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Chapter PT 7
UNPROFESSIONAL CONDUCT

PT7.01 Authority and intent. PT 7.03 Complaints.
PT 7.02 Definitions. PT 7.04 Self-audits.
PT 7.025 Unprofessional conduct.

PT 7.01 Authority and intent. (1) The definitions othis (5) Failing to completecontinuing competence requirements
chapterare adopted by the board pursuant to the authority delthin the time period established by law
gatedby ss.15.085 (5) (b)and448.527 Stats., to establish the (6) permittingor assisting anperson to perform acts consti
standardof ethical conduct by physical therapists and physicglting the practice of physical therapy withoutfaiént qualifica
therapistassistants. tions, necessary credentials, adequate inforemusent, or ade

(2) Physicaltherapists and physical therapist assistants agaate supervision. The physical therapist is responsible for
guidedby values of accountabilitgltruism, compassion, caring, determiningwhether general, direct, or one—on—-one supervision
excellence,integrity, professional dutyand responsibility As is necessary to protect the patient from unacceptable risk of harm.
representativesf the physicatherapy profession, they are obli The physical therapist retains responsibilitgr delegated or
gatedto empower educate, and enablgatients to facilitate supervisedacts, unless the board determirtleat the delegate
greaterindependence, healtvellness, and enhanced quality oknowingly and willfully violated the supervisty direction or
life. Physical therapists and physitherapist assistants mustinstruction.
thereforeact, at all times, with honestyompliance with the law ~ (7) Engagingin any act of fraud, deceit, or misrepresentation,
reasonablgudgment, competence, and respect for the patienincluding acts of omission, to the board or any person acting on

dignity. the boards behalf, including Department &afety and Profes
History: Cr. Registey Septemberl995, No. 477eff. 10-1-95;,CR 03-020am. i i

RegisterApril 2004 No. 580eff. 5-1-04;CR 13-007 renum. to (1) and am., cr sional Services personnel.

(2) Register November 2013 No. 69%ff. 12-1-13. (8) Any practice or conduct that falls below the standard of

minimal competence within the professitivat results in unac
PT 7.02 Definitions. For the purposes of these rules:  ceptablerisk of harm to thepatient, regardless of whether injury
(1) “Negligencein the practice of physical therapy” means afeSults:
actperformed without the care and skill of a reasonable physical (9) Negligencein the practice of physical therapggardless
therapistor physical therapist assistamho performs the act in of whether injury results.
questionwhether or not the negligent care results in actual harm (10) Practicingas gphysical therapist or working as a physical

to the patient. therapistassistant when physical or mental abilities are impaired
(2) “Patienthealth care record” has the meaning given in By the use of controlled substances or other habit-forming drugs,
146.81(4), Stats. chemicalsor alcohol, or by other causes.
(3) “Sexualcontact” has the meaning given ir948.01 (5) (11) Practicingphysical therapy with a mental or physical
Stats. conditionthat impairs the ability ahe licensee to practice within

(4) “Sexually explicit conduct’ has the meaning given in gthe standard of minimal competence without exposing the

948.01(7), Stats. patientto an unacceptable risk of harm.
History: Cr. Register September1995, No. 477ef. 10-1-95; correction in (18) (12) Performing any act constituting the practice of physical

madeunder s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., StaRegistey June1998, No. 510CR 03-020  therapy on any patient without the patisritiformed consent or
am. (1), cr (19), (20) and (21fRegister April2004 No. 58peff. 5-1-04;,CR 13-007

r. and recr. Register November 2013 No. 69%ff. 12-1-13. after the patient hawithdrawn informed consent, whether ver
bally or in writing, or either of the following:
PT 7.025 Unprofessional conduct. ~ The term‘unpro- (a) Failure to document informed consent.
fessionalconduct” is defined to include violating, aiding, abet (b) Failure to inform the patient that any act of physical therapy
ting, or conspiring to engage in any of the following: may or will be performed by unlicensed personnel.

(1) Violating s.448.57 (2) (ajo(g), Stats., other provision of ~ (13) Practicingbeyond the scope of any professional creden
chs.440and448 Stats., or any provision of a board order tial issued by the board or any other state or federal agency

(2) Any physical therapist committing any act that constitutes (14) Knowingly, negligently or recklessly making any state
a violation of the“Code of Ethics,” dictive Julyl, 2010, as ment,written or oralin the course of the practice of physical ther
approvedby the American Physical Therapy Association andpyor as a physical therapist assistant, which is likely to deceive,
hereinincorporated by reference. defraud, mislead,or create an unacceptable risk of harm to the
Note: Copies of the American Physical Therapy Associai@ude of Ethics may patientor the public or both.

be obtained electronically atww.apta.org/ethics . . L . . .
y pra.org (15) Divulging a privileged communication or other confi

(3) Any physical therapist assistant committing any act th ; ; ; ; ;
constitutesa violation of the “Standards of Ethical Conduct,'E]Eitr:gglk[));1 g?;gh;ﬁ;%g?arf lg\:\flormatlmcept as required or per
a

effective July 1, 2010, as approved by the American Physic (16) Engagingin sexually explicit conduct, sexual contact,

TherapyAssociation and herein incorporated by reference. cat h | behavi ith or in th
Note: Copies of the American Physical Therapy Associai@tandards of Ethi exposuregratification, or other sexual behavior with or in the

cal Conduct may be obtained electronicallyvatw.apta.org/ethics presencef a patient, a patiestimmediate family membeor a

(4) Engagingin fraud, deceit, omisrepresentation in apply Person responsible for the patisntelfare. Fothe purposes of
ing for or procuring a license to practice physiterapyin con ~ this subsection all of the following may apply:
nection with applying for or procuring periodic renewal of a (a) Sexual motivation may be determined from the totality of
license,or in otherwise maintaining licensure. the circumstances and is presunvéaen the physical therapist or
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PT 7.025 WISCONSINADMINISTRATIVE CODE 14

physicaltherapist assistant has contact with a pasdantimate (b) Under this paragraph, the department has the burden of
partswithout legitimate professional justification for doing so. provingthat the act is substantially related to the practice of physi

(b) An adult receiving treatment shall continue to be a patiet®! therapy . o .
for 6 months after the termination of professional services. (21) Failureto establishand maintain accurate and timely
(c) If the person receiving treatment is a minioe person shall patlednttliealth .careh retl:ﬂrds as req(Ljured by law "’}bng prqfeslsmnal
continueto be a patient for the purposes of thésagraph for 2 standards.Patient health care records are presumée untimely
- ; . if not completed and signed witt0 days of the date of service.
yearsafter termination of services or for 2 years after the patient 22 Fail imel ; . health d
reaches the age of majorityhichever is longer (22) Failureto timely transfer patient health records to any
. N . . .. personor practitioner authorized by law to procure the patient
(d) Itis a violation of this paragraph for a physical therapist &ealthcare records. Failure to comply with any lawful request for
physicaltherapist assistant to engage in any seowrliact or Con  patient health care records within 30 dayseokiptof the request
ductwith or in the presence of a patient or former patient whg presumed to be a violation of this subsection.
lacksthe ability to consent for any reason, including age, medica (23) Havingany credential pertaining to the practice of physi
tion, or psychological or cognitive disability cal therapy result in adverse action by any agency of ahis
(17) lllegal or unethicabusiness practices, including either otinotherstate, or by any agency or authority witthie federal gov
the following: ernmentwhich results in any disciplinagction, including limi
(a) Fraud, deceit, or misrepresentation in obtaining or attemfAtion, restriction, suspension, revocation, or any other diseiplin

ing to obtain any fee or third—party reimbursement. ary action. This paragraph applies whetttee adverse action

(b) Engagingn uninvited, in—person solicitation of actual Orresultsin temporary or permanent limitation, restriction, suspen

. . ) : : sion, revocation, or disciplinary action. This paragraph applies
potentialpatients whobecause of their particular circumstancesy patheror not the adverse action is accompartigdindings of
arevulnerable to undue influence.

negligence or unprofessional conduct.

(18) Providing treatment intervention unwarranted Hye  (24) Failure,within 30 daysto report to the board any adverse
conditionof thepatient or continuing treatment beyond the poiniction, whether final otemporary taken against the licensse’
of reasonable benefit. authorityto practice physical therapy as follows:

(19) Violation or conviction ofany federal or state law  (a) Any adverse action by another licensingcordentialing
including_ criminal Ia_w which is therefore substantially related tqurisdiction concerned with the practice of physical therapy
the practice of physical therapy and whighrs any of the follow (b) Any adverse action by any division of ttate or federal

ing conduct: governmenthatresults in limitation or loss of authority to per
(a) Theft or fraud. form any act constituting theractice of physical therapy or as a
(b) Violence physical therapist assistant.

(25) Failure,within 30 days, to repotb the board any volun
ry agreemento limit, restrict, or relinquish the practice of physi
cal therapy or as a physical therapist assistant entered into with

(c) Sexual contact with a patient, patismgfardian or family ta
member,or any act performed in the presence opaient,

patient'sguardian or family membgfor the purposes of sexual any court or agency of any state or federal government.

gratlflcatlo.n.. ) ) (26) Failureto report to the board any incident in which the
(d) Victimizationof children, elderlyor other vulnerable per |icenseehas direcknowledge of reasonable cause to suspect that

son. aphysical therapist or physical therapist assistant has committed
(e) Any crime occurring in the course of the practice of physiny unprofessional, incompetent, or illegal act in violatiostafe

cal therapyby a physical therapist or a physical therapist assista@t, federal statute, administrative rule, or ordefsthe board.

or in any place in which physical therapy is practiced. Reportsshall be made within the time necessary to protect patients

(f) Conclusive evidence of a violation of this subsection shéﬁﬁgIﬁg?g;gﬁ:gﬁg?ﬁg gzlt(a?r?é?kggfmrllg drggrgftthh%n;:? days

- : a
be.a certified copy of anyocumendemons”atmg the em{ry ofa History: CR 13-007 cr. Register November 2013 No. 69%ff. 12-1-13;
guilty plea, nolo contendere plea, alford pleagoirance into a correctionsin (6), (23) made under s13.92 (4) (b) 6. Stats.,Register November
deferredprosecution agreement, with or without beigunged, 2013No. 695
rc)zlr';ﬁglrlggto a crimesubstantially related to the practice of physi PT7.03 Complaints. Procedures amequirements for fi
Py . o ing complaints with the board are set forth in 8RS 2

(20) Violation or conviction of any federal or state law or rule History: CR 03-020cr. Register April 2004 No. 58@f. 5-1-04; correction

thatis substantially related the practice of physical theraplfor ~madeunder s13.92 (4) (b) 7.Stats. Register November 20INo. 671

the purposes of this subsection the following may apply: PT 7.04 Self-audits. The board shall bienniallseview
(a) Except as otherwise providest law a certified copy of a and evaluate its performance in carrying out its responsibilities
relevantdecision by a state or federal court or agencygeltawith  ynderthis chapter and in other areas over which the besed

makinglegaldeterminations relevant to this paragraph is cenclgisesits independent authoritgs defined in $440.035 Stats.
sive evidence of its findings of facts and conclusions of law History: CR 03-020cr. Register April 2004 No. 58@f. 5-1-04.
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