
STATE OF WISCONSIN ) 
) SS 

MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD ) 

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETINGS: 

I, Thomas E. Henney, M.D., Secretary of the Medical Examining Board, 

and custodian of the officia1 records of said Board, do hereby certify that 

theannexed rules and regu1ations re1ating to abortions were du1y approved 

and adopted by this board on December 5, 1973. 

I further certify that said copy has been compared by me with the 

origina1 on fi1e in this board and the same is a true copy thereof, and of 

the whole of such origina1. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have 
hereunto set my hand and affixed 
the official seal of the board 
&the Capito1 in the city of 
Madison, this 12th day of 
December, 1973. 

. ~,t. /~,....:.~ J..v,d 
Thomas E. Henney, M. D. , 'secre ary d .. 

,ORDER OF THE MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD, 
ADOPTING,AMENDING OR REPEALING RULES 

Pursuant to authority vested in the Medical Exami'ning Board by 

Section 448, Wis. Stats., the board hereby creates Chapter Med 12 attached hereto. 

The ru1es contained herein shal1 take effect as provided in Section 227.026 

Wis Stats. 

~~~~=~JhJJ. 
Thomas E. Henney, 

oO 
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Med 12.02 Abortian defined 

Chapter Med 12 

ABORTIONS 

Med 12.03 Practice of medicine and surgery 

Med 12.04 First 12 weeks of gestation 
Med 12.05 After 12 weeks gestation 

Med 12.01 Application. The rules in this chapter are adopted in 
accordance with the authority delegated to the Medical Examining Board under 
sec. 1508 (5), Stats., and are for the professional and ethical guidance of the 
medical profession. Violations of these rules will be considered to be detrimental 
to the best interests of the public within the meaning of sec. 448.18 (1) (g), Stats. 

Med 12.02 Abortion defined. Withi·n the meaning of this chapter, abortian 
means the artificial, intentional disruptionor removal of the implanted 
blastocyst, embryo, or fetus from the uterus of a pregnant woman by whatever means. 

Med 12.03 Practice of medicine and surgery. The performance of abortions 
involves medical and surgical procedures which are governed by the Medical Practice 
Act and must be performed by physicians duly licensed by the Medical Examining Board. 
No physician shall be required to perform an,abortion. 

Med 12.04 First 12 weeks of gestation. If an abortion is to be performed 
by a physician during the first 12 weeks of gestation in a faci1ity other than a 
hospi~a1 approved under sec. 140.26, Stats., in which general surgical procedures 
are customarily performed, the physician shall: 

.~ 

. (a) Provide preoperative instructions a,nd counseling of the patient by 
appropriately trained individuals. . 

(b) Provide a receiving facility wher~ the patient may be prepared 
and may receiv~ riecessary preoperative medication and observatio~. 

'(c) Perform and record preoperative historyand physical examination; 
verify the existence and duration of pregnancy; and perform appropriate laboratory 
procedures inc1uding, as a minimum, blood typing, Rh factor determination, 
hemoglobin determination, white blood count, and urinalysis. 

(d) Provide for prevention of Rh sensitization. 
(e) Provide a physical place where the abortion procedure is carried out, 

and use techniques and procedures which assure proper sterility, asepsis, and 
antisepsis. 

(f) Provide for appropriate equipment and appropriately trained personnel 
for operative procedures, anesthesia, and resuscitation. 

(g) Have arrangements with a hospital approved under sec. 140.26, Stats., 
for admission of patients needing hospital care. Such hospital shall be located 
sufficiently near the facility used so that the patient could be transferred to and 
arrive at the hospital within 30 minutes of the time when hospitalization appears 
necessary. 

(h) Provide a recovery facility where the patient can be observed until 
she has sufficiently recovered from the procedure and the anesthesia and can be 
safely discharged by the physician. 

(i) Provide for postoperative instructions and arrangements for follow-up. 
(j) Maintain at the facility adequate permanent records relating to all 

such patients covering the above matterso 
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Chapter Med 12 Continued 

Med 12.05 After 12 weeks gestation. If an abortion is to be perfdrmed 
after the twelfth week of gestation, exeept in an emergeney, it must be 
performed in a hospital approved by the state under see. 140.26, Stats., in 
whieh general surgieal proeedures are eustomarily performed. 


