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Chapter WCD 23 

WISCONSIN-MICHIGAN BOUNDARY WATERS 
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WCD 23.04 

Waters classified 
Seasons, limits 

WCD 23.05 
WCD 23.06 
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Reciprocity 

Hook and line fishing 
Fishing near dams 

(Sections 29.085 and 29.174, Wis. Stats.) 

WCD 23.01 Waters classified. The interstate inland boundary waters 
covered by this chapter are as follows: 

Name 

(1) MENOMINEE RIVE!< 
(including the entire Twin 
Falls Dam impoundment 
in Dickinson co., Michi
gan, and Florence co., 
Wisconsin) _______ _ 

(2) BRULE RIVEIL_ 

(3) SMOKY LAKE __ 

(4) NORWOOD LAKE _______ _ 

(5) LAC Vmux DEsE"T 

(f,) CllYS'l'AL LAKE ____ _ 

(7) MILL LAKE ___________ _ 

(8) Bm BATEAU LAKE_ 

(9) MAMIE LAKE_ 

(10) WEST BAY LAK>l 

(11) Bm LAKE ______ _ 

(l2) CHAMP'l'ON LA!<>1 

(18) PLUM LAKE ______ _ 

(14) TENDEUFOOT LAKE 

(15) ROACH LAKE _____ _ 

(16) L l't'TWll PRESQUE ISLE 

LAIID _ - - - - - - -- --- -- - --

(17) CYRUS LAK>J __________ _ 

Location 

Menominee, Dickinson & Iron counties-Michigan-Flor
ence & Marinette counties-Wisconsin 

Iron Co.-Michigan 
Florence & Forest Cos.-Wisconsin 

T43N, R37W, Secs. 21, 28, 29, 32 & 33 Iron Co.-Mich. 
T42N, R12E, Secs. 35 & 36 __________ Vilas Co.-Wis. 

T43N, R38W, Secs. 23 & 24_ ________ Gogebic Co.-Mich. 
T42N, R12E, Sec. 20 _______________ Vilas Co.-Wis. 

T43N, R38 & 39W _________________ Gogebic Co.-Mich. 
T42N, RUE, Secs. 4, 10, 11, 12 & 15 __ Vilas Co.-Wis. 

T43N, R39W, Secs. 3 & 4 ___________ Gogebic Co.-Mich. 
T43N, RlO & UE, Secs. 36 & 3L ____ Vilas Co.-Wis. 

T44N, R40W, Sec.116 ____ _____ __ Gogebic Co.-Mich. 
T43N, RlOE, Sec. 93 ___ ________ ____ Vilas Co.-Wis. 

T44N, R40W, Secs. 26 & 27- ________ Gogebic Co.-Mich. 
T43N, RlOE, Sec. 30 ___ • ____________ Vilas Co.-Wis. 

T44N, R41W, Sec. 23 _______________ Gogebic Co.-Mich. 
T43N, R9E, Secs. 17, 20 & 2L _______ Vilas Co.-Wis. 

T44N, R41W, Secs. 15, lG & 22 ______ Gogebic Co.-Mich, 
T43N, R8 & 9E, Secs. 13 & 18 _______ Vilas Co.-Wis. 

T44N, R41W, Secs. lG & 17 _________ Gogebic Co.-Mich, 
T43N, R8E, Secs. 13, 14, 23 & 24- ___ Vilas Co.-Wis. 

'1'44N, R41W, Sec. 18 _______________ Gogebic Co.-Mich. 
T43N, H8E, Secs. 10, 14 & 15 ________ Vilas Co.-Wis. 

T44N, R42W, Secs. 11, 12 & 13 ______ Gogebic Co.-Mich. 
T43N, R8E, Sec. 9 _________________ Vilas Co.-Wis. 

T44N, R42W, Secs. 10 & ll ___ __ __ Gogebic Co.-Mich. 
T43N, R8E, Secs. 7 & 8- - - - --- - - - - -- Vilas Co.-Wis. 

T44N, R42W, Secs. 3, 4, 9 & 10 ______ Gogebic Co.-Mich. 
T43N, R8E, Sec. 7 _________________ Vilas Co.-Wis. 

T44N, R42W, Sec. 6 ________________ Gogebic Co.-Mich. 
T43N, R7E, Sec. 3 _________________ Vilas Co.-Wis. 

T45N, R43W, Sec. 35 _______________ Gogebic Co.-Mich. 
T44N, R7E, Sec. 32 ________________ Vilas Co.-Wis. 
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Name Location 

(18) BASIN LAKE ____ _____ _ _ T45N, R43W, Sec. 34 _______________ Gogebic Co.- Mich. 
T44N, R7E, Sec. 30 ____________ ____ Vilas Co.-Wis. 

(19) STATE LINE LAKE ____ _ _ T45N, R43W, Secs. 29 & 32 _________ Gogebic Co.-Mich. 
T44N, RGE, Sec. 2G __________ __ ____ Vilas Co.- Wis. 

(20) MONTREAL RIVEU______ Gogebic Co.-Mich. 
Iron Co.-Wis. 

History: 1-2-56; r . (18), Register, December, 1961, No. 72, eff. 1-1-62; 
am. Register, December, 1962, No. 84, eff. 1-1-63, 

WCD 23.02 Seasons; limits. There are p;rovided and established the 
following open and closed seasons, bag limits, size limits, possession 
limits and other fishing regulations for the several varieties and 
species of fish in the waters herein designated. A closed season is 
established for each variety of fish named herein extending during 
all the time of the year except the open season period embraced 
within the specified dates, both inclusive, and except as otherwise 
expressly provided, no person or persons shall take, catch or kill fish 
of ·any variety, or fish by any means other than with hook and line; 
nor at any time other than the open season therefor; nor have in 
his possession or under his control any fish in excess of the daily creel 
or possession limit, or fish of less than the legal minimum size during 
the open season. 

Kind of Fish and Locality 

(1) LAHGEMOUTH BASS AND SMALLMOUTH BASS 

• i (2) WALLEYE AND SAUGER 
J In the Menominee river, Bad Water lake, the 

Montreal river from the power dam in section 
15, township 48 north, range 49 west, Gogebic 
county, Michigan, and section 7, township 47 
north, range 1 east, Iron county, Wisconsin, 
downstream to its mouth, and in the Brule river 
from U.S. highway #2 bridge in section 9, town
ship 41 north, range 32 west, Iron county, Michi
gan, and in section 12, township 40 north, range 
17 east, Florence county, Wisconsin, downstream 
to its mouth ________________ ___ _ ____ - --- -

In all other waters---- - ----- -- ---·· - - --·-·· 

(3) NOHTHEHN PIKE OH PICKEREL 
In the Menominee river, Bad Water lake, the 
Montreal river from the power dam in section 
lo, towni!hlp 48 north, tnnce 110 weat, Gogebh, 
couuty, Ml.,blgan, nnd o ctlon 7, townnh ill 47 
north, 1·n.nge 1 east, Iron uounty, Wisconsin, 
dt>murtream to ltn mouth, nnd in tl1u Dru le river 
from U.S. highway #2 briclg0 i11BCcllo119, loWu
eblJl '11 nor lb, tange 32 we•t, Iron county, Mlchi
gnb, u11cl in •cctiou 121 township 40 north, r!tngo 
17 "iult .• Floren.Ce C<>W1 ty, Wlhconsln, doWll1!h'1'11 m to lt>i rnouth __ ______________ ____ _____ __ _ 

Re15l$ter, Noviiml:>er, 1964, No, l07 

Bag and possession limit 
Open season 
(both dates Number 
inclusive) each day 

June 1 to 5 
December 31 

No closed seu.8on 5 

SnturW.y nenrni<t. 
May 11) to 
February 15 

No closed ~ell>I n 

Minimum 
length (in.) 

No size limit 

rn 
18 

No •ize limit 
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Kind of Fi"h and Locality 

In all other waters ... _________ __ _____ ______ _ 

(4) MlllUtJ;:l ,1 .UNOE· ••••••••••• ___ _____ ____ _ 

(5) TROUT (any variety except lake trout). 
(Bag limit means total of nil) •• _______ ·--

(6) ROCK OR LAKE S·ruRGEON _________ ____ _ 

(7) B~utm11 . 1.s , DotrtrAt.o FISH, Bm,LHEAn~. 
OAnP, mrns, CnA t··Prns, DAcE, DoGPiilH, 
GAt(~l~ll, G01.0FJS!J, LAWYERS, PEllCH, 

Open season 
(both dates 
inclusive) 

Bag and possession limit 

Number Minimum 
each day length (in.) 

Saturday nearest 
May 16 to 
February 16 

Saturday nearest 
May 16 to 
November 15 

5 

Saturday nearest 10 
May 1 to 
September 7 

First Saturday 2 per 
in September to seaimn 
October 15 

No size limit/ 

30 ; 

7 

42 

RflllHORlH'l, R 'K BAHS, SMELT, SUCKERS No si'ze li'mi't AND SUN!'ISH __ ____ __ .______________ No closed season No limit 

MEASUREMENT Ol' FISH. The measurement of all fish taken shall be in a straight line from 
the tip of the snout to the utmost end of the tail fin fully extended. 

History: 1-2-56; r. and recr. Register, December, 1959, No. 48, eff. 
1-1-60; r. and recr. Register, December, 1961, No. 72, eff. 1-1-62; r. and 
recr. Register, December, 1962, No. 84, efJ'. 1-1-63. 

WCD 23.03 Hook and line fishing. (1) It shall be unlawful for any 
person to use or operate more than 2 lines or 2 poles with one l~ne 
attached to each pole, and with a total not to exceed 4 hooks on either 
1 or 2 lines, or to fish with any line or lines and hooks left in the 
water unattended. 

(2') It shall be unlawful for any person to take, capture, or kill fish 
or fish for fish of any variety at any time in Lac Vieux Desert, 
Mamie, West Bay, Big and Tenderfoot lakes from a motor-driven boat 
when the motor is running or from any boat in tow of a motor-driven 
boat when the motor is running or from any sailboat when in motion. 

(3) It shall be unlawful for any person to take, catch, or kill fish, 
or fish for fish of any variety during the closed season for trout in 
streams and creeks containing trout. For the purpose of this rule the 
Montreal river upstream from the power dam in section 15, township 
48 north, range 49 west, Gogebic county, Michigan, and section 7, 
townshlp 47 north, ~·ange 1 ast, Iron couJ1ty, Wisconsin, and that por
tion of the B:rule river upstream from U. S. Highway #2 bridge in 
section 9, towiiship 41 norl;h, range 32 west, hon county, Mfohigru1, 
and jn section 12, township 40 north, i·ange 17 east, Flo1·ence county, 
Wisconsin, shall be considered trout waters. 

History1 1-2-56; am. (3), Register, December, 1959, No. 48, eff. 1-1-60; 
am. (2), Register, December, 1961, No. 72, eff. 1-1-62; am. (1) and (2), 
Register, December, 1962, No. 84, eff. 1-1-63. 

WCD 23.04 Fishing near dams. It shall be unlawful for any person 
to take, catch, or kill fish by any means other than with hook and line 
within 200 feet below any dam. 
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WCD 23.05 'penn1. (J) It shall lie unlawful fot nny JH!rson to have 
in hls possession or ttnd .1: his cont'r.ol ii'om 8:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m., 
central standard t ime, on a ny waters sp ci1i cl hereiu., exce1Jt as other
wise provided het·ein, any spear, 1;1bnila1· device or bow and al'l'OW 
that might b m~ed to take, ~tch 1· klll flsl1, 0 1· ·1t any time on a11y 
watel'S ontai.ning b ·out or i11 which trout have been planted. 

(2) Nor. h.ern pike or pickerel, liut 110 other species of fish, may be 
taken by mea11s of spears Lhmugh Lhe .le from January 1 to February 
15, illclusive, •from 6 :00 a.m. to 8 :00 p.lll., central standard time, sub
ject to the bag, posses.sion and size llinit.~ pr scribed £or northern pike. 

(3) Suckers, redhorse, ca11>, buffalo fl.sh, dogfish, garpike, sheeps
head, smelt and lawyers or bw:J ot may be taken by means of spears 
from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.rn ., centt·al sta11dard time, only from May 1 
to May 31, inclusive, in the w.ate1·s of Menom'i11ee river above the 
Nathan Street Bridge. 

(4) Cisco and whitcfis11 may ba tak,eu by me:.rns of spears from Oc
tober 15 to Dec@mbeL· 31, inclusive of each year, in the waters of 
Smoky lake. Such sp arhi.g irui.y be clone in either the daytime or at 
night and with the aiu of artific ial ligbts. 

History: 1-2-56; am. (1) and (3); er. (4), Reg·ister, August, 1957, No. 
20, eff. 9-1-57; r. and recr. Register, Decembt'>r, 1959, Nn. 48, eff. 1- 1-60: 
am. (2), (3), (4), Register, Decemlrnr, 1D61, No. n, eff. l-1-62; r. and 
recr. Register, December, 19G2, No. 84, eff. 1-1-63. 

WCD 23.06 Dip nets. (1) Dip ucts may be used fo-t· taking suckers, 
re lhorne, cal'p, l.mil'alo fi.~h, dogfisl1, g-aTIJ ik , sheepsliead, sm lt and 
lawy rs o~· hmoot from April 1 to May 14, inclusive, in the Menominee 
river, except that it shall l l 1mJuw:fu l to u e any dip net in tl1at part 
of. the Me'nomir1e' 1·iver Leginning at the upstTeam side of the Hatti 
Sti· ct Brldgo h1 Marinette-Menominee and xtend.ing upstream to the 
:first dam and within 200 f eet b low all oth i· dama. 

(2) Such dip nets used for taking, catching, and killing rough fish 
and smelt shall be defined as follows: 

A piece of netting suspended from a square or round frame not 
exceeding 9 feet square or 9 feet in diameter making a bag when 
lifted not more than 4 feet deep. 

( 3) It shall be unlawful for any person to use or operate any dip 
net in any manner other than by raising and lowering vertically when 
fishing. 

IliNtory: 1-2-56: am. (1), RegiRter, December, 1961, No. 72, eff. 1- 1-62; 
am. (1), Register, December, 1962, No. 84, eff. 1-1-63. 

WCD 23.07 Ice fishing. (1) NIGHT ICE FISHING. No person shall 
take, catch or kill fish, or fish for fish of any variety through the ice 
from 8:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m., central standard time, with hook and line 
in any of the inland boundary waters specified in this chapter. 

(2) FISH SHANTIES. Buildings, vehicles, tents, fish shanties or 
similar enclosures may be used on the ice for fishing purposes in the 
waters specified in this chapter. The door of any such enclosure or 
shelter shall be equipped with a latch which will permit the door to be 
readily opened from the outside at all times while enclosure or shelter 
is occupied. All such shelters shall be removed from the ice on or 
before the close of the ice fishing season each year on all waters listed 
in this chapter, or previous to that time by the order of the conserva-
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I.ion coll11llission 01· by iLs agenLs when they feel that the ice has be
come unsafe for travel thc:rcon. 

(3) NAME OF OWNER. All builcUngs, tents, 1ish shanties and simi
lar enclosu1·es or sheltel's maintained, occupied, or used .for fishing 
pm·poses on I.he ice of any inland boundary wate1·s shall have the name 
and address o! the pel'son owning or using the same painted on I.he 
outside thereof ln such manner as to be readily visible at all times. 

Uls tor11 1-2--6Gb· a.m. Cl). Itel;jlstor, December, 1959, No. 48, elf. 1-1- GO; 
u.m. (3), Re&lstor, ccomber, 190:.., No. 84, et!:. l.-1-63. 

WCD 23.08 Reciprocity. All residents of 'Wisconsin and Michigan 
holcUng a resident. fishing licei1se from their 1·espective states, or 1·esl
de11Ls of states other than Wisconsin and Michigan holding an angling 
liccllse issued by either state, may .fish in any of the waters listed i11 
section WCD 28.01. '.rhis reciprocity applies only to hook and line fish
ing and the taking of inbinows fo1· such fish i11g, but minnows so taken 
shall not bo sold, tradorl or bartered. 
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