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THE STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CONSERV ATION COMMISSION 

To All Whom These Presents Shall Come: 

I, L. P. Voigt 

Director of the Conservation Commission of the State of Wisconsin, do hereby 

certify that the annexed copy of Conservation Commission Order F -893 

has been compared by me with the original order in my custody and 

on file in the office of the Conservation Commission at Madison, Wisconsin, 

and that the same is a true copy thereof, and of the whole of such original 

order; that said order was duly passed and published as set forth therein. 

In Testimony Whereof, I have hereunto set my 

hand and affixed the Seal of the State Conservation 

Commission of Wisconsin at the State Office Building 
in the City of Madison, this. __ .....::..25.:..::t=h ____ _ 

day of November 19 57 

I:~B~ 
nservation Director 



STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION OF WISCONSIN 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -: 
IN THE i~\TTER of amending sections 
WCD 22.01 i I-JCD 22.04; WCD 22.05 i 
WCD 22.06 (1) and (3); WCD 22.07 (1); 
'IrJCD 22.09 (1) i WCD 22.10; repealing and 
recre3.ting: T,;rCD 22. OJ and ~\TCD 22.11 and 
creating 1-lCD 22.13 of the Hisconsin' 
AdJl,inistrative Code relatin,; to open and 
closed seasons, bag li .i ts, size liH,i ts, 
possession limits and other re6ulations for 
the taking of fish. 
(Io-N"a-HisConsin boundary waters.) 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -. 

Order No. F-893 

ORDER OF THE STATE CONSBRVATION CONHISSION OF 1rJISCON;3IN ADOPTING; .AJ'iIENDING 
OR REPEALING RULES 

Pursuant to authority vested in the State Conservation Commission 
of Wisconsin by sections 29.085 and 29.174, Wis. Stats., the State Conser
vation Commission of Wisconsin hereby adopts, amends and repeals rules 
as follows: 

Section WCD 22.01 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code is amended 
to read: 

WCD 22.01 MISSISSIPPI RIVER BOUNDARY '.,TATER DEFINED. For the purpose 
of hook and line fishing in the MiSSissippi river interstate boundary 
waters to apply to residents of Wisconsin and nonresident hook and line 
fishermen'properly licensed under sections 29.09 and 29.14, 1,.,)"is. Stats., 
all waters from the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy railroad tracks on 
the east ~ide of the i~ssis@ppi~r and extending west from said railroad 
tracksto that part of the river following the boundaries between the states 
of Wisconsin and Iowa shall be defined as interstate boundary waters. 

Section WCD 22.03 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code is repealed 
and recreated to read: 

"reD 22.03 HOOK AND LINE FISHING. The follo't-ring seasons, bag limits 
and other rules. and regulations for hook and line fishing are established. 
The possession lireit for each species shall be the same as the bag limit. 
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: 

Kind of fish Open season Bag limit 
Minimum 

Quantity length 

(1) Lc,.r, 8illUUth J.l1d 

smalfmouth bass ,Continuous 5 No size limit 
e 

(2) \!Jalleye and sauger : Continuous 10 in 
aggregate No size limit 

: 
(J) Northern ;eike : Continuous 5 No size limit 

: 
(4) White bass : Continuous 25 No s,ize limit .. 
(5) CraEpie : Continuous 25 No size limit 

(6) Rock bass : Continuous 25 No size limit 

(?) PUJilpkinE:eed (sunfish), Continuous 25 each No size limit 
ana bluegill 

(B) Perch = : Continuous 25 No size limit 

(9) Catfish : Continuous :No bag limit No size limit 

(10) Bullhead. : Continuous :No bag limit No size limit 

(11) Hackleback 
(sand or 
shovelnosed) 
sturgeon : Gontinuous :No bag limit 25 inches 

(12) Rock sturgeon 'No open season 

(13) Paddlefish 
(spoonbill cat- : 
fish) :No open season -

(14) Rough ;fi.sh and 
eel' : Continuous :No bag limit No size limit == 
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(15) Sale prohibited; exceptions. No such fish shall be sold, 
purchased, bartered, offered for sale or had under control or in 
possession for the purpose of sale or barter ~t any time e~cept legally 
taken and possessed catfish 13 inches or over in the round or 10 inches 
dressed with head off and tail on, tlackleback sturgeon 25 inches or over 
and bullhead. The minimum length for bullhead offered for sale shall 
be 7 inches dressed with head off and tail on or 9 inches in the round. 

Section lr}CD 22.04 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code is amended 
to read: 

.~ WeD 22.04 CRAYFISH. There shall be an open season for the taking 
of crayfish from May 1 to ~arch 1, both dates inclusive, with no bag 
limit and no size limit. 

Section WCD 22.05 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code is amended 
to read: 

WCD 22.05 ROUGH FISH. Rough fish, for the purpose of this 
chapter, shall be defined as follo",rs: carp, dQgfish, redhors8, 
sheepshead, sucker;. eel-pout, garfish, buffalo fish, quillback, mooneye, 
goldeye, shad and turtle. 

Section WCD 22.06 (1) and 0) of the r~jisconsin Administrative Code 
is amended to read: 

l~CD 22.06 HOOK AND LINE FISHING. (1) It shall be unlawful for 
any person to use or operate more than 2 lines or 2 poles with one line 
attached to each pole, and with one bait to each line, excep t that fly 
fishermen may use 2 flies to one line, or with any fish line or lines 
unattended in any of the boundary waters as described in section ""JeD 
22.02'(1). Five lines with one bait to each line may be used for fishing 
through the 'ice. It shall be unlawful for any person to take game fish 
of ariy variety by any means other than with hook and line, except as 
provided in this chapter. or by snagging or by fOUling with any hook 
or by means other than angling or trolling except as otherwise provided 
in this chapter. 

(J) All varieties of rough fj.sh may be taken wi tha hook and line 
throughout the year with no size or bag limit, but no fish shall be taken 
by use of firearms. 

Section HCD 22.07 (1) of the Wisconsin Administrative Code'is, 
amended to read: 

WCD 22.07 SET LINES (TROT LINES). (1) It shall be unlawful for 
any person to set or operate more than 8 set lines (trot lines) with 
not to exceed a total of 50 hooks to each line or 400 hooks in the 
aggrega te attached thereto, for the taking, ca,tching, killing or fishing 
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for catfish 13 inches or over in length. hackleback sturgeon 25 inches 
or over in length, bUllheads. rough fish and eel onlYi size limits 
shall C()ilfcnl to the provlSlcns of section I"TCD 22.11 (J); in such fishing 
it shall b8 unl'lHful to use any same fish or frog, 8ith8r dead or alive, 
as bait. 

Section WCD 22.09 (1) of the ':Jisconsin Administrative Code is 
amended to read: 

TtJCD 22.09 SET OR BAlH<. rOLES (SET HOOKS). (1) Set or bank poles 
(set hooks) may be used for the taking, catching, killing or fishing 
for catfish 13 inches or over. hackleback sturgeon 25 inches or over in 
length, bullheads, rough fish and eel only, during the period of time 
extending from May 1 to the next succeeding October 31; size limits shall 
conform to the provisions of section r.veD 22.11 (3). In such fishing it 
shall be unlawful to use any game fish or frog, either dead or alive, as 
bait. 

Section WCD 22.10 of the ~isconsin Administrative Code is amended 
to read: 

WCD 22.10 USE OF SPEARS. It shall be unlawful for any person 
to use a spear or bow and arrow in any manner at any time for the 
purpose of taking, catching, or killing any game fish of any variety, 
or to have in possession or under control any fish spear or bow and 
arrow in a fish house (shanty). Rough fish may be taken by means of 
spears or bow and arrow in the daytime only. 

Section l:JCD 22.11 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code is 
repealed and recreated to read: 

WCD 22.11 USE OF NETS. (1) All commercial fishermen conducting 
fishing operations shall comply with the provisions of 29.34, 29.37 
or 29.343, 1,Jis. stats., whichever applies. It 'shall be lawful for any 
person properly licensed to use the following type nets for the taking 
of all species of fish as listed under paragraph (3). 

(2) 

Type net Season 

Seine All year 

Specifications 

Any dimensions 
Any size mesh 

Restrictions on use 

No fishing on Sundays or 
legal holidays except from 
the time the ice goes out 
until May 1st. 

No night fishing except as 
provided in WeD 22.11 (11). 

No operations within 900 
feet of any dam on the 
Mississippi river. 
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Type net 

tluffalo 
net 

Bait net 

Frame 
net 

Season 

All year 

All year 

Closed 
season 
May 15 to 
Sept. 15 
inclusive 

Specifications Restrictions on use 

Any dimensions Bust be raised and emptied 
Any size mesh once. each 48-hour period 

unless a longer period is 
granted by the Wisconsin 
Conservation Commission or 
its agents. 

Any size mesh 
Not over four 
foot hoop front: 

Any size mesh 
not over 4 X 
8 foot hoop 
front with a 
single lead 

No operations within 900 
feet of any dam on the 
Mississippi river. 

Bust be used without lead 
or leads. Must be raised 
and emptied once, except 
for ba i t, each 48-hour 
period unless a long~r 
period is granted by the 
Wisconsin Conservation 
Commission or its agents. 

No operations ~~thin 900 
feet of any dam on the 
Mississippi river. 

Must be raised and emptied 
once each 48-hour period 
unless a longer period is 
granted by the Wisconsin 
Conservation Commission or 
its agents. 

No operations within 900 
feet of any dam on the 
Mississippi river. 

(3) A commercial fishing seaEon with nets is hereby established 
for persons properly licensed pursuant to section 29.34, vIis. stats •• 
as follows: 

Kind of fish Open season 

(a) Bullhead No closed season 

(b) Buffalo No closed season 

Ninimum length 

-9 inches in the round 
7 inches dressed 

15 inches 

= 
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Kind of fish 

(c) Carp 

Cd) Catfish 

(e) Dop:fish 

(f) Garfish 

(g) Quillback 

(h) Redhorse 

Hackleback 

Open season 

:No closed season 

:No closed season 

:No closed season 

:No closed season 

:No closed season 

:No closed season 

: (j) 
(sand or sho'\Tel-: 
nosed) sturgeon :No closed season 

(k) Shee]2shead :No closed season 

(m) Sucker :No closed season 

(n) .i'1oone;z:e, gold-
eye, shad :No closed season 

(0) Turtle :No closed season 

(p) Eel :No closed season 

Minimum lepgth 

None 

13 inches in the round 
10 inches with head off' 

and tail on 

None 

None 

None 

12 inches 

25 inches 

No size limit 

12 inches 

None 

None 

None 

All others. The taking of all other types of fish not mentioned 
in this section or under the minimum length or weight pl'6scribed in 
this section is prohibited. 

; 

(4) Gill nets with a mesh of seven inches stretch measure may be 
used at all times for the taking of rough fish and catfish l]-·inches or 
over. Such measurements shall a[Jply to net meshes vJhen in use and no 
allowance shall be made for shrinkage due to any cauE's.' i._II gill nets 

. shall be lifted and emptied of fish at least once in every 48·~hour period 
when set in open water and :3.t least once in every 96-hour period when set 
under the iCG, unless a lon;:::;er period is granted by the IATisconsin 
Conservation CODMission or its agents. 

(5) No net or nets may be used or operated in any waters within 
900 feet below any dam on the I1ississippi river. 
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(6) The I:Jisconsin Conservation Commission may at its discretion 
require supervision of cOfmuercial fishing operations and said Commission 
may require the op~rators of such nets to pay for supervision 
individually or in groups in the manner they deem advisable, and said 
Commission shall fi,x the amount to be paid each supervising warden. 
The State Conservation Commission'may also allow at any time one 
supervising warden for as Dlanyseine, hoop net, frame net (wing net), fyke 
net or gill net operations as it deems advisable. 

(7) The State Conservation Corr~ission or its agents may also 
require at any time any operator of any seine, gill net, buffalo net, 
frame net, bait net and basket trap (slat net) to cease the fishing 
operations of such net or nets when said commission finds these 
operations are proving destructive to game fishpr for any other good 
or valid reason. ~ 

(8) The use or operation of all other nets excepting those mentioned 
in this chapter is prohibited in these waters at all times. 

(9) Basket traps (slat nets) not more than 6 feet in length and 
not more than 72 inches in circumference, overaJl dimensions , and with 
one end thereof closed with webbing of a mesh not less than one and 
one-fourth inches bar or square measure may be used for the taking of 
rough fish, bullhead 9 inches or over and catfish 13 inches or over 
during that period of time extending from May 1 to the next succeeding 
October 31 and shall be equipped with a metal tag as prescribed in 
section 29.343, 'His. stats. Such webbing shall be attached in such 
manner that the length, depth or width of each mesh is not decreased. 
Licenses for such basket traps (slat nets) shall be obtained pursuant 
to section 29.343, Wis. Stats. All such nets mentioned above must be 
lifted at least once in every 48-hour period, unless a longer period is 
granted by the Wisconsin Conservation CODunission or its agents. 

(10) It shall be lawful for any person licensed pursuant to 
section 29.343 (3), T"Jis. Stats., to use a trammel net not more than 
300 feet in length and with a mesh of any size for the taking of fish 
as set forth in section WCD G2.l1 (3). Such trammel nets may be used 
in that part of the Mississippi river between the states of Iowa and 
Wisconsin under the jurisdiction of the state of 1rJisconsin which lies 
within the navigation channel as established by the United states Hal' 
Departmenti in Twelve hile (Cassville) slough. state Line slough and 
Hurricane Chute in Grant county. Such tramrnel nets ,may be used in a 
drifting manner only. It shall be unlawful for any person to use or 
opera te any trammel net in any manner except as<J;.iprovided in this 
section. 

(11) No net or nets or setlines of any kind shall be lifted, 
hauled or drawn in any manner between one-half hour after sunset and 
one hour before sunrise of the following morning, except for the purpose 
of completing a seine haul with the permission of the supervisor nor 
shall any net. except a trammel net be used in a drifting manner. 
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(12) , All fishermen licensed under the prov~s~ons of sections 
29.34, 29.37 and 29.343, l~is. Stats., shall report to the Conservation 
Conmlission on blanks to be furnished by the Commission, detailed 
information regarding their activities which shall include the number 
of pounds and varieties of fish taken, amounts returned to the water 
and any other infornlation pertaining to commercial fishing activities 
required by the Conservation Commission. 

(13) No licensed commercial fisherman or any member of his crew 
or any person in his boat shall have in his possession any panfish or 
game fish or sport angling equipment while operating licensed commercial 
gear I including' set lines, N l'1"hile traveling to or from the operation of 
such gear. I 

Section 'NCD 22.13 of the 1117isconsin Administrative Code is created 
to read: 

vJCD 22.13 RECIPROCITY. HOOK ,'-ND LINE FISHING. All residents of 
Wisconsin and Iowa holding a resident hook and line fishing license from 
their respective states, or residents of states other than Wisconsin 
and Iowa holding a hook and line fishing license issued by either state 
may fish in any of the waters lying between the Chicago, Hihvaukee and 
St. Paul railway tracks on the Iowa side of the river and the Chicago, 
Burlington and Quincy railway tracks lying on the Wisconsin side of th6 
river during the open season for hook and line fishing. This reciprocity 
does not apply to clammers or commercial gear operators. 

The rules contained herein shall take effect on January 1, 1958. 

Dated October JJ 1957 

APPROVED: 

/ s/ Vernon vI. Thomson 
Governor 

11-18-57 
Date 

10-18-57 
tab 

STATE CONSERVATION COMHISSION OF ~,JISCONSIN 

By 

/s/ L. P. Voigt 
Conservation Director 

~-=-.~ 
."---,.;;:7 


