
• 

Replaced RRGISTER, December, 1960 

WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 111 

Chapter WCD 22 

WISCONSIN-IOWA BOUNDARY WATERS 

WCD 22.01 

W CD 22.02 
WCD 22.03 
WCD 22.04 
WCD 22.05 
WCD 22.06 
WCD 22. 07 

Mississippi riv e r 
boundary water de-

WCD 22.08 

fined WCD 22.09 
Seasons; limits WCD 22.10 
Hook and line fishing 
Rough fish 
Use of h ook and line 
Use of spears 
Minnow nets and 

WCD 22.11 

WCD 22.12 

traps / 

) v 

Set lines (trot Jin es ) 
an d set hooks 
Use of nets 
Bo undary, commercial 
fishing 
Reciprocity, hook and 
line fishing 
Illegal fish 

(Sections 29.085 and 29.174, Wis. Stats.) 

WCD 22.01 Mississippi river boundary water defined. For the pur
pose of hook and line fishing in the Mississippi river interstate bound
ary waters to apply to residents of Wisconsin and nonr_,esiclent ho9k 
and line fishermen properly licensed under sections 29':'69 and 29':14, 
Wis. Stats., all waters from the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy rail
road tracks on the east side of the Mississippi river and extending 
west from said railroad tracks to that part of the river following the 
boundaries between the state of Wisconsin and Iowa shall be defined 
as interstate boundary waters. 

Hl1.tory1 1-2-56; am. Register, Decem ber, 1057, No. 24, eff. 1-1-58; a m . 
R egister, Decembe r, 1959, No. 48, eff. 1-1-60. 

WCD 22.02 Seasons, limits. (1) There shall be established and main
tained on the interstate bound:i9 waters between the states of Wis
consin and Iowa which bou~ry wat LS are more particularly de
scribed under section WCD 22.01, the Ol)Cn and closed seasons for the 
taking of the various varieties and species of fish, bag limits, size 
limits, possession limits, and other rules and r egulations as set forth 
her ein. 

(2) A. closed season is established for each variety and species of 
fish named herein extending for the enii 1·e period o'f each year except 
the open season period embrnced within the specified dates both in
clusi.ve; and ex.cept as otherwise expre$i;ly pr ovided, no person or per
sons shall take, cat ·h, kill, or fish for fish of uny varlely at any tim 
othel,' than th open s ason tller efor, nor have hi his possessi n nor 
under his ccmkol any fish in excess of th daily I ag limit or poss s 
sion limi t, nor he.low ·the minim um size limit tharefOI' at any ti.me dur
ing the open season as provirlerl in this chapter. 

(:1) The measurement of length of fish shall I taken in a s m ight 
Line from the tip of the sn,out to the utmost end of the tail fin fu ll y 
ext nd cL 

Hh1tory1 1-2-56; a m. Register, D ecember, 1959, No. 48, eff. 1-1-60. 

WCD 22.03 Hook and line fishing. The following seasons, bag limits 
and other rules an.cl regulations for hook and line fishing are estab
lished. Th possession limit for each species shall be double the daily 
bag limit. 
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Kind of fish Open season 
Daily bag limit 

Minimum 
Quantity length 

(1) LARGEMOUTH AND SMALLMOUTH llASS _ _ Continuous 5 in aggregate No size limit 

(2) WALLEYE AND SAUGEIL ___ __ _ _ __ _ _ ___ Continuous 10 in aggre- No size limit 
gate 

(3) NOHTHEHN PIKE_--- - _____ -- -- - -- ___ Continuous No size limit 

(4) WHITE BASS------ ·----------- Continuous No bag limit No size limit 

(5) CnAPPJE _____________________ __ ____ Continuous No bag limit No size limit 

(6) RocK BASS _____________ _ - ---- - ----- Continuous No bag limit No size limit 

(7) PUMPKINSEED (SUNFISH) AND 
DLUEGILL _ ________ _ ___ _ ___ _ __ .,. ••••• Continuous No bag limit No aize limit 

(8) PERCH ____ 
- -- -- - - - - - - - ------- ---- - Continuous No bag limit No size limit 

(9) CATFISH_ - - - - - - - -- -- ---. --- - -- - --- Continuous No bag limit No size limit 

(10) BULLHEAD. _ -- ... ___ -- _ _ -- _ __ -- _ -- ___ Continuous No bag limit No size limit 

(11) HACKLEBACK (SAND on SHOVEi.NOSED) 
STURGEON __________ __ ____ _ ___ _ _ ____ Continuous No bag limit 25 inches 

(12) RocK STURGEON . -- - --- ----- .... --- -- No open season 
______ .... ___ ------------

(13) p ADDI~EFISH (SPOONBILL CATFISH) __ ___ No open season ------------- ------------
(14) ROUGH FISH _________ -- ..................... Continuous No bag limit No size limit 

( 15) SALE PROHIBITED j EXCEPTIONS. N 0 such fish shall be sold, pur
chased, bartered, offered for sale, or had under control or in posses
sion for the purpose of sale or barter at any time except legally taken 
and possessed rough fish at all times, catfish 13 inches or over in 
length in the round or 10 inches dressed with head off and tail on, 
hackleback sturgeon 25 inches or over, and bullheads. The minimum 
length for bullheads offered for sale shall be 7 inches dressed with 
head off and tail on or 9 inches in the round. 

(16) CRAYFISH. There shall be an open season for the taking of 
crayfish from May 1 to March 1, both dates inclusive, with no bag 
limit and no size limit. 

Hi,.tory: 1-2-56; r. and recr. Regi.ster, December, 1957, No. 24, eff. 
1-1-58; am., renum. (16) from WCD 22.04, Register, December, 1959, No. 
48, eff. 1-1-60. 

WCD 22.04 Rough fish. Rough fish, for the purpose of this chapter, 
shall be defined as follows: carp, dogfish, redhorse, sheepshead, sucker, 
eel, eelpout, garfish, buffalo fish, quillback, mooneye, goldeye, shad 
and turtle. 

HIHtory: 1-2-56; am. Register, December, 1957, No. 24, eff. 1-1-58; re
num. from WCD 22.05 and am. Register, December, 1959, No. 48, eft'. 
1-1-60. 

WCD 22.05 Use of hook and line. (1) It shall be unlawful for any 
person to use or operate more than 2 lines or 2 poles with one line 
attached to each pole and with one bait to each line, except that fly 
fishermen may use 2 flies on one line, or with any fish line or Jines 
unattended or by snagging or fouling with any hook, or by means 
other than angling or trolling except as otherwise provided by the 
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Wisconsin statutes or by commission 01·der. lt shall be unlawful for 
any person to take game fish of any variety at any time by any means 
other than with hook and line, e."<cept as provided .111 lhls chapte1'. Five 
lines with one bait to each lino may be used for fi shing thnmgh the 
ice. 

(2) It shall be lawful Ior any person to take, catch, kil l or flsh for 
fish by means of trolling .Crom a motor driven boat, sailboat. or other 
boat while such boat is in motion. 

Jll i<fory: .l-2-56: a.m. (I) nnd (3), Register. December, 191$7, No. 24, el'I'.. 
1-1-58: rcnum. trom won 22.06 nnd am. neglster, ne<•embor, 1969, No. 
18, elf. 1-1-60. 

WCD 22.06 Use of spears. It shall be unlawful fo1· any person to 
use a spear, sim.i la1· device 01· bow and arrow in any manner at any 
time for the purpose of t..'lking, calchlng, or killing any game fish of 
any vadety, or to have in possession or under control nny fish spear, 
Stll'ing gaff or similar device or bow and a:r~·ow ln u fish house 
(shanty). Rough fish may I.Jc tnkcn by means of spears or bow and 
arrow .in the daytime only. 

111 .. ioryr '1-2-66: am. Iloglstor. Docember, 1957, No. 24. ctr. 1-t--li8; re
num. from w en 22.10 11ml nm. Roglstcr, December. l9fi9, No. 48, en:. 
1-1-60. 

WCD 22.07 Minnow nets and traps. (1) No person shall set, use or 
operate any minnow seine, minnow dip 'net or minnow trap other than 
os specified .herein. 

(2) 'rl1e foUowhlg clescribl'd gear only may be used fo1· the taking 
of minnows for hait.: 

(a) Minnow se·inoe. Minnow seines shall not e.."<cecd 50 feet in 
length, 5 feet .111 depth, and shall contain. mesh not to exceed one-half 
inch stretch measl.we. 

(b) Mimww dip nel;;. Minnow clip nets used for taking, cat.ching, or 
killing minnows shall be defined as follows: A piece of netting sus
pended from a square or round frame not exceeding 6 feet in diameter 
or 6 feet sqnm·e and making a bag when lifted not more thm1 4 feet 
deep. Tl. shall be unlawful to use dip nets in any manner ot.her than 
raising and lowering vertically when fishing. 

(c) Min.now traps. Minnow Lraps shall be of a length not greater 
than 24 inches and a d.inmeter of not more th::i.n 16 b1ches with an 
opening in the tlu·oat of the trap not larger than one and one-half 
inches in diameter. Such traps shall have securely attached to them a 
label oi· tag clearly bearing Jn the English lunguago the name and 
address of the operator. All m'irinow ti·aps shall be rnised and the min-
nows removed from them at least once in every 24 hours. R~ 

(3) There shall be no bag or possession limit on minnows so takell. ) - l ~ 
Rl>•tory: 1-2-6G; renum. Crom wen 22.08 a.nd o.m. Regislor, Decombc~ 

1969, No. 48, elf. 1-1-60. 

WCD 22.08 Set lines (trot lines) and set hooks. (1) IL shall be un
lawful for any person to set or operate more than 8 set lines (trot 
Jines) with not to exceed a total of 50 hooks to each line and not to 

Register, Dcccmbor, 1959, No. 48 
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exceed a total of 400 hooks in the agg1·egate, for taking, catching, 
killing, or fishing for catfish 13 inches or over in lengt.h, hackleback 
sturgeon 25 inches or over in length, bullheads and rough fish pnly; 
size limits shall conform to the provisions of section WCD 22':69; in 
such fishing it sllall be unl:iwful to use any frog or game fish, either 
dead or a live, as bait. 

(2) Such set lines (trot lines) may be used all yerf: and shall be 
equipped ~·th a metal tag us presc1·ibed in section 2!).37, Wis. Stats. 
Licenses · !' such set lines ( Ll'ot lines) shall !Jc obtained pursmmt to 
section 29. 7, Wis. Stats. 

(3) At one end of every licensed set line (trot line) thei·e shall be 
placed and maintained a white fiag, not less than lG inches square, 
with the upper end of the staff extending at least 2 feet above the 
water and numbered wil.h figm:cfl at least 3 inches in height COl'l'C· 

spondi11g with the nnmber of the License authoriiing the use of such 
set line. Tt sliall be law.fol to use buoys in lieu of flags ptov,idfog that 
same arc numbered with figures at least 3 inches in height con·o
sponding with the number of the license authorfaing the use of such 
set lines. 

(4) SE'r OR BANK POI.ES (SET HOOKS). Set or bank poles (set hooks) 
may be used fo1· the taking, catching, killing or fishing for catfish l.3 
inches 01· over in length, hnckleunck sturgeon 25 inches or over in 
length, bu llhends and rough .flsh only, during the p;riod of time ox
tendi:ng from May 1 to the next. succeeding Oct.~~-r 31; size limits 
shall conform to the provisions of section WCD 22.09. ln sucl1 fishing 
it shall be unlawful to use any game fish 01· frog, eithei· dead or alive 
as bail. 

(5) Each such set or bank pole (s~t/hook) sl111ll be equipped wiUl a 
metal tag as )>rescribecl in section 29]6, Wis. StaLCJ. Licenses for such 
setJbl' bank poles (set hooks) shall be obtained pUl'suant Lo section 
29.36, Wis. Stats. 

f LIHtor,·1 1 -~-~6: u.m. ( I ), Hogl11tor, Decembe1•, lllf\7, No. 24. eft. 1- 1-0H; 
renum. !rotn \VC D 22.07 and nm, lle~ister, r1ecc rn1J1ir , 1969, No. •18 , elf. 
l-1-60 

• 

WCD 22.09 Use of nets. {1) AJI commercial fishermen condu<;.9-"g 
fislling ope1:atlons shall comply with the pl'ovisions of sections 2!'5.34, 
2~7 01· 29.MS, Wis. Stats., whichever applies. It shall he lawful fot' 
any pen:on p1·011c1·Jy licensed to use the following typeyz(ets for the 
takl+ig of all species of ·fish as listed under pan.1gl'aph (3). W henever 
the size of mesh is mentioned, tho measurement sha.U be made by 
sh·etch measure except i11 basket trnps (slnt nets). Such measu1·0- e 
ments shall apply to net. meshes when iu use and no allowance shall be 
made for the shrinkage due to any cause. 
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(2) 

Type net Season Specifications Restrictions on. uee 

Seine ___ ____ _ All year Any dimensions No fishing on Sundays or legal holi-
Any size mesh duys c~copL from t he time the ice goes 

out until. Mrty- J~ 
Na ni !\')t li• l1in xcept as provided 
In W ?.2.09 ( _ ) . 
No operations within 900 feet of any 
dam on the Mississippi river. 

Ruffalo net_ --- All year Any dimensions Must be raised and emptied once each 
Any size mesh 48-hour period unless a longer period 

is granted by the Wisconsin Conserva-
tion Commission or its agents. 
No operations within 900 feet of any 
dam on the Mississippi river. 

Bait nP.t __ ,,, --- All year Any size mesh Must be used without lead or leads. 
Not over four foot Must be raised nnd emptied once, ex-
hoop front. cept for brtit, ach 4 ~-bour period 

unless a longer period I• ~ranted by 
the Wisconl!ln Gon~"rvi<tlon C omm!•-
ai on_or it;a nge_n !s. 
No opo:rntiono wlLhln 900 feet of any 
d:q.m on the M isQisBippi river . 

Frame net_ ____ Closed season Any size rnt'ljh not .fy[w.t be raiaed nnd empUud 1mce each 
May 15 to over 4 x 8 foot hoop 411-houT ~oriod un!C!!l.'I 8 lontor period 
Sept. 15 front with a single le fftiln to hy· the Wi•cOnsln ,oneorVIl--
inclusive lead tion CommiS11io11 or Its R\l"e:ntll. 

No oporoHiius wi thin 900 fo<lt of n11y 
d,um on t he M l,,,.U..lppi ri ver. 

~ 

( 3) A commercial fishing season with nets is heileby established for 
persons properly licensed purnuant to section 29.34, Wis. Stats., as 
follows: 

Kind of fish Open season 

(u) Ou!Jhend .-------------------------·-- No closed season 

tJ.>) T.luffnlo _ _________________ No closed season . 
(c) Carp ___ __ _ ____ _____ _______ No closed season 

(1i) Ontllsh _______ __________ No closed season 

(e) Do11,llsh ___________________________ ____ No closed season 

(f) Garfish ___________________________ ____ No closed season 

(g) Qulllback _________________________ __ No closed season 

(h) Redhorse------------------------- --·- No closed season 

(i) Hackleback (sand or shovelnosed) 
sturgeon _________________________ ____ No closed season 

Minimum length 

9 inches in the round 
7 inches dressed 

15 inches 

None 

13 inches in the round 
10 inches with head off 

and tail on 

None 

None 

None 

12 inches 

25 inches 

(j) Sheepshead ______ ______ ____ __ _________ No closed season No size limit 

(k) Sucker _____________________ -·______ __ No closed season 12 inches 

(I) Mooneye, 11,oldeye, shad ______________ _ No closed season None 

(m) Turtle _______________________________ _ No closed season None 

(n) Ee'---------------------------------- - No closed season None 

All others. The taking of all other types of fish not mentioned in this section or under 
the minimum length or weight prescribed in this section is prohibited. 

Register, December, 1959, No. 48 
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(4) Gill nets with a mesh of seven inches stretch measure or larger 
may be used at all times for the taking of rough fish and catfish 13 
inches or over in length. All gill nets shall be lifted and emptied of 
fish at least once in every 48-hour period when set in open water and 
at least once in every 96-hour period when set under the ice, unless a 
longer period is granted by the Wisconsin Conservation Commission or 
its agents. 

(5) No net or nets may be used or operated in any waters within 
900 f eet below any dam on the Mississippi river. 

(6) The Wisconsin Conservation Commission may at its discretion 
require supervision of commercial fishing operations and said commis
sion may require the opera tors of such nets to pay for supervision 
individually or in groups in the manner they deem advisable, and said 
commission shall fix the amount to be paid each supervising warden. 
The conservation commission may also allow at any time one super
vising warden for as many seine, hoop net, frame net (wing net), 
fyke net or gill net operations as it deems advisable. 

(7) The conservation commission or its agents may also r equire at 
any time any operator of any seine, gill net, buffalo net, fram e net, 
bait net, basket trap (slat net) or set line to cease the fishing opera
tions of such net or net s when said commission finds these oper ations 
a re proving destructive to game fish or for any other good or valid 
reason. 

(8) The use or operation of all other nets excepting those men
tioned in this chapter is prohibited in these waters at all times. 

(9) Basket traps (slat nets) not more than 6 feet in length and 
not more than 72 inches in circumferences, over-all dimensions , and 
with one end thereof closed with webbing of a mesh not less than one 
and one-fourth inches bar or square measure may be used for the tak
ing of rough :fish, bullheads 9 irn.:hes or over ai1d catfish 13 inches or 
over during lhat pe~i d of tim exten<lb1g fl:om May 1 to the next 
succ ding 0 t11ber and shuH be eqllipped with a metal t ag as pre
scribed in section 29. 43, W is. Stats. Such w bbing sha ll be attached 
in such manner that ~e length, depth or width of each mesh is not 
decreased. Licenses for S'Uch basket traps (slat nets) shall be obtained 
pursuant to section 29. 43, Wis. Stats. All such nets mentioned above 
must be lifted at least once in every 48-hour period, unless a longer 
period is granted by the Wisconsin Conservation Commission or its 
ag nts. ~ 

(10 shall b lawful .for any r e ~·son licensed pursuant to section 
29.343 ( , Wis. Stats.,t· tise a trammel net not more than 300 feet 
in 1 ngth and \v·ith a n. : h of an:y size for the taking of fish as set 
forth in section WCD 2 .09. Such tJ:ammel nets may be used in that 
part of the Mississippi r iver between the states of Wisconsin and 
Iowa under the jurisdiction of the state of Wisconsin which lies within 
the navigation channel as established by the United States War De
partment; in Twelve Mile (Cassville) slough, State Line slough and 
Hurricane Chute in Grant county. Such trammel nets may be used in 
a drifting manner only. It shall be unlawful for any person to use or 
operate any trammel net in any manner except as provided in this 
section. 

(11} No net or nets of any kind or set lines shall be lifted, hauled 
or drawn in any manner between one-half hour after sunset and one 
hour before sunrise of the following morning, except for the purpose 
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of completing a seine haul with the p rmission of the supervisor noy 
shall any ne~, e. pt a trammel net, be used in a drifting manner. v 

(12) All s ermen licensed u11d l' the provisions of sections 29.34, 
29. 7 and 29. 43, Wis. Stats., shall r eport to the conservation commis
sion on blanks to ·be furnished by the commission, detailed informa
tion regardil1g their activH:i s which shall include the number of 
pounds and varieties of fish taken, amounts returned to the water and 
any other information pertaining to commercial fishing activities re
quired by the conservation commisson. 

(13) No licensed commercial fisherman or any member of his crew 
or any p rson in his boat shall have in his possession any panfish or 
game fish or sport angling equipment while operating licensed com
mercial gear, in luding set lines, or while traveling to or from the 
operation of sach g ar. 

History• 1-2-56; r. and recr. Register, December, 1957. No. 34, eff. 
1-1-58; renum. from WCD 22.11 and am. Register, December, 1959, No. 
48, eff. 1-1-60. 

WCD 22.10 Boundary, comm J'cial fishing. For the purpose of clam
mil'lg, set lln and c mmercial net :fishil1g, the M.ississippi river shall 
b designate I :is that part of the river foTiowing the boundaries be
tween the states of Wisconsin and Iowa. 

History• 1-2-56; renum. from WCD 22.12 and am. Register, December, 
1959, No. 48, eff. 1-1-60. 

WCD 22.11 Reciprocity, hook and line •fishing. All residents of Wis
consin and fowa holding a resident hook and line fishing license from 
their respective states, or residents of states other than Wisconsin 
and Iowa holding a hook and line fishing license issued by either state 
may fish in ~my of the waters lying between the Chicago, Milwankee 
and St. Paul rai lway tracks on. the Iowa side of the :dver and the 
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy railway bra ks lying on the Wiscon
sin side o:C the rlvcr chlcing the open season for hook and' line fishing. 
This r ip~· city does not apply to clammers or commercial gear 
operators. 

History• 1-2-56; am. Register, December, 1957, No. 24, etr. 1-1-58; re
r~i~s/rom WCD 22.13 and am. Register, December, 1959, No. 48, etl'.. 

WCD 22.12 Ill •gn l fish. All illegal fish which are taken and ca1rnot 
be 1· t1.t r.ne<l alive or unharmed to the water shall he turned ove1· to 
the conservation commission or its duly authorized ag nts. N person 
shall at any Lime throw into the boundary waters any dead fish or 
part thereof, but each fisherman shall bring to shore at his base of 
operations all such dead fi:;;h and parLs thereof. 

Hhdory1 Cr. Register, December, 1959, No. 48, eff. 1-1-60. 
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