
STATEDOCUf~ENT
 

WHEREAS, the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer 
~~ofectf on . and state, county and federa 1 agrl cultura1 agenc1 es est1 mate 

a the spring drought, 1991/92 \111nterldll and late spring 1992 frosts 
have. redu ced production from Hi sccnsin 's fi rst cutt i n9 of hay by about 50 
percent; and 

WHEREAS, a 50 percent reducti on in the fi rst cutting of hay is 
,eQUiI. 1 to one quarter of the sta te J s annua 1 hay producti 0.11; and 

WHEREAS, the most adverse1y affected 45 Hisconsin counties as of 
June 18, 1992, reported a reduction in the harvest of their fIrst cutting
hay of 6.7 million tons, valued at $440 million and pasture losses of 
$5.1 mill fan; and 

~IHEREAS, contf nued 1ack. of ra i nfa11 for the rest of the 1992 
growing season or s1gn1ficant portions thereof, w111 cause further 
reduction ., n the yi e1 ds and harvested ouantitt es of crops used for anima 1 
feed; and 

HHEREAS, further 1992 crop reductions and losses \11111 add to the 
shortage of feed needed bY,lils consiln' s Ii vestock.'over the next 12 IlIOnths; 
and 

WHEREAS, dafry farmlnga,nd other domestic t tves tock operations add 
about $4.2 billJcmannuaUy :;to th~',state's economy and are important to 
both the economy of the sbte,;and t!J~ welfare of 1ts cHi zens; and 

I'lHEREAS:,!hi s ,creA'!~s a need to transport large amounts of 
livestock feed, parfrl:ular+Y'Q~Jed hay, on Wisconsin highways; and 

WHEREAS, all ow1 ngp,he transpprta t1on of overwl dth loads of hay 
bales w,ithin this state';"fl'L..a"sa:ferri~nner and as described in this order, 
willbenefi t farmers fri,~ u!t~,d by the drought; 

NOH nlEREFORE, I TOMMY G. THOMPSON, Governor of the State of 
Hi scO!\~;1 n, 'by vi rtue of 'the author! ty vested 1n me by the Constitution 
and ttl.e laws of Htsconstnand by s, 166.03(l)(bll of tbe H1sconsin 
Statuhs, hereby decl are the pres ent drought-re1 ated hay shortage to be a 
n~t!JraJ disaster and have proclaimed the entire State of \'liseons1n to be 
in a.sJ~ateof emergency, and wHh regard to transportatIon of hay, for a 
p,er10d; of 30 days. unless such period Is eJChnded by Executive Order or 
jolnt r.eso1ution of the legislature. 

PURSUANT to said state of emergency, by virtue of the authority
ve$':te~i. in me by the Constitution and laws of \'lisconsln, and s , 
li66.03('1)(b)1, 'H1scons1n Statutes, I HEREBY ORDER THAT: 

1) NotwithstandIng ss. 348.05 (1) and (2) ell and 348.07 (1) and 
Hl~. Stats., persons are allowed to transport loads of bales of 

udilng straw or stover) even when such loads exceed the statutory 
mitations and may transport hay in round or rectangular bales on 

:s~~~~t,~[~lers up to 53 feet long, as hereIn provided: 
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