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Replaced REGIS'L'ER, DECEMBER, 1962 

WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 117 

Chapter WCH 23 

WISCONSIN-MICHIGAN BOUNDARY WATERS 
Waters. olBJjsltled WCD 23.05 Spears WCD 23.01 

WCD 23.02 
WCD 23.03 
WCD 23.04 

eason; UmHs WCD 23.06 Dip nets 
Hook o.nd Ji.rte fishing WCD 23.07 Ice fishing 
l111shJng near dams WCD 23.08 Reciprocity 

(Sections 29.085 '~nd 29.174,1'\vis. Stats.) 

WCD 23.01 Waters classified. The interstate inland boundary waters 
covered by this chapter are as follows: 

Name 

(!) MENOMINEE RIVER (including 
the entire Twin Falls dam im-

W~~~:i:~~d ~i~kf::o:0~~~~: 
ty, Michigan) 

(2) BRULE RIVER---------------

(3) SMOKY LAKJO _______________ _ 

(4) NORWOOD LAKE (Boor) ______ _ 

Location 

Florence and Marinette counties-Wisconsin 
Menominee1 Dickinson and Iron counties­

Micbigan 

Florence and Forest counties-Wisconsin 
Iron county-Michigan 

T 42 N, R 12 E, Seo. 35 and 36 
T 43 N, R 37 W, Seo. 21, 28, 29, 32 and 33 

T 42 N, R 12 E, Seo. 20 
T 43 N, R 38 W, Sec. 23 and 24 

(6) LAC VIEUX DESERT__________ T 42 N, R 11 E, Sec. 4, 10, 11, 12 and 15 
T 43 N, R 38 and 39 W 

(6) ELEANOR LAKE OR BIRCH LAKE 

(7) CRYSTAL LAKE---------------

(8) Bra BATEAU LAKE (Bio BAss). 

(9) LAKE MAMIE .. _____________ _ 

(10) CnooKED LAKE -------- - -- ---

(11) WEST BAY LAKE _______ _____ _ 

(12) Bra LAKE ............•. ..... 

(13) CRAMPTON LAKE.------------

T 42 N, R 11 E, Seo. 5 and 6 
T 43 N, R 39 W, Sec. 2 and 3 

T 43 N, R 10 and 11 E, Sec. 36 and 31 
T 43 N, R 39 W, Seo. 3 and 4 

T 43 N, R 10 E, Seo. 30 
T 44 N, R 40 W, Sec. 26 and 27 

T 43 N, R 9 E, Sec. 17, 20 and 21 
T 44 N, R 41 W, Sec. 23 

Connects Mamie and West Bay lake 
T 44 N, R 41 W, Sec. 14, 15, 22 and 23 

T 43 N, R 8 and 9 E, Sec. 13 and 18 
T 44 N, R 41 W, Seo. 15, 16 and 22 

T 43 N, R 8 E, Seo. 13, 14, 23 and 24 
T 44 N, R 41 W, Seo. 16 and 17 

T 43 N, R 8 E, Sec. 10, 14 and 15 
T 44 N, R 41 W, Sec. 18 

(14) PLUM LAKE----------------- T 43 N, R 8 E, Soc. 9 
T 44 N, R 42 W, Sec. 11, 12 and 13 

(15) TENDEnPOOT LAKE .....•..... T 43 N, R 8 E, Sec. 7 and 8 
T 44 N, R 42 W, Sec. 10 and 11 

(16) ROACH LAKE---------------- T 43 N, R 8 E, Seo. 6 and 7 
T 44 N, R 42 W, Sec. 3, 4, 9 and 10 

(17) LITTLE PRESQUE ISLE LAKE ... T 43 N, R 7 E, Sec. 3 
T 44 N, R 42 W, Sec. 6 

(18) BABIN LAKE ..... ------------ T 44 N, R 7 E, Sec. 30 
T45 N, R43 W, Sec.34 

Vilas county-Wis. 
Iron county-Mich. 

Vilas county-Wis. 
Gogebic county-Mich. 

Vilas county- Wis. 
Gogebic county-Mich. 

Vilas county-Wis. 
Gogebic county-Mich. 

Vilas county-Wis. 
Gogebic county-Mich. 

Vilas county-Wis. 
Gogebic county-Mich. 

Vilas county-Wis. 
Gogebic county-Mich. 

Gogebic county-Mich. 

Vil .. county-Wis. 
Gogebic county-Mich. 

Vita. county-Wis. 
Gogebic county-Mich. 

Vilas county-Wis. 
Gogebic county-Mich. 

Vilas county-Wis. 
Gogebic county-Mich. 

Vilas county-Wt.. 
Gogebic county-Mich. 

Vilas county-Wis 
Gogebic county-Mich. 

Vilas county-Wis. 
Gogebic county-Mich. 

Vilas county-Wis. 
Gogebic county-Mich. 
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Name 

(20) STATE LINE LAKE------------

(21) LITTLE STATE LINE LAKE-----

(22) MONTREAL RIVEn------------

Location 

T 44 N, R 6 E, Sec. 26 
T 45 N, R 43 W, Sec. 29 and 32 

T 42 N, R 7 E, Sec. 32 
TH N, R 43 W, Sec. 2 

Iron county-Wisconsin 
Gogebic county-Michigan 

Vilas county-Wis. 
Gogebic county-Mich 

Vilas county-Wis. 
Gogebic county-Mich. 

History: 1-2-56; r. (18), Register, December, 1961, No. 72, eff. 1-1-62. 

WCD 23.02 Seasons; limits. There are provided and established the 
following open and closed seasons, bag limits, size limits, possession 
limits and other fishing regulations for the several varieties and species 
of fish in the waters herein designated. A closed season is established 
for each variety of fish named herein extending during all the time of 
·Lhe year except the opell seaso11 period embraced within the specified 
dates, botl1 inclusive, and xcept as oth 'l'\Vise expxessly provided no 
person or persons s hall t ake, catch, or kill fish of any variety, or fish 
for fish by any means other U1an with hook and line; nor at any time 
other than the open season therefor nor have in his possession or 
under his control any fish, in excess of the daily bag or possession limit 
or below the minimum size therefor during the open season. 

Kind of Fish and Locality Oµen season 
(hoth dates 
inclusive) 

(1) LARllEMOOTH BASS AND SMALi.MOUTH 

l3ASS----- - - ------------- ·------- - --- Saturday nearest 
June 20 to 
February 15 

(2) \VAJ.t>E·Y I~ AND SAU!IER 
In t h Mcmnnfn c dvcr, Bnd Wutcr lllkc, Lh~ 
Mnntrcul r iver from th11-pow r dllm in so~tion Hi, 
ow1111hip 4!1 nnrth , runl(e 4ff ·w t , Gogel.ric 

county, Mlllhl~t1n, 11nd "uctlon 7, loWnllllip ·17 
nonb, rnng 1 east, lron cmrn l-y . Wisconsin, 
downst.rentn to il<i 1ndu~h. nntl 111 Lho Drule rlvcr 
from U. S. highwuy ;#~ bridr. in seotlun 9, 
townshlJJ 41 north, rang 32 wbfll, Iron county, 
Michig 1Ln, nn.d In section ,12, township 40 north, 
range l'l enH~, Flormtcu C&)unL-y, \'\1iticonsin, down-
stream to its mouth ___ ___ __ ____ -- - --------- No closed season 

In all other waters ____ _ .... ·---- --- - - - ---- --- Saturday neare.!:lt 

(8) Non'rrIERN }>IKE n P1 'KlllREI. 

May 15 to 
February 15 

ln the .Mc:mornlnec riv r1 Bud Wuter Ink<: , Lh~ 
Muntreul riv r from t bo !)OWnr dam In sedlon 
lG, towuel1lp 48 north, rong11 49 we.~t. Gogebic 
cou nty, Michigan, nna l!L>c lion 'l, township •17 
nor th, rnngu l ewit, Iron county , Wit«!OllHlrl. 
dow11streitm to lts mouLh, nnd ln ~hi' Urul~ rlvcr 
from U. S. high wa.y #2 bridgo ln oecl1on !I, tuwn­
~b l p H north, rrmg 32 w.,.t, Iron oounty , 
l'vUcb!gau, nnd in 8<1ction l,2, towlll!hiP •10 nort.h, 
rnnge 17 OOHL, ll'lorcn • • cow1t~, Wl~consin, down-
stream to its mouth______ ____ ____ ________ ___ No closed season 

In all other waters _______ _____ __ ____________ Saturday nearest 
May 15 to 
February 15 

(4) MUSKELLUNGE ••• •• -- ---------- Saturday nearest 
May 15 to 
November 15 
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Bag and possession limit 

Number Minimum 
each day length (in.) 

5 

5 

5 

1 

No size limit 

13 

13 

No size limit 

No size limit 

30 
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Kind of Fish and Locality Open season 
(both dates 
inclusive) 

(5) TROUT (any v1lrioty CXC<lPL lake trout) . 
(Bag limit means tol.a.l of nil) -------------- Saturday nearest 

May 1 to 
September 7 

(6) CRAPPIE (calico and strawberry bass). 
(Bag limit means total of all) _______________ _ No closed season 

(7) BUJ,LHEADS ___ _________ _____ _ No closed season 

(8) SUNFISHES AND BLUEGILLS (Bag limit 
means total of all) __________ ____ ___________ _ No closed season 

(9) RocK BASS_ - - -- --- - - -- - - - - - - - -- - -- - - - No closed season 

(10) PERCH ________________ _______________ _ No closed season 

(11) ROCK OR LAKE STURGEON _____________ _ First Saturday in 

Bag and possession limit 

Number Minimum 
each day length (in.) 

10 7 

25 No size limit 

25 No size limit 

25 No size limit 

25 No size limit 

25 No size limit 

2 per 30 
September to season 
October 15 ----------'------'--'----J 

(12) MEASUREMENT OF FISH. The measurement of all fish taken I 
shall be in a straight line from the tip of the snout to the utmost end I 
of the tail fin fully extended. · _..} 

History: 1-2-56; r. and r ecr. Register, December, 1959, No. 48, eff. 
1-1-60; r . and recr. Register, December, 1961, No. 72, eff. 1-1-62. 

WCD 23.03 Hook and line fishing. (1) It shall be unlawful for any 
person to use or operate more than 2 lines or 2 poles with one line 
attached to each pole, and with one bait to each line, except that fly 
fishermen may use 2 flies to one line, or to fish with any line or lines 
and hooks left in the water unattended. 

(2) It shall be unlawful for any person to take, catch, or kill fish, 
or fish for fish of any variety from any boat while being propelled by 
motor or sail, or while in tow of a motorboat or sailboat, in the waters 
of Lac Vieux Desert, Lake Mamie, Crooked (East Bay) lake, West 
Bay lake, Big lake, and Tenderfoot lake. 

(3) It shall be unlawful for any person to take, catch, or kill. fish, 
or fish for fish of any variety during the closed season for trout in 
streams and creeks containing trout. For the purpose of this rule the 
Montreal river upstream from the power dam in section 15, township 
48 north, range 49 west, Gogebic county, Michigan, and section 7, 
township 47 north, range 1 east, Iron county, Wisconsin, and that por­
tion of the Brule river upstream from U. S. Highway #2 bridge in 
section 9, township 41 north, range 32 west, Iron county, Michigan, 
and in section 12, township 40 north, range 17 east, Florence county, 
Wisconsin, shall be considered trout wat1:1rs. 

History: 1-2-56; am. (3), Register, December, 1959, No. 48, eff. 1-1-60; 
am. (2), Register, December, 1961, No. 72, eff. 1-1-62. 

WCD 23.04 Fishing near dams. It shall be unlawful for any person 
to take, catch, or kill fish by any means other than with hook and line 
within 200 feet below any dam. 

WCD 23.05 Spears. (1) It shall be unlawful for any person to have 
in his possession or under his control from 8:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m., cen­
tral standard time, on any waters specified in this chapter, except as 
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in (4), any spear, similar device or bow and arrow that might be used 
to take, catch or kill fish, or at any time on any waters containing 
trout or in which trout have been planted. 

(2) Northern pike or pickerel, but no other species of fish, may be 
taken by means of spears through the ice from the first Saturday in 
January to February 28, inclusive, from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., cen­
tral standard time, subject to the bag, possJ8sion and size limits pre­
scribed for such fish in section WCD 23.02.1 

(3) Rough fish may be taken by means of spears from 6:00 a.m. to 
8 :00 p.m., central standard time, only from the Saturday nearest 
April 1 to May 31 in the waters of Menominee river. 

(4) Cisco and whitefish may be taken by means of spears from the 
Saturday nearest October 15 to December 31 of each year in the 
waters of Smokey lake. Such spearing may be done in either the day­

'~rne or at night and with the aid of artificial lights. 
History: 1-2-56; am. (1) and (3); er. (4). Register, August, 1957, No. 

20, eff. 9-1-57; r. and recr. Register, Dee<ember, 1959, No. 48, eff. 1-1-60 ; 
am. (2), (3), (4), Register, December, 1961, No. 72, eff. 1-1-62. 

~
WCD 23.06 Dip nets. (1) Dip nets may be used for taking rough 

fish and smelt from the Saturday nearest April 1 to May 14 inclusive 
in the Menominee river, except that it shall be unlawful to use any 
dip net in that part of the Menominee river beginning at the upstream 

1 side of the Hattie Street bridge in Marinette-Menominee and ~'Ctend­
li_ng upstream to the first dam and within 200 feet below all other dams. 

(2) Such dip nets used for taking, catching, and killing rough fish 
and smelt shall be defined as follows: 

A piece of netting suspended from a square or round frame not 
exceeding !l feet square or !l feet in diameter making a bag when 
lifted not more than 4 feet deep. 

(3) It shall be unlawful for any person to use or operate any dip 
net in any manner other than by raising and lowering vertically when 
fishing. 

History: 1-2-56; am. (1), Register, December, 1961, No. 72, eff. 1-1-62. 

WCD 23.07 Ice fishing. (1) NIGHT ICE FISHING. No person shall 
take, catch or kill fish, or fish for fish of any variety through the ice 
from 8:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m., central standard time, with hook and line 
in any of the inland boundary waters specified in this chapter. 

(2) FISH SHANTIES. Buildings, vehicles, tents, fish shanties or 
similar enclosures may be used on the ice for fishing purposes in the 
waters specified in this chapter. The door of any such enclosure or 
shelter shall be equipped with a latch which will permit the door to be 
readily opened from the outside at all times while enclosure or shelter 
is occupied. All such shelters shall be removed from the ice on or 
before the close of the ice fishing season each year on all waters listed 
in this chapter, or previous to that time by the order of the conserva­
tion commission or by its agents when they feel that the ice has be­
come unsafe for travel thereon. 

- ·F'" 

~J"-- ) (3) NAME OF OWNER. All buildings, tents, fish shanties and similar 
1 enclosures or shelters maintained, occupied, or used for fishing pur-

' poses on the ice of any inland boundary waters specified in this chap-

~--R~gister, December, 1961, No. 72 
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ter shall have in the English language the name and address of5Jhe 
person owning or using the same painted on the outside thereof in 
such manner as to be readily seen and read at all times. 

History: 1-2-56; am. (1), Register, December, 1959, No. 48, eff. 1-1-60. 

WCD 23.08 Reciprocity. All residents of Wisconsin and Michigan 
J10Jding a l'esidemt fishing license from tJ1eir respective states, or 
residents of states other than Wisconsin and Michigan holding an 
anglb1g· licellBe is:,rned by eithy,· state, may fish in any of the waters 
listed in section WCD 23.01. 'l'hls ;i;·ecip.i·ocit-y applies only to hook 
and line fishing and the taking of minnows for such fiRhing, but min­
nows so taken shall not be sold, traded or bartered. 

Next page is numbered 121 
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