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WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 121 

Chapter WCD 24 

CLAMS AND CLAMMING 

WCD 24.01 Clammin(I; in inland waters 
'VCD 24.02 Clamming; interstate boundary 11·a tcrH 

/ -11/ 
(Sections 29.174 and 29.38, Wis. Stats.) 

WCD 24.01 Clamming in inland waters. ( 1) SEASONS; LIMITS. There 
shall be maintained in the inland waters of the state of Wisconsin, 
not including the waters forming a common boundary between the 
states of Wisconsin and Minnesota and Wisconsin and Iowa, the fol­
lowing open and los d seasons, bag limits, size limits, possession 
limits and oth r r gnlation fol' the taki:ng of muss ls and clams a 
specified . .A closed season is establ ished for the taking of muss(l ls and 
clams fox the entire period of ach year except the open season p l'iod 
embraced within specified dates, both inclusive, and except a other-
1vis expr ssly provided, no perso11 hall take, catch, or kiU, or 
attempt to take, catch, Ol' kill any muss ls 01· clams at any time 
other than the open season tlieJ"efor, nor in any manner oth 1· tha11 as 
provided. 

Clams and n1ussels Open season 

(a) At1.h l<t11ti, I:lltrrpn, nu.vflol1l l Buru(• t,t., Chl p­
~e.wu. D.ouglll.8. Dunn, F or-enm". l"'Qrffl' f , 
Green. lronJ.. Tetfars11n. Loni:lncl", Lluoc 111 , 
Ma'ri 11ctt<>, u11onto, O.noid11., Pepi11. Pforco. 
Polk, 'Pri e1 H u.-;k~ t. 1·oi , 1 ·auk, 8a.w­
~1 r1r, fiihJJ..'\\r1tno1 ·rn.ylor, VihUJ and 'Vu~h-
lrnrn uoun~fos--------· April 15-

Jn.nuary 15 

(b) In all other counties ·- - --·- ----- - ----- June 1-
March 1 

Qnantity 

~5 per day 
may b e taken 
by hand only 

No limit 

Min length 

Not less than 
l '4'" in grcat­
e~t dimension 

Not less than 
1%:" in great­
est dimension 

(r.) All undet'8i?.cd mu8scls and clam~ shall be returned to the water without injury . 

(2) USE OF BOAT OR RIG. Not more than one boat or rig may be 
used for taking mussels or clams. An additional boat for towing may 
be used when no mussel or clam taking apparatus is attached thereto. 

(3) USE OF CROW-FOOT BARS, PITCH FORKS, DREDGE, ETC. (a) Not 
more than 4 crow-foot bars, or bars having hooks attached thereto 
adapted for the taking of mussels or clams, shall be had in possession 
by any person while taking mussels or clams at apy one time, and 
not more than 2 of such crow-foot bars shall be placed in the water 
while taking mussels or clams, at any one time. No cro".11'-foot bar of 
more than 20 feet in length shall be used. 

(b) Pitchforks may be used in gathering clam shells. 
( c) No person shall take, catch, or kill any mussels or clams at any 

time with the use of a dredge or by the use of any device except a 
crow-foot bar. 
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(4) POSSESSION oa CONTROL UUlUNG 'L ISI·:u SEASON. It shall be un­
lawful for any person 01; p i:sons to have in their possession or under 
their control any mussels or cl.ams taken from inland waters during 
the closed season for such >nussels 01· clams, but shells legally taken 
may be possessed, bough t, sold, or transported a any time. 

WCD 2<1.02 ' lmumi11g · inters tate bounda ry wat rs. (1) '!:JASUN; 
LIMI'l'S. There ahall be maintair1ed 011 the interstate boundary waters 
between the states of Wisconsin and Minnesota and Wis onsin and 
Iowa, more particuJarly descl'ibed and known as the Mfosissippi river 
Lake Pe11ln, th St. Croix r iver, and Lake St. C1·oix, the follo,vh1g open 
and closed seasOJIS, bag limits, size limits, poss ssion Jilnits, and ther 
Tegulations for the taking· of mU!iSels and lams as spe ified in this 
section. A closed season is establish d for the t.";1.king of muss ls and 
clams for the entire period of each yea1• -c pt h open l' r iod m­
braced within specified dates, both inclusive, and cept as ot.herwis 
pro\\'ided, no person slta l'I take, catch, or kill any mussels 01· clams at 
any time oth r than ci'n-ring the open season th l'efor, nor in any mun­
ner other than as p1;ovid d in tlris section .. 

Clam!:i e.nd urnssels Opcrn ~Ca.'ion Quantity 1\-Iin. lenv;th 

(a) lowu.-,Vi1::1com;iu houmhU'y wak.•rs __ ,\Jl )'f'lll" No Jimit Not let:is than 
1 %'" iu gl'Poat-
est dimf'11~io11 

(b) Mimwsota-Wi:-iconi".iin wn.tl•rs __ _ May i.;- >(o li111it Not less tha11 
MarC'h 1 1 ~" in KLCUt· 

C>st di11H'.nHious 

(c) All 11nder~ized musseh:i and damR Rhall be retllrned t,o the watrr without injnr.v . 

(2) USE OF DEVICES IN TAKING MUSSELS OR CLAMS. Not more than 
one boat or rig may be us d for the taking f muss ls 01· clams. 11 

additional boat foi.· towing may b used when no mussel or clam tald11g 
apparati1s is attached thernlo. Not more than 4- c1· w-f ot bai·s, 01· 
bai:s having hooks attaeh d ther to adapted foJ' the takmi; of musse l.s 
oi· clams, shall be had in poss ssion by any p rson wMle ta.king mus­
s .Is or clams at any ne tim , and not m01: than 2 such crow- oot 
ha:i:s shall be placed jn the water while taking mussels or clams at any 
0 11e time. No crow-foot bar of more than 20 :f.oo·t i.n l i1gth shal l b 
tISed. Pitchforks may b used in gathering lam sheJJs. Nol el;son shall 
take, atch, or kill any nrnss ls or clams at a ll y bim with the use oi 
a dredge or by the use of any d vlce exc pt a c1•ow-foot ba1-. 

(8) lt $hall he u1tlawfol for 1wy p t•son 01· pers011s to hiw h1 tJ1eir 
possession OJ.' under their control any muasels or clam:;s taken ;from 
such boundary waters during the closed season for such mussels and 
clams, but shells legally taken may be possessed, bought, sold, or 
transported at any time. 

( 4) This section tall also apply to all of the bays, bayous, and 
sloughs directly ,I con ected with the boundary waters mentioned in 
section WCD 24."02 ( ) . 
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