainingY means a minimum of one aca-
demic year in the supervised practice of clinical social work ser-
vices consisting of assessment; diagnosis; treatment, including 
psychotherapy and counseling; client-centered advocacy; consul-
tation; and evaluation.  XClinical field trainingY does not include 
indirect social work service, administrative, research, or other 
practice emphasis.

(8) XClinical social work practiceY means providing services 
for the diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of mental and emo-
tional disorders in individuals, families, and groups, to restore, 
maintain, and enhance social functioning through treatment inter-
ventions that include psychosocial evaluation, counseling of indi-
viduals, families, or groups, referral to community resources, ad-
vocacy, facilitation of organizational change to meet social needs, 
and individual, marital, or group psychotherapy.

(9) XClinical social work concentrationY means a course of 
study with a primary focus on resolving intrapsychic and inter-
personal problems by means of direct contact with clients at the 
individual, small group and family level.  A concentration on 
community or organizational problems, social planning or policy 
development does not constitute a clinical social work concentra-
tion.  To qualify as a master[s or doctoral degree in social work 
with a concentration in clinical social work, the course of study 
shall include one course in psychopathology and social work and, 
from among the following, 2 theory and practice courses:

(a)  Case management.
(c)  Clinical assessment and treatment of specific populations 

and problems, such as children, adolescent, elderly, alcohol and 
drug abuse, family or couples relationships.

(d)  Psychopharmacology.
(e)  Psychotherapeutic interventions.

(f)  Electives such as family therapy, social work with groups, 
sex- or gender-related issues and topics.

(10) XCounselingY means the process of identifying and pro-
viding options for the resolution or mitigation of an undesired cir-
cumstance.  Counseling characteristically involves the provision 
of education, support, advice, guidance, or assistance with plan-
ning, and other services of a similar character but does not neces-
sarily involve a long term counselor-client relationship.

(10m) XFace-to-faceY means in person or real time video 
conferencing where all parties can communicate by simultaneous 
means of audio, telephone, video, or data communications.

(11) XInterpersonalY means between 2 or among 3 or more 
individuals or groups.

(12) XIntrapsychicY means occurring within one[s personality 
or psyche.

(12m) XLicensed clinical social workerY means a person who 
holds a license under s. 457.08 (4), Stats.

(13) XPrimary clinical settingY means a facility, or a unit 
within a facility, whose primary purpose is to treat persons with a 
DSM diagnosis.

(15) XRegionally accredited college or universityY means a 
college or university which is accredited by any of the following 
bodies:  the New England association of schools and colleges, the 
middle states association of colleges and schools, the north cen-
tral association of colleges and schools, the northwest association 
of schools and colleges, the southern association of colleges and 
schools, the western association of schools and colleges.

(16) XSocial workerY has the meaning given in s. 457.01 (10), 
Stats., and is interpreted to be a general term describing all per-
sons who hold any certificate or license under s.  458.08, Stats., 
or any rules adopted pursuant to s. 457.03 (3), Stats., establishing 
levels of social work practice.

(17) XSupervised clinical field trainingY means training in a 
primary clinical setting which must include at least 2 semesters of 
field placement where more than 50% of the practice is to assess 
and treat interpersonal and intrapsychic issues in direct contact 
with individuals, families or small groups.

(18) XSupervisionY means supervision of the professional 
practice of social work in the applied skills of the profession.  Su-
pervision may be performed face-to-face whether in person or 
remotely.

History:  Cr. Register, November, 1993, No. 455, eff. 12-1-93; am. (5), Register, 
November, 1996, No. 491, eff. 12-1-96; CR 00-147: r. and recr. (9), renum. (11), 
(12), (13), (14) and (15) to be (14), (15), (16), (18) and (19), and cr. (11), (12), (13), 
and (17), Register August 2001 No. 548, eff. 9-1-01; CR 02-105: am. (intro.), (8), 
(11), (13) and (16), renum. (3) to be (12m) and am., r. (19), Register October 2002 
No. 562, eff. 11-1-02; CR 05-042: am. (9) (intro.), r. (9) (b) Register December 2005 
No. 600, eff. 1-1-06; CR 13-118: r. (14) Register September 2014 No. 705, eff. 10-1-
14; correction in (intro.) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register February 
2015 No. 710; correction in (intro.) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register 
February 2017 No. 739; CR 24-012: cr. (10m), am. (18) Register May 2025 No. 
833, eff. 6-1-25.

Published under s. 35.93, Stats. Updated on the first day of each month.  Entire code is always current.  The Register date on each page is the date 
the chapter was last  published. 

Register May 2025 No. 833

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/35.93
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/MPSW%202.01
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/register/562/B/toc
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/register/562/B/toc
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/ch.%20MPSW%202
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/administrativecode/ch.%20MPSW%206
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/457.08(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/457.08(3)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/457.08(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/457.09
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/457.08(4)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/457.01(10)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/458.08
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/457.03(3)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/register/455/B/toc
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/register/491/B/toc
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/register/491/B/toc
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/cr/2000/147
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/register/548/B/toc
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/cr/2002/105
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/register/562/B/toc
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/register/562/B/toc
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/cr/2005/42
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/register/600/B/toc
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/register/600/B/toc
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/cr/2013/118
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/register/705/B/toc
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/13.92(4)(b)7.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/register/710/B/toc
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/register/710/B/toc
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/13.92(4)(b)7.
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/register/739/B/toc
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/register/739/B/toc
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/cr/2024/12
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/register/833/B/toc
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/register/833/B/toc
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/35.93

