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WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 41

Chapter Ag 26

POTATOES, CERTIFIED SEED

Ag 26,01 Definitions Ag 26,06 Badger State brand

Ag 26,02 Prohlpitiong Ag 2606 ‘Wisconain Red Tag |
Ag 26,083 Certificates reguired Ag 26,07 Growers' Toundation
Ag 2604 Inspection Seed

Ag 26,01 Definitiong, (1) “Department” means the State Depart-
ment of Agriculture,

(2) “College” means the College of Agriculture of the University
of Wisconsin.

(3) The grades of Wisconsin certified seed potatoes are: Badger
State Brand Certified Seed, Wisconsin Red Tag Certified Seed, and
Growers’ Foundation Seed.

(4) “Soft vot or wet breakdown” means any soft, mushy, or leaky
condition of the tissue such ag slimy soft rot, leak, or wef break-
down following freezing injury or sunscald.

(5) “Internal discoloration” means discoloration such as is caused
by net necrosis or any other type of necrosis, stem-end browning,
internal brown spot, or other similar types of digcoloralion not
visible externally, except blackheart.

(8) “Diameter” means the greatest dimension at right angles to
- the longitudinal axis. The long axis shall be used without regard
to the position of the stem (rhizome).

{7) “Fairly well shaped” means that the appearance of the in-
dividual potato or the general appearance of the potatoes in the
container is not materially injured by pointed, dumbbell—shaped or
otherwisge ill-formed potatoes,

(8) “Damage” meang any injury or defect which maferially in-
jures the edible or shipping quality, or the appearance of the
individual potato or the general appearance of the potafoes in the
container, or which cannot be removed without a loss of more than
5% of the total weight of the potato including pesl covering defec-
tive area. Any one of the following defects o any combination of
defects the seriousness of which exceeds the maximum allowed :["01
any one defect shall be congidered as damage:

(a) Second growth or growth cracks which haye developed to
such an extent as to materially injuie the appearance of the indi-
vidual potato or the general appearance of - the potatoes in’ the
eontainer. P S oo

(b) Air eracks which are deep, or shallow air cracks which
materially injure the appearance of the individual potato or the
general appearance of the potatoes in the container.

{e¢) External discoloration, when skinned areas on Indundual po-
tatoes are materially affected by dark -discoloration, .or when the
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general appearance of the lot is materially affected by discoloration.

(d) Shriveling, when the potato is more than moderately shriveled,
spongy or flabby.

(e} Sprouting, when more than 10% of the potatoes have sprouts
over three-fourths of an inch long.

() Surface scab which covers an arvea of moie than 5% of the
surface of the potato in the aggregate,

(#) Pitted scab which affects the appearance of the potato to a
greater extent than the amount of surface scab permitted or causes
a loss of more than 5% of the total weight of the potato including
peel covering defective area.

(h) Rhizoctonia, when the general appearance of the potatoes in
the container is materially injured or when individual potatoes are
badly infected.

(i) Wireworm, grass root or gimilar injury, when any hole, on
potatoes ranging in size from 6 to 8 ounces, is longer than three-
fourths of an ineh or when the aggregate length of all holes is more
than 1% inches, Smaller potatoes shall have lesser amounts and
larger potatoes may have greater amounts, provided that the re-
moval of the injury by proper trimming does not cause the appear-
ance of such potatoes to be injured to a greater extent than that
caused by the proper trimming of such injury permitted on a 6 to 8
ounee potato.

(j) Dirt, when the general appearance of the potatoes in the
container is more than slightly dirty or stained, or when individual
potatoes are badly caked with dirt or badly stained; or other foreign
matter which materially affects the appearance of the potatoes.

(9) “Serious damage” means any injury or defect which seriously
injures the edible or shipping quality, or the appearance of the
individual potato or the general appearance of the potatoes in the
container, or which tannot be removed without a loss of more than
109 of the total weight of the potato including peel covering defee-
tive area. Any one of the following defects or any combination of
defects the seriousness of which exceeds the maximum allowed for
any one defect shall be considered as serious damage:

(a) Dirt, when the general appearance of the potatoes in the
container is seriounsly affected by tubers badly caked with dirt; or
other foreign matter which seriously affects the appearance of the
potatoes.

(b) External discoloration, when skinned areas on individual po-
tatoes are seriously affected by very dark discoloration, or when
the general appearance of the lot is serviously affected by discoloration.

(¢) Fairly smooth cuts such as are made by the digger or by
a knife to remove injury, when both ends are clipped, or when
more than an estimated one-fourth of the potato is cut away, or,
in the case of long varieties, when the remaining portion of the
clipped potato weighs less than 6 ounces. Irvegular. types of cuts
which seriously affect the appearance of the individual potato, or
which cannot be removed without a loss of more than 10% of the
total weight of the potato including peel covering defective area.

(d} Shriveling, when the potato is excessively shiiveled, spongy,
or flabby. .

{e) Surface secab which covers an area of more than 50% of the
surface of the potato in the aggregate.

Register, September, 1957, No. 21,
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(f} Pitted scab which affects the appearance of the potalo to a
greater extent than the amount of surface scab permitted or causes
a loss of more than 10% of the total weight of the potato including
peel covering defeetive area.

(g) Wireworm, grass voot or similar injury, when any hole, on
potatoes ranging in size from 6 to 8 ounces, is longer than 1%
inches or when the aggregate length of all holes ig more than
2 inches, Smaller pofatoes shall have lesser amounts and larger
potatoes may have greater amounts, provided that the removal of
the injury by proper trimming does not cause the appearance of
such potatoes to be injured te a greater extent than that caused
by the proper trimming of such injury permitited on a 6 to 8 ounce

potato.

History: 1-2-5§; am. (1). (2) (3), (5), (1), (8), (9), Register, Septem-
bel, 1957, Ne, 21, eff 10-1-6

Ag 26.02 Prohibitions. No person shall, by himself, or by his
servant or agent, or as servant or agent for another, sell, offe
for sale, have in his possession with infent to sell, advertise, label
or otherwise represent any potatoes as certified seed unless such
potatoes conform to the requirements hereinafter provided. It shall
be unlawful to use or employ the term “certified” or the term “in-
gpected” or any term or terms conveying a meaning substantially
equivalent to the meaning of any of these terms, either orally or in
writing, printing, marking or otherwise in reference to or in con-
nection with, or in advertising or characterizing or Ilabeling seed
potatoes or the containers thereof, unless such potatoes shall have
been duly inspected and certified pursuant to the provisions of this
chapter, o« [

- History: 1-2-56; am. Register, September, 1957, No. 21 eff 10-1-57.
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Ag 26.08 Certificates required, (1) FIELD AND BIN INSPECTIONS. No
potatoes shall be graded unless they are stock upon which a field
and bin inspection has bheen made for variety, cultural practices
and diseage conditions, and wupon which a certificate based upon
these ingpections hag been issued by the college.

(2) FINaL INSPECTION, No potatoes shall be sold or offered for
gale as Badger State Brand Certified Seed, Wisconsin Red Tag Certi-
fied Seed, or Growers’ Foundation Seed umless they shall have been
ingpected by an authorized representative of the department and ave
covered by an official inspection certificate showing that they con-
form to one of such grades.

History: 1-2-58; am. Register, September, 1957, No, 21, eff, 10-1-57,

Ag 26.04 Inspection. (1) APPLICATION; coSTS. Any person desiring
to sell or offer for sale potatoes as Wisconsin certified seed or Grow-
ars’ Foundation Seed shall make application to the department for
the required inspection. The applicant shall agree to pay and shall
be liable for the expense of such inspection on a unit cost basis as
determined from time to time by the department.

(2) NaTurRe oF INSPECTIONS. The inspections shall include deter-
minations as to quality and condition. Tolerances for the standards
shall be caleulated on the basis of weight and will be allowed as
hereinafter provided.

Register, September, 1357, No, 21,

4

A
N

Z\

%)
/q*"c

/

je)/

<
s

—

C?(fa%
4,
/(@d
(,Z

£
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(8) PERMITTED TOLERANCES. The tolerances hevein specified are
expressed on & container basis. The grade of an entire lot may be
determined on the bhasis of sample inspections, In such ecases the
averages for the eniire lot must be within the tolerances specified
for the respective grades, but the contents of individual paclkages
in the Iot may vary from the specified folerances, subject to the
following limitations:

{a) When the tolerance specified is 10% or more, individual
packages in any lot may contain not more than one and one-half
times the tolerance specified, except that at least one defective and
one off-size specimen shall be permitted in a package.

(b) When the tolerance specified ig less than 109, individual pack-
ages in any lot may contain not more than double the tolerance
specified except that for frozen potatoes, or those affected by soft
vob or webt breakdown, not more than one-tenth of the packages may
contain more than double the tolerance but not more than four times
the tolerance specified, and except that at least one defective and one
off-size gpecimen shall be permitted in a package,

eﬂHi:-lston%?l -2-456; am. (1) and (2}, Register, September, 1957, I;‘To. 21,

Ag 26.05 Badger State Brand. (1) GRADE REQUIREMENTS. Badger
State Brand Certified Seed shall consist of potatoes of one variety,
certified by the college, which are fairly well shaped, not frozen;
which are free from freezing injury, blackheart, late blight, ring rot
and soft rot or wet hreakdown, and from damage caused by dirt
or other foreign matter, second growth, growth eracks, air cracks,
cuts, shriveling, sprouting, scab, dry rot, 1h1zoct0ma, other disease,
wireworm, other insects or mechanical or other means and which are
free from serious damage caused by sunburn, hollow heart, mahog-
any browning and internal necrosis,

7 (2} 8mzE. Unless a different minimum or maximum size is clearly
stated on the official tag, the minimum size of each potate ghall not
be less than 1% incheg in diameter and the maximum size shall not
exceed 12 ounces in weight.

(3) ToOLERANCE FOR s1zB, (a)} In order to allow for variations
incident to proper sizing, not more than 8% of the pofatoes in any lot
may be below the minimum size.

(h) Not more than 15% of the potatoes in any lot may exceed
the maximum size; provided, when the maximum size iz not more
than 12 ounces, the quantity of potatoes in exeess of 16 ounces shall
not exceed 5% of such lot.

(4) TOLERANCE FOR DEFECTS. In order to allow for variations inci-

/ dent to proper grading and handling other than size, hollow heart,
mahogany browning and internal necrosig, not more than a tetal of
6% of the potatoes in any lot may fail to meet the required grade, but
not more than 8% of the potatoes in any lot shall be affected by
late blight or damaged by seab, and including not more than one
per cent for potatoes that are frozen or affected with soft rof or wet
breakdown., In addition to the sbove tolerances, not more than 5%
of the potatoes may he seriously damaged by hollow heart, mahogany
browning or infernal necrosis. No tolerance shall he allowed for
,\bacterial ring rot.

Register, September, 1857, No, 21.
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(b} Bags. Potatoes of this grade shall be in new clean bags,
which may be plain or bear the brand of the grower, but shall not
have a grade designation; or they may be in new clean hags hearing
the official registered brand or trade-mark for Badger State Brand
Certified Seed. An official blue tag, printed with the words ‘“‘Badger
State Brand Certified Seed” and showing net weight, variety, season,
and name and address of grower, shall be attached to each bag
with the official metal seal furnished by the department.

Historys 1-2-56; am. Register, September, 19457, No. 2.1' eff, 10-1-57

Ag 26,06 Wisconsin Red Tag. (1) GRADE REQUIREMENTS. Wiscongin
Red Tag Certified Seed shall consist of potatoes of one variety,
certified by the college, which are not badly misshapen, not frozen,
free from freezing injury, blackheart, late hlight, ring rot, and soft
rot or wet breakdown, and from damage eaused by dirt or other
foreign maifer, growth eracks, air eracks, cuts, shriveling, sprouting,
scab, dry rot, rhizoctonia, other digease, wireworm, other insecls or
* mechanical or other means and which are free from serious damage
caused by mahogany browning o» internal necrogis.

(2) Smzm., The size requirements and the tolerances for size to be
allowed shall be the same as for Badger State Brand Certified Seed.

(3) TOLERANCE FOR DEFECTS. In order to allow for variations inci-
dent fo proper grading and handling other than size, hollow heart,
mahogany browning and internal necrosis, not more than a total of
20% of the potatoes in any lot may fail to meet the required grade,
but not more than 6% shall be allowed for defects causing serious
damage and not more than 3% of the potatoes in any lot shall be
affected by late blight or damaged by scab, and including not more
than 1% for potatoes that are frozen ov affected with soft rot or
wet breakdown. In addifion to the above tolerances, not more than
5% of the potatoes may be seriously damaged by mahogany brown-
ing or internal necrosis. No tolerance shall be allowed for hacterial
ring rot.

(4) TAGS AND CONTAINERS. Potatoes of this grade shall be in new
clean bags, which may be plain or bear the brand of the grower,
but shall not have a grade designation. An official ved tag, printed
with the words “Wisconsin Red Tag Certified Seed” and showing
variety, season, name and address of grower and net weight, shall
be attached to each container with the official metal seal furnished
by the department.

Histery: 1-2-56; am. Register, September, 1957, No., 21, eff. 10-1-57;
am. (3), Register, March, 1958, No, 27, eff, 4153,

Ap 26.07 Growers’ Foundation Seed. (1) GRADE REQUIREMENTS.
Growers’ Ioundation Seed shall consist of potatoes of one variety,
certified by the college, which shall at least meet the requirements
of U. 8 No. 2 grade (7 CFR 51-1540), except that there ghall be
no tolerance for ring rot and except that there shall be no restriction
on gunburn, mahogany browning, internal necrosis, insect damage,
and shape.

(2) S1zE, The size requirements and the tolerances for gize to be
allowed shall be the same as for Badger State Brand Certified Seed.

Regigter, March, 1958, No., 27
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(3) Tags AND CoNTAINERS. Potutoes of this prade shall be in
new clean bags, which may be plain or bear the brand of the grower,
but shall not have a grade designation. An official yellow tag,
printed with the words “Growers’ Foundation Seed” and showing
variety, season, name and address of grower and the net weight,
shall he attached to each container with the official metal seal fur-
nigshed by the department.

History: 1-2-56; am. Register, September, 1967, No. 21, eff. 10-1-57.
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