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Chapter Ind 55 

THEATERS AND ASSEMBLY HALLS 

Ind 66.001 Theaters Ind 55.35 Automatic IlPrlnklerll 
Ind 56.01 Assembly halls Ind 55.39 Use of "safety-base" 111m 
Ind 55.02 Class of construction Ind 55.40 Motion picture machine 
Ind 65.08 Height above grade booths. general 
Ind 5504 Exposure and courts Ind 55.41 Construction of booth 
Ind 56.05 Separation from other Ind 55.42 Doors 

occupancies Ind 55.48 Openings 
Ind 55.06 Capacity Ind 55.44 Ventilation ot booths 
Ind 55.07 Number and location of Ind 55.45 Relief outlets 

exits Ind 55.46 Electric wiring 
Ind 65.08 Type of exits Ind 55.47 iMotion picture machine 
Ind 55.09 Stall'ways Ind 55.48 Fire protection In booth; 
Ind 55.10 Exit doorways and doors care and use of tllm 
Ind 65.11 EXit lights Ind 55.49 Portable booths 
Ind 66.12 Width of exits Ind 66.60 Maintenance 
Ind 55.18 . Seating Ind 55.51 Grandstands 
Ind 55.14 Width of aisles ~nd 65.52 Exits 
Ind 56.15 Lobbies and foyers Ind 55.63 Aisles a.nd passageways 
Ind 55.16 IncHnes and aisle steps Ind 55.54 Seating 
Ind 55.17 Obstruction Ind 55.55 Guard ralls 
Ind 55.18 Mirrors and false open- Ind 55.56 Portable g-ra.ndstands or 

Ings bleachers 
Ind 55.19 Decorations Ind 55.57 Inspection 
Ind 55.20 Elevator and vent shafts Ind 55.58 Tents 
Ind 55.21 Stage separa.tion Ind 55.59 StructUl'al requirements 
Ind 55.22 Proscenium wall Ind 55.60 Flame resistance 
Ind 55.23 Proscenium curtain Ind 55.61 Fire hazards 
Ind 55.24 Automatic smoke outlet Ind 55.62 Exits 
Ind 611.211 Stage vestibules Ind 55.63 Electrical Installations 
Ind 65.28 Footllght trough Ind 55.64 Fire extinguishing 
Ind 55.27 Fireproof paint equipment 
Ind 55.28 Stage accessory rooms Ind 55.65 Illumination; exit Ilghts 
Ind 56.29 Boller and furnace and signs 

rooms Ind 55.66 Boiler and furnace 
Ind 55.30 Lights and lighting room 
Ind 55.32 Sanitary equipment Ind 65.67 Toilet iaclllties 
Ind 55.83 Standpipes Ind 65.68 Outdoor theaters 
Ind 56.84 Fire extinguishers 

Ind 55.001 Theaters. In the theater classification, are included all 
buildings or parts of buildings, containing an assembly hall, having a 
stage which may be equipped with curtains or permanent or movable 
scenery, or which is otherwise adaptable to the showing of plays, 
operas, motion pictures or similar forms of entertainment. 

Ind 55.01 Assembly halls. (1) In the assembly hall classification 
are included all buildings, or parts of buildings, other than theaters, 
which will accommodate more than 100 persons for entertainment, 
,recreation, worship or dining purposes. 

Notel For assembly areas in connection with schools and other places 
of Instruction. refer to Wis. Adm. Code chapter Ind 56. 

(a) Every assembly hall which will accommodate not more than 
100 persons shall conform to the requirements of Wis. Adm. Code 
chapter Ind 54, covering factories, office and mercantile buildings. 

HlstoI'}l' I 1-2-56; am. (1) (lntro. par.). Register. March. 1972. No. 195. 
eft. 4-1-72. 

Ind 55.02 Class of construction. (1) The capacities of buildings or 
. parts of buildings in this classification for the various types of con-
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struction shall not exceed, and shall comply with, the following 
requirements: 

MAXIMUM CAPACITIES 
Tvpe 0/ Oot18tl'Uotioti With Stage Without Stage 
Type No. 1 and No. 2 _______________________ No IImlt No limit 
Type No. 3 and No. 4 _______________________ 750 1,500 
Type No. 5 and No. 6 _______________________ 500 1,000 
Type No. 7 and No. 8 _______________________ 300 750 

(a) Exception. For unlimited capacity, the fire protection of struc­
tural steel supporting the roof may be omitted for one-story buildings 
meeting type No.1, 2 and 3 construction provided the building has 
no ground 01' basement floors. Heavy timber columns and roof fram­
ing may be substituted for structural steel framing. The roof decking 
shall be of noncombustible construction meeting the fire-resistive 
ratings of Table 51.03-A. 

(2) Type No.7 and No.8 construction. (See Ind 51.03.) Whel'e 
buildings of these classifications are erected of Type No.7 or No.8 
construction, the following l'estrictions shall apply: 

(a) Not more than one story in height without a balcony, and with 
no ground floor or basement except a heating and fuel room enclosed 
with fire-resistive construction as specified in section Ind 55.29, with 
all interior openings protected with self-closing fire-resistive doors 
as specified in section Ind 51.047. 

(b) Located at least 20 feet from any other building or adjoining 
property line. 

(c) Is not built in connection with a building used for any other 
purpose. 

(d) Is provided with foundation walls and piers of masonry 
construction. 

(e) Where motion picture booths are required, they shall be en­
closed with 2-hour fire-resistive construction. 

Ewception: In places of worship, a full basement and a balcony 
seating not more than 30 persons may be provided. 

(3) Balconies accommodating more than 100. In any theater or 
assembly hall, balconies which accommodate more than 100 persons 
shall be of Type No.1 or No.2 construction as specified in section 
Ind 51.03. 

History: 1-2-56; (1); (1) (a); (2); (2) (a); (2) (b); (2) (c); (2) (d); 
(2) (e); (2) (f); (3); am. Register, June. 1956; No.6, efr. 7-1-56; am. 
(1) (a), Register, August, 1957, No. 20, eft. 9-1-57

1
' am. Register, Janu­

ary, 1961, No. 61, eft. 2-1-61; am. (2) (a), Reg ster, February, 1971, 
No. 182, eft. 7-1-71; r. and reel'. (2) (a) efr. 8-1-71 and expo 1-1-72; cr. 
(2) (a) eft. 1-1-72, Register, July, 1971 No. 187; r. and recr. (1), am. 
(2) intro. par., and (3), Register} June, 1972. No. 198, eft. 1-1-73; cr. (1) 
(a), Register, September, 1973, NO. 213, eft. 10-1-73; am. (2) (a), Regis­
ter. May, 1974, No. 221, eft. 6-1-74; am. (1) (a), Register, July. 1974, 
No. 223, eft. 8-1-74. 

Ind 55.03 Height above grade. (1) THEATERS. The height of the 
sills of the principal entrance doors to any theater, as defined in 
section Ind 55.001, shall be not more than 18 inches above the outside 
grade at that point. The floor level at the highest row of seats on 
the main floor shall not be more than 6 feet above the outside grade 
at the main entrance; the floor level at the lowest row of seats on 
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