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State of Wisconsin  

Department of Workforce Development 

Division of Workforce Solutions 

 

DWD 55 
Day Care Certification 

 
The Wisconsin Department of Workforce Development proposes an order to repeal DWD 

55.04(3)(f), 55.05(4), and 55.08(2)(h); to renumber DWD 55.05(5), 55.08(1)(b)1., 55.08(1)(b)2., 
55.08(8)(a)4., 55.08(8)(a)5., and 55.08(8)(a)6.; to renumber and amend DWD 55.06; to amend 

DWD 55.02(1), 55.02(4m), 55.04(3)(b), 55.04(5)(a), 55.04(7)(b)2.c., 55.04(7)(b)2.d., 55.04(9), 
55.05(1), 55.05(2), 55.08(1)(a)3., 55.08(1)(b)2.a., 55.08(2)(c)(intro), 55.08(2)(c)2., 
55.08(2)(c)3., 55.08(2)(d), 55.08(2)(e), 55.08(2)(f), 55.08(2)(g), 55.08(2)(k), 55.08(5)(i), Table 

55.08(5)(i), 55.08(7)(b), 55.08(8)(a)2., 55.08(8)(a)3., 55.08(8)(a)5., 55.08(12)(c), and 
55.08(12)(f)(intro); to repeal and recreate DWD 55.05(3); and to create 55.02(3m), 55.04(6)(c), 

55.04(7)(b)2.h., 55.04(7)(b)3.d., 55.06(1)(d), 55.06(1)(e), 55.06(1)(f), 55.06(1)(g), 55.06(1)(h), 
55.06(2), 55.06(3), 55.08(1)(b)1., 55.08(1)(b)2., 55.08(2)(cm), 55.08(2)(e)1., 55.08(1)(b)2., 
55.08(2)(cm), 55.08(2)(e)1., 55.08(2)(e)2., 55.08(2)(e)3., 55.08(2)(o), 55.08(4)(i), 55.08(4)(j), 

55.08(7)(d), 55.08(7)(e),55.08(7)(f), 55.08(7)(g), 55.08(7)(h), 55.08(7)(i), 55.08(7)(j), 
55.08(8)(a)4., 55.08(8)(a)8., 55.08(9)(d), 55.08(9)(e), 55.08(11)(c), 55.08(11)(d), 55.08(12)(g), 
55.08(12)(h), and 55.08(12)(i), relating to day care certification. 

 

 

Analysis Prepared by the Department of Workforce Development 
 

Statutory authority: ss. 49.155(1d)(a), as amended by 2001 Wisconsin Act 16, and 

227.11, Stats. 
Statutes interpreted: ss. 49.155 and 48.651, Stats. 

 

The proposed rules amend the certification requirements for child care providers who 

provide care and supervision of children whose care is subsidized under s. 49.155, Stats.  
 
Training on SIDS prevention. The rules incorporate the requirement in 2001 Wisconsin Act 

16 that all certified providers and their employees and volunteers receive training in the most 
current medically accepted methods of preventing sudden infant death syndrome if they will be 

providing care and supervision for children under one year of age. The provider, employee, or 
volunteer must receive this training before the provider is certified or the employment or 
volunteer work commences.  

 
Certification process. The rules on the certification process are amended to require that the 

applicant’s references not be related to the applicant. The county or tribal certification agency 
shall check references prior to granting the initial certification and may check references at 
certification renewal. The results of the TB test that is required prior to certification may be from 

a test given up to one year before the application date. The county or tribal agency will conduct 
an on-site inspection of the place where child care will be provided before certification or within 

30 days following certification, recertification, or a provider’s move to a new location. If the 



 2 

applicant has a separate license or certification to care for children or adults, such as foster care 
or adult care, the county or tribal agency will request a statement from the appropriate regulating 

agency indicating that the regulating agency approves a child care business in the applicant’s 
home. The request shall include a request for permission for the licensed or certified caregiver to 
release information necessary for criminal history record search for residents and clients in the 

applicant’s home. The county or tribal certification agency shall provide information on child 
care and the certification system to applicants prior to initial certification. The information shall 

include materials on sudden infant death syndrome, child development, positive discipline, 
health and safety, and nutrition. The proposed rules also create a requirement that all new 
workers in a child care certification agency complete the department-approved training during 

the first 6 months of employment. 
 

Certification denial, suspension, revocation, or refusal to renew. The proposed rules 
create additional reasons for which a county or tribal agency may deny, suspend, or revoke, or 
refuse to renew certification and discontinue payment, including the provider submits false 

attendance records to the child care subsidy administrative agency, the provider fails to 
cooperate with the certifying agency, the applicant’s license or certificate to care for children or 

adults has been denied or revoked, the provider misrepresents or withholds information, or the 
provider denies the day care certification worker access to the premises to monitor compliance 
with the certification standards. The certifying agency shall require a provider to submit a new 

application for certification if the provider’s previous certification was denied, revoked, or not 
renewed. The certifying agency may refuse to accept a new application for 2 years after the date 

of the denial, revocation, or refusal to renew the certification. A provider whose certification has 
been revoked twice for non-compliance with the certification standards shall be permanently 
barred from certification.  

 
Level I training. The proposed rule specifies that the 15 hours of child care training that 

regular Level I certified providers receive shall include information on child growth and 
development, positive discipline, child abuse and neglect, interpersonal relationships, daily 
schedule, health and safety, sudden infant death syndrome, business practices, and nutrition. 

 
Provider’s home. The standards for the provider’s home are amended to provide that 

firearms and ammunition shall be stored in separate, locked areas that are inaccessible to the 
children. Concrete and asphalt shall be prohibited under climbing equipment, swings, and slides. 
In-ground pools, on-ground pools with rigid sides, hot tubs, and large outdoor trampolines may 

not be used during hours of care and shall be inaccessible to children by use of a permanent 
barrier or other preventive measure. Wading pools may be used if the water is changed daily and 

the pool is disinfected daily. “Wading pool” is defined as a shallow pool, capable of being 
dumped to change water, and used primarily for small children. Pets that may pose any risk to 
the children shall be restricted from indoor and outdoor areas used for day care. The certifying 

agency may prohibit the use of a cellular phone as a primary phone. If a cellular phone is used as 
a primary phone, it shall be operational during the hours of child care. If the child care is 

provided in a rental property, the provider shall obtain permission from his or her landlord to 
operate a child care business. The requirement that water be tested for lead when a public water 
supply is not available is repealed because it has been found to be unnecessary and is not 

required of licensed child care providers. 
 

Child health care. The standards on child health care are amended to require that the 
provider change a child’s diaper on an easily cleanable surface that is cleaned with soap and 
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water and a disinfectant solution after each use. The provider shall clean a child’s superficial 
wound with soap and water only and protect it with a band-aid or bandage. 

 
Supervision. The standards on supervision are amended to require that the provider’s 

attendance records include the arrival and departure times for each child and that attendance 

records are stored at least 3 years. 
 

Provider interaction with children. The standards on a provider’s interaction with the 
children are amended to specify the following: 

 Prohibited discipline that is frightening to a child includes binding or trying to restrict the 

child’s movement or enclosing the child in a confined space such as a closet, basement, 
locked room, box, or similar cubicle.  

 The provider shall provide positive guidance and redirection for the children and set clear 
limits for the children.  

 The provider shall help each child develop self-control, self-esteem, and respect for the 
rights of others.  

 The provider may not use time-out periods that exceed 5 minutes. For purposes of this 
paragraph, a “time-out” is an interruption of unacceptable behavior by the removal of the 

child from the situation. 

 The provider may not punish a child for lapses in toilet training.  

 The provider shall respond promptly to a crying infant or toddler’s needs. 

 The provider shall provide physical contact and attention to each infant and toddler 

throughout the day, including holding, rocking, talking to, singing to, and taking on 
walks inside and outside the home. 

 The provider shall periodically change the position and location in the room of a non-

walking child who is awake. 
 

Children’s activities. The standards on children’s activities and equipment are amended to 
clarify that the requirement that each child engage in outdoor activities daily, weather permitting, 

includes infants and toddlers. The provider shall encourage each child to play with a variety of 
toys and equipment. Activities shall include opportunities for each child to be involved in a 
variety of activities during a week, including opportunities for play that enhance creativity, 

language development, use of large and small motor skills, and imagination. Activities shall also 
include reading to the children each day. There shall be opportunities for a non-walking child 

who can creep or crawl to move freely in a safe, clean, open, warm, and uncluttered area during 
each day. 
 

Transporting children. The standards on transporting children are amended to require that a 
provider ensure that a written permission slip signed by a parent or guardian is on file and 

children are not left unattended in a vehicle.  
 

Rest. The standards on rest are amended to require that each infant be placed to sleep on his 

or her back to reduce the risk of sudden infant death syndrome, unless otherwise directed by the 
child’s physician. All sleeping arrangements for children under one year of age shall use firm 

mattresses and may not use soft bedding materials, such as comforters, pillows, fluffy blankets, 
or stuffed toys. A safe crib or playpen shall be available for each child under one year of age to 
use for napping. 
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Provider–parent communication. The standards on provider-parent communication are 
amended to require that the provider use information obtained on the department-provided “day 

care intake for child under 2 years” form, which collects essential information for infants and 
toddlers, to individualize the program of care for each child under 2 years of age. The provider 
shall inform a child’s parent of any disciplinary action taken or any injury to the child that 

occurred during day care hours. The provider shall also inform the parent in writing whether the 
premises are covered by a day care liability insurance policy. 

 
Monitoring compliance. The provider shall permit a day care certification worker to 

conduct home inspections to monitor compliance with the certification standards. 
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SECTION 1. DWD 55.02 (1) is amended to read: 

DWD 55.02(1) “Agency” has the same meaning as ‘‘county or tribal agency.” 

 
SECTION 2. DWD 55.02 (3m) is created to read:  

DWD 55.02 (3m) “Complaint” means an alleged violation of s. DWD 55.08 or 55.09. 

 
SECTION 3. DWD 55.02 (4) is amended to read: 

DWD 55.02 (4) “County or tribal agency” means a county department of social services 

established under s. 46.215 or 46.22, Stats., or a county department of human services established 

under s. 46.23, Stats., and includes or a tribal agency.    

 

SECTION 4. DWD 55.02 (4m) is created to read: 

DWD 55.02 (4m) “Day care certification worker” means a person employed by a county, a 

governing body of a federally-recognized American Indian tribe, or an agency under contract 

with a county or tribe whose duties include determination of eligibility for day care certification. 

 

SECTION 5. DWD 55.04 (3)(b) is amended to read: 

DWD 55.04 (3)(b) References. The applicant shall submit with the application the names and 

addresses of at least two persons, not related to the applicant, who can attest to the applicant’s 

good character and ability to care for children. The county or tribal agency shall require 

references of all applicants and shall contact references by phone or letter before certifying an 

applicant prior to granting initial certification.  

 

SECTION 6. DWD 55.04 (3)(f) is repealed.   

 

SECTION 7. DWD 55.04 (5) (a) and (b) are amended to read: 

DWD 55.04 (5) (a) Level I, regular,(regular) certification. Level I, regular, (regular) 

certification may be issued only after the provider has demonstrated compliance with all 

certification standards including training. Level I, regular, (regular) certification shall be for a 

period of 2 years and shall be renewed upon application if the provider continues to comply with 

the certification standards under s. DWD 55.08 or 55.09. A provider is not eligible to be issued 

Level I, regular, certification if the provider is related to all the children in the provider’s care.  

(b) Level II, or provisional, (provisional) certification. Level II, or provisional, (provisional) 

certification may be issued only after the provider has demonstrated compliance with all certification 

standards under s. DWD 55.08, except standards for training under s. DWD 55.08 (1) (b). Level II, or 
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provisional, (provisional) certification shall be for a period of 2 years and shall be renewed upon 

application if the provider continues to comply with the certification standards, except standards for 

training under s. DWD 55.08 (1) (b). 

 

SECTION 8. DWD 55.04 (6) (c) is created to read: 

DWD 55.04 (6) (c) The county or tribal agency shall ensure that each new day care 

certification worker completes the department-approved certification training during the first 6 

months of employment. 

 

SECTION 9. DWD 55.04 (7)(b)2.c. is amended to read: 

DWD 55.04 (7)(b)2.c. Provide orientation for information on child care and the certification 

system to applicants for prior to initial certification to explain how the certification system 

works. The information shall include materials on sudden infant death syndrome, child 

development, positive discipline, health and safety, and nutrition.  

Note: Contact Wisconsin Child Care Information Center at 1-800-362-7353 for information on available materials.  

 

SECTION 10. DWD 55.04 (7)(b)2.d. is amended to read: 

DWD 55.04 (7)(b)2.d. Conduct an on-site inspection of the place where child care will be 

provided before certification or within 30 days following initial certification, of the place where 

child care will be provided by a provider who has applied for certification or has been certified 

recertification, or a provider’s move to a new location.  

 

SECTION 11. DWD 55.04 (7)(b)2.h. is created to read:  

DWD 55.04 (7)(b)2.h. Request a statement from the appropriate regulating agency 

indicating that the regulating agency approves a child care business in the applicant’s home if the 

applicant has a separate license or certification to care for children or adults, including foster 

care or adult care. The request shall include a request for permission for the licensed or certified 

caregiver to release information necessary for a criminal history record search for residents and 

clients in the applicant’s home.  

 

SECTION 12. DWD 55.04(7)(b)3.d. is created to read: 

DWD 55.04(7)(b)3.d.  Update provider references at certification renewal.  
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SECTION 13. DWD 55.04(9) is amended to read: 

DWD 55.04(9) CERTIFICATION DECISION AFTER BACKGROUND REVIEW. The 

county or tribal agency shall conduct background reviews in accordance with s. 48.685, Stats. 

For guidance in resolving issues that arise in particular cases, the county or tribal agency shall 

follow ch. HFS 12, and the crimes table incorporated into ch. HFS 12, and shall apply the 

standards which that apply to licensed day care facilities. 

 

SECTION 14. DWD 55.05 (1) is amended to read: 

DWD 55.05 (1) The county or tribal agency shall follow the requirements for criminal 

history and child abuse record search that are contained in s. 48.685, Stats., and ch. HFS 12, and 

the crimes table incorporated into ch. HFS 12, and shall apply the standards which that apply to 

licensed day care facilities, except the county or tribal agency shall require any prospective or 

current employe employee, contractor under the control of the certified day care provider, or 

nonclient resident who has or is expected to have access to clients to submit the completed 

background information form to the county or tribal agency. In applying the provisions relating 

to rehabilitation decisions, all decisions and review procedures shall be made and conducted by 

the county or tribal agency. 

 

SECTION 15. DWD 55.05 (2) is amended to read: 

DWD 55.05 (2) Each county or tribal agency shall maintain its records concerning each 

person who is denied a whose certificate due to the review of background information is denied, 

revoked, or not renewed for a reason specified in s. 48.685 (4m)(a) 1. to 5., Stats. The county or 

tribal agency shall report this information to the department’s office of child care. The county or 

tribal agency shall immediately report the receipt of an application for rehabilitation review and 

the results of each rehabilitation review to the office of legal counsel of the department of health 

and family services. 

 

SECTION 16. DWD 55.05 (3) is repealed and recreated to read: 

DWD 55.05 (3) The county or tribal agency may deny, suspend, revoke, or refuse to renew 

certification and discontinue payment for care if the certified day care operator, day care 

program employee, provider, assistant to the provider, substitute provider, or person living in the 

family day care provider’s home is the subject of a court finding that the person has abandoned 

his or her child; has inflicted emotional damage or sexual or physical abuse on a child; or has 
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neglected or refused, for reasons other than poverty, to provide necessary care, food, clothing, 

medical or dental care, or shelter so as to seriously endanger the physical health of a child.  

 

SECTION 17. DWD 55.05 (4) is repealed. 

 

SECTION 18. DWD 55.05 (5) is renumbered DWD 55.06 (1). 

 

SECTION 19. DWD 55.06 is renumbered DWD 55.06 (4) and, as renumbered, is amended 

to read: 

DWD 55.06 (4) APPEAL. If a county or tribal agency denies, suspends, revokes or refuses to 

renew a certification, the county or tribal agency shall notify the provider in writing and give reasons 

for the action. The action is reviewable pursuant to ch. 68, Stats., which provides for 

administrative review of the decisions of local agencies. Tribal agencies shall use an appeal 

process equivalent to the process in ch. 68, Stats. 

 
SECTION 20. DWD 55.06 (1) (d), (e), (f), (g), (h) are created to read: 

DWD 55.06 (1) (d) The provider submits false attendance records to the child care subsidy 

administrative agency.  

DWD 55.06 (1) (e) The provider fails to cooperate with the certifying agency. 

DWD 55.06 (1)(f) The applicant’s license or certificate to care for children or adults has 

been denied or revoked. 

DWD 55.06 (1)(g) The provider misrepresents or withholds information.  

DWD 55.06 (1)(h) The provider denies the day care certification worker access to the 

premises to monitor compliance with the certification standards. 

 

SECTION 21. DWD 55.06 (2) and (3) are created to read: 

DWD 55.06 (2) The certifying agency shall require a provider to submit a new application 

for certification if the provider’s previous certification was denied, revoked, or not renewed for a 

reason in s. DWD 55.05 or s. DWD 55.06 (1). The certifying agency may refuse to accept a new 

application for 2 years after the date of the denial, revocation, or refusal to renew the 

certification. 

DWD 55.06 (3) A provider whose certification has been revoked twice for noncompliance 

with the certification standards in s. DWD 55.08 or 55.09 shall be permanently barred from 

certification.  
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SECTION 22. DWD 55.08 (1) (a)3. is amended to read: 

DWD 55.08 (1) (a)3. A provider shall demonstrate that he or she is free from tuberculosis 

prior to certification. The agency may accept results of a test administered up to 12 months 

before the application date. 

 
SECTION 23. DWD 55.08 (1) (b)1. is renumbered DWD 55.08(1)(b)2.a., and, as 

renumbered, is amended to read: 

DWD 55.08 (1)(b)2.a. A Level I (regular) certified provider under s. DWD 55.04 (5) (a) 

shall have completed 15 hours of child care training approved by the county or tribal agency 

responsible for certification prior to Level I (regular) certification. The training shall include 

information on child growth and development, positive discipline, child abuse and neglect, 

interpersonal relationships, daily schedule, health and safety, sudden infant death syndrome, 

business practices, and nutrition. 

 

SECTION 24. DWD 55.08 (1) (b)1. is created to read: 

DWD 55.08 (1) (b)1. ‘Level I (regular) and Level II (provisional).’ All providers and all 

employees, substitutes, and volunteers of a provider who provide care and supervision for 

children under one year of age shall receive training in the most current medically accepted 

methods of preventing sudden infant death syndrome before the date on which the provider is 

certified or the employment or volunteer work commences.  

 

SECTION 25. DWD 55.08 (1)(b)2. is renumbered DWD 55.08 (1)(b)2.b. 

 

SECTION 26. DWD 55.08 (1)(b)2.(intro) is created to read: 

DWD 55.08(1)(b)2. ‘Level I (regular).’ The following apply to Level I (regular) certified 

providers: 

 

SECTION 27. DWD 55.08 (2) (c) (intro), 55.08 (2) (c) 2., and 55.08 (2) (c) 3. are amended to 

read: 

DWD 55.08 (2) (c) The home shall be free of hazards and the following items that shall be 

kept inaccessible to the children include, but are not limited to, the following: 

2. Cleaning supplies, poisons, and insecticides. 

3. Guns, ammunition, knives, scissors, and sharp objects. 
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SECTION 28. DWD 55.08 (2) (cm) is created to read: 

DWD 55.08 (2) (cm) Fire arms and ammunition materials shall be stored in separate, locked 

areas that are inaccessible to children. 

 

SECTION 29. DWD 55.08 (2) (d) and 55.08 (2) (e)(intro) are amended to read: 

DWD 55.08 (2) (d) Indoor and outdoor areas used for child care shall include sufficient 

space for play and for activities which that meet the developmental needs of the children in care. 

DWD 55.08 (2) (e) Outdoor play areas shall be free of hazards and shall be fenced or the 

provider shall take special measures to ensure the safety of the children., including the following: 

 

SECTION 30. DWD 55.08 (2) (e) 1., 55.08 (2) (e) 2., and 55.08 (2) (e) 3. are created to read: 

DWD 55.08 (2) (e) 1. Concrete and asphalt shall be prohibited under climbing equipment, 

swings, and slides. 

DWD 55.08 (2) (e) 2. In-ground pools, on-ground pools with rigid sides, hot tubs, and large 

outdoor trampolines may not be used during hours of care and shall be inaccessible to children 

by use of a permanent barrier or other preventive measure. 

DWD 55.08 (2) (e) 3. Wading pools may be used if the water is changed daily and the pool is 

disinfected daily. In this subdivision, “wading pool” means a shallow pool, capable of being 

dumped to change water, and used primarily for small children.  

 
SECTION 31. DWD 55.08 (2) (f) and (g) are amended to read: 

DWD 55.08 (2) (f) Pets that are kept in the home shall be tolerant of children and vaccinated 

against rabies. Pets that may pose any risk to the children shall be restricted from indoor and 

outdoor areas used for day care.  

DWD 55.08 (2) (g) The home shall have at least one telephone in working order with a list of 

emergency numbers posted by each telephone, including numbers for the rescue squad, police, fire 

station, emergency medical care, and poison control center. The certifying agency may prohibit the use 

of a cellular phone as a primary phone. If a cellular phone is used as a primary phone, it shall be 

operational during the hours of child care. 

 
SECTION 32. DWD 55.08 (2) (h) is repealed. 
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SECTION 33. DWD 55.08 (2) (k) is amended to read: 

DWD 55.08 (2) (k) When a public water supply is not available, the water shall be tested and 

found to be bacteriologically safe and to have safe nitrate and lead levels by a laboratory 

certified under 42 CFR 493 (CLIA) prior to or within 3 months of initial certification and at least 

every 2 years. 

 

SECTION 34. DWD 55.08 (2) (o) is created to read: 

DWD 55.08 (2) (o) If the child care is provided in a rental property, the provider shall obtain 

permission from his or her landlord to operate a child care business. 

 
SECTION 35. DWD 55.08 (4) (i) and (j) are created to read: 

DWD 55.08 (4) (i) The provider shall change a child’s diaper on an easily cleanable surface 

that is cleaned with soap and water and a disinfectant solution after each use.  

DWD 55.08 (4) (j) The provider shall clean a child’s superficial wound with soap and water 

only and protect it with a band-aid or bandage. 

 

SECTION 36. DWD 55.08 (5) (i) is amended to read: 

DWD 55.08 (5) (i) The provider shall keep a written record of the daily hours of attendance 

of each child in care, including the arrival and departure time for each child. Attendance records 

shall be kept for at least 3 years.  

 

SECTION 37. DWD Table 55.08 (6) is amended to read: 

Table 55.08 (6) MAXIMUM NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN CERTIFIED DAY CARE 

A. WHEN ALL CHILDREN ARE 2 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER  

 

Related 

Children 

Under 7 

years of 
Age 

 

 

Additional 

Non-

related 

Children 

Under 7 

years of 

age  

Additional 

Children 

Ages 7 to 

11 and 

older 

 

 

Maximum 

Number of 

Children* 

0     3     Additional children   6 

1     3    ages 7 through age  6 

2     3    12 (if special needs  6 

3     3    up to 19) may be cared for  6 

4     2    as long as the maximum  6 

5     1     total number of children  6 

6     0     is not exceeded   6 

 

*The maximum number does not include the provider’s natural, adopted , or foster children 7 years of age and older. 
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B. WHEN CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 2 YEARS ARE PRESENT 

 

Number of Children Under 

2 Years of Age 

 Maximum Number of Children* 

 

0         6 

1         6 

2         6 

3         5 

4         4 

 

*The maximum number does not include the provider’s natural, adopted or foster children 7 years of age and older.  

Note: Under s. 48.65 (1), Stats., if a provider takes care of 4 or more children under the age of 7 who are not related 

to the provider, for compensation, the provider must obtain from the department a license to operate a day care 

center. 

 

SECTION 38. DWD 55.08 (7) (b) is amended to read: 

DWD 55.08 (7) (b) May not hit, spank, pinch, shake or inflict any other form of corporal 

punishment on the child, or use any discipline which that is frightening to the child, including 

binding or trying to restrict the child’s movement or enclosing the child in a confined space such 

as a closet, basement, locked room, box, or similar cubicle.  

 
SECTION 39. DWD 55.08 (7) (d) to (j) are created to read: 

DWD 55.08 (7) (d) Shall provide positive guidance and redirection for the children and set 

clear limits for the children.  

DWD 55.08 (7) (e) Shall help each child develop self-control, self-esteem, and respect for 

the rights of others.  

DWD 55.08 (7) (f) May not use time-out periods that exceed 5 minutes. For purposes of this 

paragraph, a “time-out” is an interruption of unacceptable behavior by the removal of the child 

from the situation. 

DWD 55.08 (7) (g) May not punish a child for lapses in toilet training.  

DWD 55.08 (7) (h) Shall respond promptly to a crying infant or toddler’s needs. 

DWD 55.08 (7) (i) Shall provide physical contact and attention to each infant and toddler 

throughout the day, including holding, rocking, talking to, singing to, and taking on walks inside 

and outside the home. 

DWD 55.08 (7) (j) Shall periodically change the position and location in the room of a non-

walking child who is awake. 



 13 

 
SECTION 40. DWD 55.08 (8)(a)2., and 3. are amended to read: 

DWD 55.08 (8)(a)2. Both indoor and, weather permitting, outdoor activities for each child 

daily, including infants and toddlers. 

DWD 55.08 (8)(a) 3. Opportunities and encouragement for each child to play with a variety 

of toys and equipment.  

 

SECTION 41. DWD 55.08 (8)(a) 4., 5., and 6. are renumbered DWD 55.08(8)(a) 5., 6., and 

7. respectively and as renumbered DWD 55.08 (8)(a) 5. is amended to read: 

 

DWD 55.08 (8)(a) 5. Opportunities for each child to be involved in a variety of activities 

during a week, including opportunities for play that enhance creativity, language development, 

use of large and small motor skills, and imagination.   

 

SECTION 42. DWD 55.08 (8)(a)4. is created to read: 

DWD 55.08 (8)(a) 4. Reading to the children each day. 

 

SECTION 43. DWD 55.08 (8)(a)8. is created to read: 

DWD 55.08 (8)(a) 8. Opportunities for a non-walking child who can creep or crawl to move 

freely in a safe, clean, open, warm, and uncluttered area during each day. 

 
SECTION 44. DWD 55.08 (9) (d) and (e) are created to read:  

DWD 55.08 (9) (d) A written permission slip signed by a parent or guardian is on file.  

DWD 55.08 (9) (e) Children are not left unattended in a vehicle.  

 
SECTION 45. DWD 55.08 (11) (c) and (d) are created to read: 

DWD 55.08 (11) (c)  To reduce the risk of sudden infant death syndrome, each infant shall 

be placed to sleep on his or her back, unless otherwise directed by the child’s physician. All 

sleeping arrangements for children under one year of age shall use firm mattresses and may not 

use soft bedding materials, such as comforters, pillows, fluffy blankets, or stuffed toys.  

DWD 55.08 (11) (d) A safe crib or playpen shall be available for each child under one year 

of age to use for napping. 
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SECTION 46. DWD 55.08 (12) (c) and (f)(intro) are amended to read: 

DWD 55.08 (12) (c) Developing written information which that specifies the charge for child 

care and the expected frequency of payment for the service. 

DWD 55.08 (12) (f)(intro) Using an enrollment form which that includes: 

 

SECTION 47. DWD 55.08 (12) (g), (h), and (i) are created to read: 

DWD 55.08 (12) (g) Using information obtained on the department-provided “day care 

intake for child under 2 years” form, which collects essential information for infants and 

toddlers, to individualize the program of care for each child under 2 years of age. 

DWD 55.08 (12) (h) Informing a child’s parent of any disciplinary action taken or any injury 

to the child that occurred during day care hours. 

DWD 55.08 (12) (i) Informing the parent in writing whether the premises are covered by a 

day care liability insurance policy. 

 
SECTION 48. DWD 55.08 (14) and (15) are created to read: 

DWD 55.08 (14) MANDATORY CHILD ABUSE REPORTING. A provider who has 

reasonable cause to suspect that a child in his or her day care has been abused or neglected or 

that the child has been threatened with abuse or neglect and that abuse or neglect will occur shall 

immediately inform the county social or human services department, local law enforcement, or 

other organization designated in s. 48.981, Stats. 

DWD 55.08 (15) MONITORING COMPLIANCE. The provider shall permit a day care 

certification worker to conduct home inspections to monitor compliance with the certification 

standards. 

 

EFFECTIVE DATE. This rule shall take effect on the first day of the month following publication 

in the Wisconsin administrative register as provided in s. 227.22(2)(intro.), Stats. 

 


