EXECUTIVE ORDER NO, 404

Relating to the Establishment of the Office of State Poet Laureate and the
Governor’s Poet Laureate Nomiuation Conimission

| WHEREAS, (he Slale of Wisconsin is 2 recognized leader in cullure and arts;
an

WUEREAS, it is impertant that Wisconsin mainfain its strong tradition of
cxcelience in the arts; and

Wl‘lﬂEREAS, poetry serves as a tool for the enrichment of all people and serves
us a herald for the deep emotions and pride fell by the citizens of this greal state; and

_ WHEREAS, there is a need to hiave an individual who promotes and develops
an nlerest in poetry;

L NG, THEREFFORE, I, TOMMY G. THOMPSON, Governor of the Slale of
Moo by the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of this state,
and specifically by section 14.019 of the Wisconsin Statutes do hereby:

l. Create the Govemor’s Poet Laureate Nomination Commission
{hereinaller, “Commission™) ; and

Provide that the Commission shafl be compased of seven (7) members
appeinted by the Governor lo serve a term of four (4) years; and

»o

3. Provide (hat the Governor shall designate one (1) member on the
Commission as its chair lo serve in that capacily at the pleasure of the

Governor; and

4. Provide that the Following organizations shall each recommend lo the
Governor one (1) individual for membership on the Commission:

The Council for Wisconsin Writers; and

The Wisconsin Fellowship of Poels, and

The Wisconsin Regional Wriler’s Association, Inc.; and
The Wisconsin Humanilies Council; and

The Wisconsin Arts Board; and

oo o

5. Provide Lhat the Poet Laureate shall be appointed by the Governor to serve
a four (4) year lermy; aud

6. Provide that the Poet Laureate shail have the following purpose and

mission:
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. Contribute to the growth of poetry in'Lhe State by organizingﬁumﬂ
leading onc project ol the Poet Laurcale's choosing, subject to
review by the Commission; and

b Plan and attend at least Tour (4) statewide literary evenls per yecar;
and
c. Perform in al least four (4) government, slale and civil events as

requested by the Governor’s Office, school systems, and/or literary
organizations; and

7. Provide that the Commission shall have the following purpose and
mission:
a. Recommend three (3) candidates for Poet Laureale to the
Governor; and
b. Assign responsibilities to the Poet Laureale; and
c. Assist the Poet Laureate in performing olTicial dulies; and
8. Provide that the Commission shall nominate a Poet Laureale based on the

following:

a. Thal the Poet Laureale be |8 years of age or older; and

b. That the Poet Laureate have demonslraled excellence in promoling
awvareness and enjoymenl ol poetry in Wisconsin; and

c. Thal the Poet Laureate have an admirable and proven history of
having published individual poems and/or books; and

d. Thal lhe Poet Laureate be a resident of Wisconsin [lor at feast one

year prior o (he nomination deadline; and

9. Direct llie Secrelary of the Department ol Administralion to provide lhe
Comumission and Poetl Laureale with administrative and support services
and with such sums of money that are necessary for travel and operating
expenses in accordance with section 20.505(3)(a) of lhe Wisconsin
Statules; and

0. Direct the Connnission 1o make an annual report lo the Governor on the
aclivities ol the Poel Laureate.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, 1 have
hereunto set my hand and caused the
Great Seal of the State of Wisconsin
to be alfixed. Done al the Capitol in
the Cily of Madison lhis Thirly-first
day of July in the year lwo thousand.

G. THOMPSO
Governor

By thie Governor:
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DOUGHAS LA FOLL
Secrelapy of State




