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STATE OF WISCONSIN ) 
) SS 

STATE DEPARrrl~1ENT OF AGRICULTURE ) 

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESEN'I1S SHALL COME, GREE'I1ING: 

I, D. N. McDowell, Director of the State Department of 

Agriculture, and custodian of the official records of said 

department, do hereby certify that the annexed rules relating 

to dairy cattle grades (Wis. Adm. Code ch. Ag 93) were duly 

adopted by this department on July 2. 1965. 

I further certify that said copy has been compared by me 

with the original on file in this department and that the BamB 

is a true copy thereof, and of the whole of such original. 

IN TESTIMONY lAIHEREOF, I have 

hereunto set my hand and 

affixed the official seal 

of the department at Madi

son, Wisconsin, this 2nd 

day of July, A. D. 1965. 



ORDER OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT 0' AGRIOULTURE 
ADOPTING RULES 

Pursuant to authority vested in the State Department ot Agri

culture by seQtion 93 .. 09", Wie .. stats.~ the Sta.te Department of' 

Agrieulture hereby adopts rules &13 follows: 

Ohapter AS 93 or the Wisoonsin admin1strative oode 1s adopted 

Ag 93.01 

Chapter A~~ 93 

DAIRY CATTLE ORADES 

Definitions" "" ~ , 
(1) "Department" means the State Dapart-

ment of Agrioulture. 

(2) liU.S.D.A,," means the United States Department ot Agricul-

bure. 

engaged in the maint€lnanae and supervision of milk production rac

ords ancl \'lhich is approved by the department as satisfaotory for 

this purpose. 

(4) nD.R ~ I. R ~ H means milk production r(!oords ma.1.nta.1ned ex-, 

oluf:lively tor registered. purebred dairy ca.ttle by a da1:ry herd im-

provement aSl3ooiation under the supervision or a. pUl"ebved dair'Y 

cattle registry assocla.t1on~ 
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Ag 93. 02 ~!iilbl11.t..l for. sraqin.~. (1) Only bov.1.ne females 

of' Ii dairy breed over 4 months of' a!se' which show no evidence of 

beef type oros~breedlng shall be eligible for grading under this 

(2) A temale born in a multiple birth with a bull shall not 

be eligible tor grading unless Iha haa had a oalf Dr ha. been 

examined by a veterinarian and pronounced pregnant. 

(3) Any animal \1hioh haa been altered} d16guised or otherwise 

m1$reprfiHH~nted to oonceal deteot.s to make it appear to be of 

greater value than it is shall not be eligible tor. grading. 

(4) D. H .1. R. and D.f!. I. A. milk lilld butterfat produotion !'ec

o~d •• if such are available) shall acoompany anlmala Which are to 

be graded. Owner ~ampl@r records properly identified may be used. 

The8~11er of anliua.ls graded shall oertlf~1 to the accuracy of all 

production) br •• ding and identification reoords~ and any other in

formation :required to be furnished by him. 

(5) To be eligible tor gradingg. the a.nimal ahall be identified 

with an offlalal stat. eartag or by registration papar. of the 

appropriate purebred dairy cattle reglatry assooiation. 

(1) All animals represented as graded as 

provided for herein ahall be graded by a person st:HH~1rioally em

ployed by th$ departnlent for this purr:HHH~. 

(2) Graders shall issue a o~rtir1cate or grad~ for each animal 

graded. Such OEH,·t1flcate 6hall be in the form provided by the de

partment and ahal1 contain the date of gra.ding, grade liS of that 

date Ii and the ldentl,f:loation of the Bire and dam wh~n required by 



the gt'ade apeoltloat1ons. 'rhia certlt:1cElte shall be designed in 

auoh a way tha.t :1 t does not refH1:mble any existing purebred dairy 

oattle registration certifioate. 

(3) Grader$ shall evaluate animals for physical charaoter~ 

1at1as on the ba~d6 of the IfDalry Cow Unified Score Card it , 1957 

Reviled Edition. published b, the Purebred Dairy Cattle A.soola

tion. Copies ot' this carel are on file at the offices of' the de

partment~ the Secretary of State and the ReVisor ot Sta.tutes t and 

may be obtained. trom the department at its offices at Hill :Farms 

State Offioe Bu11dlng1> J~a02 Sheboygan Avenu~ J' Madison!? vlisconsin" 

Ag 93. 04 ~ad.e, ,sEeoiTi,cat1qns,. (1) !!!sSg~ .. !,!lp_ Regl"l:tt.~:re.g, 

S~r!E!!. (a) To be eligible for this grade~ animals shall be 

regiatel'@d with their breed regIstry tUlsooiation. 

(b) To be eligible tor this grade~ oows shall meat the follow

ing minimuR'!s: 

1. Anituals over Ito months or age shall have an ottia.18.1 

classification in oraer to be eligible. 

2. Breed olassifications: 

a. Ayrshire -- Good plua or above. 

b. Brown SwiSH -- Good plua or aboye~ 

C.. Guernsey - .... Desil~able or above. 

d. Holstein 

e. Je~sey -- Good plus or above. 

r .. r4.11klng Shorthorn M~'" Good plus or above. 

3 ~ Production :t."equirements t Animals that have emnplet~d one 

lactation of 365 days or less lIJ.ust ha,ve produoed 500 pounds of' but

terfat in a lactation ot 365 day. or 18.1$ regardless of age. Pro-
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auotion recorda must be D~H.I.R. oX' standard I) .. H.I.i'\" 

4. A. he1t~r that has not completad a laotation of 365 days or 

leeH'; may qualify rOl? this grade if her dam. meets the requ1l'ement~ 

for production and type clasBirication~ arId the heiter meets the 

ph;Y~1aal characteristics and weight requirements for the Wlsaonsin 

Superior grade. 

(0) The :r>egietl"'atlon certificate. and transfer shall be pro

vided by the seller for registeped animals. 

Cd) Registered tarlimals not meeting requirements tor this grada 

shall be placed into other grades for which they qualify. 

(2) yl.1:.!!:gn!.tl1 Super.1orp.lJ!.i~A.. To be @lig1ble tor this 

g~ade}, all heifers and OOWEil shall m~et the following $tali.da.rd~ and 

apecifieat1ons: 

(a) Physioal charaoter18tic$~ Shall present a. very pleaSing 

appellremoe for tY~H~ with balance ot parts showing ~trength and 

bread ahar.oter~ Shall be aboVe average in aize. condition and 

development. Shall be above average it! body oap.eity~ dairy ohar .... 

• ,ot~r) gent!'ral a,ppe~u~~moe ~ and ahall hiwe a, good set of feet and 

legs. The udder of a heifer $hall be deeirabl~ tor age, with no 

obvious defect of tel!lts or udder. Udder 01' any a.nimal ir~ milk shall 

be well-balanced, strongly attached and of good quality. T~at8 

shall be of desirable sl~e and be properly placed on the udder. 

(b) Weight: Shall conform to the weight requirements for breed 

and age as provided 1n section Ag 93.05. 

(c) Colort Shall meet breed reqUirements tor reg:istratiOl'l. 

(d) Sire: Shall have a registered aire with registered name 
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and registration m;oTlber provided. 

(e) Dam! Shall be of the sallUl breed as the aire and the ottl

~ial ste.te eartag number ahall be provided. 

el) Production requirements: 

1.. It helter that; ha~ not completed a laetat:ton of 365 days or 

1 ••• may quality tor thl. grRde it ahe originate. trom a hard with 

400 po~~as or more butterrat~ yearly average, in standard or owner 

sampler D.H~I.Ji.~ and her dam ahall m~et one of the following re ... 

qu:treroenta: Actual record or. 500 pounds or more butterf.'at :tn 365 

daY5 or- le.~ at any @.ge .. or actu~l record· in 305 days or lestn 

a .. 2-y~ar old or 1st oalf -." 80% of herd. a.vel'at,r,€l ox' above" 

b .. 3-year old or 2nd calf 90% of h~rd. averag~ or above ~ 

c. It.~year old or 3J'0 calt 01'" over ....- herd average or abov~. 

2. 11 oow of' th.1$$ grade sha,ll. m~et the produotion r~(tu:1!'mnent$ 

graph. * 

(3) W1;!5~'2!i~,ill S~~!t:"~.~r:.. To be elitsible tor thi$ grade;t hetteX'ES 

Ihall meet all of the standards and specificationa sat forth tor 

the t>iiS(lOnBin SUperior D .. H~!.A. grade, tl!1toept that: 

(a) TiHH·(lt aJ;>~ no productlt:m requi):"(Hflents ~ 

(0) Cows (animal. which have oompleted a lactation of 365 days 

or leIS) are not el1gible tor this grade. 

(4) W;1$c(m.sin ',Preferred D.H.I.A. To be eligible for this 
~~'" 1 __ 'liI ...... ~t ... __ ~ __ "'"" 

grade j animals shall be very good prospects tor type and proQuat1on 

and shall (H)nttn:1n to the following standards and specifications ~ 

(a) Ph~,aioal ¢haraeterlstios: Hay be slightly lesa desirable 

than Wisconsin SUperior, but ahall be abov~ average in :size; condition, 
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have good. feet and legs* Udder of' a heir~r shall be desirable tor 

in milk shall be well-balanc&d~ strongly R.ttached and of good 

qual1t:y ~ TEfH!l.ts shall be of' desirable s.t!?:e and be properly placed 

on the udder. 

(b) Weight: Shall contorm to the weight requirements for breed 

and age as provided in aeotion Ag 93.050 

(c) Color: No d110arnlble evidenoe of cro •• breading. 

(d.) Sire: Shall be re~18tered sire of a dairy bre.d~ 

(e) Dam: Shall be of' lame breed 8.S the sira. 

(f) Produotion requirements: Shall meet the .ai!H~ requ:1r.ment~ 

for production as the Wisconsin Superior D~H.I.A. grade. 

(5) ltl1scons1n Prer6'lrr~d~ To be eligible tor thi8~rade ~ ani--- ~ -+- .. - .....-~-

mala shall meet allot the standards and specifica.tions rorvl1acon~· 

sin Pr~f'erl"'ed D.tLI.A~:> exoept that there are no produotion requ1r~~' 

menta tor this grade~ 

(6) vi1$consin Standard. To be eligible ro).'> this grade ~ flnimals 
__ ~"'!I<_j ... o6l' iIi'iI:_ ... .-,., 

shall be good prospects for type and produ.otlon and shall conform 

to thEl! following $tand~u?dB and specif1oatione: 

(a) Physical characteristics: Shall be average 1n size. condl-

tion~ bod.y aapao1t,> dairy charactliH' and gen.eral appearanoe, with no 

serioua defect of feet or legs. A heif~r shall have no obvious det

fects of' udder or teats. The udder of' an arL1.mal 1-n milk shall be 

reasonably well-balanced and attaehed 1 with teats of acoeptable size. 

(1:» We1ght~ Shall conform to the weight requirements tor breed 

and ag8 .s provided in aeotion Ag 93.05. 



(0) Colorr 

(d) Sire: 

No discernible evidence ot crossbreeding. 

Shall be 01: a dairy breed~ 

(e) Dam~ Shall be of 5&'113 bread aa the sire. 

(f') Product.l.on Z"eqU!l"~Hnemta: No pvoduotiQn l*€WOt'd,s shall be 

required. 

(7) ~~oon$~n Jl.t~.)it.y... To be el1J?;1b Ie for this grade, animals 

shall be tail' prospects tor commercial dairy replaoements and shall 

conform to the following standard.s and sp(tc1f1eationa: 

(a) Phyaiaal characteriatics: Below average in alze and develop

ment and markedly lao king in one or more of the following; body 

aapaoity~ dairy oharaGtel'"~ general appeaarance J feet and lege. A 

heifer shall have no serious deff.~ct of Udd(1r or teats a The udder or 
an animal in ml11~ may h~ markedly lacking in quality J> balance, at

tachment) teat size or placement. 

(n) Weight: Shall oonform to the weight requirements for breed 

and age as provided in section Ag 93.05. 

(c) Color: Shll).11 show no discernible evidence of' a tHJ'et' cross. 

(d) Sire! Shall be of a dairy bread~ 

(e) Dam! Shall be of' a dairy breed. 

(f) Pl?oduation I"equ:trementa; No production reoords shall be 

required. 

(S) llil~!iQrs.!:!!~. Any animal lIlhich has been g;raded that does not 

meet the requirem$nts tor any ot the grades prescribed in this ehap~, 

tel" shall be designated Undel"grade~ 

Ag 93 e 05 ~~~.. (1) All animals shall be weighed; however" 

it a seale eannot be provid~d} taped weights may be used. Tapes 
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used shall be U.S.D .. A. applt'oVed for measurements and weights. 

(2) Minimum weight requirements for the grade5 prescribed in 

this chapter shall oonform to the following tables of weights ex

pressed in pound.: 

(a) !!!lfers (two month. before to two months a.fter oal ving) • 

Superior 
Preferred 
Standard 
utility 

Superior 
Preferred 
Standard 
Utility 

:3. ~ ertt.,,!'!l .• 

Superior 
Preferred 
Standard 
Utility 

Tab±,e_, ... t 
!!~~e Ctll:~1Kl.i 

~h.tl !JiQi1,tl1. We~~ 9~_1~ 

1100 
1050 
1000 

900 

8'75 
850 
800 
725 

750 
725 
675 
600 

1125 
1075 
1025 

925 

900 
875 
825 
750 

175 
150 
100 
625 

1115 
1125 
1075 

975 

925 
900 
8S0 
715 

800 
775 
725 
650 

1015 
1025 

975 
875 

850 
825 
7'75 
100 

125 
700 
650 
575 

1100 
1050 
1000 

900 

875 
850 
800 
725 

750 
725 
675 
60() 

( b) ~he,1. re.r.~_!Hd . h~,~ t:e.r.s .A~.S s than 7~. mo!!!!!!...£;-.!~i • 

SUperior h~ifers shall contorm to th® weight for age in this table. 

Preferred h@<iters may weigh 10% leslS ~ Stand.ard 15% less ~ Utility 20% 

less. 
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Table II 

We,1,g!ttj lt~.s • .>, 

Heart 
M{e Holstein & Guernsey &: Weight fifFtf7 

(months) !3~o~n..~Ti s, ~i~·h!.;:! - {elZ.s.~y', Ubn (Inc·hes) 

It 210 205 160 200 40 
6 380 300 250 300 46 
8 500 400 350 400 51 

10 600 J495 4140 500 55 
12 700 515 520 600 59 
l~ 715 645 580 700 62 
16 850 110 630 800 65 
18 915 165 6S0 900 68 
20 915 820 125 1000 11 
22 1040 870 710 1100 13 
2~ 1100 920 820 1200 75 

(0) COW.~ (in normal milking condition). 

Table III .... ~.-~ 

Suuer1.or J?l"~rer~ S.!'_a~.5! yt.11,i t}!. --
1. !101Z$.t~.~.n " Brown. !5wis~. . 

3-year old or 2nd calf 1200 1150 1015 
4-year old or 3rd oalf 1300 1250 1150 
f\1atuX"e 1350 1300 1200 

2. GU~!r!!!eJl_ &: A:l,rehAl"!!,-

3-year old or 2nd calf 925 900 850 
l4-year old or 3rd oalf 975 950 900 
Mature 1000 975 925 

3 .. J~:t"s~ll· 
3-year old or 2nd calf 800 775 125 
4-year old or 3rd oalf' 850 825 175 
Matu~ 815 850 800 

Ag 93.06 ~@t~~!!!. (1) No person shall sell or otfer ten:' 

sale or represent any dairy cattle as graded oattle unless such cat

tle have been graded by a department grader in accordanCe with this 

chapter. 

915 
1050 
1100 

775 
825 
850 

650 
100 
125 



(2) No permon shall m1sr'epresent thfP ~r'ad.e o,f' any dairy oattle ~ 

I nor shall h~ represent any dairy cattle as being of a grade provided 

tor herein unles~ such oattle have been graded by a department grader 

in acoordanoe with this chapter. 

(3) No person shall U~a any terminology with respect to the 

quality of any dairy cattle which 1a deoeptively similar to the 

grade terminology provided for herein • 

.Ilg 93.01 ~!!!.. (1) The department ahall establish and colleot 

tees suffiaient to oover the actual coat of the grading service pro~ 

vlded for herein. 

(2) Unless the actual cost is greeter, Ii m:trdmum fee of $10 

shall be oharged~ Feee shall be at the rata ot 50 cents per head 

up to 100 head and 25 o$nts per head thereafter for all oattle graded 

during a single working day, plua actual expenses and mileage at the 

rate prov:!dect by statute for travel by state employes. 

Ag 93.08 AdY~~9r~ 0EJ!.l't,L The d:treotor of the department shall 

annually appoint an advisory board to advise h11n on the administra

tion ot this chapter. 

The rules oontained herein shall take effeot on September 1, 

Dated: July ~5 1965. 

STATE DEPARTNENT OF AGRICULTURE 



1-**1-,*,****~1-*************************************************~*** * - . ----- * * 1-*). * 
~ -~ ~ 

1- * * * * * 1- * 
* * 1- * 
1- * 
1- * 
1- * * * ~ IDEAL AYRSHIRE COW IDEAL BROWN·SWISS COW IDEAL GUERNSEY COW ~ 
1- * ( * 1-
~ ~ 
1- * 
1- * 
* * 1- * 
* * * * * * 1- * 
1- * ~ IDEAL HOLSTEIN·FRIESIAN COW IDEAL JERSEY COW ~ 

1- * 
~ BREED CHARACTERISTICS ~ 
* * 1- AYRSHIRE HORNS - Incurving, refined, medium length and tapering * * Strong and robust, showing constitution and vigor, symmetry, toward tips. No discrimination for absence of horns. ,*. :t style and balance throughout, and characterized by strongly BROWN SWISS :t 
Y attached, evenly balanced, well·shaped udder. Y 
1- COLOR-Light to deep cherry red, mahogany, brown, or a Strong and vigorous, but not coarse. Size and ruggedness * 
1- combination of any of these colors with white, or white with quality desired. Extreme refinement undesirable. * :t alone, distinctive red and white markings preferred, black COLOR - Solid brown varying from very light to dark. :t 
Y or brindle objectionable. White or off·color spots objectionable. Females with any y :t SIZE-A mature cow in milk should weigh at least 1200 Ibs. white or off·color markings above the underside of the t 
Y HORNS _ Inclining upward, refined, medium length and belly' or with white core in switch do not meet color y :t tapered toward tips. No discrimination for absence of horns. standards of the Brown Swiss breed, and shall be so desig· t 
"r nated when registered. Pink noses and light streaks up the Y * GUERNSEY side of the face objectionable. * :t Size and strength, with quality and character desired. SIZE - The minimum weight for mature cows should be t 
y COLOR - A shade of fawn with white markings clearly de· about 1400 lbs. y 

1- fined. Skin should show golden yellow pigmentation. When HORNS - Incuning and inclining slightly up. Of medium * '*' other points are equal, a clear (buff) muzzle will be favored length, lacking coarseness, tapering toward tips. Polled * t over a smoky or black muzzle. A bright golden yellow pig· animals not barred from registry. No discrimination for t 
X mentation on the nose, around the eyes, in the ears, in the absence of horns. X 
X escutcheon, around the udder and at the point of tail is HOLSTEIN 1. 
Y favored. Y :t SIZE-A mature cow in milk should weigh at least lIOO Ibs. Rugged, feminine qualities in an alert cow possessing HoI· :t 
..!.,*,Y. "In milk" means normal condition after having been in stein size and vigor. t"r 
"r milk from 3 to 6 months. COLOR - Black and white markings clearly defined. Color 
• .&. HORNS - No discrimination for absence of horns. markings that bar registry are solid black, solid white, ..&. 
X black in switch, black belly, black encircling leg touching X 
Y JERSEY hoof head, black from hoof to knee or hock, black and white Y :t Sharpness with strength indicating productive efficiency. intermixed to give color other than distinct black and white. t 
X COLOR-A shade of fawn, with or without white markings. SIZE-A mature cow in milk should weigh at least 1500 Ibs. X * SIZE-A mature cow in milk should weigh about 1000 Ibs. HORNS - No discrimination for absence of horns. * 
~ E VA L U A TI 0 N 0 F D E F E C T S t 
~ In a show ring, disqualification means that the animal is not eligible to win a prize. Any disqualified animal is not eligible t 
4- to be shown in the group classes. In slight to seriolls discrimination, the degree of seriollsness shall be determined by the judge. 4-
4- EYES 2. Bucked knees: Sligh/. 10 seri01ls discrimina· DRY COWS 4-* 1. Total blindness: DisquaUficalion. lion. Among cows of apparently equal merit: * 
...,&, 2. Blindness in one eye: Slight discrimination. 3. Evidence of arthritis, crampy hind leg: Give strong preference to cows l:n milk. ~_ X 3. Cross-eyes: Slight discrimination. Serio1ls discrimination. x: 
"r WRY FACE 4. Boggy hocks: Sligh I 10 serious discrimina- FREEMARTIN HEIFERS "r "* Slight to serio1ls discrimination. tion. Disqualification unless proved pregnant. * 
4- CROPPED EARS ABSENCE OF HORNS 4-..!.. Slight discrimination. No discrimination. OVER CONDITIONED ...!.. 
""'¥ Slight to serious discrimination. Y 4- PARROT JAW LACK OF SIZE 4-
...&. Slight 10 serious discrimination. Slight 10 serious discrimination. TEMPORARY OR MINOR INJURIES ..!.. 
X SHOULDERS UDDER Blemishes or injuries of a temporary charac- X 
Y \Vinged: Slight to serious discrimination. 1. Blind quarter: Disqualification. ter not affecting animal's usefulness: Slight 1: Y TAIL SETTING 2. Abnormal milk (bloody, clotted, watery): discrimination. Y 
..x..... Possible disqualification. A 
"r Wry tail or other abnormal tail settings: 3. Udder definitely broken away in attach· EVIDENCE OF SHARP PRACTICE V t Slight to serious discrimination. ment: Serious discrimination. 1. Animals showing signs of having been op- t 
Y LEGS AND FEET 4. A weak udder attachment: Sligh I 10 serious erated upon or tampered with for the pur- Y 
...,&. 1.' Lameness - apparently permanent and discrimination. pose of concealing faults in conformation, ~. X interfering with normal function: DisqlWli- 5. One or more light quarters, hard spots in or with intent to deceive relative to the y 
y fication. udder, obstruction in teat (spider): SHghf. animal's soundness: Disqu.alification. y + - apparently temporary and not affecting to serious discrimination. 2. Uncalved heifers showing evidence of hav- *" 
.. normal function: Slight. discrimination. 6. Side leak: Slight discrimination. ing been milked: Serious discrimination. * 
* 4-*~~*~*4-**~4-*4-***~****,*,*4-,*,********1-**4-******4-4-*****4-*4-*4-*~****4-*~ 




