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State of Wisconsin \ D E P A R T M E N T OF N A T U R A L R E S O U R C E S 

L. P. Voigt 
Secretary 

BOX 450 
MADISON, WISCONSIN 53701 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
SS 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

) 
) 
) 

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETINGS: 

I, L. P. Voigt, Secretary of the Department of Natural 

Resources, and custodian of the official records of said 

department, do, hereby certify that the annexed rules and 

regulations relating to ambient air quality standards were 

duly approved and adopted by this department on July 9, 1970. 

I further certify that said copy has been compared by me 

with the original on file in this department and that the 

same is a true copy thereof, and of the whole of such 

original. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have 
hereunto set my hand and affixed 
the official seal of the depart
ment at Pyare Square Building~ 
the Cit~?dison, this Ar 
day of ~-' 1970. 



STATE OF WISCONSIN NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - . 
IN THE MATTER of creating Chapter : . 
NR 155 of the Wisconsin Administrative: 
Code relating to ambient air quality 
standards 

A-11- 70 

ORDER OF THE STATE OF WISCONSIN NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD 

ADOPTING RULES 

Pursuant to authority vested in the State of Wisconsin Natural 

Resources Board by Sections 144.31 and 144.36, Wisconsin Statutes, 

the State of Wisconsin Natural Resources Board hereby adopts rules 

as follows: 

Chapter NR 155 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code is created 

to read: 

NR 155. 01 DEFINITIONS. (1) Air pollut~H·· The presence in 

the atmosphere of one or more air contaminants in such qnaitities and 

of such duration as is or tends to be injurious to human health or 

wel~are, animal or plant life, ?r property, or water quality, or would 

unreasonably interfere with the enjoyment of life or property, or 

would reduce the visibility on public roads, waterways and harbors, 

so as to create hazard, or would interfere with the safe operation 

of aircraft or an airport. 

(2) Air region. An area designated by federal law in which a 

program of air pollution control is im~lemented on a regional basis. 

(3) Air standard. The maximum level of any air contaminant 

existing in the ambient air during a ·stated period of time as adopted 

by the natural resources board. 
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(4) Ambient air. The open air or atmosphere exterior to.buildings. 

(5) Emission. Release of air contaminants into the ambient air. 
==--==----= 

(6) Gas. A gas or gaseous mixture oth~r than the ambient air. 
= 

(7) Mist. A suspension of liquid in any gas or the ambient air. 
= 

(8) Odor. That property of an air conta~inant that affects the 

sense of smell. 

(9) Particulate matter. Any material that exists as a solid. 

(10) Person. Any owner, tenant, lessee, individual, partnership, 
=~ 

association, syndicate, company, firm, trust, corporation, government 

corporation, cooperative, department, bureau, agency, or other entity. 

(11) Suspended particulate matter. Solids suspended in the ambient 

air. 

(12) Toxic. Having a poisonous or deleterious effect on human, 

plant, or animal life. 

NR 155.02 GUIDELINES FOR APPLICATION OF THE STANDARDS. (1) Goal~. 

The achie~ement and maintenance of desired air quality as expressed by 

air standards is the intended result of applying these and other rules 

of the department and those of ·county or local control programs, which 

are equally or more stringent and restrictive, and the use of long-

range plan~ to manage air quality on a regional basis. Air standards 

do not assure air quality since population, transportation, commercial 

and ~ndustrial levels are always changing. A constant and flexible 

effort is required to maintain the ait st~nda~ds. 

(2) Enforcement. (a) Air regions. All persons within an air region 

are required to limit their emissions to at least the standards of the 

air pollution control rules, Chapter NR 154, Wis. Admin. Code, and t6 



such greater extent as required by more stringent or restrictive local 

ordinances. In addition, special orders, which are not general in 

application, may be issued where appropriate in cases where no quanti-

tative emission limit exists in the air pollution control rules of 

Chapter NR 154 for a pollutant which is covered by an air standard. 

Characteristics of fuels and raw materials may be prescribed by the 

department for existing and planned facilities. I 
I 

1. Hearings, orders and appeals. See NR l54 .12, Wis. Admin. Corle, 

air pollution control rules, 

2. Penalties. See s. 144.57, Wis. Stats. 
1 

I 
(b) Outside of air regions. Where air quality data or the evalu11 

atio~ of emissions or plans indicate emissions in a localized area 

are or will be the cause of exceeding air standards currently in 
I 

effect in designated air regions having similar characteristics, the 1 

department may require appropriate control measures in·accordance with 

section NR 155,02 (2)(a). 

(c) Where existing air quality is better than adopted standards, 

the standards shall not be interpreted to permit a significant degrada-

tion of local or regional air quality. 

NR 155.03 AIR STANDARDS. (2) Air regions. (a) Milwaukee air 

reg ion. The area designated under prov :iS iors of the clean air act of 

1967, public law 90-148, consisting of Kenosha, Milwaukee, Ozaukee, 

Racine, Walworth, Washington, and Waukesha counties. 

1. . Particulate matter. a. Maximum suspended, tot.al. 

I. Annual average, geometric: 75 micrograms per cubic meter. 

II. Daily average: 200 micrograms per cubic meter as a daily 
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average not to be exceeded more than one percent (1%) of the time on 

annual basis. 

III. 

2. 

I. 

The daily value: 260 micrograms per cubic meter. 

Gases. a. Maximum sulfur oxides. 

Annual average, geometric: ,025 parts per million (72 

micrograms per cubic meter). 

II. 24 Hours: ,10 parts per million (286 micrograms per 

cubic meter) not to be exceeded more than one percent (1%) of the 

time. 

III. 1 Hour: 

meter). 

.42 parts per million (1191 micrograms per cubic 

NR 155,04 MEASUREMENT OF AIR QUALITY, (1) General. Measurement 

of air quality shall be conducted as prescribed in this section. 

Alternate methods may be used as authorized by the department. 

(2) Particulate mattef. (a) Susperided, total. Samples shall 

be collected on an 8 x 10-inch filter while drawi~g 30 to 70 cubic 

feet per minute through the filter during a 24-hour period. The 

filter shall be weighed before and after sampling with suitable 

control of moisture conditi6ns. 

(3) _9:ases. (a) Sulfur oxid~s. Acceptable methods of analyses 

are the electro-conductivity, the hydrogen peroxide, and the West

Gaeke colorimetric methods. 

NR 155,08 SEVERABILITY. (1) Should any section, paragraph, 

phrase, sentence, or clause of this chapter be declared invalid or 

unconstitutional for any reason, the ·remainder of this chapter shall 

not be affected thereby. 
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The foregoing was approved by the State of Wisconsin Natural 

Resources Board on July 9, 1970. 

The rules contained herein shall take effect on September 1, 

1970. 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 


