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exceed an area greater than 20% of the roof area except as permitted 
under occupancy sections. 

1. No individual dome or group of domes 01' skylights shall exceed 
100 square feet. 

a. Domes or groups of domes or skylights shall be separated from 
each other by at least 8 feet laterally and 10 feet along the slope of 
the roof. 

(7) Building locations: 
(a) When the distance between buildings located on the same 

property is less than 10 feet, the following shall apply: 
1. Where the combined gross area for these buildings is less than 

that allowable for one building the exterior wall shall satisfy minimum 
requirements listed for class of construction in table 51.03-A. 

a. Buildings classified as wood frame under subsections Ind 51.03 
(7) or (8) shall have exterior walls with a fire-resistive rating of not 
less than that requil'ed for these buildings when satisfying the 10 feet 
to 30 feet distance to property line shown in table 51.03-A. 

2. Where the combined gross area for these buildings is greater 
than that allowable for one building, one of the opposing walls shall 
be not less than a 4-hour fire-resistive rated fire division wall 01' 
building division wall, whichever applies. Where buildings are of 
different classes of construction, the lesser allowable gross area shall 
apply. 

(8) Interior balcony 01' mezzanine. Interior balconies or mezzanine 
floors shall have fire-resistive ratings as required for the story in 
which it is located. 

(9) No pipes, wires, cables, ducts or other service equipment shall 
be imbedded lengthwise in the required fire-resistive protection of any 
structural member except as allowed in approved fire rated assemblies. 

(10) Exposed exterior structural columns and framing. The 1'e
quired fire-resistive hourly 1'ating may be omitted on noncombustible 
columns and framing when the building does not exceed 2 stories and 
the fire separation to the center of a street, or to the property line 
or buildings on the same property, is greater than 30 feet. 

(11) Stairways, elevators and vertical shafts which serve 3 or more 
floor levels shall be enclosed with fire-resistive rated construction 
equal to or better than requirements specified in Table 51.03-A, except 
as exempted below: 

(a) In buildings with 3 floor levels, the stairways in the upper 2 
levels may be left open provided all stairways leading to the lowest 
level are separated from the upper levels with fire-resistive rated 
construction as specified in Table 51.03-A or better. \ 

(b) Conditions specified in subsections Ind 55.09 (1) (a) and (b) 
as applied to a place of worship are acceptable. 

(12) PARAPET WALLS: (a) Parapet walls not less than 8 inches 
in thickness and 2 feet in height shall be provided on all exterior 
walls of masonry 01' concrete, where such walls connect with roofs 
other than roofs that are of noncombustible construction throughout; 
but this section shall not apply to: 

1. Buildings where type No. 7 and No.8 construction would be 
permitted under the provisions of this code; 

• See Appendix A for further explanatory material. 
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2. Walls which face streets or alleys; 
3. Walls where not less than 10 feet of vacant space is maintained 

between the wall and the property line; 
4. Walls which are not less than 10 feet from other buildings on 

the same property. 
(b) All parapet walls shall be properly coped with noncombustible 

weatherproof material. 

(13) FIRE DIVISION WALLS. Fire division walls shall have not less 
than a 4-hour fire-resistive rating as specified in section Ind 51.04 and 
shall comply with one of the following conditions: 

(a) The wall shall extend 3 feet above the roof. \ 
(b) The wall shall connect and make tight contact with roof decks 

of at least 2-hour fire-resistive noncombustible construction on both 
sides of the wall. 

(c) The wall shall connect and make tight contact with roofs of 
noncombustible construction on both sides of the wall and shall be 
noncontinuous at the wall. 

(14) DETERMINATION OF NUMBER OF STORIES.* For purposes of 
establishing the maximum allowable stories in the various classes of 
construction stated in section Ind 51.03, the number of stories shall 
be determined on the following basis: 

(a) The first floor shall be determined flrst and this level shall 
satisfy the following conditions: 

1. Is the lowest floor having one or more required exits for that 
floor and for any floor(s) above or below. 

a. If condition stated in 1. is not satisfied, the highest floor level 
shall be considered the first floor. 

2. 'l'he elevation of the fil'st floor shall be at or not more than 
6 feet above an exit discharge grade. 

3. The door sill of all required exit discharges from the flrst floor 
shall be at or not more than 3 feet above exit discharge grade. 

(b) An interior balcony or mezzanine floor which exceeds 25,000 
square feet 01' one third (11), whichever is least, of the net area 
enclosed within exterior walls and/or fire division walls shall be 
counted as a story. 

(c) Penthouse (s) with a total area that exceeds 50% of the total 
roof area shall be counted as a story(ies). 

(d) Construction according to subsection Ind 51.02 (4) (b) 1. b. 
shall also be counted as a story(ies). 

(e) Total number of stories shall include the first floor plus all 
stories above and those stories determined by subsections Ind 51.02 
(14) (b), (c) and (d). 

1. Floor levels satisfying the definition of basement(s), ground 
floor (s), attic, interior balcony (ies) and/or mezzanine floor (s), unless 
otherwise stated, shall not be counted as a story(ies). For exception, 
see Appendix A-51.02 (14), Illustration No.4. 

History: Cr. Register, June, 1972, No. 198, eft. 1-1-73 L r. (9) ILnd (10), 
renum. (3) to be (4), (4), (5), (6)~ (7), (8) to be (6), ('/), (8)1.. (9), (10), 
am. (2) (a), cr. (3), (In, (11), (12), (13) and (14), Register, ;:;eptember, 
1973, No. 213, eft. 10-1-73; am. (14) (d), Register, February, 1974, No. 
218, eft. 3-1-74 . 

• See Appendix A for further explanatory material. 
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