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Chapter Trans 300
TRANSPORTATION OF SCHOOL CHILDREN

Trans300.01 Purpose and scope. Trans 300.48 Horn.
Trans 300.02 Definitions. Trans 300.49 Inside height.

) . . Trans 300.50 Insulation.
Subchapter I—Purchasing and Operating Requiements Trans 30051 Instruments, gauges.

Trans 300.10 Manufacturer.

Trans 300.1 Dealer. Trans 300.52 Interior.

Trans 300.53 Ladders.

Trans 300.12 Distributor. :
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Trans 300.13 Purchaser. Trans 30055 Mirrors.

Trans 300.15 Employer requirements. -
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Trans 300.18 Out of service. rans Suo. ub rails.
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Trans 300.19 Requirements to convert a school bus. -
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Trans 300.21 Rebody requirements. rans 300.61  Signs and lettering.
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Trans 300.22 Charter operations Trans 300.62  Steering.

’ ’ Trans 300.63 Steps.
Subchapter ll—Equipment Standards Trans 300.64 Stop signal arm.
Trans 300.25 Aisle. Trans 300.65 Sunshield.
Trans 300.26 Alternator generatar Trans 300.66 Suspension system.
Trans 300.27 Barriers. Trans 300.67 Tires.
Trans 300.28 Battery. Trans 300.68 Wheels.
Trans 300.29 Battery carrier and connections. Trans 300.69 Windows.
Trans 300.30 Book racks. Trans 300.70 Windshield.
Trans 300.31 Brakes. Trans 300.71 Windshield washer
Trans 300.32 Bumpers. Trans 300.72 Windshield wipers.
Trans 300.33 Capacity. Trans 300.73 Wiring.

;:222 ggggé gg'r?sriruction Subchapter Ill—Special Additional Requirements
Trans 300.355 Grossing gate Trans 300.75 Special service opening.
Trans 300.36 Defrostgrg ) Trans 300.76 Power lift or ramps.
Trans 300.37 Drive shaft Trans 300.77 Wheelchair fasteners.
’ ) Trans 300.78 Seats and restraints.

Trans 300.38 Emegency wqrning equipment. Trans 30079 Communications

Egz: 3884313 E%Z%i??;s%nn? Trans 300.80 Optional equipment.

Trans 300.41 Fire extinguisher Trans 300.81 Authorized optional equipment.
Trans 300.42 First aid Kit. Subchapter IV—General Requirements

Trans 300.43 Fenders. Trans 300.85 Replacement equipment.
Trans 300.44 Floor covering. Trans 300.86 Enforcement policy

Trans 300.45 Frame. Trans 300.87 Inspection procedures.

Trans 300.46 Fuel tank and fuel system integrity Trans 300.88 Applicability.

Trans 300.47 Heaters. Trans 300.89 Penalties.

Note: Chalptefr Ta:_ns 3300 ;Nasbrenémlggged lf1rom cgail);er lV_ltVD_lt7 gnd rFevli)sed by (4g) “Lights” or “lamps” mean devices that emit light, either
gp;%g‘i’g%yguﬁai?gg‘égleg';ﬁgnae,{ev\; chapiacn;gg%dwas j‘rse;tgé';fﬁvgmﬂafcgu to illuminate roads, license plates and similar items, or to warn
1,1983. motoristsand the publiof the presence of a school bus and the

needfor due care. In this chapt&oth terms have the same mean
Trans 300.01 Purpose and scope. (1) The purpos®f ing and may be used interchangeably
this chapter is to promote the safe transportation of pupils and(4m) “Rebody” meansthe placing of a new or replacement
otherauthorized persons in school buses as defined3%0s01  schoolbus body on a previously-licensed school bus chassis.
(56), Stats. (5) “SAE” means the society of automotive engineers.
(2) This chapter is intended to provide specific safety-related () (a) “School bus” or “bus” means a passenger motor
standardsregarding the design, construction, inspection, aRghiclewhich is designed to carry 10 or more passengers in addi

operationof school buse_s. o _ tion to the driver is painted in accordance with 347.44 (1)

(3) Thechapter provides for déring standards for vehicles Stats. and transports persons as described34&01 (56) (aand

of varying size and configuration. (am), Stats. A school bus may be classed as one d6ltbaving
History: Cr. Register February1983, No. 326eff. 3-1-83. types:

Trans 300.02 Definitions. In this chapter: 1. Atype "A” school bus is a conversiam body constructed
upona van-type or cutaway front—section vehicle with adife

rgl) l‘t‘)Attende_d" m(;aans the (El]river is in%he ti)mmediate aijeﬂn(_a];] driver’s door, designed for carrying mothan 10 persons. This
schoolbus service door pm the case of a bus equipped wit %l?finition shall include the following 2 classifications:
powerlift, the driver is assisting a disabled person to board or exi a. Type A-1, with a GVWR over 10,000 pounds

the bus operating the power lift controls. b ith 2 G £10.000 q d und
(1m) “Department” means the department of transportation. 2' Zyt?/i) Q_Blnl’s‘::";]too?bu\;\gz ?:oﬁvérsior??)l:rl])o?i;rc]onusrt]ruirte q
(2) “Driver's compartment” means the arémward of the and installed upon a van or front-section vehicle chassis, or

rearmosfportion of the driveéls seat across the entisidth of the strippedchassis, with a gross vehikeight rating of more than

bus. X .
B Y . 0,000pounds, designed for carrying more than 10 persons. Part
(2m) "FMVSS” means federal motor vehicle safety standard the engine is beneath or behind, or both, the windshiet

(3) "GAWR” means the gross axle weight rating. besidethe drivets seat. The entrance door is behind the front
(4) “GVWR” means the gross vehicle weight rating. wheels.
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3. Atype “C” school bus is a body installed upon a flat back Trans 300.13 Purchaser. No person may purchase a
cowl chassis, with a gross vehicle weight rating of more thachoolbus previously titled and registered in another state of juris
10,000poundsdesigned for carrying more than 10 persons. Atliction to be used in Wgconsin school transportation that is in
of the engine is in front of the windshield and the entralomr excessf 5 years of age from the original date of manufacture.
is behind the front wheels. (1) Any person intending to purchase a maishicle to be

4. Atype “D” school bus is body installed upon a chassis,usedas a school bus shall provide the seller with a written notice
with the engine mounted in the fromhidships, or reamwith a  of such intent prior tthe signing of the purchase ordérnotation
grossvehicle weight rating of more than 10,000 pounds, designed the purchase order shall fulfill this requirement.
for carrying more than 10 persons. The engine begyehind the  (2) Any person intending to purchase a school bus body to be
windshieldand beside the driverseat, or it may be at the rear otombinedwith a motor vehiclehassis to form a body—on—chassis
thebus, behind the rear wheels, or midships between the front &gk school bus shall provide the seller or distributor witrigten
rearaxles. The entrance door is ahead of the front wheels. noticeof such intent prior to the signing of the purchaster A

(b) “School bus” does not include an alternative vehicle, rotationon the purchase order shall fulfill this requirement.
humanservice vehicle, a motor bus or a motor vehagerated (3) Any person purchasing a school bus may not use the
as part of an urban mass transit system, in accordance withyghicle for any pupil transportation unless the bus basn

340.01(56) (b) Stats. inspectedby the department and approved for use as a school bus
(7) “Secretary” means the secretary tfie department of in Wisconsin. This may not preclude such use if items needing
transportation. correctionor alteration after the initial inspection are of a nature

(7m) “Vehicular hazard warning lamps” means utilizatioh thatwould not afect safe transportation of students. The inspect

all turn signal lights simultaneously kactuating the vehicular ing officer shall advise the owner if a ndwis may be used while
hazardwarning switch. theitems not in compliance are being corrected.

u . : History: Cr. Register February1983, No. 326eff. 3-1-83; cr(intro.), Register,
(8) “Wheelchair” means any specially constructed wheeleghy,ary1995, No. 470ef. 3-1-95 am. (3) Register December1997, No. 504

deviceusedexclusively for the movement of physically disable@t. 1-1-9s.
persons. )
History: Cr. Register February1983, No. 326eff. 3-1-83; renum. (1) to (1m), Trans 300.15 Employer requirements. (1) Each

o ((‘%')EVC(IZ(rg)), éiréﬁi)s,tgg‘)scg% gb;gg;sti‘rgseg‘:ugyﬁf%gg&;gg%é’g-g;?%; employerof schoolbus drivers shall be responsible to determine
Register April 2016 No. 724 eff. 5-1-16; enum. (7r) to (4g) under $13.92 (4) thatonly qualified personnel operate schbaises according to

(b) 1., Stats. Register April 2016 No. 724 safepractices and that each bus is qualified for pupil transporta
tion.
Subchapter|—Purchasing and Operating (2) Theoperator or owner of a schdals shall have a mainte
Requirements nancerecord file for eaclschool bus. The maintenance record file

shallbe kept at the principal repair facility used for the bushdf
Trans 300.10 Manufacturer. It is the vehicle manufac busowner does not operagerepair facility the record file shall
turer and the school bus body manufactiseesponsibility to bekept current at another location accessible for inspection. The
manufacturea school bus in compliance with all federal and statecordfile shall be maintained for the life of the bus and shall con
standardsapplicable to the manufacturer of schbokes. The tain:
vehiclemanufacturer shall provide copiesatifequipment recalls () |dentification of the bus including make, modeghicle
to the administratoiWisconsin division of state patrol, to assurggentificationnumbey and fleet number

appropriate repairs are made. : ) .
History: Cr. Register February1983, No. 326eff. 3-1-83; amRegistey Febru (b) A record Oﬁepalrs performed InCIUdlng the date and nature

ary, 1995, No. 470eff. 3-1-95. of repair
) ) (c) A record of the lubricatiomnd preventive maintenance
.bf||'ran3 :](300-.1}1 Dealer. (13, Ilt is Lhechas?s c.iealegresponb. pgrformedincluding date and nature of maintenance.
sibility to furnish a motor vehicle chassis that is to be combined 4y The initial pre—sale inspection and a cayfythe latest
with a school bubody which meets the applicable state Standarﬁ%(pe)ctionperformgd by state eFr)anoyees.
thatrelate to chassis components. Thassis dealer is the statu (3) Al required records shall be open for inspection and pre

tory owner of the school bus. sentedto the secretary or designee upon demand. The secretary
(2) Generalpractice through the years hamde the school 4y periodically authorize deletion or destruction of material
busbody distributor the person who actually delivers the schog)ntainedn the record file.
busto the purchasefThe presalespection shall be the responsi ( : A
o o L 4) A driver's report indicating a school bus defect or unsafe
R:I(Iety S:Ctr?:sdeeraler or the distributor delivering the school bus t8ondition,in either written or electronic form, shall be maintained
b L . . for a period of 7 calendar days after repair
(3) The C_iea|er or d|5tr|bUt0'h_at IS required to secure the Pre History: Cr. Register February1983, No. 326eff. 3-1-83; am(2) (a),Register,
saleinspection shall be clearly indicated on the purchase.ordevreblrualmryélsggg 8‘3? ]zllgoeﬁ. 3;1—35 am. (3)AReg|i32tg(,; E?\Icenggg%ggi r\gz. g%zl
H H —1-390; —16: am. egister I 0. . 0—1-04]
(4) Thedealer shall assure that copies of all equipment recais 666 am (2) (d). ¢ and e ((4))|§ee€gister April 2016 No. 724eff. 5-1-16.
areprovided to the division of state patrol.
History: Cr. RegisterFebruary1ﬁ983,No. 326 ef. 3-1-83; am. (2), (3), c(4), Trans 300.16 Driver requirements. (1) Prior to the
RegisterfFebruary 1995, No. 470efl. 3-1-95. startof any trip, the driveror employer designee, shall chebk

Trans 300.12 Distributor. The schoobus body distribu condition of the bus, giving particular attention to brakes, tires,

tor acts as an agent of the final assemblehefschool bus. The Iights,l_ emegfetr;]cybequig)n;en:, T}irﬁ??‘vindo""f'dand ir_ltt_erior
distributoris the agent that may arrange for the presale inspect ﬁatn '”‘?gﬁo h ?h us. Detects sha fbe repo_rte In W”b'ng’ or
of the school bus. If the purchaser wishes to arrange foresale € lcctronicfile, to the person in chge of bus maintenance bym
inspection this shall clearly be stated on the purchase ortlee P/€ting @ pre—trip report. In addition to completing a pre-trip
distributorshall furnish a school bus body which meets the app’ppprg\{vh?_n atﬂefgc{ ort_unsafe (;:c_)(?dlttl_?n 'ff fourr:d, an |n|s§)eé:tlon
cablestate standards that relate to body componditts.distriby 09 indicating the date, time, and identificatiofwho complete
tor or owner who furnishes a rebogiall arrange for the initial 1€ inspection must be completed prior to the start of any trip. It
inspectionprior to its use as a school bus. is the drivets responsibility to ensure that the pre-trip inspection
History: Cr. Register February1983, No. 326ef. 3-1-83; amRegistey Febru hasbeen completed prior to the start of any trip. The driver shall

ary, 1995, No. 470eff. 3-1-95. be responsible for the cleanliness of the interior of thednd
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shall ensure that the windshield and mirrors are clean before ehigfhwayand in such a manner that the pupils do not have to cross
schoolbus operation and that the strobe light is actuatezhever the highway

the busis in operation on a highway for purposes specified in s. (10) Thedriver shall make sure thttere is no trdic danger
340.01(56) (a)and(am), Stats. beforeallowing pupils to cross the highwayPupils obliged to

(2) Articles may not be transported within the bus bdidy crossthe highway shall be required to cross from a point at least
there is or may be interference with the safe transportation 1df feet forward of thestanding bus only after receiving a signal
pupils or with the driver or if the articles obstruct the aistep  from the driver When dischajing passengers the driver may not
well, or steps. No animalirearm, or other weapon of any sort,proceeduntil all personsre at a safe distance away from the bus
or articles not associated with school activity shall be permitted on if crossing the roadways, they are safely across the street or
abus without the express, written authorization of the appropritghway. This subsection applies onlshere alternating flashing
schooladministratar The bus driver shall refuse admittance teed or flashingred and amber lights are required by346.48
any student not presenting the required written authorization. T8eats.,or authorized by 849.2], Stats.
driver shall designate where all such articles shall be carri&in 11y A driver may not leavehe bus unattended with the

bus. The provisions of this subsection do not apply to animais spg ginerunning or the key in the ignition when pupils are in the bus
cially trained to aid disabled persons which may be permitted dpin the immediate area of the bus.

accordwith S',106'52 (3) (am)Stats. ) ) (12) Exceptas provided in sul§15), the doors of a bus shall
(3) Thedriver may not smoke or permit smoking aboard thge closed securelpefore starting and shall remain closed while

schoolbus. _ thebus is in motion. Abrupt stargd stops or sudden maneuvers
(4) A driver may not operate a school bus while under tkgeprohibited, except in an engemcy.

influenceof alcohol or a controlled substance or a combination of (13) The driver may not require nor permit apgssengeto

alcoholand a controlled substance or permit the use of alcohol@snqwhile thevehicle is in motion except while a passenger is
a controlled substance on any school busie driver may not 44ingto a door or sedist prior to stopping or immediately after
operatea school bus if he ahe is under any medication, or c0m|s44ing. This does not apply to chaperones or monitors in the per
bination of medication and alcohol, which mayfeat the safe o manceof their duties. The driver may not permit arassenger
op?ér;\tlgn_of the bus. ool bus th e definit tcf> sit anywhere on the bus except in seats provided.

rivers operating a school bus that meets the definition of 14y The driver mav not operat hool nd the legal
acommercial motor vehicle shall comphjth ss.346.63 (5)and poéte&spe:(?limeits oiyanoy ?o%n?go%r?t;l?rﬁc:)pu;,bsetg?e ((jjﬁe; coa
346.63(7) (a) Stats. eral highway

(6) Driversoperatinga school bus not meeting the definition 15y The griver ofa school bus required to stop at a railroad

of a commercial motor vehicle shall comply with the followingz,ossingny 5.346.45 Stats., shall come to a full stop at a distance
(a) A driver may not consume an intoxicating beverage regargf not less than 15 feet nor more than 50 feet before crossing at
lessof its alcoholic content within 4 hours before going on dutyradeany trackof a railroad. The vehicle hazard warning lamps
or operating, or having physical control of, a school bus. shallbe used when the bus is slowing for the stop and shall remain
(b) A driver may not consume an intoxicating beveragen until the bus has resumed normal speed. While the bus is so
regardles®f its alcoholic content while on dytgr operating, or stoppedthe driver shall open the service door and listen and look
in physical control of, a school bus. in both directions along the track for any approaching train and for

(c) Adriver may not have in his or her possession any alcohdkgnalsindicating the approach of a train. Afttopping and upon
beverageegardless of its alcoholic contamtile on duty or oper proceedingvhen it is safe to do so, the driver of the bus shall cross
atinga school bus. only in thegear of the bus that will make it unnecessary to manu

; . . ly shift gears while traversing tleeossing, and the driver may
me(gguféiﬁgﬁ:Ongnr;%tn?r%%Lar:eagosvcehgocl) bus while having a ot shift gears while traversing the crossing. The service door
- .shallremainopen until the front wheels of the bus have cleared the

(7) Thedriver shall maintain order among passengers beifigs set of tracks for each required stop, but shall be closed before
transportedand shall promptly report any misconduct to th%hifting.

properauthority The driver may assign a seating order

(8) Loading stations or points shall be selected with dug,
regardfor traffic and pedestrian safety and shall be approved
school authorities. Flashing warning lights shall be used _ iaati
requiredby s.346.48 (2) Stats. The stop arm shall be used in Conhasbeen secured by means of 2 Way communication. -
junctionwith the flashing red warning lights and shall be extended (17) Theuse of audio headsdiy drivers shall be prohibited.
only after the bus comes to a stop. Except where there are specidl8) Driversshall check the entire interior of the school bus
loadingzones where the bus is entirely tie traveled portion of following each trip to assure all passengers arénefbus.
the highway the bus shall be stopped on the travpledion of the (19) Drivers, school boards, transportation supervisars]
highway in the lanefarthest to the right which is improved,busowners shall cooperate alt times with authorized division
designedor ordinarily used for vehicular travel, excluding thef state patrol personnel in carrying out thepection of school
bermor shoulder The flashing red warning lights may ¢ busesand equipment.
extinguisheduntil loading or unloading is completed and persons o0y No persons except pupils, school employebaperones
who must cross the highway are safely across. The stop arm sl other persons approved by the school or department authori
beretracted before putting the bus in motion. tiesshall be permitted to ride in a school bus sultfettis chapter

(9) A school bus may not be stopped on any podfanhigh  providedthat school board members or an authorized department
way for theloading or discha@e of pupils or other persons unlesssfficial conducting an inspection of the vehicle or examination of
the bus is painted the yellow and black schimas color combina  the driver's ability shall be given such privilege rafisportation
tion, is equipped with a stop signal arm and alternating flashigg passengers in excess of the number postée bus is prohib
redor flashing red and amber lights and is identified by a schogd.
bussign. This subsection doest apply to a vehicle which is  History: Cr. Register February1983, No. 326efl. 3-1-83; am(2), (3), renum.
operatingwithin a municipality and which is not readilyentifi- 25)750((1%5;) Egot)weR (e7)i;ct> e(lgg tf)irr:g r(ll9§)) gng%mA%)G%O é{fi)_, 5326261(1(42))%(&?3)(6()6()&)
ableas a S(.:hOOI bufs' When loading or disgimgy pupils in a rural to (d’), (8)’to (]f), (193) arﬁd (15}Re}éisterbecémberl.997, No. 504ef. 1-1-98;am.
area,a vehicle not identifiable as a school bus shabaof the (1), RegisterApril, 1999, No. 52pef. 5-1-99; correction in (2) made undeTR. 92

(16) In case of an accident or a breakdowhenpracticable,
edriver shall remain with the bus and mssnd 2 responsible
pilsor otherpassengers to the nearest place for help unless aid
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Trans 300.16 WISCONSINADMINISTRATIVE CODE 374

(4) (b) 7, Stats.Register March 2012 No. 676R 15-069 am. (1), (8) to (10Reg- (h) SAE J887 May 82—school baarning lamps.SAE stan
ister April 2016 No. 724 eff. 5-1-16. dardapproved July 1964 and completely revised August 1987.

Trans 300.17 Passengers. Schoolbus passengers shall () SAE J914b—side tursignal lamps. SAE recommended
complywith any lawful order given by the driver in carrying ouractice approved February 1965 and last revised November
the driver's responsibility of transporting passengers safely 1989.

History: Cr. Register February1983, No. 326efl. 3-1-83. () SAE J133April 84—school bus stop arniReport of the

lighting committee, approved April 1976, completely revised Jul
Trans 300.18 Out of service. (1) Any bus that is found g PP P pelely y

to be in such condition that it is unsafe for use as a school bus s aﬁk)' Federal egulations adoptedThe federal regulations in
havean “out of service” sticker attached to the lower right cornet, y

. : - e 49, Code of Federal Regulations, part 393, parts and accesso
of the windshield, and the vehicle may not be used as a B0l ¢ ecessary for safe operation, and part 571, motor vehicle
while the sticker is displayed.

. ) ; o . afety standards, adopted by the United States department of
(2) A vehicle with an “out of service” sticker displayed shaljransportatiorand in efect on October 1, 1996 shall be enforced

be reinspectedby and shall have the sticker removed by ap relation to a school bus under this chapter as though the-regula
employeeof the division of state patrol or authorized agent of thgynsere set out in full in this chapter

carrier at the direction of the division of state patrol employee note: Copies of the references are on file in tHice$ of the Division of State

prior to reuse as a school bus. Patrol,the Secretary of State, and the Legislative Reference Bureau; or may be pur

: asedrom the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE), 400 Commonwealth Drive,
(3) It shallbe illegal for any person other tflan an agent_ Of,,t%rrendalem, 15096. The standards are noted in the SAE handbook, 1997 edition.
departmentto remove, conceal abstruct an “out of service” Any standard or recommended practice shall be treated as an approved standard and

stickerunless the vehicle: Sha‘_‘ not be ?:dVi;OfY in né‘ﬂére- 1665 Mo, 22k 21 es ion in (1)
. . istory: Cr. Register,February , No. 32pef. 3-1-83; correction in
(@) Has the base school bus registration removed. (intro.) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., St&egister December1987, No. 384

(b) Is re-registered in such a manner as to prohibit its useaas (1) (a) to (i), (2), c(1) (), (k), Registey February 1995, No. 470eff. 3-1-95
aschool bus am. (1) (k) and renum. and am. (2) to be (1) (k) N&tegister December1997, No.
: . 504, eff. 1-1-98;correction in (1) (intro.) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 6., SRegis-
(c) Is converted to meet the requirements dfans 300.19 terMarch 2012 No. 675
History: Cr.Registey February1983, No. 326ef. 3-1-83; am. (1), (2Register, .
February,1995, No. 470ef. 3-1-95 am. (1), (2) and (3) (a) and (H}egister, Trans 300.21 Rebody requirements. (1) A school bus
December1997, No. 504eff. 1-1-98. may be upgraded by the installatiofia new body on an older

chassis. This product will be known as a rebody school bus.

bus. The owner of every vehicle identifieds a school bus by (2) A chassis provided for a rebody shall be currently titled

color, signs, and lights which is converted from a school bus %ndlicensed as a school bus irisabnsin. .
some other type of vehicle shall comply with the following (3) Proofshall be presented to the school bus body distributor

Trans 300.19 Requirements to convert a school

requirements: that all chassis defects from the previous inspection have been
(1) Repainttheentire vehicle to a color other than glossy yelcorrected. o )
low or any color commonly referred to as yellow (4) Thefollowing items shall have been replaced with new or

(2) Physicallyremovethe flashing red lights from the vehicle;rebUiIt parts withi_n 12 months pric_)r to the time O.f rebody. .
themere disconnection, covering or repainting of the flashing red (&) All brake lines replaced with steel or stainless steel lines

lights does not comply with this requirement. andall brake hoses replaced.

(3) Remove the stop signal arm. (b) Hydrovac and related lines.

(4) Remove any sign identifying the vehicle as a school bus. (€) Vacuum tanks.

(5) Remove the crossing gate. (d) Shock absorbers. _ _

History: Cr. RegisterFebruary 1983, No. 326eff. 3-1-83 am. (2),Register, (e) If air equipped, all tanks, lines, diaphragms, and valves.
SDéeé:%?bseﬁ?gz No. 504eff. 11-98;CR 03-1.6: cr. (5) Register April 2004 No. (5) Any chassis 5 years old or less that thesitems in suk{4)

may be waived from replacement provided the school bus body
Trans 300.20 Adoption of standards. (1) Pursuant to distributoris satisfied it is in like—new condition.

s.227.2] Stats., the attorney general and the legislative reference(6) Thereplacement body shall meet all FMVSS requirements

bureauhave consented to the incorporation by reference of the fapplicableat the time the body was manufactured.

lowing standards. (7) All rebody school buses shall be inspected by the division
(a) SAE J579c—sealed beam headlamp unitsnfmtor of state patrol before operation as a school bus. This inspection

vehicles. SAE standard approved January 1940 anddasted shallbe the same inspection as a presale inspection.

by the lighting committee December 1984. History: Cr. Registey February1995, No. 470eff. 3-1-95.

(b) SAE J585e—tail lampse@ar position lamps).SAE stan Trans 300.22 Charter operations. A school bus may be
dardapproved March 1918 and last revised by the lighting-comsedtemporarily as a motor bus for transportation purposes if the
mittee March 1986. following requirements are met:

(c) SAE J586 Feb 84—stop lampSAE standard approved (1) Theregistration requirements as provided i841.26 (7)
February 1927, completely revised bhe lighting committee gyats.

December1989. _ (2) Theletteringas prescribed by 847.44 (1) (c) Stats., is
(d) SAE J587 Oct 81—license plate lampSAE standard coyeredor removed. This may be accomplishedsbipstituting
approvedMarch 1918and last revised by the lighting committegne word“charter” for “school.” This subsection does not apply
August1985. whentransporting children for any purpose unded46.48 (2)

(e) SAEJ588f—turn signal lampsSAE standard approved (c), Stats.
February1927 and last revised by the lighting committee JuneHistory: Cr. Registey February 1995, No. 470efl. 3-1-95 am (2),Register,

1991. December1997, No. 504ef. 1-1-98.
(f) SAE J592 Jan 84—clearance, side mar&ad identifica Subchapter ll—Eguipment Standards
tion lamps. SAE standard approved January 1937 and last revised P quip
by the lighting committee March 1990. Trans 300.25 Aisle. (1) Every type A-l, B, C or Bschool
(g) SAE J593e—backup lampsSAE standard approved busor type A-Il school bus manufactured in 2 stages, shall have
August1947 and last revised June 1989. acenter aisle with a minimum clearance 12 inches wide. The cen
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375 DEPARTMENTOF TRANSPORTATION Trans 300.32

ter aisle shall be the open area which pupils entering the servicg2) Book racks made of expanded, punched, or woven metal
door utilize to gain access to their seats. The center aisle sl not permitted.
extendfrom the drivefs compartment to the engency exitatthe  (3) Book racks shall be free of projections or sharp edges.

rearof the bus. The school bus that has a side ggney door ; ; ; i
shall,in addition, have 42-inch wide aisle from the center aisle72/§4ge§g$gg?§_ks are permitted only in buses with a minimum of

to th_e side emgenc}’ doar The_ 'ntent_Of this reqmrement Is to History: Cr. Register,February 1983, No. 326eff. 3-1-83 am. (1),Register,
providea 12-inch wide, unrestricted aisle to any egaecydoot  December1997, No. 504ef. 1-1-98;CR 15-069 am. (1)Register April 2016 No.

(2) An open area for wheelchairs is not an aisle. 724 eff. 5-1-16.

History: Cr. Registey February1983, No. 326eff. 3-1-83; am. (1)Register,
Februar>>//,1995, N0947De1f. 3—1—5?/5 am. (1) and (Z)RegisterDecemb(er)19997,No. Trans 300.31 Brakes. (1) Every school bus shall meet
504, eff. 1-1-98. federalbrake standards und4® CFR 393.400393.52 396.17,

and applicable standards und& CFR 571.10and571.121 in

Trans 300.26  Alternator, generator. (1) The alternator gffectat the time of manufacture. Each brake system including the
or generator shall have a capacity that meets or exceeds the Btking brake shall be maintained in good working ord&he
mum requirement for the reserve capacity rating of the batter rakesystem shall be free of any leaks. The lines and hoses may

(2) A school bus of more than 15,000 pounds GVWR shall gt be chafed, flattened or restricted in any way
equippedwith analternator or generator of at least 100 ampere rat (2) A type A-l, B, C or D school bus that uses air assisted
Ing. brakesshall be equipped with a low pressure warning system

(3) A school bus of 15,000 pounds GVWR or less but mogghich functions at 60 psi and lowelThe governor cut out pres
than10,000 pounds GVWR shall be equipped with an alternaigiire may not exceed 135 psi. The governor cut in pressure may
or generator of at least 80 ampere rating. not be lower than 80 psi.

(4) A type A-ll school bus shall be equipped with an alterna (3) A type A-I, B, C or D school bus that uses vacassisted
tor or generator oft least 60 ampere rating. If a school bus israkesshall be equipped with a low pressure warning system
equippedwith a poweiift, it shall be equipped with an 80 amperawhich functions when the vacuum is 8 inches of mercury and less.

orHr_th()):e rg':ese a_"i‘g?g?;g;g%%nsgag%eﬁ 5-1-83; am. (4Register (4) A type A-l, B, C or D school bus when equipped with air
i y: . Regis u s . . 3-1-83; . gister, . f .
February1995, No. 470ef. 3-1-05 am. (4) Register December1997, No, 504  OF vacuum assisted brakes shalldgpiipped with a reserve tank

eff. 1-1-98. havinga capacity of not less than 1,000 cuiniches to provide
additionalair or vacuum for the primary brake system. There shall
Trans 300.27 Barriers. (1) Every type A-l, B, C or D bea check valve or pressure protective valve to protect the system
schoolbus shall be equipped with a barrier forward of the-for¢rom loss of air or vacuum. There shall be no accessory except the
mostright and left front seats that complies with FMVSS 2220w pressure warning device operated from the air or vacuum
schoolbus seating and crash protection. reservetank or its connecting lines. The low pressure warning
(2) A type A-Il school bus manufactured irstages shall be systemshall be installed to indicate the air pressure or vacuum in
equippedwith a barrier or a padded stanchion forward of the foréhetank. The gauge required to monitor this system shall be vis
mostright and left front seats. The barrier steaftend from the ible to the driver at all times. Unless previously equippdgpea
wall to the aisle. If a stanchios utilized, the area immediately A—I school bus with a GVWR 0f11500 pounds or less thases
in front of the foremost seat shall be protected with a padded parstuumassisted brakes is not required to be equipped with an
extending from no more than 4 inches above the floor to the croadditional reserve tank and gauge, provided the vacuum assist
bar. The stanchion bars shall be padded. systemmeets FMVSS No. 105.

(3) If the bus meets any federal requirements relating to the(5) Every school bus shall be equipped with a poassist
useof seat bgltsthe bgs shall, in. add_ition, pe equipped with barrbrakesystem.
ersor stanchions as indicated in this section. (6) Theinterior of the brake drums, brakeings, brake discs,

History: Cr. Registey February1983, No. 32efl. 3-1-83; amRegistey Febl inati i
ary, 1995?/, Nof 4?&?_?—1%%1%_ i ang (z}aﬁ:gisterDece;’geri%gze{\meség’ and pads shall be free of cracks and contamination from oil or
eff. 1-1-98. grease.

(7) The brake systems shall be properly adjusted to provide

Trans 300.28 Battery. The storage battershall have a maximum braking efort in accordance wit9 CFR 396.17

cranking performance rating equal to or greater than the culjigppendixG).

inch displacement of the engine powered by any means other thafistory: Cr. Register February1983, No. 326ef. 3-1-83; am. (1), (6), (7Reg-
with diesel fuel. ister, February 1995, No. 470eff. 3-1-95 am. (1) to (4)Registey Decemberl997,
History: Cr. Registey February1983, No. 326ef. 3-1-83. No. 504 eff. 1-1-98;CR 03-1.6: am. (4)Register April 2004 Na58(Q ef.. 5-1-04.

Trans 300.29 Battery carrier and connections. Trans 300.32 Bumpers. (1) The front bumper of type
(1) All batteries shall be securely attaciree manner to prevent A~ B, C or D buses shall have not less than an 8-inch face and
dislocationin the event of an accident. The battery may biallextend between the frame rails as a minimum. The bumper
mountedin the engine compartmeot, when mounted outside of Shallbe of suficient strength and be positioned to permit pushing
the engine compartment, it shall be contained in a closed, draingy€hicle of similar weight without distortion to the bumpitas
weather-tight and vented compartment which shall retain the b O body
tery in the event of upset or roll-over of the bus. If the battery is (2) The rear bumper of type A-I, B, C Brbuses shall have
mountedin the body skirt, the battery compartment door or covéot less than aB—inch face and shall wrap around the rear corners
shallbe secured by a latch. The battery may not be locatad in of the body to a point at least 12 inches forward. The bumper shalll
passengecompartment. be of suficient strength and shall be positioned to permittthe

(2) The cables to the battery may not be spliced. to be pushed without distortion to either the bumper or the bus

History: Cr. Registey February1983, No. 326eff. 3-1-83; am. (1)Register, body. There shall be no more than 1_/2 inch spacc_e_betvvee_n the
February,1995, No. 470ef. 3-1-95; am.Register December1997, No. 504ef.  bumperand the body Protective material may be utilized to fill
1-1-98. all or part of the required /2 inch space.

Trans 300.30 Book racks. (1) Book racks, if installed, _ (3) TypeA-ll buses shall be equipped with bumpers on the
shall be locatecabove the side windows. They may not extentiont and on the rear

: istory: Cr. Register February1983, No. 326ef. 3-1-83; am. (1), (2RRegister,
forward of the foremost point of the front seat or across or aboyé;'ruarylg% No. 470ef. 3-1295; am. (1) to (3RegisterDecember1997, No.

therear emagency doar 504, eff. 1-1-98.
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Trans 300.33 WISCONSINADMINISTRATIVE CODE 376

Trans 300.33 Capacity. (1) The passenger capacity of a (5) The body manufactures name including a logo may
schoolbus shall be determined by the following standards: appearon the exterior of the vehicle in any color

(@) Pupils through the 12th grade stmlallotted 13 inches of ~ (6) Noncontrastingeflective material is permitted toclude,

seatingspace. but not limited to, rub rails, snow rails, as “school bus” lettering
(b) Each wheelchair locaticshallbe counted as one seatingandthe owne's identificationas required in sfrans 300.61 (6)
position. or permitted in sTrans 300.61 (7) Front or rear bumpgor both,

. . . may be marked diagonally 45down to centerline of pavement
(2) There shall be displayed dheinside of the bus directly with 2-inch wide strips of noncontrasting reflective material.

over the windshield on the right side a sign indicating the maxi (7) Yellow reflective tape may be located on the rub rail in

mum pupil passenger capacitfhe size of the letters and numer f it wind in ord X
als shall be laye enough to permit them to be read by passengée? cFa.ac\’/gng’i’?ncy exit windows In order to mesgiquirements

Transportatiorof passengers in excess of the number designa . ) ) .
on the sign or of the actual seat measurement is prohibited. ~ (8) An external camera, audio monitor or recording device

(3) Thetotal available seating capacity per seat shall deté}ousmgsrﬁll beeither national school bus glossy yelldwack,
minethe capacity of the bus. Fold down or fold up seatedin gray, or white. i . .
ing seats are not permitted except that at side geney door _(9) Sensorsised for anti—theft or pre—tripspections shall be
locations,a "flip-up seat” may be used. The “flip—up seat” shaffithernational school bus glossy yelloblack, grayor white
conformto the following requirements: (10) Theroof of a school bus may be painted white. The front
(a) The “flip-up seat” shall be designed and construtted andrear roof caps shall be painted school bus glossy yellow or

inhibit passenger limbs from becoming lodged between the sBCK- The white rooimay not extend below the side windows,
cushionand seat back. or If equipped, the drip rail.
. . History: Cr. Register February1983, No. 326efl. 3-1-83; am. (1), (4) (f), (6),
(b) The working mechanism under the seat shall be coveredktgisterFebruary1995,No. 47Q eff. 3-1-95 am. (6) and c(7), Registey Decem

imi innDi ber,1997, No. 504ef.. 1-1-98,CR 03-16: (D), 4 d (), o4) (k)Regist
eliminateany tripping haza}rd. ) Apri 2004 rﬁ)o. 58peff. 5-1-04,CR 15—oagrgm(. ()1)( r)e(ncar?nn (3()f) (iﬁ%c’)ﬁ t)o (%?Ign%r
(c) The bottom of the “flip—up seat” shall be covered with shea%, r. (3) (a), (b), am. (4) (f), cr(8) to (10)Register April 2016 No. 724 eff.

metal or other material of equal strength and durability and afy'-16:
sharpedges padded to prevent injury or snagging of clothing. 11415 300.35 Construction. (1) The construction shall

(d) The seat shall be designed and constructed to rise to-a vediof prime commercial quality steel or other metal, or material
cal position automatically when not occupied. with strength ateast equivalent to all-steel, as certified by the bus

(4) All passengers aboard a school bus shall be seated in alpedy manufacturerexcept for the grill, hood, or fenders and shall
manentlymountedseat. This subsection does not apply to persoosmply with FMVSS 220, school bus rollover protectioryp&
transportedn wheelchairs or imther devices where special caréA-1, B, C or D school buses shall comply with FMVSS 221,
is required. schoolbus body joint strength.
o g)szﬁ]rtxr'o )(;rhgt;?ftg;e(g;l{g%l)lgi3,isl;l:-F362§i1;r3139—583ﬁgn2‘-7(5e)i rgfil_rgsﬁ) (2) Theconstruction shalbrovide a reasonably dustproof and
am.(3) (imiro.),Regié’te;December1937, Mo 50%@’1_1_’98_' : weathertight unit. Openings between the chassis and passenger

compartmenshall be sealed to preventnes or exhaust gas from

Trans 300.34 Color. (1) All school buses shall be painteg€nteringthe bus body _ _ _
nationalschool bus glossy yellow with the exception of the trim, (3) Thefloor or subfloor shall be of prime commercial quality
grill, roof, wheels and the bumpers. Grills and wheels may peelof at least 14 gauge or material with strength at least equiva
chrome,black, yellow silver, white or gray Engine hood tops lentto all-steel, as certified by the bus body manufactupéy-

may be painted matte black or lusterless ye"’o,vg'are reduc wood may be used in addition to other f|00ring material. The floor
tion. shallbe level from front to back aritbm side to side except in the

. : wheelhousing, toeboard, and driverseat platform areas. The
(2) Whenpainted, the bumper shall be painted black. body cross members below the floor may have no more Zhan
(3) Stop arms shall be painted black. consecutiveand no more than 3 total membtvat are completely
(3m) Rubrails shall have a 2 inch minimum black color dowmustedthrough.
their center by either painting or application of a high quality (4) Fortype A-I, B, C or D buses, all jointgithin bus bodies
blackoutfilm, paint film, or retro-reflective tape. The remaindekyhich employ discrete fasteners, specifically those which join
of each rub raishall be either black or national school bus glosgyanelsto panels, shall achieve a significant portion of the strength

yellow. of the parent metal, so that all available panel materials are capa
(4) Thefollowing may be designated as trim or body compdle of serving as part of the structure.
nentsand if painted shall be either black or yellow: (5) All metal used in construction ttie bus body shall be
(a) Door handles. zinc- or aluminum-coated or treated by an equivalent process
(b) Grab handles. beforgthe _bu_sdis coréstructeéj. Inclucliedﬂare such iltemtramsft;jﬁll
: embersijnside and outside panels, floor panels an r
(c) Window sash, seals, gaskets, pillars, and bands on eXpo%grudedare the door handles, grab handles, stanchions, interior

edges. decorativeparts, and other interior plated parts.
(d) Door seals and gaskets. (6) Annually between December 1 amecember 15, each
(e) Mirror frame and mounting brackets. schoolbus manufactureshall certify to the department that all
() Lamp flanges, housings, and an area around the tail, steghoolbuses manufactured for sale ins@énsin in the following
turn, andback up lamps not to exceed 3 inches. Areas adjaceatendaryear will comply with this section. The certification shall
to rub rails may exceed 3 inches to the extent of the width of thefiled in the division of state patrol. The certification may be

rub rail. addressedo the administratodivision of state patrol,.®. Box
(g) Reflector frames and flanges. 7912,Madison, W1 53707-7912.
(h) Windshield wiper arms. (7) Eachschool bus bodgnanufacturer shall stamp the letters

NS i “WI” either preceding or following the body identification rum
(!) .now rats. . ber to indicate that the bus body was buidtmeet Visconsin

(i) License frame and mounting brackets. schoolbus construction standards. The school bus body manufac
(k) Service door turershall furnish to the department a bluepniaticating the size
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377 DEPARTMENTOF TRANSPORTATION Trans 300.39

andplacement of the “WI” requirement on its buses to be sold in (4) This section does not preclude the carrying of additional
Wisconsin. A sample plate shall be furnished by the manufacturemergencyequipment.

to the division of state patrol showing the placement of . History: Cr. Register February1983, No. 326ef. 3-1-83; r (5), Registey Feb
This subsection does not apply to vehicles in use as school bygg¥ 1975, No. 470efl. 3-1-95; am(1) and (4)Registey December1997, No.

in Wisconsin prior to March 1, 1979. T '

(8) The owner ofany vehicle previously marked, registered, Trans 300.39 Emergency exits. (1) Each school bus
or titled in another jurisdiction asschool bus shall, prior to usingshall have emeayency exits that comply wi#9 CFR 571.21and
the vehicle for any pupil transportation inisonsin, submithe  FMVSS217, bus window retention and release, and the following
vehiclefor department inspection and approval as providesl byrequirements.If a left side emegency door is utilized, there shall
Trans300.13 (3) In addition, the owner shall provide proof satisalsobe an emeency exit window in accordance with s(8),
factoryto the division of state patrol that the vehicle is construct@statedin the back of the bus. A window by itself does not meet

in compliance with this section. this requirement for an emgency exit.

History: Cr. RegisterFebruary 1983, No. 326ef. 3-1-83; am. (1), (2), (6), r : ; :
andrecr (8), Registey February1995, No. 470eff. 3-1-95 emeg. am. (1) and (3), ) REqu'redemegenCy exits shall be designed to be OpenEd

eff. 7-1-97; am. (1), (3) and (4xegister December1997, No. 504eff. 1-1-98. from both the inside and the outside of the bus. Sidegamey
) exit windows are exempt from this requirement.
Trans 300.355 Crossing gate. (1) All school buses (3) Theremay not be any obstructions in the aisles or inside
shallhave a crossing gate installed by May 1, 2004 of the door that would delay or hinder amlerly use of the emer

(2) Thecrossing gate shall be mounted on the right side of thgncyexit. Articles transported on non-occupied seats inside the
front bumper and shall open to 90 degrees. busshall be secured.

(3) Thecrossing gate shall meet or exceed SAE331 The  (4) steps leading to an engency door are prohibited.

crossinggate shall be constructed of noncorrosivaanferrous (5) Theu f
X . . o pper andower portion of the central rear ergency
materialor treated in accordance with body sheet negtatifica - choi be equipped with approved safety glass, the area of

ﬂggs radT)c: ;thl"j‘lrhﬁve tnc(aj Slr:t"f‘srp_l?ﬁges l(g)rr%zoje%tionsltg;;chI%caqﬁﬁich shall be not less than 400 square inches in the upper portion
a jury tostudents. co ay be ye ek, s andnot less than 280 square inches in the lower portian. tkpe

veror gray _ . busesare exempt fronthe requirement to have glazing in the

~ (4) Thecrossing control arm shall extend a minimum of 7{,er part of the door The left side emgency door shall be

inches,measured from the bumper at the arm assemti#ith  oquippedwith safety glass in the upper portion and the Iqvoer

mentpoint, Wher_m the extended position. The arm shall extengyn, shall be of at least the same gauge metal as the biduy

simultaneouslywith the stop arm by means of the stop arm cogmergencydoor shall be hinged on the right side if it is in the rear

trols. ) o . ) of the bus and on the front side if ifiisthe left side and shall open
(5) An automatic recycling interrupt switch may be installednly outward. Controbf the emegency door from the drivisr

for temporary disabling of the crossing control arAm electre  seatshall not be permitted.

magneticdevice may be installed to stabilize the arm when in the (6) The emegency doors shall be equipped with a slide bar

storedposition. _ , cam-operatethtch which shall have a minimum stroke of one
History: CR 03-116: cr. Register April 2004 No. 5§@f. 5-1-04. inch. The latch shall be equipped with an electric plunger-type

Trans 300.36 Defroster. (1) The defrosting system shall switch connected with a distinctive signal audilbbethe driver

havethe capacity to keep the windshield, the window to the lethallbe automatically operateshall clearly indicate the unlatch

of the driver and the glass in thervice door clear of fog and frost.INg Of the emegency door and may not have a ctitafitch

The defroster outlets may not be restricted in any.way installedin the circuit. The switch and igtivating plunger shall

: o be enclosed in a case, which will prevéampering, and wires
m o(ggtgciasrészr;sar): O??Ouggg?ruiﬁgggrit&?/?g\r/ssmrs’ but shall beIeadingfrom the switch shall be concealed in the bodlize switch

shallbe so installed that the plunger contacts the farthest edge of

(3) Any exposed fan blade shall have a shroud. the slide bar in such a manner that any movemettieslide bar
(4) The defrosting system shall conforto SAE standards will immediately close the circuit and activate the signal. The
J39land J382. door latch shall beequipped with an interior handle which shalll

History: Cr. Registey February1983, No. 326ef. 3-1-83; cr(4),RegistesFeb e capable of quick release but shall be protected against acciden
fuary 1995, No47Q efl. 3-1-95 am. (1) Register Decemberl997, No. 50defl. -, reI%ase. Tﬂe handle shall lift up to reFI)ease the Igtch. The out
side handle shall be such as to minimize hitching and $ill
Trans 300.37 Drive shaft. (1) Each segment of the drive securelyattached.
shaftmore than 18 inches long shall be equipped with a suitable(7) |f |ocks are installed on the ergency door they shall
guard to prevent an accident or injury in the event of its fractufg:|udea device to prevent the activating of the startechanism

or disconnection. This section does not apply to type Busles  of the bus engine while any door is locked. An audio alarm shall

manufactured_n a singlg stage. ) indicateto the driver when any door lock istime locked position
(2) The universal joints and the center bearing of evarg  while the ignition switch isn the “on” position. Any locking
subjectto inspection may not be loose or worn. deviceon a school bus manufactured aftely 1, 1977 or installed

History: Cr. Registey February 1983, No. 326efl. 3-1-83; am. (1)Register, on any school bus aftefuly 1, 1977 shall comply with these
February1995, No. 470ef.. 3-1-95 am. (1) and (2Register December1997,No. .
504, eff. 1-1-98, requirements.
(8) A rear emagency window at least 16 inchiesheight and
Trans 300.38 Emergency warning equipment. aswide as practicable shall be provided in any bus where the
(1) Eachschool bus shall be equipped wittbidirectional emer  emergencydoor is not in the reait shall be hinged at the top and
gencytriangles. Oil burning pot flares may not be carried ondesignedo prevent accidental closing in an egercy A posk
schoolbus. tive latch on the inside of the window shall provide for quick
(2) All emegencyequipment shall be kept in suitable fastenreleaseput ofer protection against accidental release. The out
ers or containers in a readily accessible platehe drivets side handle shall be nondetachable and designed to minimize
compartment.The container or units shall be secured to the bustching.
(3) Emergencyequipment may be locked or kept in a locked (9) Theinside of each emgency window shall have the des
compartmenprovided itis not locked when passengers are beirignation“Ememency Exit”. An emegency dooishall be identi
transported. fied with either the words “Emgency Exit” or “Emergency
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Trans 300.39 WISCONSINADMINISTRATIVE CODE 378

Door” on the inside at the top of, or above the dobDirectly (3) An exhaust system, that is not arARE®07 or newer diesel
beneathor above each “Emgency Door’or “Emegency Exit” engine,subject to emissions standardd@®CFR 86.00711, may
designatiorspecified by this section a label shall state in letters @dischargeout of the right if located behind the rear wheels.
leastone inch high, “DO NOT BLOCK in a color that contrasts  (4) An exhaust system that exits at the rear shall extend to, but
with the background of the label. Concise operating instructionst beyond, the rear limit of the bumper

shallbe located within éhches of the release mechanism. When 5) Everyexhaust system exit shall extetogbut not over one

arelease mechanism is not located within an occupant space ofa beyond the body limits of the bus. The exhaust shall be
adjacentseat, a label that indicates the location of the nearggfectedto prevent an accumulation of exhaust gases underneath
mechanisnshall be placed within that occupant spatae out  the pys.

sideof the emagency door shall be clearly marked “Eigency (5m) Busesequipped with diesel enginesay be equipped

Door” or “Ememgency Exit” in letters 2 inches high at the top of, . ) ;
. X with a turn—down exhaust pipe. The turn—down exhaust pipe ma
or above the door or immediately below the upper glass. An arrgW o ceed 6 inches forwal?clioof the rearmost part of the Fl))Ss y

atleast 6 inches long and 3/4 inchwidth indicating the direction .
therelease mechanism should be turned to opedabeshall be ((j?) Trf‘e corlnplkete exhaust system shall be tightly connected
andfree from leaks.

paintedin black on the yellow backgroundlhe outside of the
emergencyvindow shall be labeled “Emgency Exit” in letters  (7) All emission control systems, components and [shat
atleast 2 inches high, directly above the windowmthe window bemaintainedn accordance with manufacturgspecifications.
glazing. There may not be any labeling on the glazing indicating (8) Schoolbuses operated in interstate commerce shalt com
emergencydoor Labeling or operating instructions may beply with 49 CFR 393.83exhaust system location.

locatedon the glazing of emgency window exits as long as the _History: Cr.Register February1983, No. 32ef. 3-1-83;am. (1), (5), cr(5m),

i ; i fai L f (7), (8), RegisterFebruary 1995, No. 470ef. 3-1-95 am. (1) and (5mRegister,
labelingor instructions are clearljisible inside and outside the December1997. No, 504ef. 1-1-98:CR 15-069 am. (1).cr. (1m). am. (3Regis-

vehicle. ter April 2016 No. 724 eff. 5-1-15.

(10) A distinctiveaudible signal automatically operated shall
clearlyindicateto the driver the unlatching of any emency win Trans 300.41 Fire extinguisher. (1) Each bus shall be
dow and no cutdfswitch shall be installed in the circuit. equippedwith a fire extinguishemounted in full view in the driv

(11) Thearea on the inside above the egeeicy door shall be €r'S compartment omounted inside a compartment in the driver
coveredwith padding at least 2 inches high the entire width of trRf€aif the compartment is in plain view and is labeled “Fire Extin
door opening. guisher”in red letters to indicate its location.

(12) If the bus has a side emencydoor, there shall be a  (2) Thefire extinguisher may be locked or kept in a locked
clear,unrestrictedarea to permit an exit aisle of 12 inches from thgompartmenprovided itis not locked when passengers are being
centeraisle of the bus without havirig go over any obstructing ransported. o _
seat. The 12-inch measurement may be taken at any position from(3) Any fire extinguisher purchased after July 1, 1977, or uti
floor to roof. The intent of this subsection is to provide a 12-indzed on a bus that was manufactured after January 1, 1978, shall
unrestrictedhisle to and through the side egetcy doar utilize dry powder or Halon 121 The fire extinguisher shall be

_ . - 1. 10 BC rating or a combination of 2 extinguishers with a total of
em(elr:f;)e;lrérz)aiﬁs gsb?sgjrrgg ?g;‘?;;l:r\?gr:iré%iges shall provide at least 10BC rating. Any bus manufactured after January 1,

(14) In addition to side and rear ergency exits, doors, or 1984,shall use only a single extinguisher

. . SN 4) Each extinguisher shall be kept fully ched and sealed.
wmdows,on(_eor more roof ha.ltCh.es may be installed pro_v_|ded theyH(ist)ory: Cr. Registe?FebruarleSS No. 326Fe)if. 3—1)/—803 am. (1), (3),(5)
meetall requirements specified in FMVSS 217. In addition to theegister February 1995, No. 4706, 3-1-95. ' T

audiblewarning required on enggncy doors by FMVS217,
additionalemegency exits shall be likewise protected as-indi Trans 300.42 First aid kit. (1) Each school bushall
catedin s.Trans 300.39 (10) carrya first aid kit. The container shall be moistureproof and dust

History: Cr. Register February1983, No. 326eff. 3-1-83; am. (1), (2), (6), (9), ini i i i
¢, andrecr (14), Register February 1995, No. 470ef. 3-1-05 am. (2), (3). (9) and proof and of rigid construction. The kit shall be mounted in full

(13), RegisterDecember1997, No. 504ef. 1-1-98,CR 15-069 am. (9)Register ~ VIEW in the drivers compartment, or it may be placed in an
April 2016 No. 724eff. 5-1-16. enclosedunlocked compartment in the dril&area providing the

compartments labeled “FIRSTAID KIT” or marked with a red
Trans 300.40 Exhaust system. (1) The exhaust sys crossemblem in plain view indicating the location of the Kie
tem, which includes the exhaust manifolds, joining gaskets, pifit shall be removable without the use of any tools or keys.
ing leadingfrom the exhaust manifold, nflgr and tail pipe may (2) Schoolbuses shall carry a 16 unit kit ordar containing
not enter the bus body at any location. The exhaust system pigideast the following items:
shall be of nonflexible steel except that those buses which utilize

a diesel engine may be equipped wéftexible pipe of not more | Adhesive bandage, 1-inch . .............. 2 packets
than18 inches long between the engine anditeeexhaust pipe -
hanger. Stainless steel bellows assemblies are allowed. SchpBrndage compress, 2=inch. .............. 2 packets

buses with 2007 EPor newer diesel engines, subject to emis
sionsstandards id0 CFR 86.00711, may have flexible tubing
at original manufacturetbcations and if replaced must meet of Gauze bandage, 4-inch. . ................ . 2 packetd
exceedmanufacturer specifications.

(Im) Schoolbuses equipped with an £R007 or newer die
sel engine, which isubject to emissions standards4i CFR | Gauze compress, 24-inch x 24—inch minimum| 1 packet
86.00711, shall maintain orexceed original specifications
equippedby the manufacturer arghall dischage exhaust to the
rear or left side of the school bus. Wiresplint ................ ... ... .... . .1 packet

(2) An exhaust system that has its exit on the left side shaft : : -
havethe exit point located no further forward than behind the driv H(,ilrf\ "C‘ﬂ_n,q'tes(_,iftZ?Fngﬁa'S 132?%?32235';?1%?;‘ am. (2),.1(3), (4),
er’s position. renum.(5) to (3),Register February1995, No. 470eff. 3-1-95.

Bandage compress, 4-inch. .............. 4 packets

Gauze compress, 3-inch x 3=inch.......... 2 packetg

Triangular bandage, 40-inch. .. ........... 2 packets
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Trans 300.43 Fenders. Each school bus shabrovide (2) Type A-ll school buses need not comply with this section.
protectionfrom debris thrown by the tires by the use of fenders orHistory: Cr. Registey February1983, No. 326eff. 3-1-83; am. (2)Register,
body construction. The tire tread shall be within the fender GfcemberL997, No. 50def. 1-1-98.

body construction. . -
it : . Trans 300.50 Insulation. Theceilings and walls of buses
History: Ct. Registe February1983, No. 326ef. 3-1-83. manufacturedn 2 stages and all type A-I, B, C and D buses shall

Trans 300.44 Floor covering. (1) The floor in the beinsulated to reduce heat and cold transfer _
underseat drivers compartment, step-well and the toeboarg %Srt‘r?k%:rwc?)r? Registe) February 1983, No.326 efl. 3-1-83 am. Register,
areasjncluding the tops of the wheel housings, shall be covered T '

with a fire—resistant material. Trans 300.51 Instruments, gauges. (1) Everyschool

(2) Type A-Il buses shall have tlfil@or covering secured so busshall be equippedith the following illuminated instruments
it cannot shift. The edges and seams shall be secured. The cawgéndicate malfunctions ggauges to indicate a measure or capac
ing shall be of a slip resistant material. ity:

(3) TypeA-I, B, C or D schoobuses shall have floor covering  (a) Air pressure or vacuum, where air or vacuum brakes are
onthe total floor areaThe aisle, step—well and entrance shall basedwith low enegy supply warning systems.
of slip resistant rubber type material or equivateaterial as cer (b) Ammeter or voltmeter
tified by the manufacturewhen either wet or dryThe covering %

may not be cracked and shall be securely bonded or fastened to th g) '(:)L:jel ga:;ge. d d t
floor. All seams shall be sealed. ) ometer and speedometer

History: Ct. Register February1983, No. 326ef. 3-1-83; am. (1), (3Register, (&) Oil pressure.
February1995, No. 470ef. 3-1-95 am. (2) and (3Registey Decemberl997, No. (f) Coolant temperature.
504, No. 1-1-98.

(2) All instrumentsand gauges shall be in operating condition
Trans 300.45 Frame. (1) Alterations to the frame side andshall be mounted so as to be clearly visible to the seated driver
memberanay only be made by the chassis or body manufacturgHistory: Cr. Registey February1983, No. 326ef. 3-1-83; am. (1) (a), (c}d),
. L . g) Register February1995, No. 470eff. 3-1-95.
~ (2) Holesare not permitted except where originally provide
in the chassis frame. There nizg/no welding to the frame except  Trans 300.52 Interior. (1) Every school bus shall hage
by the chassis or body manufacturer _ fire resistant inner lining on the ceilingsd walls. The interior
History: Cr. RegisterFebruary 1983, No. 326eff. 3-1-83 am. (2),Register, rearwardmetal panels shall be Iapped over forward panels to
December1997, No. 504eff. 1-1-98. N . . . .
reducethe likelihood of injury in the event of separation. The
Trans 300.46 Fuel tank and fuel system integrity. €xposededges of all interior panels shall be beaded, hemmed or
(1) All fuel systems and tanks must be maintained free of leaftgnged.
Thefuel tank shall be attachedttee bus in a manner that prevents (2) Projectionsfrom the ceiling may not be allowed in the

any movement of the tank while the bus is in motion. entranceway or aisle. Excegor the drivets compartment, all
(2) All fuel lines shall be secured in a manner that will prevepPeakersaind accessotighting devices shall be flush mounted or
wear. may extend up to one inch if edges are rounded or tapered. -Acces

(3) Thefiller pipe or device shall be located so that the fuefC'Y lighting shall be maintained in proper working condition.
if spilled or overfilled, will not dripor drain on any part of the ~ (3) A convex mirror may be mounted on the inside redinef
exhaustystem. sc:soolbug.R ister February1983, No. 326ef. 3-1-83; am. (2), c(3), Regi

tory: Cr. t , . . 3-1-83; . (2), s -

(4) Everyfuel system shall be properly vented to prevent any, Fepriiary 1995 No. 47pef. 3-1-95 am. %,Register D%@e&n%agls))gf%z.
accumulatiorof fumes. 504, eff. 1-1-98.

(5) Thefuel systems and tanks shall meet FMVSS 304,
systemintegrity; and all other federal and state standardsemes Trans 300.53 Ladders. A school bus may not have adad
lationsapplicable for the type of fuel usatithe time of manufac derattached to the interior or exterior while it is in motion.

History: Cr. Register February 1983, No.326 efl. 3-1-83 am. Register,

t““f" . ) December1997, No. 504eff. 1-1-98.
History: Cr. Register February1983, No. 326ef. 3-1-83; am. (5)Register,

February 1995, No. 470ef. 3-1-95. Trans 300.54 Lights, lamps, and reflectors. (1) The
Trans 300.47 Heaters. (1) An inside temperature of not following lights, lamps, and reflectors are required on a school

lessthan 50 fahrenheit at average minimum January temperBUS- Each lamp shall be operational and meet the applicable SAE

turesas established by the U.S. department of commerce, weaRgcificationsas prowded in th.'s section. .

bureau,for the area in which the bus is to bperated shall be (@) A school bus painted in accordance witt847.44 (1)

maintainedthroughout the bus. Stats., shall be equipped with alternating flashing lights which
(2) The heater hose shall be adequately supportegugzd conformto the following requirements:

againstexcessive wear or abrasion and may not interfere with or 1. The bus shall be equipped with 2 red warning lamps at the

restrict the operation of any engine function. Heater lines insitiarof the bus and 2 red warning lamps at the fiafrthe bus,

the passengezompartment shall be shielded to prevent accidentahich shall be controlled by a manually actuated switch and shall

contactby the driver or passengers. flash alternately at rate of 60 to 120 cycles per minute. A brake
History: Cr. Register February1983, No. 326eff. 3-1-83; am. (2)Register, Or door operated switch is not permitted. The “pafiod shall be
December1997, No. 504eff. 1-1-98. long enough to permibulb filament to come to full brightness.

Two additional red warning lamps to the front and 2 toréze

Trans 300.48 Horn. Every bus used to transport pupil . h ;
: . ; . ay be installed inboard and at the same level agebaired
shallbe equippedvith a horn in good working order and capab@m)ésl If so equipped, the system of red warning Iamgs shall be

8}: ﬁg{'}ggg ;Zguznodoaflejglble under normalficafrom a distance of equal size and wired so that the inboard lamps argieadr
History: Cr. Register Februar;/1983 No. 326ef. 3-1-83. manually. The outboard lamps shall be automatically gized
' andthe inboard lamps automatically de—ajizedwhen the stop
Trans 300.49 Inside height. (1) The inside height of the signalarm is extended.
schoolbus shall be 72 inches or more, measured metal to metal, a. An option is permitted whereby 2 additional alternating
atany point on longitudinal center line from front vertical bow télashingred lights may be mounted on both the front andoéar
rearvertical bow the bus. The additional front facing lighthall be located
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Trans 300.54 WISCONSINADMINISTRATIVE CODE 380

betweenthe bottom of the windshield and the tipthe highest 8. The front andhe rear warning lights shall be unobstructed
headlamp.They may be mounted on the fender or the cowl. by any part of the bus from 5 degrees above to 10 degrees below

b. The additionatear facing lights may be separate lampBorizontal and from 30 degrees to the right and 30 degreke to
mountedwithin 12 inches above or below the directional tura sideft of the centerline of the bus.
nalsor may be incorporated in an existing lamp. Amgorpora 9. The body immediately surrounding the area arountétise
tion with an existing unit may not interfere with or override thef each alternately flashing amber andweatninglight shall have
existingunit’s function. If the optional lightingystem utilizes the a black background extending outwaadninimum of 3 inches.
rear directional signals, it shall be so designed that if both tiW¢herethis is not practicable the background shall extend as wide
directionalsignal lampand the flashing red lights are activatedspossible, with a minimum of a 1 inch black background requi
duringthe same period of timéhe flashing warning signals shallred.
revertto only the 2 required warning signals until such time as the 10. Amber and red warning signal ights may be equipped with
directio_nalsignal Iamp_is deactivate_d. The optional system maypodsto shield from rays of sun for improved visibility
not be incorporated with the stop signal lamp. 11. Lamps shall meet the requirements of SAE J887.

c. The optional system shall hauaits with ared lensof at 12 \ehicles painted other than glossy yellow are prohibited
leastthe same size as the required alternating lights. The altergagm having the alternating amber and fledhing warning lights
ing “on,” “off" positions shall be opposite from those of thenountedon the vehicle except as otherwise provided by statute.
requiredalternating lights. The efect will produce the required )y Each school bus first registered on or after October 1,
top mounted flashing light and an optional mid—height mountehgg shall be equipped with strobe light that conforms to the
light to flashon opposite sides simultaneousiyhe result can be following requirements:
describedas a “wig—wag” or “cross—arm” fefct. 1 Th - ) . .

- . . . . . The strobe light shall be of solid state construction. It shall

d. A school bus shall be equipped with warning signal lighisit a white light by flashing, not rotating, 360 degrees around the

mountedat the same level as high and widely spaced laterally\@sical axis.

practicable. The warning signal lights shall be mounted at the . . .

front above the windshield and at the rear so that the lower e ﬁ\zolu:— Qr? s;irort])i(fai c"zgr?tt Csr?;rl]l beeir??r?:w:sﬂfrg?: Laﬁﬂ‘go,gg?;'t?ﬁous'y
of the lens is not lower than the top line of the side window-ope Y Sig 9 9
{

; . . : ditionsor weather extremes experienced in this stathe
ings. These lights must be capable of displaying to the front 2, hrate shall be no less than 60 n%r more than 12jrerte.

to the rear 2, overhead alternately flashing red_lights. ) The double flash &ct shall be counted as a single flash.
1m. On or after August _16, 2016, the following requirements 3. The electronic power supply circuit shall provideniai-
shallapply to school buses: ) . " mum of 10 joules to the strobe tube. The flash shall be so designed
a. The school bus body shall bguipped with, in addition to thatthere is a single or double flash or pulsing of the flash tube.
the4 red warning lights described in sulid.amber warning light A double flash unitmay have dferent intensities with the first
shallbe installed near each red warning light, aséee level, but flash having the highest intensity
closerto the vertical center line of the bus. The system of red and 4 The strobe light shall be permanently mounted on the cen
amberwarning signal lights shall be wired so that the amber-war{ér”neof the bus roof not less than 3 feet from the fasmear of

ing lights are activated manualignd the red warning lights arey, o y,5 " A strobe unit may not extend more than 8 inches above
automatically activated, with the amber warning lights beingy,o 1ot

automaticallydeactivated, when the stop signal arrextended. 5. The unit may be wired with an independent switch with an

b. An amber and a red flashing pilot light shall be installed iR gicatorlight in the drivers It t showi hen the light
the driver's forward field of view indicating to the driver which;g i#]cgp(grgiorl\r.] © drivels compariment showing when the ig
warninglight system is actlvate_d. . 6. The strobe light shall be actuated whenever the bus is in

¢. The amber and red warning lights shall flash alternately @erationon a highway for purposes specified i640.01 (56)a)
arate of 60 to 120 cycles per minute. The “on” period shall be l0g§q(am), Stats., and may be actuated when the bus is in operation
gnoglgr}lto Eerfmlt bﬁlbn ftl)lamento gome to fulll kf)lrlgp]tness. A ona highway and is transporting children for any other purpose.

oubleflash efect sha _e counte_ as.a singié fiash. (b) Two backup lamps shall be provided which shall conform

d. The above requirements in this subdle not apply to g SAE J593e.

;((:)F(l)%ol buses whose body was manufactured before January Yy There shall be 2 red clearance lamps on the rear and 2 amber
: o clearancdamps on the front, mounted as high and wide as practi
2. The amber and red warning lights shall be of seal beam cggpleto indicate the vehicle’extreme width. Buses less than 80

structionor other approvetype such as strobe or light emittingincheswide are exempt from this paragraph.

diode,not less than 5 inches in diameter or with a surfaceddrea 4y The pus shall be equippedth direction or turn signal
atleast 19 square inches if not round and visible from a d'Starlt&ﬁms.
of at leas600 feet along.tr‘le axis of the vehlcle.lr! bright sunlight. 1. There shall be air near the front, facing forward, one

3. There shall be a visible or audible meangiahg clear and gmperturn signal light on each side of the vertical centerline
unmistakablendication to the driver when the signaling systerf,qyntedat the same height, as wide as practicable. The bus may
is turned on. be equipped with signals mounted in the bauhchassis. If not

4. Each amber and red warning light shall be mouniid  equippedwith body or chassis mounted front turn signals, double
its axis substantially parallel to the longitudinal axis of the busfacedsignals shail be installed either on the fender or hood and

5. The frontand rear amber and red warning lights shall ghallbe as wide as practicable. Mounting of double faced signals
spacedss far apart laterally as practicable, and in no case shall thay not be higher than the bottom of the windshield or lower than
spacingbetween lamp centers be less than 3 feet. the headlamps.

6. The front amber and red warning lights shall be located so 2. There shall be on the reane red or amber signal each
thatthey can be clearlgistinguished when headlamps are lightegideof the vertical centerlinas wide as practicable mounted at the
onlow beam. sameheight.

7. The amber and red warning lights shall be mountéfeat 3. Rear turn signals shall be mounted no less than 15 inches
front above the windshield and at the rear so that the lower edg¥ more than 83 inches above the roadway
of the lens is not lower than the top line of the side window-open 4. Both thefront and the rear direction signals shall comply
ings. with SAE J588f.
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5. An auxiliary side mounted signal shall be installedten 1. Register April 2016 No. 724eff. 5-1-16; corection in (1) (a) (intro.) made
sidesof the body at approximately seat level, rub rail height, jusfde" s-35-1% Stats.Register April 2016 No. 724
to the rear othe service door on the right side and approximately . .
oppositethe drivets seat on the left side. These shall operate in 112ns 300.55 Mirrors. (1) School bus mirrors shatbm
conjunctionwith the turn signals. This subdivision applies P!y With the requirements iA9 CFR 571.11 and FMVSS 11.
schoolbuses of 30 feet or more in length. These lamps shail colfy 2ddition, type A-1, B, C or D buses shall comply with the fol
ply with SAE J914b. lowing:

(e) Each bus shall be equipped with a 4-way hazard warni 8(a) There shall be one interior rearview mirror of at least 6 by
operatingunit which shall operate independently of the ignitiorg inches. The mirror shall be sonstructed that the corners are
or equivalent switch and when activated shall cause the turn sigig4indedand the edges are smooth or protected. o
lampsto flash simultaneously (b) An optional convex mirror may be mounted on the inside

(f) The headlamps shall comply with SAE J579c. rearof the school bus.

(g) Each bus shall be equipped with a ligasigned to indicate (c) There shall be 2 outside rearview mirrors, one to the right

whenthe high beam headlamps are lit and located to be visible?fsi one to the left of the driverEach mirror shall have not less
the driver than50 squarénches of unobstructed reflective surface and shall

. ) . . pefirmly supported and adjustable to give the driver a clear view
(h) Each bus80 or more inches wide, shall be equipped W';Bastboth the right and left rear of the bus.

3 amber identification lamps to the front and 3 red identification . ) .
P dd) There shall be an adjustable convex mirror or equivalent

lampsto the rear with lamp centers no less than 6 inches nor mgr et . - 8 !
than 12 inches apart. No part of frent lamp or mountings shall gbananatype mirror” mounted on the right side to provide an-addi

be below the top of the bus windshield. tional close—in field of vision from th&ont of the bus rearward.

: : . This mirror may be mounted on the bracket required for the cross
(i) Each bus, 30 feet or more in length, shall be equipped wiid,; mirror. The mirror required in this paragraph shall beinde

intermediateside marker lamps meeting SAE J592f mounted r}:fﬂe-ndentlyadjustable. It shall have at least a 7 inch dianfater.
lessthan 15 incheabove the road surface and at or near mid—poi o .
(2) Type A-Il buses shall have an interior aRexterior rear

betyveerthe front and rear Slde. marker lamps. . . iew mirrors, one on the rigland one on the left side of the bus

(i) Each bus shall have a license plate lamp to illuminate {5t reflecting a view past the rear of the bus. Mirrors may
rearlicense plate. The lamp shall meet the standards of SAE J thave sharp corners or edges.

(k) Each bus shall be equipped wstide marker lights. One 3y Aj puses shalbe equipped with 2, 7-inch diameter eon
amberlamp shall be located on the side as far forwapbasible o, mirrors or an equivalent “banana type mirror” which shall
andone red lamp shall be located asrizarward as practicable. o ntedon the right and left sides in such a manner that the driver
The lamps shall conform to SAE J592. _ _ may observe a reflection of the road from beneath ftbat

(L) There shall be 2 red stop lamps meetingélgirements  pumperforward to a point where direct observation is possible
of SAE J586 mounted on the reane on each side of the verticakhrougheach mirrar
centerline at the same height and agfsart as practicable.yfie ; ; Lt ;

A-l, B, C or D buses shall be equipped with lamps at least 7 inche: (?lzeggrcgirgég%rrégquwed In this section may not be broken,
in diameter or with at least 38 square inches of surface area if NQfgiory: cr. RegisterFebruary1983, No. 326ef. 3-1-83: am. (1) (intro.)3),

round. The stop lamps shall activate upon application of the sefnum.(i) (b) and (c) to be (1) and (d) and am.,.€1) (b),Registey February 1995,
vice brakes. Nf(f). 47Q ef.. 3-1-95 am. (1) (intro.), (2) an@4),Registey December1997, No. 504

. . . eff. 1-1-98.
(m) There shall be 2 red tail lamps meeting the requirements

of SAE J585e mounted on the reame oneach side of the vertical
centerlineatthe same height and as far apart as practicable. Tj
tail lamps shall activat@m conjunction with the headlampswad

Trans 300.56 Mounting of body. (1) The chassis frame
Fbody-on—chassis type buses shall extend to the rear edge of the
< ) b . . rear body cross membeinsulating material used at bodyftame
Fdd't'gnal t.‘"‘b'l g"mps may be utilized and incorporatethe Stop  ¢oniactpoints shall be so attached that it will remain in position
amp described in pafl). underany anticipated maintenance or bus operating conditions.

(n) Thgreshall be reflex reflectors mounted on the bus located (2) The body shall be securely fastened to the chassis frame.
asfollows: Every body attachment device shall be securely fastened and
1. On the rear2 redreflectors equally spaced as far apart frormaintainedwith proper tension.
the center as practicable. History: Cr. Register February1983, No. 326ef.. 3-1-83.
2. On the side, 2 reflectors; one amber at or near the front and
onered at or near the rear Trans 300.57 Openings. (1) All openings in the floor

3. On the side of buses 30 feet or more in length, one amb@ardor firewall, between chassis and passenger compartment,
reflectorlocated at or near the center suchas for the gear shift lever and auxiliary brake leskallbe

4. Each reflector shall be mounted no less than 15 inches §§ﬁleéirgopnr]evaer?r’;?rz?es or foreign material from entering the pas
morethan 60 inches above the road surface. 9 P :

(2) Noncontrastingeflectivetape or sheeting may be used on (2) Every school bus shall be free of rusteddsteriorated
o . d reaswhich could permit the entrance of foreign substance into
aschool bus as an additional warning device. the interior of the vehicle.

(3) Any lamp, light, or reflector shall be replaced only with @ wistory: Cr. Registey February1983, No. 326ef. 3-1-83.
unit meeting the standards of this section.

(4) Schoolbuses painted as provided irB47.44 Stats., and Trans 300.58 Rub rails. (1) Every bus shall contain a rub

registeredorior to October 1, 1998, may be equippéth a strobe rail located at seat cushidevel. Except at the engancy doar
light meeting the requirements of siib) (am) rearcompartment or special servideor, the seat cushion level
L 'Hitswr%: 2Cr.1Relgzist(er)F(edt;rTar%/l?%s,(hl\)l?. ?Zgie(ﬁz.)S(—‘ll)-(B)G»; %n(l% (ir;trg.), (@ rub rail shall extend from the rear side of the service door com

.intro., b, 2., 1., . (C), o9, (), o (m), , C), Istey Fepruar H
1995.No. 470 e 3-1-85 am. (1) (&) 1. intro. b, 3. and 9., (d) L, (L) and (4) (ayP€telyaround the bus bodio a point of curvature near the front
RegisterDecember1997, No. 50deff. 1-1-98; cr(1) (am) (intro.), 6. and (4),¢) Of the body on the left side. On a type A-Il bus, the seat cushion
Eggﬂr&),gfguig-er(? (rﬁ) {% 9(g) }\?Ob% Z(ézaéaéh_)ltg glé_(r:eg%gﬁ; gg}ia?nm-( Sl)( Sf)ltoc bg (Wlevel rub rail is not required to extend around the rear corners of
9. (d) 1. a%d (L)R%gi'ster April2004 No. 580eff. 5-1-04;CR 15-060 am. (1) thebus and may terminate at the radii of the right and left rear cor

(intro.), (a) (intro.), cr. (1) () 1. d., Im., am. (1) (a) 2., 4. to 10., 12., (am) (m);  NErs.
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Trans 300.58 WISCONSINADMINISTRATIVE CODE 382

(2) There shall be one floor line rub rail. This rub rail shall bdentalopening. When a hand lever is usedpads shall come
locatedin an area so that the center of the rub rail is located attogetherso as to shear or crush any fingers.

betweerthe following points: (2) Theservice door shall be located on the right side of the
(&) No more than 7 inches above the top of the steel| floor busand within the view of the driver
(b) No more than 5 inches below the top of the steel.fldbe (3) Theservice door shall have a minimum horizowiaéning

floor line rub rail shall extend over the same longitudinal distanoé 24 inches and a minimum vertical opening of 68 inches.

as the seat level rub rail, except where it meets the wheel housing4) The upperand lower glass panels of the service door shall
fuel filler caps, fuel fill doors, side marker lights and may termie of safety glass. The bottom of the lower glass panel may not
nate at the radii of the right and left rear corners. bemore than 35 inches from the ground wherbileis unloaded.

(3) Rubrails shall be constructed &6 gauge longitudinally Thetop of the uppeglass panel may not be more than 6 inches
corrugatedbr ribbed steel, or material with strength at least equifrom the top of door The upper glass panel shall bersfulated
alentto all-steel, as certified by the bus body manufactufer glassor of a thermo electric design that performs at least as well
4-inch minimum width, flange to flange. Each rub rail flangeas insulated glass.
shallbe attached at each body pastl all other upright structural  (5) Any lock used in conjunction with the service door must

members. be constructed to insure that the door is not in the locked position
(4_) Rub rails that are_pressed in or snappe_d on do not meetwidle transporting passengers.
requirement®f this section and are not permitted. (6) The service door shatle equipped with a seal to prevent

(5) Rubrails applied to transit type buses with the engine @ust and cold air from entering the vehicle.
therear may terminate at the forward edge of the engine compart (7) Type A-Il buses need not comply with su{®.and(4).
ment. History: Cr. RegisterFebruary 1983, No. 326efl. 3-1-83; am. (4), (5), (8),
History: Cr. RegisterFebruary1983, No. 326ef.. 3-1-83; am. (1), (2),(6), RegisterFebruary1995, No47Q ef. 3-1-95 am. (4) and (7)Register December
RegisterFebruary1995, No47q eff. 3-1-95 am. (1) and (3Registey December ~ 1997,No. 504 eff. 1-1-98,CR 03-1.6: am. (4) Register April 2004 No. 58Gf.
1997,No. 504 eff. 1-1-98. 5-1-04.

Trans 300.59 Seating. (1) All seats shall be forward fac __Trans 300.61 Signs and lettering. (1) Only signs and
ing and securely fastened to that part or parts of the body whlgff€ringapproved by state laor rule shall appear on or in the bus.
supportthem. Passenger seat cushions shall be fasteped to  (2) Thebody shall bear words “School Bus” in black letters at
ventthe cushions from disengaging from the seat framesgent least8 inches high and one—-inch stroke on both front and rear or
of an accident. There shall be a minimum spaic24 inches on yellow signs attached thereto. The lettering shall be placed
betweerthe forward surface of a seat back andrétae surface of abovethe rear window and the front windshiel@his lettering
the seator barrier ahead measured across the seat cushion wittghllonly appear on buses painted the yellow and black school bus
depressingany surface. The forward surfacesafat backs may colorsand meeting all the requirements of this chapter
have side bolsters that briefly reduce the width to less than 24 (3) Each school bus painted the yelloand black color
inches provided the remainder of the seat measures at least@emeshall have a fleet number consisting of no more than-4 dig

inches. its. The fleet number shall appear on the front and the rear of the
(2) Theforwardmost seat on the right side of the bus dfeall bus. Additional fleet number locations may be utilized at the-own
locatedso as not to interfere with the drit@wrision. er’s option.

(3) A minimum of 36inches of headroom for the sitting posi  (4) Fleetnumbers shall be no less than 3 inches nor more than
tion above the top of the undepressed cushion line of allseaits 6 inches high with &; inch brush stroke.
beprovided. The measurement stmdmade vertically not more  (5) Fleetnumbers are prohibited in the black area around the
than1l inches from the side wall at cushion height and afioifee  alternatelyflashing red lights.

andaft center of the cushion. (6) Thename and address (and telephone nupifodesired)

(4) (a) The backs of seats of similar size shall be of the samkthe owneior operator shall be displayed below the window line
width at the top and of the same height from the floor and shaillthe panel to the rear of, and as close as possible to, the service
slantat the same angle with the flooFhe top corners, and at leastoor in letters not less than 2 inches high nor more than 3 inches
10inches of the top of the baskirface of the seat backs shall béigh by ¥, inch stroke. If desired, this marking may also be
paddedsuficiently to reduce the likelihood of injury upon impact.paintedon the left side of the bus below the drigewindow
Seatcushions andeat backs may not have any torn or worn©wner’sdecals may be used to comply with this subsectiteif
throughcovering material. decalsdo not violate other provisions of this section.

(b) The seat back of the rearmost seat shall be of the samé7) The name of the school bus firm may appear on the sides
dimensionas the seat immediately forward. Failure to complgf the bus between the seat line rub rail and the bottom window
with this standard will result in the loss of one seating position, lime in contrasting yellow oblack letters not more than 10 inches
2 seating positions if this situation occurs in both rows, whdrigh. The owne's name may also appear on the rear bumper in
determiningthe capacity of the bus. This requirement siygiiily  schoolbus yellow The lettering may not exceed 6 inches in height
only to type A-I, B, C or D school buses manufactured after-Jarwith a %, inch brush stroke. These options do not relieve the
ary 1, 1984. owneror operator from the requirements of s().

(5) Fold down, fold up or reclining seats or seat backs is not (8) Thevehicles registration card or a photocopy of the card
permittedin a school bus except as allowed ifirans 300.33 (3) shall be displayed in the drivesx compartment and shall be

(6) A child restraint seat may be installed in place of a standdf@untedin a holder so the card can be read without removal. The
seat. The replacement seat shall meet all of the requirementgssengecapacity shall appear on the inside of the bus above the
this section, excepthat the seat back may exceed the seat heidfnt windshield so it can be easily read. It shadicate the num

of the remaining bus seats by not more than 4 inches. er of seated passengers that may legally be transported. Each
History: Cr. Register February1983, No. 326ef. 3-1-83; am. (4]b), (5), cr  Wheelchairposition shall be counted as a seated passenger

(6),Register February1995, No. 470ef. 3-1-95 am. (4) and (5Register Decerm i i i

ber. 1997, No. 50defl 1-1.98.CR 03-16: am. (L)Register April 2004 No. 530 . . (). Eachschool bus wittan emegency exit shall have the exit

eff. 5-1-04. identified as required in slrans 300.39

(9m) On or after August 1, 2016, easkehool bus equipped
Trans 300.60 Service door. (1) The service door shall with an eightlight warning system shall have contrasting black
be under control of the driver and so designed as to prevent adeiteringindicating the word “SDP” centered on the rear emer
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gencydoor panel in 8 @ inch minimum letters with the words  (m) A decal, sticker or lettering statiffpO NOT USE THE
“ON FLASHING RED?” directly below and centered in4x ¥, LAST TWO SEATS UNLESS BUS IS FULL”, is permissible
inch minimum letters. When a rear emency door is not presentto be placed on the rear bulkhead#e letters are to be black and
this lettering shall be placed in a visible location on the retiteof arenot to exceed 2 inches high. They are to be permanent and leg
schoolbus body as close to the centerlingacticable. This let ible by either painting or decal placement.

teringmay be reflective material or have a reflective backgroundHistory: Cr. RegisterFebruary1983, No. 32fef. 3-1-83; am. (7), c(10) (gm),

An optional driver alert message board may be used in ieu of {4 GhReastTeba 1ok, o 4IEet 3 125 am. (7 and (100 e
requiredlettering if utilizing a highintensity or LED lights that (10)(e), (f), r andrecr. (10) (gm), am. (10) (h), c(10) (k) to (m); correction in
flash similar cautionary messages in two inch high mininiein  (10) (k) made under s35.17, Stats.,Register April 2016 No. 724eff. 5-1-16.

ters. Amber cautionary messagesy flash when the hazard . )

lights or amber warning lights are activated and a red Warnin? Trans 300.62 Steering. (1) Steering systems shall com
messagesimilar to therequired lettering, shall flash when the red!y With 49 CFR 393.209No changes may be made in the steering

warninglights are activated. apparatusvithout the approval of the chassis manufacturer
(10) Thefollowing signs are the only other decals, stickers, or (2) Thereshall be a clearance of at least 2 inches between the
letteringthat may appear on the bus: stﬁerlngv}/heel and the cowl, instrument panel, windshield, or any
othersurface.

(&) No smoking, eating or drinkingtnaximum 2-inch high

letters). (3) Thesteering components may not be loose, worn, or bind
. . .ing and steering stops shall be adjusted so the tire does not rub at
(b) Any signs required by the federal bureau of motor carrigh, n5int “The steeringheellash may not exceed that found in
safetyor national highway trét safety administration. 49 CER 393 209b)
(c) Identification as to location of engency equipment. (4) The powersteering system may not leak nor shall the drive
(d) Seat belt use required in this vehicle. belt be cracked, frayed or worn.

(e) A seating chart, which shall not exceed a maximum size ofiistory: Cr.Register February1983, No. 326ef. 3-1-83; am. (1), (3Register,
85 x 11 inches. Numbers designating rows may be placed abdf8"a";095 No- 470ef. 3-1-95 am. (4) Registey Decemberl 997, No. 504
the windows on both sidesThey shall be black, no taller than 2 '

inches. They shall be permanent and legible by either paiing  Trans 300.63 Steps. (1) The first step at the service door
decalplacement. They shall not interfere with egeercy door or  may not be more than 16 inches from the ground.

window markings. o (2) The riser of any step may not be more than 15 inches. If
() One page of rules pertaininggassenger conduct locatedthereare 2 or more risers, they shall be approximately eiqual
in the drivers compartment above the windshield on the fropgight.

bulkhead which shall not exceeal maximum of & x 11 inches. (3) Thestep may not protrude beyond the widest pathef
(9) Any decal denoting membership in an association dealingdy.

with school transportation. The decal shall be placed within 12 4y Eachstep shall be covered with or constructed of nonskid
inchesto the rear of service door and below window line. It may,aterial.

not exceed 36 sguare inches. . . (5) All steps shall be enclosed to prevent the accumulation of
~ (gm) For vehicles powered by alternative fuels such as-iquge or snow except the first step of a tybell bus which may have
fied petroleum gas, compressed naturalayaelectric propulsion anexposed step with a slip resistant surface.

a designator may be placed on a lower rear coffieis designator (6) Eachbus shall be equipped with a stepwell light which

mayalso be on the rigiside and displayed below the window Iineactivatesautoma’[icaIIy upon opening of the service dodiumi-

in the panel to the rear of, and as close as possible to, the serNlf@ o stens. This light is not required to be operational during

door. If desired, this designator may also be displayed on the | . : ; ; i
side, below the drivels window It may notexceed 64 square gme“ght hours. Howevert must be in a working condition al

inchesand shall identify thalternative fuel used. A school bus (7) Eachschool bus shall be equippadth a grab handle at

thatis utilizing an alternative fuel may have the manufactsirer ! . e -
logo or background colored green. least10 _m_ches m_length, located inside the service door entrance
. o . for providing assistance to enter or leave the bus.
(h) A sign or lettering indicating the type of fueded. This “\ysiory: cr Register February1983, No. 326ef. 3-1-83; am. (2), (6), (TReg-
may be an industry recognized symbol as the background contairer, February1995, No. 470eff. 3-1-95; am. (1), (2) and (FRegister December
ing the appropriate lettering or abbreviation designatingytpe  1997.No. 504 ef. 1-1-98.

of fuel.
Trans 300.64 Stop signal arm. (1) A stop signal arm

. (r? A pl_acartd,'gec?I otrhotig)er dtevtir(]:e, ?}%to exceeddBre  hich meetsFMVSS 131 and SAE 183 is required on every
inc .esm size, to identify the bus to the chi rer?. ) schoolbus painted with the yellow ariack color scheme. The
(/) Emegency telephone number may be plaicetthe driveis  stopsignal arm may not be extended until tes is completely

compartmentn accordance with the following criteria: stopped.
1. The device the numbers are displayed on may not exceeq2) The stop signal arm shall be installed in such a manner that
5inches by 7 inches and may include a current calendar it cannotbe activated unless the alternately flashing red lamps are

2. Acceptable emgency telephone numbers: police, firejn operation.
rescuesquad, school bus contragtand school transportation  (3) The following specifications shall govern installation of
directoror administrator the stop signal arm:

(k) Alegal disclaimemot to excee® x 7 inches, may be dis  (a) It shall be a metal, or material with strength at least equiva
playedin thedrivers compartment to advise passengers that theyt to all-steel, as certified by the bbiedy manufactureocta
may be video or audio recorded. gon-shapedign at least 18 inches wide and 18 inches long-exclu

(L) A United States flag decal or magnet, mmtexceed 6 Sive of the mountingoracket. All sheet metal parts shall be 16
incheson any side, may be displayed in the drivempartment gaugeor heavier
providedit does not interfere with any operating controls or other (b) It shall have the word “SIP” on both sides in white letters
safetysigns and equipment. It shall not include any sayings-or sii least 6 inches high and 7/8 inch wide on a brighthack
gansand may not be placed on the mirngsor, windshield or any ground. The outer edge shdihve a white border at ledst inch
otherwindow wide. All other parts of the assembly shall be painted black.
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Trans 300.64 WISCONSINADMINISTRATIVE CODE 384

(c) It shallbe equipped with 2, 4—inch or ¢gr, double faced (b) When thewheel diameter is greater than 16 inches the play
alternatingflashing redamps to be mounted near the perimetgrermittedis 3/8 inch.
of the sign with a minimum of 12 inches spacing between lampHistory: Cr. Registey February1983, No. 326ef. 3-1-83; am. (2), (3) (a) and
centers. These lamps shall be wired to the circuit of the flashirf§j- Register Decemberl997, No. 50def. 1-1-98.
redwarning lamps mounted on the front and rear of the bus. These ) i i
lampsmay be strobe lamps or light emitting diodes. In lieu of the Trans 300.69 Windows. (1) In this section:
2 doublefaced alternating flashing red lamps, the stop signal arm (a) “ANS Z26.1” means the standards for glazing in land
may be equipped with red flashing, high visibility light—emittingvehiclesadopted by reference in®ans 300.20 (1) (kunder49
diodesincorporated into the word “®IR” in accordance with the CFR part 57 1lmotor vehicle safety standard 205, glazing materi

requirement®f sub.(3) (b). als.
(4) Reflectorizing of the sign shall be optional. (b) “AS 1" to “AS 11" have the same meaning as in section 6
(5) Thestop signal arm shall be mounted on the left sidrisf of ANS 726.1.

asclose to the drivés window as practicable. (c) “AS 12" means a safety plastic material that includes all of

(6) The requirements of this section for the operation of thige following: | _
stopsignal arm does not apply to school buses which are operatedl. Complies with tests 10, 13, 16, 17, 21, and 24 of ANS
only in areas where use of the flashimgl warning lights is not Z226.1.
permitted. 2. Complies with tests 19 and 20 of ANS Z26.1 with the
History: Cr. Register February1983, No. 326efl. 3-1-83; am. (1), (3) (c), (6), exceptionof the test for resistance to undiluted denatured alcohol.
Register,February 1995, No. 470ef. 3-1-95; emeay. am. (3) (a) and (c), fef . . X
7-1-97;am. (1), (2) (3) (a), (c) and (BRegister December1997,No. 504 ef. 3. In new buses or in replacement glazing hdixeaf a
1-1-98,CR 03-16: am. (2) and (3) (dRegister April 2004 No. 58@f. 5-1-04.  manufacturer’dabel specifyingnstructions and agents for clean
ing the glazing that will minimize the loss of transparency
Trans 300.65 Sunshield. Each school bus shall have an  (d) “AS 13" means a safety plastic material that includes all of
interior sunshield installed above the windshiefthch type A-I,  the following:
B, C or D bus shall have one of a sim# less than 6 by 16 inches. 1. Complies with tests 16, 22 and either 23 or 2AKS
History: Cr.Register February1983, No. 326ef. 3-1-83; amRegistey Decem 726.1. ’

ber,No. 504 eff. 1-1-98.
2. Complies with tests 19 and 20 of ANS Z26.1 with the
Trans 300.66 Suspension system. (1) (a) Thesuspen exceptionof the test for resistance to undiluted denatured alcohol.

sion system shall comply with the requirements4i& CFR 3. In new buses or in replacement glazing hdixeaf a
393.207 The bus shall be equipped with front and rear shockanufacturer’dabel specifyingnstructions and agents for clean
absorbers. ing the glazing that will minimize the loss of transparency
(b) The shock absorbers shall be maintained free of leaks and2) The glazing in windows to the right and left of the driver
all mountings shall be in good working order shallbe identified by thelesignation AS 1 or AS 2. The rearmost
(2) A school bus may not be operated veitty broken spring windowsshall be designated ASAS 2, AS 4 or AS 5, except that
leaf or worn, loose, mislocated shackles or "U” bolts. the lower glazed portion of the engemcy door may be designated

History: Cr. Register February1983,No. 326 ef. 3-1-83; renum. (1) to (3) to AS 8. Any other side push—out or kick-out windows may be-iden
be(1) (a), (b) and (2) and am. (1) (Register February1995, No. 470ef. 3-1-95; tified with glazing designated as AS 1, AS 2, AS 3, AS 4, AS 5,
am. (2), Register December1997, No. 504eff. 1-1-98. AS 12, or AS 13.

i ) (3) Ontype A-I, B, C or D buses, the window to the driser
Trans 300.67 Tires. (1) The front tires shall have treadjmmediateleft and the window immediately to the rear of the ser
depthof at least 4/32-inch and rear tires shall have tread depth/ffe door shall be of insulated glass or of a thermo electric design
atleast 2/32-inch around the entire periphery measured at 2 pojfig performs at least as well as insulated glass. Exceptions are

no less than 15 inches apart in any major tread groove. cutawayvan based vehiclemanufactured in 2 stages equipped
(2) A school bus may not be operated witbgrooved, with a drivers door and a roll-up windowif a lift and lift door
recappedor retreaded tires on the front wheels. arelocated immediately to the reartbf service dopthe window

(3) A school bus may not be operated with cuts or chuni&the lift door is not required to meet this requirement. The win
missingexposing the cord, recaps peeled loosefoposhowing dow to the rear of the lift door may be glazing applicable to other
anindication of ply separation. windows.

(4) Tiresof different size or ply rating may be used except that (4) Eachfull side window shall provide a vertical opening of

all tires on an axle must be the same sizetgmel Bias and radial &t!€ast 9 inches, obtained by lowering tap portion of the win
tiresmay not be mixed. dow. The drivets window may be of a sliding forward and rear
ward construction. A typ@-Il bus having windows which do not

GA(\?\/)RA;L(;”S%\?\?S” be maintained to meet the manufad“reropenfrom the top shall have no more than a 5-inch wide opening.

History: Cr. Register February1983, No. 326ef.. 3-1-83; am. (4)Register, (5) All windows shall operate freelfThe side window latches
February,1995, No. 470ef. 3-1-95; am. (2) and (3Register December1997, No.  shall be capable of holding the window securely in place in all
504, eff. 1-1-98. pos|t|0ns

(6) All exposed edges shall be banded or ground.

Trans 300.68 Wheels. (1) A bus may not be operated (7) A distinctive audible signal automatically operated shall

with any cracked rims, loose lug bolts or natselongated stud clearlyindicateto the driver the unlatching of an emency win

holes. i . dow when the ignition is in the "on” positiorA cut—of may not
(2) Thewheel bearings may not have more than 1/4 inch frg@ installed in the circuit.

play when measured at the tire level. . H;sto:r)’y: Cr. RegistegFebrugrngSS, Nobe3ﬁ2%eif. 3;1—83; am. (1) (a), (c) 3(1;1)2
H H .,(2), (3),Register February1995, No. 470eff. 3—-1-95; am. (1) (c) (intro.), 1., 2.,
(3) Thefollowing measurements are the maximum amodint { (ot L2 3. (2) and (MReqisier Decemberto, No- oAt 1. 1-65
play permitted in the king pins or ball joints when measured at thR 03-16: am. (3)Register April 2004 No. 58@f. 5-1-04.
outsideof the tire:
(a2) When the wheel diameterl$ inches or less, not more than Trans 300.70 Windshield. (1) The glass in the wind
1/4inch play is permitted. shieldshall be laminated safety glass identified bydasignation
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AS 1. This mark shall be visible and legible. The glass shall bddition,the lift shall be controlled by a lim@witch or by-pass
of such quality as to prevent distortion of view in any directionvalve which will immediately stop the direction of travel upon
(2) The windshield may not be obstructed. contactwith the ground or a foreign object.
History: Cr. Registey February1983, No. 326ef. 3-1-83; am. (2)Register, (8) Thepower lift shall be so designed that the platform does
December1997, No. 504eff. 1-1-98. notfall in the event of a power failure.

Trans 300.71 Windshield washer. (1) Each school bus  (9) Theplatform shall have a device on the curb side te pre
shallbe equipped with an operational windshield washer systéfgntany wheelchair from rolling 6fvhen the lift is in any hori
that provides fluid for the windshield wipersefiectively clean zOntal position other than at ground level.

the windshield. (10) The power lift shall be designéd prevent the operator
(2) The washer shall be maintained and operational. or the person belr]g transported from becoming entangled or
History: Cr. Registey February1983, No. 326eff. 3-1-83. crushedduring the lift operation.

] ] ) (11) Whenin the stored position, every power tift ramp and
Trans 300.72 Windshield wipers. Every school bus its associated super structure shall have all exposed sharp edges,
shall be equipped with 2 completnd operational windshield corners;and projecting parts padded to prevent injarghe event

wipers. The system shall have at least 2 speeds. of contact in an accident. This requirement does not appheto
History: Cr. Registey February1983, No. 326ef. 3-1-83. platform surface but shall apply to the sides of the platform if they
areexposed and not concealed bpaided super structure or a

Trans 300.73 Wiring. All circuits of the bus shall bero-

D ) . N paddedbarrier
L?g;??gt){n%ﬁgcﬁgn%ﬁiatlﬁ]%mgbdrrgﬁclgggnS'Stors’ or fuse of $uf (12) If the lift does not include a padded super structhee,

History: Cr Registes February1983, No. 326ef. 3-1-83CR 03-16:amReg-  1OP Of the door opening shall be covered with paddintpast 2
ister April 2004 No. 580eff. 5-1-04. incheshigh the entire width of the door opening.
. . . (13) The lift control shall be interlockedvith the vehicle
Subchapterlll—Special Additional Requirements  prakes transmission or dopor shall provide other appropriate
. . . mechanismsor systemsto ensure that the vehicle cannot be
Trans 300.75 Special service opening. (1) Every moyedwhen the lift is not stowed and so the lift cannot be

schoolbus used for transportimgersons in wheelchairs shall havejeployedunless the interlocks or systems are engaged.
anenclosed door opening located on the right efdée vehicle  History: Cr. RegisterFebruary1983, No. 326ef. 3-1-83; am. (1), (3), @, ct

which will permit the use of a ramp or lift. (12), (13),Registey February1995, No. 470ef. 3-1-95; am. (1), Registey Decem
(2) The door of the speciapeningshall be equipped with a ber, 1997, No. 504ef. 1-1-98.

deviceto hold it open. Trans 300.77 Wheelchair fasteners. (1) Each wheel
(3) Each door shall have a window chairshall be secured to the bus with a fastening device wiih suf
(4) The opening shall be equipped with material which sea#éentstrength to:

out dirt, waterand fumes. (a) Retain the chair in the event the bus overturns.
(5) There shall be #ght which illuminates the platform and  (b) Prevent the chair from moving.

the area outside the opening. (c) Prevent the chds wheels fromeaving the floor in the
(6) A drip molding shall be installed tofe€tively divert water eventof a sudden stop or start.

from the opening. (2) Thefastening device may be either a metal locking unit

. %istory:l 9905r- '?\legizt;r l}e%rular}éé%& No. 326efl. 3-1-83; am. (6)Register, thatsecures the wheelchair to thall or floor or a webbing belt
ebruary1995, No. 470ef. : systemthat accomplishes the same purpose.

Trans 300.76 Power lift or ramps. (1) Every school bus ~ (3) No wheelchair may be attached to any door
transportingoersonsn wheelchairs shall be equipped with either (4) A webbing belt system shall be secured to the bus at not
a power lift orramp which utilizes the special service openingssthan 2 points. It shall be anchored in the bus frame, body posts
specifiedin s.Trans 300.75 or other metal structure. Interior paneling is not considered an

(2) If a school bus uses a ramp it shall have a nonslip matefiglequateanchorage.
on the surface omay have a metal nonslip surface construction. (5) A webbing belt used to secure the wheelchair tdtuty
Theramp shall be in a secured position while the bus is in motidrame may not be used to also secure the passenger to the wheel
Theramp shall be at least 30 inches wide on the surface. chair.

(3) A power lift may beof varying design and operation. A (6) Schoolbuses manufactured and placed in operation after
lift may be designed toauseonly minor vehicle design changeJanuaryl7, 1994, and transporting passengers in wheel chairs
otherthan for the special service opening, or gediint design lift shall comply with FMVSS 222, school bus seating amesh
may be built to raise or lowehrough the floor of the vehicle. Eachprotection. The wheel chairs shall be secured in the following
of these designs shall have a minimum lifting capacity@ manner:
pounds. A label stating that the lift meets this requirement shall (a) In a forward facing position.
beeither permanently fiked to the power lift in a visible location  (b) By wheel chair securement devices at 2 locatiorthén
or the information may be permanently stamped in a visible loggont and 2 locations in the rear

tion. (c) If a 3—wheel chajreach wheel location shall be secured.
(4) The power source and mechanisoh the lift shall be  History: Cr RegisteyFebruary1983, No. 326eff. 3-1-83; cr(6), Registey Feb
enclosed. ruary, 1995, No. 470eff. 3-1-95; am(4) and (5) Registey December1997, No.
. . 504, eff. 1-1-98.
(5) Theplatform of the power lift shall be covered witbn
slip material or it maybe of nonslip construction. The surface Trans 300.78 Seats and restraints. (1) Seat frames
shallbe at least 30 inches wide. may be equipped to accept seat belts or other types of restraints.
(6) Everyplatform of a power lift shall be designed aoa (2) Everyoccupant shall be secured to the wheelchair while
structedto prevenany movement when it is in the stored positiorbeingtransported. Thisecurement shall be separate and in-addi
This requirement may be met by either a mechanical lockitign to that required in Srans 300.77
deviceor by the internal design of the lift. (3) Aisle—facingseats in buses transporting wheelchairs are
(7) The power lift shall be so designed that the operhte  permittedonly overthe wheel housing provided they are equipped
positivecontrol to move, stop, or reverse the lift travel at will. Invith a device to prevent a passenger from slidirigeitfier end.
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Trans 300.78 WISCONSINADMINISTRATIVE CODE 386

Theseseats shall be permanently mounted and may not havaral located outside the driversight lines to the road, mirrors,

retractableseating surface. highway signs and signals.

History: Cr. Registey February1983, No. 326eff. 3-1-83; am. (3)Register, i H i i icihili .
February 1995, No. 470ef. 3~1-05: am. (3JRegister December1997. No. 504 (b) The device may not interfere with driver visibility and-pas
eff. 1-1-98. sengerentrance and aisle.

o (c) A device mounted in the rear of thehool bus shall not pro

Trans 300.79 Communications. Every school bus used trudemore than 6 inches forward of the rear bulkhead or from the
to transport special education or disabtddents shall comply ceiling.
with the communication requirements found ifsans 301.14 (d) A maximumof two devices may be located near the middle

History: Cr. Registey February1995, No. 470ef. 3-1-95. of a school bus, if they do not protrude more than 4 inches and are
locatedno more than 15 inches above the side windowsatieat
not emegency exits, measured from the edge of wiedow
. . X b ; X frame directly to the device. The device or devices shall be
t'or_] for equipment thais not specifically authorized by this chap mountedpargllel to a seat back. If flush mounted, the device or
ter: . — . . . devicesmay be located beyond the 15 inch separation fien

(1) Submitan authorization request for equipment installatiogjge window
to the administratodivision ofstatepatrol, FO. Box 7912, Madi
son,Wisconsin, 53707-7912.

(2) Equipment installation may only proceedollowing

Trans 300.80 Optional equipment. A school bus owner
or operator shall use tHellowing procedure to obtain authoriza

(e) All devices shall be securely fastened and contained within
a shatterproof housing. All exposed edgestwrp corners shall

receiptof a letter of authorization from the administratordesig be protected or designed to prevent injury upon contact.
nee.of the division of state patrol. hOl(Jfginléxternal devices shall be contained within a shatterproof

(3) Providefor inspection of the vehicle and equipment if-nec (9) A video displayif utilized, shallbe mounted in the driver

essary. o : A v
History: Cr. Register February1995, No. 470ef. 3-1-95. compartmentnd within or in clos@roximity to the forward field

of view of the driver It shall not restrict visibility of the drivar
Trans 300.81 Authorized optional equipment. The sight lines to the road, mirrors, highway S|gns.and ggrmis,
following equipment is approved: affectoperation of the school bus controls. The video display may
be incorporated as part of the interior rear view mirror and display

. : i hen the parking braleapplied, warning lamps are

with a permanently mounted public address system that atews animage w Y
driver to communicate directions wice to students outside theactlvated,or transmission Is in reverse.
bus. Mounting ofany external speakers may not interfere with (8) BLOOD-BORNE PATHOGEN KIT. ~ A school bus may be
driver visibility, mirrors or outside lights. Speakers may bduippedwith a blood-borne pathogen kit subject to the follow
mountedunder the hood. ing conditions:

(2) WIDE ANGLE REAR VIEW LENS. A school bus may be (&) The kit shall benounted or located in the driveicompart
equippedwith a wide angle rear view lens mounted on the uppg&ent.
window of the emegency doar The lens may not cover more than (b) The kit shall be labeled.
220square inches. The lens shall be centerdt@window and (9) AIRFoIL. A school bus may be equipped with an airfoil
shallbe permanently attached. designedo reducethe accumulation of snow on the rear of the

(3) ResTroOM. A restroom facility may be installed at thebus.
rearmostsection of a school bUS |nsta”ati0n shall meet al Stat (]_0) PASSENGERADVISORY OR THEFT SYSTEM. A school bus
utesand rules related to such installation. The following Conqlnaybe equipped with a passenger advisory / theft system as long

(1) PusLIC ADDRESSSYSTEM. A school bus may be equipped

tions shall also apply: asthe system does not interfawith operation or identification of
(a) The restroom door shdde locked during pupil transporta otherschool bus standards set forth in this rule.
tion. (11) NAVIGATIONAL DEVICE OR LAPTOP COMPUTERINSTALL. A
(b) All walls shall be constructed of rigid material. schoolbusmay be equipped with a navigational device that meets
(c) The restroom or restroom door may not interfeitn  the following requirements:
accesdo emegency exits. (a) The device is mounted within the dri\eecompartment.
(d) There may be no sharp edges or protrusions. (b) The device shall be mount&da position where it does not

(4) Back-up ALARM. A school bus may be equipped with epbscure the drives sight lines to the road, mirrors, highway signs
back-upalarm system manufactured in accordance with any feagndsignals and it may not impede space within the aisle.
eralor state specifications. (c) The device shall be securely mounted.
(5) AIR CONDITIONING UNITS. A school bus may be equipped  (d) The display shall activate for navigational purposes only
with air conditioning systemsThe system shall be approved bywhile the school bus is in motion. Distractive manipulatiothef
the Wisconsin division of state patrol prior to installation. deviceis prohibited while the school buskiging driven. For the
(6) AIrRFoIL. A school bus may be equipped with a yellow opurposesf this section onlydriven means operating a commer
black air foil system on the top reaAn air foil system shall be cial motor vehicle, with the motor running, including while tem
mountedso as not to interfere with the visibility of required lightgorarily stationary because of tfiaf a trafic control device, or
andlettering. othermomentary delaysuch as picking up or disclgang stu
(7) CAMERA, AUDIO MONITOR OR RECORDING DEVICE / COM- dents. Driven does not include operating a school bus, with or
PUTERANTENNA. A school bus may be equipped with a camer#/ithoutthe motor running, when the school bus is legally stopped
audio monitor or recording device, eomputer antenna subjectOr parked upon the highway
to the following conditions: (e) Software programs, if utilized, shall be specific to school
(a) When a device is mountedthre drivers compartment it busoperations suchs, but not limited to, passenger accountabil
shallbe located so as to not interfere with movement into and di routing, navigation, emgency notification, tracking, mes
of step well area. When a camera is placed to view through &®gingand equipment monitoring.
windshieldit shall not be located to the left of the centerlinehef () The device shall be used with due regard to passenger
schoolbus. Thecamera shall be mounted not more than 2 incheafety. At no time shall operation of this device cause a distraction
belowthe upper edge of the area swept by the windshield wipevkile operating the school bus.
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386-1 DEPARTMENTOF TRANSPORTATION Trans 300.89

(12) ADDITIONAL DRIVER OR PASSENGERSAFETY ITEMS. A  schoolbuses at the ownarplace of business. All school buses
schoolbus may be equipped with additional safety items such stsall be inspected annually
a seat belt cutter with recessed razor blade, hand sandizér  (2) A school bus inspection report shall be completed for each
automated external defibrillator or AEDTheseitems shall be - schoolbus inspected. A copy of the report shall be provided to the
keptin the drivets compartmentAdditional items may be autho school bus owner and the respective school district. Upon
“ZH(?Ol upog vgrlt;en prPFOVilé s?sf Lhe4[7)£l)\el;f8l30? gg Stat(% Z?EF?L . completionof aninspection, a school bus shall be approved er dis

istory:  Cr. Registey February1995, No. 470efl. 3-1-95 am. (1).(3) (¢) and  approved. A school bus is approved when it is found that all
(0 FegerDecembensor o st LLSOR 03 16 ¢ ies 0% (e quirementaf this chapter are med school bus is disapproved
(a),am. (7) (b), cr (7) (c) to (g), (9) to (12Register April 2016 No. 724eff.5-1-16.  if defects are noted and the school bus inspection rieparates

. thatthe vehicle is “out—-of-service.”
SubchapterV—General Requirements (3) It is unlawful for a person to operate or permit to be -oper
atedany school bus that:

Trans 300.85 Replacement equipment. Any item of (a) Is in violation of any requirement of this chapter

equipmentif covered by a standard in this chapter shall, upon b) Requires repairs prior to anv operation
replacementbe _repla_ced with an item meeting the. original St‘?‘” H(ist)ory: ch RegisterFF()abruar)F/)1983,No. 3223/eif.p3—1—83: renum. to be (1) and
dard. Any modification of a school bus shall be in conformitym.,cr. (2), (3),Register February1995, No. 47pef. 3-1-95.
with state rules in éct at the time of the modification.
History: Cr. Register February1983, No. 326ef. 3-1-83. Trans 300.88 Applicability. (1) School buses manufac
turedprior to March 1, 1995 shall be subject to the rules applicable
Trans 300.86 Enforcement policy. (1) The enforce atthe time the vehicle was first registered as a school bussin W
mentpolicy of the division of state patrol shall take into considetonsin. School buses subject to previous standards are less strin
ationthe age, condition, and equipment of buses before grantient.
approvalfor theircontinued use. The division may not permit the (2) All school busemanufactured on March 1, 1995 or later
useof any bus for school transportation purposb&h is deemed shallbe subject to this chapter and to the referenced federal motor
to be unsafe or unfit for such service. vehicle safety standards irfedt on the date of manufacture. The
(2) In construing and enforcing the provisions of ttfispter departmenshall consider the date of manufacture as being the
the act, omission or failure of anyfider, agent, servant or other dateon which thesecond stage manufacturer or the school bus
personacting foror employed by the registered owner or the lesody manufacturer completes the installation of the body on the
seeof the bus, whoever has control, done within the scope eifassior the date a single manufacturer completes the unit. In the
employmentis deemed to be the act, omissioriailure of such caseof a rebodythe completed rebody school bus has been
registeredowner or lessee. This subsection does not apply remanufacturecon March 1,1995 or later and shall meet the
violationsof ch.346, Stats., and Srans 300.16 requirements of thishapterand the referenced federal motor
Fe';iritgrryi ggg ’3‘%9ii%rel;egrulargsl_ggr?»ré(';lt%n?ﬁ%g- rﬁ;&;ﬁ;d 2rrns (i)gRggl(Sztfnr) (b)vehiclesafety standards infett on the date of the rebody
S.ﬁ Sltatls?lgRéegis’terAugust,'1996, No. 48&m.Register December1§97, No. 504 30*3.'2502’,;(,i%%%%'f;%’f:%%%i%ﬁ%%ss’, ’\111%3127%661}33_—11_—8935 fenum. fromfans
ern. 1-1-Y¢.
Trans 300.89 Penalties. Violations of any provisions of

. : thjs chapter shall be prosecuted undlee governing statute.
fication by the department of transportation, or the department\gjyereng penalty is provided, the violation shall be prosecated
public instruction,or any public school t€ial, the owner or oper tforth in 5.85.16 (2) Stats. '

ator shall presenall school buses for inspection at the time an%IeHistory: Cr. Register February1983, No. 326efl. 3-1-83; renum. from fBins
placedesignated or théepartment mayat its option, inspect the 300.91 and amRegistey February1995, No. 470eff. 3-1-95.

Trans 300.87 Inspection procedures. (1) Upon nott
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