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lHVD 5.01 Definition. (Statutory) "School bus" means a motol' 
vehicle which transpoits children to or from a public or pl'ivate school 
01· which transpol'ts school groups engaged in extra-CUl'l'icular activi­
ties to or from points designated by such schools, but does not include: 

(1) A motor vehicle owned or operated by a parent or guardian 
transporting only his own children, regardless of whether the school 
has made a contract with or paid compensation to such parent or 
guardian fol' such transportation; or 

(2) A vehicle having a seating capacity of fewel' than 10 persons, 
including the operator, and used in casual, occasional or reciprocal 
tl'ansportation of school children and not under contract. 

History: 1-2-56 ; r. a nd recr. Register, December, 1958, No. 36, eff. 
1-1- 59; am. Register, July, 1960, No. 55, eff. 8-1-GO. 

Subchapter I 

DRIVER REQUIREMENTS 

MVD 5.02 School bus operator's license. No person shall operate a 
school bus without having fi rst applied for and received a school bus 
operator's license as provided by section 343.12, Wis. Stats. Appli­
cation for such license must be made to the Motor Vehi cle Depart­
ment, Madison 2, Wisconsin, or to an authorized department repre­
sentative. (The law prohibits issuance of a school bus driver's license 
to any person who is less than 21 years of age.) 

History: 1-2-56; am. Register, August, 1957, No. 20 , eff. 9-1-57; r. and 
r ecr . Register, December, 1958, No. 36, eff. 1-1-59. 
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18 MOTOR VEHICLE DEPARTMENT 

MVD 5.03 Moral character. School bus drivers shall be of good 
moral character. No person shall be employed as a school bus driver 
who shall have been convicted of a felony or any offense against 
public morals, or within 2 years after being convicted of any of the 
following offenses while driving a motor vehicle: 

(1) Manslaughter ; 
(2) Driving a motor vehicle while under the influence of liquor or 

llabit forming drugs; 
(3) Failure to stop, disclose identity and render assistance when 

involved in a motor vehicle accident; 
( 4) Reckless driving. 

MVD 5.04 Physical qualifications. School bus operators must be in 
good physical condition, possessing at least 20/ 40 vision either 
normally or corrected, in each eye, and having a minimum horizontal 
form field of 70 degrees in each eye ; having normal ability to hear 
the spoken voice; and possessing full, natural use of both hands, and 
full, natural use of the foot normally employed to operate the foot 
brake and foot accelerator. 

Hl11tory1 1-2-56; r . and recr. Regis ter, December, 1958, No. 36, elf. 
1- 1-5 9. 

MVD 5.05 Smoking and use of alcohol. The driver shall not smoke 
or permit smoking when children are transported. The use of alco­
holic beverages by the driver at any time when such use would tend 
to i.n:fluen. e school bus operations shall automatically cancel his con­
tract and his employment for the balance of the year. 

History: 1-2-56; r . and recr. Regis ter, D ecembe r, 1958, No. 36, eff. 
1-1-59. 

MVD 5.06 Maintaining order. Driver shall be responsible for the 
maintenance of or der among children being transported, and shall 
promptly report any misconduct to the proper school authorities or 
parents. 

History: 1-2-56; r . and recr. R egister, December, 1958, No. 36, elf. 
1- 1- 59. 

MVD 5.07 Driver test. The Motor Vehicle Department will require 
an applicant for a school bus operator's license to undergo a test 
for the purpose of ascertaining the applicant's ability to operate 
safely a school t r ansportation vehicle, and no person failing to pass 
such examination . shall be permitted to drive any vehicle subject to 
these regulations. 

Hl8tory1 1-2-66; r . and recr. Register, Decembe r, 1958, No. 36, elf. 
1- 1-59. 

MVD 5.08 Checking vehicle. Driver shall check daily the condition 
of the vehicle, giving particular attention to brakes, tires, lights and 
interior cleanliness of the vehicle. 

Hl11tory1 1-2-56; r. and recr. R egister, December, 1958, No. 36, eff. 
1-1-69. 

MVD 5.09 Observing traffic laws. All signs, signals, speed regula­
tions and rules of the road shall be observed at all times. 

1_r.!5:~ry1 1-2-56; r . and recr. Register, December, 1968, No. 36, eff. 

MVD 5.10 Conduct in event of accident. In case of an accident or 
a breakdown, the driver should remain with the vehicle and send 
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