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Wisconsin Statutory Authority 
 
Section 29.014(1), Stats., directs the department to establish and maintain any bag limits and conditions 
governing the taking of fish that will conserve the fish supply and ensure the citizens of this state 
continued opportunities for good fishing.  
 
Section 29.041, Stats., provides that the department may regulate fishing on and in all interstate boundary 
waters and outlying waters. 
 
Section 29.053 (2), Stats., authorizes the department to regulate fishing in the state as a whole, in counties 
or parts of counties, and in lakes and streams or parts of lakes and streams. 
 
Federal Authority 
 
No federal regulations apply.  States possess inherent authority to manage the fishery and wildlife 
resources within their boundaries, except insofar as preempted by federal treaties and laws, including 
regulations established in the Federal Register. 
 
Comparison of Adjacent States 
  
Individual state or provincial agencies are responsible for managing fisheries within their state 
boundaries, and each jurisdiction has its own decision-making process. However, all states and provinces 
that border a Great Lake are signatory to the Joint Strategic Plan for Management of Great Lakes 
Fisheries and have collaboratively developed Fish Community Objectives for each of the Great Lakes 
through their individual Lake Committees.  
 
State agencies work together through the Lake Committee process to ensure that Great Lakes 
management actions are communicated and discussed among the state and provincial jurisdictions. The 
Lake Michigan Committee has the following membership: one representative from each state (Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Illinois, and Indiana) and one representative from the Chippewa-Ottawa Resource Authority. 
 
Lake trout harvest, seasons, and refuges were established by each agency to maximize the chances that 
the lakewide rehabilitation objectives set for lake trout were achievable.  
 
Court Decisions Directly Relevant 
 
None 
 
Analysis of the Rule - Rule Effect - Reason for the Rule 
 
This rule would restore the continuous open season for lake trout on outlying waters of Lake Michigan and 
Green Bay, as well as remove the 2021 sunset on the daily bag limit of five for lake trout so that a daily bag 
limit of five in total for trout and salmon (where all five may be lake trout) will be in place long term.  No 
changes will be made to the lake trout regulations in the Mid-Lake Reef Complex, which has a closed 
season for lake trout.  This rule provides good harvest opportunities for lake trout that will benefit 
recreational anglers while helping to keep lake trout and salmon populations in balance with the alewife 
prey base.  While recreational lake trout harvest remains below safe harvest limits, a continuous season and 
daily bag limit of five allows anglers to keep more lake trout when they encounter areas with high densities 



of lake trout, or when salmon fishing is slow. 
 
Agency Procedures for Promulgation 
 
The department will hold a public hearing in summer 2021.  The hearing will be followed by Board 
adoption in October followed by a request for the governor’s signature and legislative review. 
 
Description of any Forms (attach copies if available) 
 
This rule does not create or modify any forms. 
 
Name and Telephone Number of Agency Contacts 
  
Meredith Penthorn, Fisheries Management policy specialist, 608-316-0080 

 
  


