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17 SAFETY AND PROFESSIONAL SERICES SPS 379.08

Chapter SPS 379
APARTMENT HOUSES, HOTELS AND PLACES OF DETENTION

SPS379.001 Scope; apartment houses. SPS 3791 Basement rooms.

SPS 379.01 Hotels and places of detention. SPS 379.12  Toilet rooms.

SPS 379.02  Exits; number and location. SPS 379.13 Maintenance and housekeeping.
SPS 379.03  Type of exits. SPS 379.14  Water supply

SPS 379.04  Fire escapes. SPS 379.15 Cleanliness.

SPS 379.05  Stairways. SPS 379.16  Fire extinguishers.

SPS 379.06 Basement stairway enclosure. SPS 379.17  Automatic sprinklers.

SPS 379.07  Exit doors. SPS 379.18  Fire alarm.

SPS 379.08  Exit lights and signs. SPS 379.19 Directions for escape.

SPS 379.09  Size of rooms. SPS 379.20 Isolation of fire hazards.

SPS 379.10  Windows.

1 ’\é?“f %haptff '3‘(&64\11‘({)62935@'51“”:%9;? CtharlfﬂFLL;*gR 79 under SB 13-33 r(12mt) (eonstructecbn hospitals and sanitariums, and on hotels or room
., olats. registerJune, , NO. apter was renumpered chapter; 5 H H “pn” -
Comm79 under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 1., Stats., and correctimte under s. 13.93 (2m) ing houses over &tories in hEIght, shall be “B type fire escapes.

(b) 7., Stats.Register May, 1998, No. 509 Chapter Comm 79 was renumbered ~ ACCESStO such fire escapes shall be by standard exit doors.
chapter SPS 379 under s 1392 (4) (b) 1, Stats, Register December 2011 No. 672 (2) Everyfire escape shabe placed against a blank wall if
Note: For rooms whickaccommodate more than 100 persons, se8R8.377 possible

theatersand assembly halls. > )
History: 1-2-56 renum. and amRegister September1974, No. 225ef.
i . 10-1-74rcorrection made under#3.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stat&egisterJune, 1995, No.
SPS 379.001 Scope; apartment houses. Under this 474 correction in (1) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats,, Register December

classificationis included every building or part of a building occu2011 No. 672.
pied as the residence of@ more families living independently . . .
or occupied by? such families and also used for business pur SPS 379.05 Stairways. (1) Inside stairways at a steeper

poses. anglethan 45° with the horizontal are not accepted as exits. Every
History: 1-2-56 renum. Registey Septemberl974, No. 225ef. 10-1-74. QS\éVGStalrway shall comply with the requirements of s. Ind 51.16,
SPS 379.01 Hotels and places of detention. Under (2) Everystairway which serves as an exit shall lead to a sepa

this classification are included all hotelsdging and boarding rateexit door

housesclub houses, dormitories, convents, monasteries, hospi (3) Outside stairways heretoforeconstructed on 2-story
tals,homes for the aged and infirm, nursing homes, convalescgifidingswill be accepted if in good condition.

homes convalescent hospitals, asylums, jails and other places of(4) A|l stairways and shaftways within buildings in thessi
detention including every building or padf a building used for fication described irss.SPS 379.00and379.01which are 3 or
sleepingor lodging purposes by 3 or mqpersons not members morestories in height shall be enclosed with partitions, including

of a family , , N doors,of not less than one—hour fire—resistive construction.
Note: Where the followingequirements refer to “families” or “apartments,” the

requirementspply to apartment houses; where they refer to“persons” or “rooms,” () EXceptthat one stairway may be unenclosed in the first
therequirements apply to hotels and other places as listeGPS379.01 story provided it does not lead to the basement.
corl-r“esft:t(i)g% méaiaﬁﬁées" li?é’zR(igl(%t)e %.,Sét%iif”é’%ils?;“b&%niés%ﬁﬁ.g,lg?é ; (6) All stairways anq steps of more than. 3 risers shall have at
leastone handrail. Stairways and steps which are 5 feet or more

apartmentouse there shall be at least 2 exits accessible from eg@ghside. Rails shall be not less than 2 feet 6 inches vertically
apartmentvithout passing through another apartment. abovenose of treads or 3 feet 6 inches above platform.

. . History: 1-2-56 renum. and amRegister September1974, No. 225eff.
~ (2) In every hotel, place afetention or other occupancy listed;o-1-74corrections made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 4. and 7., Stetsister June,
in s.SPS 379.01there shall be at least 2 exits from each flddre  1995,No. 474 correction in (4) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register
numberand location of such exits shall be sticht in case if any December 2011 No. 672.
exit or passageway is blocked at any point, some other exit will
still be accessible through public passageways from every ro
exceptthat in fire—resistive buildings a total area of not more th
éﬁi(l)giic;uare feemay be placed between an exit and the end of t ove,shall be enclosed in the basement with not less than one—

History: 1-2-56 renum. and amRegister September1974, No. 225eff. hoqr flrg—re5|st|ve partitions and. doors.
10-1-74gorrection made under¥3.93 (2m) (b) 7., StatRegister June, 1995, No. , History: 1-2-56 renum. and amRegistey September1974, No. 225ef.
474; correction in (2) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats, Register December 10-1-74gorrection made under£3.93 (2m) (b) 7., StatRegistey June, 1995, No.
2011 No. 672. g;;l correction made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats,, Register December 2011 No.

SPS 379.06 Basement stairway enclosure. In every
ilding as listed irs.SPS 379.0Inore than 2 stories high, every
irwaywhich extends from the basement to the second floor or

SPS 379.03 Type of exits. The exits herein requireshall

beeither stairways, or fire escapes, or horizontal exits as described gpg 375 24xcept that a door which accommodates not more
in s.SPS 375.12 : '

History: 1-2-86 renum. and amRegister Septemberl974, No. 225ef. thar:j4 families or 20 persons will not be required to swing out
10-1-74correction made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register December War . )
2011 No. 672. History: 1-2-56 renum. and amRegister September1974, No. 225eff.
10-1-74rorrection made under®3.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stat®Rkegister June, 1995, No.

. . 474 correction made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats, Register December 2011 No.
SPS 379.04 Fire escapes. (1) Fire escapes hereaft(ar672_°°rr fon maceunder s @ ®) S Regse « ©

constructedshall be stairway fire escapes as described BRS.
375.15t0375.25 Existing stairway fire escapes will be accepted SPS 379.08 Exit lights and signs. (1) In every building
if strongly and properly built and in good condition. Fire escapashich accommodates more thdrfamilies or 20 persons, and in

PS 379.07 Exit doors. All exit doors shall be as required
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Published under 85.93 Wis. Stats., by the Legislative Reference Bureau.

SPS 379.08 WISCONSINADMINISTRATIVE CODE 18

every building which accommodates transients, the public (4) Toilet rooms and fixtures hereafter installed shall comply
passagewaystairways, and exdoors shall be illuminated from with ss. Ind 52.50 to 52.64, 1956. For details of plumbing, see
onehour after sunset to one hdaefore sunrise. This illumination stateplumbing code issued by the department.

shallinclude lights at all intersections of passageways, ek, (5) Everyexisting toilet room shall be ventilated by an outside

andat the head and foot of every stairway window; or, where this is not possible, by a ventilating pipe
(2) Thelights at all exit doors shall be red lights and shall bapprovedby the department or by the local healtficef.

accompaniedy a sign bearing the word EXIT or OUim plain (6) In buildings where a sewer systésmot available and can

lettersnot less than 5 inches in height. Exit lights shall be installedt be made available, an equal number of sanitary privies, or
in accordance with the requirements of\ttieconsin state eleciri  closetsconnected with a septic tank or cesspool, shall be provided
cal code and sSPS 375.24 in accordance with rules of the department.

History: 1-2-56 renum. and amRegistey September1974, No. 225eff. History: 1-2-56 renum. and amRegister September1974, No. 225ef.
10-1-74correction made under£3.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stat&Registey June, 1995, No.  10-1-74corrections made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 6. and 7., Safgistey June,
474 correction in (2) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register December 1995, No. 474
2011 No. 672.

. . SPS 379.13 Maintenance and housekeeping.
SPS 379.09 Size of rooms. Every sleeping room shall be (1) Every building of this classification, and all parts thereof,
of sufiicient size to &brd at least 400 cubic feet of air spdoe  gha|ipe kept in good repair and the roof shall be kept so as not to

eachoccupant over 12 years of age, and 200 cubic feet for eag8k and all rain water shall be so drained and conveyed therefrom
occupantunder 12 years. No greater numbeo@fupants than the ggnot to cause dampness in the walls and ceilings.

numberthus established shall be permitted in any such room.

History: 1-2-56 renum.Register Septemberl974, No. 225ef, 10-1-74, (2) All exit doors, corridors, passageways and stairways shall

be kept clear and unobstructed at all times.

i History: 1-2-56 renum. Registey Septemberl974, No. 225eff. 10-1-74.
SPS 379.10 Windows. No room shall be used as a sleep

ing or living room unless it has a window or windows opening

upona street, alleyor yard, or upon a court connectitgrewith, SPS 379.14 Water supply. Where city water supplis

availableor can be made available, every apartment hehak

or abovethe roof of an adjoining building, or upon an inner coullg nrovided with proper sinks with running watand there shall
not less than 25 square feet in areaunless it has a vertically— pa at least one such sink within each apartment.

sliding pulley-hung sash windgwot lessthan 15 square feet in = yigory: 1-2-56 renum. Register September1974, No. 225ef. 10-1-74.
area,opening into another room in the same apartment, which

other room opens on a street, alley yard, either directly or  gpg 37915 Cleanliness. Every building shall be kept
through similar windows. ~ Everysuch sash window shall becheanand shall also bkept free from any accumulation of dirt,
placedas nearly as possible in line with outside windows, and bg h, rubbish, garbage, or other matter in or on the sametbein

halves shall be made to open readilyd the glass in the lower halfy arqs courts, passages, areas or alleys connected with or belong
shallbe translucent. ing to the same.

History: 1-2-56 renum. Registey September1974, No. 225ef. 10-1-74. History: 1-2-56 renum.Registey September1974, No. 225eff. 10-1-74.

SPS 379.11 Basement rooms. (1) No basementroom  sps379.16 Fire extinguishers. In every building in this
shallbe used as a sleeping or living room unless all the followirghssificationwhich accommodates more than 20 persons and is
conditionsare complied with: not equipped with a complete automatic sprinlggstem or with

(a) The room shall be at least 8 feet high from floor to ceilingnterior standpipes, at least one approved fire extinguisher shall be

(b) The ceiling shall be at least 4 feet above the surface of f{&videdon each floar Such fire extinguishers shall be located
adjoiningstreet or ground. atthe head of each stairway or each elevator group.

. . . History: 1-2-56 renum. Registey Septemberl974, No. 225eff. 10-1-74.
(c) The room shall have a window or windows opening upon y 6 gisierseptembe ?

a street, alleyor yard, or upon a court connecting therewath,

uponan inner court not less than 60 square feet in area; and§ PS 379.17 Automatic sprinklers. (1) Where city

ersupply is available, an approved automatic sprinkler system
described in sSSPS375.28shall be provided in the basement
dsub—basements of all buildings of this classification, except

total window area shall be at least one—tenth of the floor area
theroom, and the upper half of such window or windows shall
madeto open the full width.

(d) The walls and floor shall be dampproof and waterproof. (@) Apartment houses.

(e) The roomshall have stitient light and ventilation and (b) Bu_lld.lngs noF more than 2 stories high.
shallbe fit for human habitation. (c) Buildings which accommodate not more than 40 persons.
History: 1-2-56 renum.Register September1974, No. 225eff. 10-1-74. (d) Buildings of fire-resistive construction.

Note: In a summer hotel or similar building 3 stories or more in height, where the

. . hazardis great, the department reserves the rigloréier a sprinkler system, even
SPS 379.12 Toilet rooms. (1) In every apartment bulld  thoughcity water supply is not available.

ing where a sewer system is available, at least one water—clos@tstory: 1-2-56 renum.Register September1974, No. 225eff. 10-1-74;

shallbe provided foevery 2 apartments. Every such water—closggrrectionmade under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) Stats.Registey June, 1995, No. 474
L g . X . . ,R D

shall be located within the building, in a separate room @By enonin (@) (intro) madeunder s 1392 (4) (b) 7., Stats. Register December

compartmenton the same floor with the apartments which

servesand shall be accessible from each such apartment withoulsps  379.18 Fire alarm. (1) Every building which
passingthrough another apartment. All water—closets and th@commodatemore than 20 persons, except hospitals and places

pipes connecting therewith shall beroperly protected against of getention, shall bprovided with a fire alarm system complying
frost; if located in gpublic hall such hall shall be heated, if necesyjith s. SPS 375.29

sary,so as to prevlen.t the Clo,sets an.d. plpes from freezing. (2) Everyhospital whichaccommodates 20 or more persons
(2) In every building of this classification where a seweF syghallbe provided with a fire alarm system complying witBBS
temis available, except apartment houses, at least one watgys 29exceptthat chimes or other approved sounding devices
closetshall be provided for every 15 persons or fraction. shallbe used when within hearing distamé¢he patients. gual
(3) Roomswith private water—closets shall not be consideregktention compelling devices may be uséd hospitals where
in counting either the number of rooms or number of fixtures. approvedby the department.

Published under s. 35.93, Stats. Updated on the first day of each month. Entire code is always current. The Register date on each page
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19 SAFETY AND PROFESSIONAL SERICES SPS 379.20

(3) A presignal firealarm system may be installed in hospitalstherhazardous work rooms and storage rooms, shall be provided
or hotels where not less than 4 employees are on dutytamed with a 2—-hour fire—resistive floor and shall be enclosed with
to respond to fire alarms. lessthan one—hour fire-resistive walls and ceiling. All openings

Note: Where presignal systems are installed, it is recommended thfitethe shallbe protected with self-closing fire-resistive doors.
departmenbe called immediately after the pre—alarm signal is received. 2) Th | f he h . | B itted i
History: 1-2-56 renum., and amRegister September1974, No. 225ef. 2 e enclosure for the heating plant mag omitted In

10-1-74rorrections made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., SRegister June, 1995, apartmenbuildings not more than 2 stories in height and having
No. 474 correction in (1), (2) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register  not more than 2 apartments on a floor and in rooming houses not
December 2011 No. 672. P R . .
morethan 2 stories in height and having not more than 8 living or
SPS 379.19 Directions for escape. Inevery room occu Sleepingrooms on each floor provided no part of the buildg
pied by transients, a notice shall be conspicuously pagitédg Usedfor business purposes aalfiinterior stairways are enclosed
complete and plain directions for reaching at least 2 exits.  in the basement with a one—hour fire-resistive enclosure or.better
History: 1-2-56 renum. Registey September1974, No. 22peff. 10-1-74. (3) Gas—firedspace heaters may be used in private apartments

. . . without an enclosure if approved by the department.
SPS 379'20_ Isol_atlon of fire h_azards' (1) All'boiler or History: 1-2-56 renum. and amRegister September1974, No. 225eff.
furnacerooms,including the breeching and fuel room as well ag-1-74.
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