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Chapter NR 150
ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS AND REVIEW PROCEDURES

NR 150.01  Purpose. NR 150.20 Environmental analysis of department actions.
NR 150.02  Applicability. NR 150.30 EIS action analysis.

NR 150.03  Definitions. NR 150.35 WEPA Compliance determination.

NR 150.04  Policy. NR 150.40 Cooperation with other agencies.

NR 150.05 WERA Coordinator NR 150.50 Document retention and management.

NR 150.10 Strategic analysis.

Note: Chapter NR 150 was repealed and recreRegister March 2014 N699 (12) “Human environment” means the natural or physical
] ) o environmentjncluding the components, structures, and funetion

NR 150.01 Purpose. This chapter outlines the definitions,ing of ecosystems, and the relationship of people with that envi
proceduresand criteria to be used tiye department in the imple ronment,including aesthetic, historic, cultural, economic, social,
mentationof s.1.11, Stats. The purpose of this chapter is to assugidhuman health-related components.
tﬂat_ the depgrtm&nt ﬁecis_iofnmake_rs, otrger %?cisi(;nlrpakersz danc{12m) “Integrated analysis action”means a department
theinterested public have information to be able to fully considggion tor which department programmatic rocedupesvide
the short- and long—term iekcts of department policies, plans,f r public disclosurg and incllﬁ)degan environ?nental analysis that

programsand actions on the quality of the human environme : g : ; .
Note: Sectionl. 11, Stats. was enacted as 24 laws of 1971, amended k. rovidessuficient information to establisthat an environmental

204, laws of 1973, and is known as thésénsin environmental policy act or WP impactstatement is not required.
History: CR 13-022cr. Register March 2014 No. 696f. 4-1-14. (13) “Issue” means a genera| Subject7 topic or question
. . . concerninghe use of, or &ct on, natural resources about which
NR 150.02  Applicability. This chapter shall apply to all {he gepartment may or may not have authority
departmentctions which may negativelyfaft the quality of the (14) “Lead agency” means the state or federal agewitl

human environment and to consideration of strategatural . b . . :
9 jprimary concern or responsibility for a given project or action as

resourceissues or policies which may involve unresolved-co Ueterminedby law interagency consultatiomr written aaree
flicts concerning alternative uses of available resources. ment y law gency o 9

Note: There are several statutory exemptions fromX ], Stats., including the . ) ) )
following: 5.30.025 Stats. (construction of certain high voltage transmission lines); (15) “Minor action” means a department actittrat is not
$s.160.23and160.25 Stats. (responses to groundwater standards exceedancesy, $ni it i i i
283.93 Stats. (WPDES permit actions, except for WPDES permit actions for n?v%ﬂgjecno s.1.11 (2) (©) Stats'bec.ayse It.IS not .In conflict with
sources)s.285.60 (2g) (bpnd(3) (b), Stats. (air registration permits and general perStateor feder_al environmental policiesd is not likely to do any
mits); and $s295.44 295.45 295.65 and295.645 Stats. (ferrous mining exploration of the following:

licenseshulk sampling approvals, successor operators, and resporgesrdwa s d f duci limiti . |
ter standards exceedances). The department may have previously conducted envirod @) ~Set precedent for reducing or limiting environmental
mentalanalyses under 4.11 Stats., for actions that are exempt unde288.93  protection.

Stats. even though the department was not statutorily required to do so. (b) Result in deleterious fetcts over Ia;]e geographic areas

History: CR 13-022cr. Register March 2014 No. 696f. 4-1-14.
(c) Result in long-term deleteriousfesfts that are prohibi
NR 150.03 Definitions. (1) “Action” means any final tively difficult or expensive to reverse.
decisionby the department to exercise the departrsestéitutory  (d) Result in deleteriousfetts on especially important, criti
or administrative rule authority thatfa€ts thequality of the cal or sensitive environmental resources.
humanenvironment includingctions under §iR 150.20 (1mjo ;
(4), but not including policies as defined in s(®). (fe) FanoI;:g brogdtputt.)h:: (.:okn:ror\:ersy life. health fot
(2) “Alternatives” means other actions or activitieghich @ ?SL,J, in substantial r|"s 0 human fite, healih, or salety
may be reasonably available to achieve the same or altered pur (16) “Mitigating measure” means an action or activity -pro

poseof the proposed action or project, including the alternative BpSedor undertaken by federal or other s@gencies, the depart
no action. mentor an applicant to reduce the severity or extent of environ

(3) “Applicant’ meansa person who applies for a permit mentaleffects that would result from a proposed action or activity

license,or approval granted or issued by the department. (16m) “Natural resource management, timber management,
(4) “Cumulative effects” meansompounding décts result or environmental restorationficludes all actions associated with

ing from repeated or other proximal actions, activitieprojects. 1€ Management, economic production, protection, and restora

u N tion of native and non—native fisgame, plants, trees and timper
®) D“epartment means fhe department of natueBoUrces. apiatnrotection, habitat management, habitat restorasitii,
(5m) “Departmentfacility” means department infrastructure,cyitural practices, forest inventgrghemicaland mechanical site

includingdams, buildings, roads, and trails for resounemage preparationtimber harvesting, timber sales, timber transporting,

ment, public use, or other purposes. tree planting, directseeding, forest type conversions, invasive
(6) “EIR” means environmental impact report. speciescontrol, timber stand improvement activities, forest nurs
(7) “EIS” means environmental impact statement. ery operations, prescribed burning, fire prevention, fire detection,

(8) “Environmentalanalysis’means a detailed analysis thafire suppr_es_sion,_rehabilitation of fitn_Jrned areas, environmen
evaluatesa proposed actioor projects efect on the human envi (@l remediation, fish hatchery operations, state game é@ema
ronmentand studies, develops and describes alternatives to t@hs, pesticide or herbicidapplications, and field surveys for

proposedaction or project. environmentaprotection.

(9) “Environmental effect,” “effect,” “environmental (17) “NEPA” means the national environmental policy act
impact,” “impact,” “effect on the environment,” or “environmen under42 USC 432%t. seq.
tal consequence” means a direct, indirect, secondagumula (17m) “New source” hashe meaning given in 833.01 (8)
tive change to the quality of the human environment. Stats.
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o Note: Sect,ion2§3-%l %8) Stats., deféﬂt%fst “neﬁN s%urcd@' to Teanl,anﬁlpgt sourcgheir environment; to promotefefts which will prevent or elimi
the construction of which commenced after tifective date of applicablefefent 410 4amage to the environment; and to enrich the understanding

limitations or standards of performance. " X
(18) “Person”includes any natural person, firm partnershippf the importanecological systems and natural resources of the
' ! State.

joint venture, joint stockompanyassociation, public or private
corporation thestate of Visconsin and all political subdivisions, (b) The board recognizes the potenfialimpact of many state
cooperativegstate, trust, receiveexecutor administratgrfidu- andfederal actions on all components of the human environment.
ciary, and any representative appointed by order of any courtTirerefore the board declares that it is the continuing policy of the
otherwiseacting on behalf of others. departmentof natural resources, as the primarnywironmental

(19) “Policy” means a written plan or set of guiding prinagencyin state government, evelop an understanding of the
ciples, priorities, or protocols to guide departmantion that has environmentatonsequences of its acticasd to use all practiea
beenissued as a department manual code, or approved in writlig means and measures to create and maintain conditions under
by the natural resources board or the department secrietdry which people and nature can exist in productive harmony and ful
doesnot include actions as defined in s(®). fill the requirements of present and future generations.

(20) “Prime farm land” means land that has the best combina (2) In orderto carry out the policy set forth under s(b), the
tion of physical and chemical characteristics for producing fooglepartmenshall do all the following:

feed,forage, fiberand oilseedrops and that is available for these L .
uses,as defined in U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural (@) Acknowledge WER as an obligation shared by all units

Resourceonservation Service National soil survey handboof! the department to the extent that any unit contemplegga
title 430-VI. tory or management actions subject to \WEBview under this

Note: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Servi@@aptemha” evaluat.e and be aware of the environmental eonse
Nationalsoil survey handbook, title 430-V! is available onlindétp:/Amww.nres.us- — quences of such actions.

da.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/soils/planners/?cid=nrcs142p2_054242 (b) Recognize its role as an environmental agency in state gov

(21) “Prior compliance” meanthat one or more environmen . : . .
tal analysis documents exist for prior actions that are similar to tﬁr?ner:teor}twg&at it shall set an example in meeting the spidt

proposedaction in kind, scale, and environmental setting. ) )
(22) “Project’ means one or more actions and other activities, (¢) Developwhere possible, agreements and understandings

related to a single undertaking by thepartmenor an applicant. With other state, federal, andlloca_l agenoesinimize duplica lish
(23) “Protocols” means writtendepartment procedures totlon |nhme_et|ngf enwrorlmt]_entafr_e\tnew requwem?lrjtts and establis

guide department action, other than statutesadministrative amechanism for resolu |.on otin era.gency conflict )

codesthat have been approved the natural resources board or (d) Develop appropriate strategic analysesafoy issue or

the department secretary pollcy which |nv_olves unresolved conflicts concerning alterna
(23m) “Publicly announce” or “public announcement” Ve uses of available resources.

meanspublication on the departmesihternet web site, or other () Develop appropriatenvironmental déécts information

reasonablenethods to provide public notice. and analysis along with a discussion of meaningfitiérnatives
(24) “Secondaryeffects” meanseasonably foreseeable indi ahdmake this available to the decisionmaker in a timely manner

recteffects caused by an action project later in time or farther for all actionswvhere such an evaluation is required by this chapter;

removedin distance, including induced changes in the patiErn andrecognize that decisiomssibject to WER requirements can

land use, population densjtgr growth rate and related@dfts on not be made until the appropriate environmental review process

the human environment. is completed.
(25) “Strategicanalysis” means aenvironmental and alter (f) Implement the environmental review procedure as an inte
nativesanalysis of an issue or policy gratedprocess, not a separate sequericktivities, that must be

(26) “Unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses ofartof the initial planning process for department projects arnd ini
availableresources” means an unsettled disagreeietnteen tiatedat an early stage of the regulatory review process.

experts policymakers of local, state, or tribal governmentsiter (g) Consider the findings of environmental analyses and com

izen interest groups in Wconsin concerning a policyfatting entsreceived from the public in making decisions on proposed
the utilization of a substantial natural physical resource where actions

the utilization would be of suffcient magnitude that, on a state . . .

wide or regional basis, it would have a considerable and important() Recognize that the department has dinnadtive duty

impactto the natural resources of the staffo be considered an Within its resources to comment on the environmental restaw

unresolved conflict concerning alternative uses of availablémentsof other agencies by virtue of its jurisdiction by Jape

resourcesthe disagreeing parties must have identified a techwial expertise, or authority

cally and economically feasible alternative use ofdbetested  History: CR 13-022cr. Register March 2014 No. 696ff. 4-1-14.

physicalor natural resource, or both, and have the ability to rea

sonably implement that alternative. NR 150.05 WEPA Coordinator. The departmenshall
(27) “WEPA” means s1.11, Stats. designatea qualified stdfperson as WE®coordinator to coordi
Note: S.1.11, Stats. was enacted as 24, laws of 1971, amended by @04~ nateand oversee performance of WERquirements under this

laws of 1973, and is known as thesdbnsin environmental policy act or WEP chapter. The WER coordinator shall do all the foIIowing:
History: CR 13-022cr. Register March 2014 No. 696f. 4-1-14; correction

in numbering in (15) made under&.92 (4) (b) 1.Stats.Register March 2014 No. (1) Advisethe department to ensure that it is in compliance

699 EMR1517 ~am. (1)(10), (1L), (15) (intro.), cr. (23m), am. (25), (26), itk thi
eff. 6—1m0—15;CRelT5‘ir(?37.ag1m.((i)(, cr)(S(m)), r‘(l?))(,”z]]r.()),)cr.c(rl(Zm;],q ;nimzlé) (i)ntg.),) with this chapter and .11, Stats.

cr. (16m), (17m), am. (19), c(23m),am. (25), (26Register December 2015 No. (2) Participateon behalf of thedepartment in inter-agency
720, eff. 1-1-16. WEPA activities.

NR 150.04 Policy. (1) (a) In accordance with theis¢on- (3) Act as contacfor other state, federal and local agencies

sinand national environmental policy acts and regulations issuRFKingassistance or opinions on environmental analysis matters.
by the presidens council on environmental qualifyis the inten (4) Advisethe department and the natural resources bward
tion of the natural resources board to declapolicy that will  strategic natural resourcéssues or policies needing analysis
encourageroductive and enjoyable harmony among people andders.NR 150.10
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(5) Prepareand submit to the chief clerk of each house of thédual or group requesting a copyA chage may be assessed to
legislaturethe departmert’annual WER report required by s. coverreproduction and handling costs for requests for paper cop
1.11(2) (j), Stats. ies of documents.The announcement also may be distributed to

History: CR 13-022cr. Register March 2014 No. 696f. 4-1-14. any of the following entities:
) . ) 1. All local and regional units of government that may be
- NR150.10 Strategic analysis. (1) PURPOSE. This see  affectedby the issue or policy
tion establishes the procedures to fulfill the requirementslof k. 2. Regional and statewide information outlets.

(2) (¢)and(h), Stats. 3. Groups, clubs, committees, or individuals whitdve

(1m) IDENTIFICATION OFISSUES. (&) Policies. The department yo.onsiratedin interest and have requested receipt of this type
shallconduct a strategic analysis for all new or revised po"c'esd?information

both of the foII_owmg apply: . . 4. All participants in thescoping process not covered in
1. The policy involves unresolved conflicts concerraftgr subds.1 to3

nativeuses of available resources. . .
(b) Public announcement content. The public announcement

__ 2. The department has substantial discretion in formulating,, | inciude a brief description of the analysis, the date by which

importantprovisions of the policy _ ~ public comments on the analysis must be received by the depart
(c) Other issuesor policies. Although not required under this ment, the name and address of a contact within the department

section,the department may use the strategic anafysisesses who will receive comments antespond to questions, and the

in subs.(2) to (4) for any of the following issues or policies:  |gcationswhere copies of the analysis are available for review

1. A complicated or complex issue. (c) Public comment period. 1. Unless otherwise provided by
2. Anissue that is new to the state. law, the department shall provide a minimof5 days after the
3. Anissue or policy that will likely lead to future departmerflatethe analysis is publiclgnnounced to receive comments from
actionsthat will require an EIS. otheragencies and the public.
4. Issues for which there is a high potential for legislation or 2. Unless otherwise provided by lathe department may
new department policy grantreasonable requedtem any person to extend the comment
5. Planning and development of controversial resource—oﬁ’lerIOOIfor the an_alys_ls. )
ented projects. 3. If a hearing is held under pdd), the public comment

6. Any other issue or policy that involves unresolgedflicts Periodshall be extended for a minimum of 7 days after the date the
; hearingis held.

concerningalternative uses of available resources. () Heari The d ; ; hold bl
. earing. e department may hold one or more public
(2) ScopinG. (a) General requir t. The department shal earingson the analysis in the manner aiedations that the

determine the scope of the analysis, potential alternati\%e artmentleems aooropriate to the scoe of the analvsis. An
approachespotentially &fected natural resources, afikely p pprop P ySIS. y

effectsof the alternatives on those resources. The departmgg?gpt?ngéﬁgesehrﬁ! t;e aponc;?z:tceed to the public manner that the
shall also identify incomplete or unavailable information tisat p ) S appropriate. ) .
relevantto a reasoned choice among alternatives. (e) Consderdatlﬁn 31‘ public comn;erlwlts. Following ﬂlje IOUbl_lél !
(b) Consultation. The department may consult with and Obtaiﬁommentpeno , the department shall summarize and consider a
thecomments of any agency that has expertise with respect to gﬂ mentsreceived within the public comment period. ~The
issueinvolved epartmentnay revise thanalysis based on comments received.
L . The comment summary shall be magpigblic pursuant to NR
(c) Public scoping. The department shall use a pulsboping 150 50along with the final version of the analysis and ang
processThe process may consist of comment periods, meetin Prting documents.
he_arlngs,workshops, surveys, questionnaires, interagency COMpistory: CR 13-022cr. Register March 2014 No. 696f. 4-1-14; correction
mittees,or other appropriate methods or activities, and may benumbering in (1), (1m), (2) made undel3.92 (4) (b) 1.Stats., (1), (2) (a) (title)

i i i ici i i addedunder s13.92 (4) (bR, Stats., corrections in (2) (a) made und86sl7, Stats.,
integratedwith other public participation requirements. RegisterMarch 2014 Ko. 63EmRIS17 emerg. am(L). (Lm) a). t (1m) (b). am.

(3) ANALysis. (a) Purpose. The purpose of the analysis is toim) (c) (intro.), (2) (a), eff. 6-10-15CR 15-037 am. (1), (1m) (a), r (1m) (b),
inform decisionmakers and the public of alternative courses ##- (1m) (c) (intro.), (2) (a)Register December 2015 No. 726ff. 1-1-16.
actionand the anticipatedfetts of those alternatives on the gual . .

NR 150.20 Environmental analysis of department

ity of the human environment. ) / . .
(b) Intent. Using available ecological and other scientifi(?cnons' (1) PurrosE. This section establishes the procedures
information,the analysis shall consider the alternatives and envl fulfill the requirements of . 11 (2). (©) Stgts. .
td(lm) MiNOR AcTiONs. The following actions do not require

ronmentaleffects in a dispassionate manner and may not advocate- g - -
a particular position about alternatives. environmentahnalysis under this chapter because they are minor

actions:

(c) Authorship. Any part of the analysis may be prepared by o . .
the department, a consultant to the department, or another statei@) A real estate action, includimgoperty boundary establish
ehtor modification, purchase, sale, easement, lease, designa

federal,tribal, or local agencyThe department may rely on any™ - ¢ LS
relevant information from any source. tion, redesignation, or dedication. o

(d) Format. The document shall follow a format relevant to, (P) Development or construction of new department facilities
the scope of the analysis. thatfollows protocols. _

(e) Presentation. Theanalysis shall be written in plain tan __(€) Natural resource management, timber management, or
guageand should use appropriate graphics to aid decisionmak@fYironmentatestoration that follows protocols. o
andthe public. (d) The operation, repaimaintenance, removal, or in—kind

(4) PusLic REViEw. (a) Document publication. The depart replacemenbf existing department facilitiebat follows prote
mentshall publicly announce that the analysis is available for pu‘EP'S' ) ) o
lic comment and shall make the analysis available to the governor(€) A research action that does not involve species introduc
legislature,local governments, other concerned state agencié®ns or substantive manipulatioof resources, or that does
federalagencies, tribal agencies, natuwesources board, depart involve species introductions or substantive manipulation of
mentsecretary and administrators, and the public as requiredrggourcesut follows protocols for doing so.
s.NR 150.50 Copiesof the analysis shall be provided to anyindi  (f) A natural resource inventory or mapping action.
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(g) Issuance of a grant or other financial assistance action. (ug) Approvals ofland application or nutrient management

(ge) Educational activities. plansor modifications to the plans.
(gm) Model ordinances developed to assist municipalities  (ur) Approvals of land application sites.

the creation of ordinances. (v) Issuance of natural heritage inventory permits, approvals,
(gs) Consultation ééred to third parties. or licenses under ctNR 29 except for permits issued under s.
(h) Issuance of high capacity well approvals und@sg.34 29-604(6m), Stats.

(2), Stats., except for wells under281.34 (4) Stats. (w) Issuance of an order or any action relating to the forest

(i) Issuance ohigh capacity well approvals under281.34 croplandsor managed forest land programs under subghVI
(4), Stats., that are exempted from environmental analy§ikch. 77 Stats.

requirementainder sNR 820.30 (2and(3). (2) INTEGRATEDANALYSIS ACTIONS. (&) The following actions
() Reissuance, modification, revocation, and reissuance,d§ not require a separate environmental analysis process under
issuancef a routine or small-scale approval or action. this chapter because they are integrated analysis actions:

(jg) Routine variances from department rule requirements. 1. Property planning under okR 44

(in Denial, termination, revocation, or suspension of a grant, 2. County forest planning under28.11 (5), Stats.
permit, license, approval, variance, land application site, or of any 2g. Approval of a withdrawal of county forest land under s.
proposedactivity. 28.11 (11), Stats.

(k) A routine or small-scale approval or action, or an approval 2r. Cooperative state trail planning.

or action associated with a permit. 3. Areawide water quality management planning or priority

(L) Confirmation of coverage under a general permit. watershed planning under diR 121

(m) Promulgation of emgency administrative rules under ch. 3¢ Development of total maximuuily loads as defined in
227, Stats. . s.NR 151.002 (46m)

(n) Any enforcement a§t'0”~ _ 3g. Issuance, reissuance, revocation and reissuance, or modi

(nm) Any emegency actiorthat protects public health, safety fication of a WPDES permit that authorizes a new source dis
or welfare. chargethat is subject to antidegradation review undeNeh207

(0) Issuance of a minor source construction permit under ch. 3n. Approval ofa variance from a water quality standard
NR 406 or an operation permit renewal or revision under sgnderch.283 Stats.

285.60and285.62 Stats., for air emission sources. 3r. An approval of a municipal wastewater facilities plan

(p) Issuance of licenses fservicing septage and approvals ofinders.NR 110.08 and approvals ahunicipal wastewater proj
county programs to regulate the disposal of septage underegtsreceiving federal grants or state financial assistance under ss.

281.48 Stats. 281.58and281.59 Stats.

(pe) Issuance of operator certifications unde2&1.17 (3) 3w. Issuance, reissuance, revocation and reissuanmce,
Stats.,and licensewr registrations for well drillers and pumpmggificationof an individual WPDES permit for a concentrated
installers. _ animalfeeding operation under cNR 243that is a new source.

(pm) Approvals of geothermal heat exchange projects. 4. Issuance of a major source construction permit under ch.

(ps) Approvals of additives to wastewater or cooling waterNR 405or 408 or an initial operation permit under 885.60and
(9) Issuance of general permits established by administrati®85.62 Stats., for air emission sources.
codeunder ch30, Stats. 6. An incidental take permit under diR 27 and $29.604
(gm) Issuancef aquatic plant management permits under ck6m), Stats.
NR 109 7. A solid waste feasibility approval or a commercial PCB
(r) Listing and delisting of an impaired water as defined in siastestorage or treatment facility feasibility approval under ss.
NR 151.002 (16m) 289.25and289.53 Stats., and ch&iR 157 182 and512

(s) Review and approval of municipal ordinances or approval 7e. Funding decisions made pursuant to292, Stats., and
of changes to municipal floodplain or shoreland-wetland mapshs.NR 700to 754.

(sc) Temporary drawdowns of dams unde8%.02 Stats. 7m. Issuance of regulatompprovals, liability clarification
(sg) Reconstruction and repairs of dams unde8k4.231.18 letters,exemptions, and technical assistance undez9) Stats.,

or 31.185 Stats. andchs.NR 700to 754.
(sL) Transfer of dam ownership under34.14 Stats. 7s. Except for facilities specified in 91.27 Stats., the
(sp) Dam inspections underal.19 Stats. approvalof a feasibility and plan of operation report and issuance

of a license for either a new or existingzardous waste treatment,
storagepr disposal facility or class 3 modification of an existing
hazardousvaste treatment, storage, or disposal facility under ch.

(st) Plan approvals for dams undeB%.33 Stats., and apprev
als of emegency action plans, inspection plans, operatiod

malntenanceplans, dam failure analysis plans,stability analy NR 670and $291.25 Stats.
sisplans under ciNR 333

(sx) Review and approval of hydrologic and hydraulic studies 8. Issuance of an individual wetland permit or general permit
for floodplain mapping under 8IR 116.07. unders. 281.36 Stats.

(t) Approvalof construction plans and specifications under s. 9. Approval of a bulkheatine ordinance for modification of
281.41 Stats., for municipal and industrial pretreatmeaste ~ anexisting shoreline under 30.11, Stats.
water facilities, public water systemgnd CAFO reviewable 10. Issuance of findings of public interest unde3G11 (5),
structures. Stats. for a proposed lease tife bed of a lake or lease of rights

(u) Decisions related to evaluations of existing reviewable fill in a bed of a lake or a navigable stream.
facilities and systems for concentrated animal feeding operations 11. Issuance of an individual permit, general permit, certifica
underch.NR 243 tion, or contract under subchapter Il of 89, Stats.

Note: This subsection does not include the concentrated animal feeding opera T f :
tions permit actions identified as integrated analysis actions pursuantNR s. 12. Issuance of an individual permit or general permit under

150.20(2)(a) 3w s.30.19 Stats., including permits to construct or alt@terways.
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13. Issuance of an individual permit or general permit to (4) EISAcCTIONSAND PROJECTS.(a) ElSactions. The depart
changethe course of or enclose a navigable stream un@6rk95 mentshall comply with the EIS procedures ilN& 150.30for alll
or 30.196 Stats. actionsnot included under suflm), (2), or (3).

14. Issuance of an individual permit, general pernit, (b) ElISprojects. The department may follow the EIS prece
contractunder s30.2Q Stats., to remove material from the bed ofluresin s.NR 150.30for projectsof such magnitude and cem
anavigable waterway undeh.NR 345 or for non-metallic min  plexity that one or more of the following apply:
ing and reclamation imnd near navigable waters under MR 1. The project involves multiple department actions.

340. 2. The project may be in conflict withcal, state or federal

15. Issuance of a bge fleeting permit under chiR 327 environmentapolicies.

16. Issuance of @ermit, orderor approval for water levels 3. The project may sqirecedent for reducing or limiting
or flows, or for the regulation of a dam in navigable or nonnavénvironmentaprotection.

gable waters under cB1, Stats., and ciNR 333 4. The project may result in deleteriouteefsover lage gee
17. An approval of a drainage boaadtion afecting naviga graphicareas.

ble waters under £8.31, Stats., for permitander s88.31or ch. 5. The project may result in long-term deleteriofisa$ that

30o0r 31, Stats. areprohibitively dificult or expensive to reverse.

18m. Issuance of a report undefl8.097 Stats., thatincludes 6. The project may result in deleteriouteets onespecially
the required department findings unded8.097 (4) Stats.and  important,critical, or sensitive environmental resources.
conclusionsunder s13.097 (6) Stats., regarding whether legisla 7 Tpe project involves broad public controversy
tion that proposes to convey lake bed or amend a prior conveyance

of lake bed area is consistent with protecting and enhancing a pHgaISth gpga?erged may result isubstantial risk to human life,

lic trust purpo§e. L. L. History: CR 13-022cr. Register March 2014 No. 696f. 4—-1-14; correction
19m. Review of existing or proposed usfes an existing in numberingn (1) and (1m) made underis3.92 (4) (b) 1.Stats., (1) (title) added
lakebedgrant, existing lease of the bed of a lakegxisting lease Unders-13.92 ((j)) (('g)) %2&3&1;2'@%}0&2:2%3 (,'\]oa”gjggE)n(fgfé{‘; 8. () made
of rights to fill in a bed of a lake or a navigable stream to ensui. (1), (1m) (a), (b), c}'(lm),'(ge)g (gm), (gs), am. @am) (), cetmy (ig), ), ang.'
the existing or proposed uses are consistent with the purposes E‘%”%ki Crgn(&r;n)((zr;])( g é\/\% (6151-2(2) éﬁ)] (g;o(;) o ((‘?2))(52)27'%307-;“39%S 3né;nar?2-)
usesfor which the grant or lease was issued. @) 8.,) 10. to %4) 16.,em(u;ﬁ(. ()2) (a)glé. to (a) 3r a(nc;a? cr §2) '(?))%g)m.,'énuﬁ].
20. Issuance of an aquatic plant management permit unde§2s(a) 19. to (@) 3w ct. ) (@) 19m. to 22., am. (3) (dntr0.), I. (3) (&) 4., 5., am.
oo 3)(a) 6., 7., cr (3) (a) 9., 10., am. (4) (b) (inv.), eff. 6-10-15CR 15-037 am.
NR 107.05that meets the criteria undeMR 107.04 (3) e@sga)m) (a) fg)(, ()dg%(lm), (32;, Egzn()’)(g(]lsn)' gm‘* am) ), c(fm) (i9), Gr), Zm

21. Approvalsof aquatic plant management plans under &M (K). cr. (1m) (m) to (w), am. (2) (&) (into.), cr. (2) (a) 2r, 3c., 3g., 3n., am.
NR 109.09and lake management plans undéyR.191.45 (a§ %a) ild.t%nfm ](.%).,éxi)u?ﬁ.t((JZ()a()aigiéég.(gz))ér?nz.éﬁ.), (ce:)(gié)?Té'rn??'éﬁLnﬁsz)
; etrati 2) (a) 19. to (a) 3w cr. (2) (a) 19m. te22., am. (2) (b), (3) (a) (int.), L., (3
22. Promulgation of permanent administrative rules uoher El.,)s(?)am. (%)(2\) e I é.,)c(fls)) o2 am: 243 Ebg (Enzl_()"",)qggist)erDe‘an)qé?r
227, Stats. 2015No. 72Q eff. 1-1-16; corection in (1m) (w) made under s13.92(4) (b) 7,
(b) The department may determine undét®.150.35that an  Stats-Register December 2015 No. 720
actionnot listed in pafa) does not require a separatevironmen

tal analysis process under this chapter because it meets th&!R 150.30 EIS action analysis. (1) PREPARATIONOFAN
definition of an integrated analysis action. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT. (@) Draft and Final EIS The

(3) PrIORCOMPLIANCEACTIONS. (a) Thefollowing actions do departmenshall prepare a draft EIS and a final EIS,

not require additional environmental analysis under this chapter (@M) NOtEiCI?ﬂons As requllired byh523.;10 éZ) Stats., tge
becaus@neor more environmental analysis documents exist fQEPartmenshall notify an applicant when the department deter

prior actions that are similar to the proposed action in kind, Scaﬁmesthat it will follow the detailed environmental analytis
andenvironmental setting: S procedures for a proposed project.

" (b) Purpose. The purpos®f an EIS is to inform decision—
1. Departmentacility development plaqned under &IR 44 makersand the public of the anticipatedegts on the quality of
2. Natural resource management, timber management,yQ& human environment of a proposettion or project and alter
environmentatestoration planned under ¢4R 44 nativesto the proposed action or project. The EIS is an informa
3. A research action that involves species introductions tional tool that does not compel a particular decision by the agency
substantivemanipulation of resourcekat was planned under ch.or prevent theagency from concluding that other values outweigh
NR 44. the environmental consequences of a proposed action or project.

6. Approval of an extension of a wastewater collection system (c) Intent. The EIS shall address the entire proposed project
andother plan approvals under281.4] Stats., that are coveredincluding all related department actions. An EIS shall consider
under an area wide water quality management plan undertle proposedaction or project, alternatives and anticipated-envi
283.83 Stats., and ci\R 121 ronmentaleffects in a dispassionate manrend may noadve

7. lIssuance, reissuance, revocation and reissuarce,catéa particular position about a proposed action or project. The
modification of an individual WPDES permit under 283.31, E!S shall provide a level of detail commensurate with the com
Stats. for a facility that is covered under an area wide water qu&l€Xity of the action or project being evaluated.
ity management plan under283.83 Stats., and ciNR 121 (d) Authorship. The department is responsible for the accu

8. Issuance or reissuance of an individual or general stoffify @nd completeness of the EIS. Howewery part of an EIS
waterpermit under 283.33 Stats., and chNR 216 may be prepared by an applicant, the department, a consultant to

. L ) the applicant or department, or another state, federal, toibal
9. Reissuance or modification of any general permit. local agency In preparing an EIS, the department may relgon

10. The approval of a feasibility and plahoperation report EIR provided by an applicant pursuant to. gy, documents pre
andissuance of a license for a class 1 or class 2 modificationpafredor relied upon by other agencies, or any other source of rele
anexisting hazardous waste treatment, storage, or disfaedal vantinformation. The department shall disclose its information
ity under s291.25 Stats., and ciNR 67Q sourcedn compliance with sul{2) (i).

(b) The department may determine undeXR. 150.35that (e) Format. While there is no specific format required for an
thereis prior compliance for a specific action not liskeghar (a).  EIS, the department shall use a format that substantially follows
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the guidelines issued by the U.S. courmil environmental quality  (f) A description of the human environment that will likely be

under42 USC 433]as required by 4.11 (2) (c) Stats. An EIS affectedby the proposed project and alternatit@the proposed

shall be written in plain language and should use approprigteoject.

graphicsto aid decisionmakers and the public. (g) An evaluation of the probable positive and negative direct,
N_ote: 42 USC_433]N{:}S enacted aslP 91- 190 and is known as “the national Secondarwnd Cumulat|ve ﬁcts Of the proposed project, and

environmentapolicy act.” __alternativesto the proposed project, on the human environment,
(f) Issueidentification. 1. The department shall consult W'”\ncluding all the following:

otheragencies as provided undef sl1 _(2) (d) Stats. 1. Effects on scarce resources such as: archeological, historic

2. The department mayse a public scoping process. They cyltural resources, scenic and recreational resources, prime

processmay consistof comment periods, meetings, hearingsqrm |ands, threatened or endangered species, and ecologically
workshopssurveys, questionnaires, interagency committees, Qitical areas.

other appropriate methods or activities, and may be integrated
with other public participation requirements.

(9) Environmental Impact Report (EIR). Pursuant to £3.11
(5), Stats., the department may require an applicant for (:ert%irnt
proposedorojects to submit an EIR. The department mesyiest
anyapplicant to submit an EIR. The purpose of an EIR is to h(:FIEe

X

2. A summary of the adverse environmentdééetts which
cannotbe avoided.

3. Consistency witlplans or policies of local, state, federal,
ribal governments.

4. The relationship between short-term uses of the environ

the department develop the EIS by having the applicant provi ntand the maintenance and enhancement of long-term produc

a detailed, comprehensive description of the proposed proj ity, and any irreversible and irretrievable commitments of
reasonablalternatives to the proposed project, the present enl(fSOUCes. . . .
ronmentalconditions in the area potentia”)ﬁmted by thqgro. 5. Thepotentlal to _establlsh a precedent for future actions or
posedproject,and anticipated environmentafesits of the pro to foreclose future options.
posedproject and alternativeredictive models, bioassays, and 6. The degree of risk or uncertainty in predictémyironmen
other analysis that can be subject to reasonable scientifie veal effects or effectively controlling potential deleterious environ
fication may be required. The instructions to the applicant mayentalimpacts, including those relating to public health or safety
alsorequire that certain laboratory tebts performed by a labera 7. The degree of controversy over thieefs on the quality
tory certified, registered, or approved underR 149 of the human environment.

(h) Cooperation with other agencies. In developing an EIS,  (h) Identification of information that is incomplete or unavail
the department may cooperate with other state, federal, tribak@feand a description of the relevance of such information.
local agencies in accordance withi\RR 150.40 (2) (i) Sources of information or verbiage.

(i) Consultant services. The department may enter into €on  (3) pDrarT EIS— pUBLIC REVIEW. (2) Document publication.
tractsfor environmental consultant services unde?3.41 (3)  Thedepartment shall publicly announce that the draft EIS is-avail
Stats. o assist the department in the preparation of an envirogy|efor public comment and shall make the draft EIS availiable
mentalimpact statement or to provide pre-application services @ganner determined by the department and as required under s.
providedunder s23.40 (5) Stats. 1.11(2) (d) Stats., and &R 150.50 Copies of the draft Elshall

(j) Conflicting procedures. The department may follow proce be provided to any individuabr group requesting a capyA
duresfor environmental review arahalysis other than those eon chargemay be assesseddover reproduction and handling costs
tainedin this chapter if the procedural requirements of this chapfer requests for copies afocuments. The announcement also
conflict with statutory review procedureswith procedures and may be distributed to the following entities:
rulesof another agency that is the lead agency for the environmen 1 A|l local and regional units afovernment which have
tal ana_IyS|s. If other procedures for enwronmental re\A_md jurisdiction over the area that may beeafted by theproposed
analysisare followed, the department shall comply with this ehajrojector reasonable alternatives to the proposed project.
terto the maximum extent feasible. _ _ 2. Information outlets accessible in the local, regional, or
_ (2) EIS coNTENT. An EIS shall emph_a5|ze enV|rqnmentagtatewideareas décted by the proposed project.
issuesrelevant to the evaluation of the action and provide a level 5 Groups, clubs, committees, or individuals that rdem:

of detail commensurate with the complexity of #gtion. As : : ; ; -
requiredby s.1.11 (2) (c) Stats., the EIS shall include all of theonstrateot‘:ln interest in and requested receipt of this type of-infor

mation.
following: - . : . :
(a) A description of the proposed project that includes all t%oi{. All participants in the scopingrocess not listed in subds.
following: . ) (b) Public announcement content. The public announcement
1. Project location. shallinclude: a brief description of the proposed project, a brief
2. Type of facilities. descriptionof the administrative procedures to be followed under
3. Time schedules. this chapterthe date byvhich public comments on the draft EIS
4. Maps and diagrams. areto be submitted to the department, the nameaalddess of a

her inf ion that the d d contactwithin the department who willeceive comments and
5. Other information that the department deems necessapisponcto questions, and the locations where copies of the draft
(b) A description of the purpose of the proposed project. EIS are available for review

(c) A list of known state, federal, tribal, and local approvals (c) Public comment period. 1. Unless otherwise provided by

requiredfor the proposed project. law, the departmen; shall provide a minimofr80 days after the
(d) A summaryof the process used to identify major issues aritate the draft EIS is publicly announced to receive comments
theissues identified for detailed analysis. from other agencies and the public.

(e) A list of reasonable alternatives to the proposed project, 2. Unless otherwise provided by lathe department may
particularlythose that might avoid all or some of the adverse eng@rantreasonable requedtsm any person to extend the comment
ronmentaleffects of the project, including a description of properiodfor the draft EIS.
posedpreventive and mitigating measures amdexplanation of 3. The public comment period may be extended for a
the criteria used to discard certain alternatives from additionalinimum of 7 days after the date thearing is held pursuant to
study. par. (d).
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(d) Hearing. Pursuantto 4..11 (2) (d) Stats., a public hearing  (2) For actions under &NR 150.20 (2) (ajpnd(3) (a) the
shall be held on the draft EIS and proposed action. Holding-a pdepartmenimay publicly announce the VI?& determination or
lic hearing as required by another statute fulfills the hearipgovidenotice in accordance with the public notification require
requirement.Any hearing held pursuant to this paragraph shall eentsfor the proposed permit or approval document.

pub||c|y announced and noticed mmanner consistent with S.. Hlstory:_ C_R 13-022cr. Register March 2014 No. 696f. 4—_1—14; correction

1.11 (2) (d), Stats in numbering in (1), (1m) made unded8.92 (4) (b) 1.Stats.Register March 2014
: . No. 699 EmR1517 emerg. am..eff. 6~10-15,CR 15-037 am. Register Decem
Note: Pursuant to s1.11 (2) (d) Stats., “notice of the hearing shall be given byber 2015 No. 72peff. 1-1-16.

publishing a class 1 notice, under 885, at least 15 days prior the hearing in a

ne\t/yspaﬁel:cgverir:)? tﬂede(écttﬁdf;jirelal.tlftthe proposgl has statewide significance, NR 150.40 Cooperation with other agencies.
noticeshall be publisned In thefamal state newspaper
Note: A pubﬁc hearing required by another s'iatrzjte fulfillg .41 (2) (d) Stats. (1) REVIEW OF OTHER AGENCY ENVlRONM!ENTAL ANALYSES. The
. . ; . departmentmay comment on the environmental analyses pre
(4) FiNaL EIS (a) Preparation. Following the public review oo qny other state and federal agencies for WEPNERA com
periodon the draft EIS, the department shall prepare a final Elyiance’ To the extent possible, the department shall review and
(b) Content. The final EIS shall include the draft EIS, a sumcommenton each relevant environmental analysis withirtithe
mary of the comments received on the draft EIS andi#fgart  period specifiedby the sponsoring or lead agencyhe depart
ment'sresponse to the comments. The final EIS may inglede  mentmay reply that it has no comment and should so reply when
sionsto draft EIS text or figures and may vary from the draft EI is satisfied that its views are adequately refleitetle environ
in scope based on comments received on the draft EIS or other pgintalanalysis.
tinentinformation that becomes known to the department. (2) INTERAGENCYPROCEDURESON PROPOSEDACTIONS INVOLY -

(c) Final EISpublication. The final EIS shall be made publiclying NEFA oR WERA. (a) The department may conduct an envi
availableunder sNR 150.50 Copies of thdinal EIS shall be pro  ronmentalreview process jointly with another state, federal or
videdto any individual or groupequesting a copyA chage may local agency The joint process shatieet the requirements of this
be assessed to cover reproduction and handling costs for requek&pterand may be determined by lanteragency consultation
for copies of documents. or written agreement.

o l:israogy:,nCRnli—OZf% %egisrgtar Mmgfgg 2‘?1@ NlO-S ?Stéff- 41—1—1;1t;| Corrgction (b) The department may adopt an environmental analysis pre
I(titIeL; adednedg Iun((:ie)r (31)3.9a2 ?4L)J (b? ’z‘,..Sta(ts?,(Rxggié.te?1 iﬁéﬁ'cﬁa)z(ollg)’l\l(cf)iég) par.Ed by anOther.agenCy as the dep_artm&S on_ the proposed
EmR1517% emerg. am. (1) (g), (3) (c) 3., (d), eff. 6-10-16R 15-037am. (1) (g), action if the environmental analysis substantially meets the
(2) (b), (3) (c) 3., (d)Register December 2015 No. 726ff. 1-1-16. requirement®f s.NR 150.30 The department shall comphyth

the public review requirements in BIR 150.30 (3) publish a

NR 150.35 WEPA Compliance determination. determinationon theproposed action under NR 150.35 and
(1) Actionsunder sNR 150.20 (2)o (4) may not be taken until makeall associated documents available to the public unéiéR s.
adetermination is publicly announced or noticed regarding corh50.50
pliance with this chapteinles tatutoly deadlines pecluce mm- History: CR 13-022cr. Register March 2014 No. 696f. 4-1-14.
pliancewith the procedur&requiremers d this dapter Actions

;Lnd&::éN dReté?r%iﬁgti%rr]nhrggrctgntqﬁélzrgfilgg t\:\é IiEnmtglrggndo not The department shall maintain a publicly accessible and search
q P 9 © . ablerecord system to provide public access to public anneunce
(Im) For any EIS under &IR 150.20(4) and determination ments,strategic analyses, EIS analysasd WER compliance

unders.NR 150.20 (2) (bpnd(3) (b), the department shall pub determinationsprepared by the department in compliance with

licly announceindings of fact, conclusions of law and a deterthis chapter The record system shall be maintained in a manner

minationthat summarizes the procedures and processisseds consistent with the departmesnitecord retention policy

to achieve compliance with this chapter History: CR 13-022cr. Register March 2014 No. 696f. 4-1-14.

NR 150.50 Document retention and management.
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