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Chapter NR 856
WATER USE REGISTRATION AND REPORTING
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Subchapterl — General Provisions transfer including a pipeline, canal, tunnel, aqueduct, channel, modification of the

directionof a water course, tanker ship, tanker truck, or rail tanker except that 'diver
. . sion’ does not include any of the following: 1. The transfer of a product produced
- NR 856.10 Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is t0i, the Great Lakes basin or in tvatershed of one of the Great Lakes, using waters
implements.281.346 (3) Stats., by establishing requirements foof the Great Lakes basin, out of the Great Lakes basintaf that watershed. 2. The
registeringwater withdrawalsand coIIecting and reporting of transmissiorof water within a line that extends outside the Great Lakes basin as it
. nveyswater from one point to another within the Great Lakes basin if no water is
accuratewater withdrawal data to support management of tFlfjéedoutside the Great Lakes basin. 3. The transfer of bottled water from the Great

state’swater resources. Lakes basin in containers of 5.7 gallons or less.”
History: CR 10-059 cr. Register December 2010 No. 66eff. 1-1-1. (5) “Great Lakes basin” has the meaning specified in s.

o 281.346(1) (je) Stats.
NR 856.11 Appllcablllty. (1) Unless exempted under Note: Section281.346 (1) (je)Stats., defines “Great Lakes basin” to mean “the

sub.(2), this chapter applies to the following persons regardleggiershedof the Great Lakes and the St. Lawrence Riygstream from mis—
of whether the activity is permitted, approved, or other&isthe  Rivieres,Quebec, within the jurisdiction of the parties.”
rized under other regulatory authority of the department: (6) “Intermittentwater use” means a water use that starts and
(a) Any person who proposes to begin a withdrawal from ttstopsirregularly or regularly through time.
watersof the state usingwater supply system or systems on one (7) “One property” has the meaning specified ilNg 812.07
property,or a public water supplyvith the capacity to withdraw (gg
an amountaveraging 100,000 gallons per day or more in anypote: Section\R 812.07 (68)Wis. Adm. Code, defines “one property” to mean
30—dayper|0d. “all contiguous land controlled by one ownlessee, or any othgerson having a
(b) Any person who proposes to increase the capacity 0fiﬁffgf_%g‘;‘;’fgtéoﬁ?gjrgg‘jc‘z'nfi'ggfugf’,,v”ers‘“@md by highways or railroad
watersupply system or systems on one propeta pubic water (8) “Owner,” for water supply systems other than public water
supply,so that it will have the capacity to withdraw an amounstu Vs stem,s means a gfs)(;ny ivans propert or? which a
averagingl00,000 gallons peatay or more in any 30—day period. pplysy ' . p property
Any person who on July 1, 200%d a water supply s Stemwatz.ersupply system is locateat proposed to be .Iocated or the
(c) Any p y L . PPly SYStem yasignatedepresentative of such a persdfor public water sup
or systems orone property or a public water supply with th

capacityto withdraw from the waters of the state an amawet %Iy systems, owner means a person who owns the public water

aging 100,000 gallons per day or more in any 30-day period. supplyor designated representative of such a person.

(d) Any person who proposes to begin a diversion on or af@{ (9) “Person”has the meaning specifigus.281.346 (1) (nm)

. p ats.
Decembei, 2008, or who had a diversion December 8, 2008. Note: Section281.346 (1) (nm)Stats., defines “person” to mean ‘fadividual

(2) This chapter does not apply to withdrawals for anyhef or otherentity, including a government or a nongovernmentghoization, including
following purposes: any scientific, professionabusiness, nonprofit, or public interesganization or
. . . . associatiorthat is neither difiated with nor under the direction of a government.”
(a) To supply vehicles, including vessels and aircraft, for the 10 “p " has th . B t
needsof thepersons or animals being transported or for ballast or (10) “Property” has the sammeaning as “one propeytyas

otherneeds related to the operation of the vehicles. specifiedin sub.(7). _ o

(b) To use in a noncommercial project that lasts no more than(11) “Public water supply” has the meaning specified in s.
three months for fire fighting, humanitarian, eemegency <281.346(1) (pm) Stats. _ _
responseurposes Note: Section281.346 (1) (pm)Stats., defines “public water supply” to mean

) - ’ . b " “water distributed to the public through a physically connected system of treatment,
History: CR 10-059 cr. Register December 2010 No. 66@ff. 1-1-1. storage, and distribution facilities that serve a group gélgmesidential customers

NR 856.12 Definiti In this chaot andthat may also serve industrial, commercial, and other institutional customers.”
. ernitons. n tnis chapter:

" . N . - . (12) “Source” means arindividual location where water is
(1) “Consumptive use” has the meaning specified in Syjthdrawnfrom groundwater or surface watsuch as a well or

281.346(1) (e) Stats. surfacewater intake.

Note: Section281.346 (1) (g)Stats., defines “consumptive use” to mean “a use @ " . " .
of water that results in the loss of or failure to retsmmeor all of the water to the (13) “Waterloss” has the meanirgpecified in s281.346 (1)
basinfrom which the water is withdrawn due to evaporation, incorporation inte prqum), Stats.

ucts,or o‘t‘her prgcesses." . L Note: Section281.346 (1) (wm)Stats., defines “water loss” to mean “the amount
(2) “Continuouswater use” means a water use that is intendetivater that is withheld from or not returnedtte basin from which it is withdrawn

to be uninterrupted through time except for short periods suchaag resuit of a diversion or consumptive use or both.” -

for maintenance and because of power outages. (14) “Water supply system,” hathe meaning specified in s.

(3) “Department’means the department of natuesources. 281.346(1) (wp), Stats.

uMy; Po— f rs ; Note: Section281.346 (1) (wp)Stats., defines “water supply system”, when not
(4) Diversion” has the meaning SpeCIerd In281.346 (1) precededy “public”, to mt(ea)n(“oa)e ofhe following: 1. Excegtpays grovided in subd.
(h), Stats. 2., the equipment handling water from the point of intakihe water to the first point
Note: Section281.346 (1) (h)Stats., defines “diversion” to mean “a transfer ofat which the water is used. 2. For a system for providing a public water stipply
waterfrom the Great Lakes basin into a watershed outside the Great Lakes basiegoipment from the point of intake of the water to the first point at which the water
from the watershed of one of the Great lakes into that of andthany means of is distributed.”
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Note: The water supply system includes all points of intake of viatiera water (3) In considering the publis’interest in domestic security
supplysystem. whenreviewingrequests submitted under s(), the department

(15) "Waters of the state” has the meaning specifiedsin may considerguidance and information from state and federal

Zsl\llotglg(lag?’cmigaltgl (18) Stats., defines “waters of the state’include “those agende&and oQanizations with reSponSibi“ty for domestiecy
portionéof Lake Micﬁigan and Laké Superior within the boundaries of this state, aﬁ'&y and may place conditioren the use of the Informatlon’ or

all lakes, bays, rivers, streams, springs, ponds, wells, impounding reservdy provide the requested informationa diferent format, when

marsheswatercourses, drainage systems and other surface waumwater necessaryo protect the publis’interesin domestic securityThe

naturalor artificial, public or private, within this state or its jurisdiction.” departmenshall explain its reasons for wbynditions or Special
(16) “Well" has the meaning specified in281.34 (1)(h),  formatsare necessary to protect the pulslinterest in domestic

Stats. R
Note: Sectior281.34 (1) (h)Stats., defines “well” to mean “any drillhole or otherSecurlty in its response to the requester

excavation or opening deeper than it is wittextends more than 10 feet below the  (4) Wateruse information collectelly the department shall be
groundsurface:* and is constructed for the purpose of o_b.talnlr?g groundwater providedto the public in an easily accessible form such as a report
(17) "Withdraw” has the meaning specified in281.346 (1) or database summarat least annuallyinformation provided by

(v), Stats. the department shall not include the following information:

Note: Section281.346 (1) (y, Stats., defines “withdrawtdb mean “to take water . . . .
from surface water or gro(ur)]((jz\aatér (a) The registran$ personal information except for the regis

(18) “Withdrawal” has the meaning specifiedsi281.346 (1) trantsname; and
(2), Stats. (b) Location information at a scale more specific than the pub

Note: Section281.346 (1) (z)Stats., defines “withdrawal” to mean “ttaking  lic land survey section level.
of water from surface water or groundwatseluding the taking of surface water or  istory: CR 10-059 cr. Register December 2010 No. 66@ff. 1-1-1.
groundwaterfor the purpose of bottling the water
History: CR 10-059 cr. Register December 2010 No. 66eff. 1-1-1. . ) .
NR 856.16 Enforcement. (1) Violations of this chapter

NR 856.13 Determining withdrawal capacity . maybeprosecuted by the department und@84..346 (14)Stats.

(1) Thewithdrawal capacity for a property is ttwtal capacity in ~ (2) Any violation of these rules shall be treated as a violation

gallonsper day from all water sources on the property of the statutes they interpret or under which they are promulgated.
Note: The withdrawal capacity may not necessarily be the same as the approved iolati his ch bi It
maximumdaily withdrawal set forth by anothdepartment approval or permit, such (3) _Personsviolating this chapter are subjeict penalties as
asa high capacity well approval or a permit issued unde®.48 Stats. specifiedin s.281.346 (14)Stats.
(2) The withdrawal capacity for a public water supply is the History: CR 10-059 cr. Register December 2010 No. 666ff. 1-1-1.

total capacity from all water sources in the system.

(3) Thecapacity of individual water sources shalldne of the Subchapter Il — Registration
following:
(a) For flowing sources, the maximum flow rate. NR 856.20 Procedures. (1) Any person proposing to

(b) For pumped sources, the maximum hydraulic capacity b¢gina withdrawal or diversion to which this chapter applies shall
the most restrictive component of the water supply system. If thegisterwith the department prior to withdrawing or diverting
mostrestrictive component is a pump, the maximum capacity V&ater.
determinecbased on the pump curve at the lowest system pressurg2) Any person who on July 1, 2009 had a water supply system

set_ting. _ to which this chapter applies shedgister within six months after
History: CR 10-059 cr. Register December 2010 No. 66eff. 1-1-1. Januaryl 201.

NR 856.14 Responsible parties. The person responsi  (3) Registrationis required for each property and each public
ble for registering, reporting, amending, or terminatiegistra  Watersystem.

tions as required under this chapter is one of the following: (4) A person shall register in the manner prescribethby
(1) For water Supp|y systems, the owner of the property dh?,partmenand shall prOVide all of the fO”OWing information:
which the water supply system is located. (&) The name, mailing address, telephone nuneioer email
(2) For public water supply systems, the owner of the publigddress of the owner and operator
water supply system. _ (b) The locations and sources of the withdrawal or diversion.
ton 1o nimivering mad inder S13.95 (4) () 1 Stats.Regiater Decoriser 010 (€) The daily withdrawal capacity of the water supply system,
No. 660 the daily withdrawal capacity from each source dndwater sup
ply systems located in the Great Lakes Basirgsimate of the
NR 856.15 Open records requests and water use maximumhydraulic capacity ofhe most restrictive component of

information. (1) The locations of withdrawals and diversionghe water supply system or systems.

are sensitive information that may impact domestic security (d) An estimate of the volumaf the withdrawal or diversion

(2 ZOpenrecords reql;]ests fecein?(? by the depa;ltmlent ungietterms of gallons per day average in any 30-day period.
$s.19.21t019.39 Stats., that request information on the locations (€) The uses made of the water

of withdrawals or diversions may be subject to greater scrutiny by ) )
the department because of domestic security concerns, as aliowed The places at which the water is used.
under s281.346 (3) (cm)Stats. The department may request any (g) The places at which any of the water is disgbar

of the following with respect to open records requests seeking(h) Whether the water use is continuous or intermittent.
informationon the locations of withdrawals or diversions, in order (i) Whether the person holds an approvapemit under s

to address domestic security concemns: 30.18 281.35 283.31 Stats., or other statutes.

(a) That the request be put in writing. . ) . .
(b) The name, mailing address, telephone nupdyet email SuF()JI))|y'?‘sr§$‘é§2°gjlggdt£§g§tlon of the property or public water

addresof the requester and the company ganization that the Note: The department is developing an internet based system that will allow regis

requesterepresents. trantsto identify required locations using an online mapping tool.
(c) The specific information requested. (5) The department shall not accept a registration until it is
(d) The reason the information is requested and how it will lsemplete. A complete registration contains all of the information
used. identifiedin sub.(4).
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(6) The department shall notify owners if the registration andshall contain all of the following informaticsbout the pre
incompleteor if it has been accepted within 30 calendar days aftéous years withdrawals:
thereceipt of the registration. (@) Monthly volumes of withdrawal for eacfource on the
History: CR 10-059 cr. Register December 2010 No. 66eff. 1-1-1. property or in the public water supply and if applicable, the

NR 856.21 Amendments. (1) A registration amendment monthlyvolumgs of diversion.
is required when changes or modifications are made to any of thd?) The estimated volumes of each use made of the.water

following: ~(c) Method or methods used to measure the withdrawals or
(a) Property ownership or property boundaries. diversion. o _ _
(b) The name, mailing address, telephone nuneet email (d) A statement advising the department if the withdrawal was
address of the oWner and operatbépplicable. ata level greater thaor equal to 1,000,000 gallons per day for 30

(c) The locations and sources of the withdrawal or diversio%(.)nsecu“v.edays' .
(e) Estimated or actual water loss from consumptive use.

(d) The daily withdrawal capacity of the water supply syste . . .
or individual SOUrce or Sources. Waterloss and consumptive use estimations and calculations shall

Th de of th ‘ follow the requirements of chiR 142
Efe)) TheepLIIZEZsmaatl vshci)ch tﬁewviaetrer is used () Method or methodssed to determine water loss from-con

- - sumptiveuse.
(9) The places at which any of the water is dispédr (3) Withdrawal information shall be made available ttee

(2) Exceptfor changes in property ownership, the owsteall  departmentipon request.
amendthe registration in the manner prescribgdhe department (4) The owner shall maintain records tfe withdrawal or
by March 1 of the year following the change or modification. Fjiyersionfor a minimum of three years. Records include monthly
changesn property ownership, the new owrstall amend the o|umes of withdrawal and, if applicable, diversion; methods
registrationwithin 30 calendar days after the change. usedto measure or estimate the withdrawal or diversiafibra

Note: Registration amendments may be completed as part of the annual repmﬂ&q1 records ofmeters; and any other pertinent documents Reces

proc(e;)S'An owner is not required to amend a registratigren  S&7Y. to calculate or estimate the withdrawal or diversion volume.

replacingequipment with equipmertdf the same capacity and (5) Whena property or portion of a property is transferted
operatingparameters. anotherperson, the previous ownshall provide copies of the

History: CR 10-059 cr. Register December 2010 No. 66@ff. 1-1-1. recordsidentified in sub(4) to the new owner of the properyhe
new owner is responsible for reporting all withdrawals that
NR 856.22 Terminations. (1) An owner may terminate occurredduring the calendar year as required in $Rp.
registrationonly when the withdrawal capacity thfe water sup History: CR 10-059 cr. Register December 2010 No. 66@ff. 1-1-1L.
ply systemor systems on one property or for a public water system
is no longer at the level requiring registration undét.856.1L. NR 856.31 Measurement methods and frequency .
(2) Oneproperty or a public water system no longer thes (1) Withdrawalsshall be measured in accordance with the fol

withdrawalcapacity athe level requiring registration undeig® ~ 10Wing methods:
856.11when one of the following occurs: (a) Sources that flow or are pumped at a rate of 70 or more gal

(a) For flowing sources, the connection between the source/@S Per minute shall be measured using one of the following
sourcesand thewater supply system is physically eliminated omethods: o
reducedn size permanently to below thevel requiring registra 1. Totalizing flowmeter Flow meters shall be read and docu
tion under sNR 856.11. mentedat least once every month.
~ Note: Elimination of the physical connection may require filling of channels, fil 2. Pump operation is timed with an hour meted the pump
ing and sealing of wells, removal of pipes or conduits, or re-routing flow around tm,-g capacity is used to calculate total pumpage. The operation

watersupply system or facility . . . !
(b) For pumped sources, the connection between the sourc%%resind pumping capacity shall be documented for each period

sourcesand thewater supply system is physically eliminated or
reducedin size to below the level requiring registration under s.

BlgosvSt?{en |:\?g| :ggu?rlijrzgp?égegtrpaptisor? rgnzjeed”lié:_\? ggg ;:lagra glrtg t(gasisfor the first week and at a minimum of weekthgreafter For
removedfrom the system permanently ' ' sourceswith flow rate variability flow rate shall be measured

Note: Elimination of the physical connection may require filling of channels, fillda”y'
ing and sealing of wells, or removal of pipes or conduits. 4. Flow rate is measured lojschage from a horizontal pipe.

(3) An owner shall terminate the registration in the mannéiow rate shall be measured on a da#gisfor the first week and
prescribeddy the department by the end of the calendar year of tea minimum of weekly thereafter
calendaryear in which the water supply system is no longer atthe 5. Alternative method and monitoring frequency that has
capacityrequiring registration under MR 856.11. beenapproved by the department.

History: CR 10-059 cr. Register December 2010 No. 66eff. 1-1-1. (b) Sources that flow or are pumped at a rate of less than 70
gallonsper minute shall be measured using one of the following
methods:

NR 856.30 Measurement and reporting require - 1. Totalizing flowmeter Flow meters shall be read and docu
ments. (1) A person registered under this chapter shall deténentedat least once every month.
mine the monthly volume afvater withdrawn from the property 2. Pump operation is timed with an hour meted the pumyp
or public water supplyor the monthly volume of water diverted,ing capacity is used to calculate total pumpage. The operation
usingmethods and procedures set forth iNR.856.31 time and pumping capacity shall be documented for each period
(2) A person registered under this chapter that makes a wift Use.
drawal that averages 100,000 gallons per day or more in any 3. Flow rate is measured using a wetor sources with little
30-dayperiod, or diverts any amount wfater shall annually or no flow rate variabilityflow rate shall be measured odaily
reportto the department thmonthly volumes of the withdrawal basisfor the first week and at a minimum of weeltgreafter For
or diversion. Reports shall be submitted to the department in @irceswith flow rate variability flow rate shall be measured
mannerprescribed by the department by March 1 of every yedaily.

3. Flow rate is measured using a wetor sources with little
r no flow rate variabilityflow rate shall be measured odaily

Subchapterlll — Recordkeeping and Reporting
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Published under 85.93 Wis. Stats., by the Legislative Reference Bureau.

NR 856.31 WISCONSINADMINISTRATIVE CODE 276

4. Flow rate is measured lojschage from a horizontal pipe. beenapproved by the department.
Flow rate shall be measured on a da#gisfor the first week and  (2) Themonthly volume ofvater withdrawn shall not include
ata minimum of weekly thereafter thevolumes of water that areused on the property or within the
5. Estimate based upon time to fill a container of known vopublic water system.
ume. Flow rate shall be measured a daily basis for the first  (3) Metersand measuring devices shall be maintained ard cal
weekand at a minimum of weekly thereafter and if the flow is n@bratedas directed by the manufacturer
continuoushours of operation shall also be recorded. History: CR 10-059 cr. Register December 2010 No. 66@ff. 1-1-1L.

6. Alternative method and monitoring frequency that has
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