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STATE OF WISCONSIN 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
)W~~rq.· ~~W.-~~TI .. 

t SEP 3 0 1977 U \ 
.. J 1/ ,'_3 ~,~ . 

REV1SOR Of SrATi)Tt;S~ li 
8UREAU CHYd~W-e-

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS COME, GREETINGS: 

I, Dale Cattanach, Secretary of the Department of 

Transportation, and 1ega1 custodian of the officia1 records 

of the Department, do hereby certify that the annexed ru1es 

re1ating to motor vehic1e manufacturers' 1icenses have been 

du1y approved and adopted by this Department on September 29th 

1977. 

I further certify that the copy has been compared by me 

with the origina1 fi1ed in this Department, and that the same 

is a true and correet copy of the whole of such origina1. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have 

hereunto set my hand and 

affixed the officia1 seal of 

the Department of Transportation 

at the Hill Farms State Office 

Building in the city of Madison, 

Wisconsin, this 29th day of 

September, 1977. 

Dale Cattanach, Secretary 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation 



BEFORE THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION OF THE STATE OF WISCONSIN 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

IN THE MATTER OF THE PROPOSED 
ADOPTION OF CHAPTER MVD 27 OF 
THE WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE, 
RELATING TO ISSUANCE OF MOTOR 
VEHICLE MANUFACTURERS' LICENSES 

ORDER ADOPTING RULES 

Pursuant to authority vested in the Seeretary of the 

Department of Transportation under see. 218.01 (5) (e), Wis. 

Stats., the Seeretary of the Department of Transportation 

hereby adopts rules as follows: 

Chapter MVD 27 of the WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE, 

entitled "Motor Vehiele Manufaeturers' Lieenses" is hereby 

adopted as provided in Exhibit II A" attaehed hereto and 

ineorporated herein by referenee. 

The rules eontained herein shall take effeet on the first 

day of the month following its publication in the Wiseonsin 

Administrative Register in aeeordanee with see. 227.026 (1) (a), 

Wis. Stats. 

Dated at Madison, Wiseonsin, this 29th day of September, 1977. 

Dale Cattanaeh, Seeretary 
Wiseonsin Department of Transportation 



(Exhibi t A) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

CHAPTER MVD 27 

MOTOR VEHICLE MANUFACTURERS' LICENSES 

MVD 27.01 Purpose. The purpose of this ehapter is: 

(1) To establish the administrative interpretation of 

the terms "manufaeturer" as used in see. 218.01 (1) (n), 

Wis. Stats., and "new motor vehiele" as used in see. 218.01 

(3) (a) 27, Wis. Stats., for the purposes of determining 

whether persons who are engaged in modifying or eonverting 

previously assembled or manufaetured motor vehicles are 

eligible for motor vehiele manufacturers' licenses and are 

thereby authorized to issue eertifieates of dealer appointment 

for motor vehiele dealer lieensing purposes under see. 

218.01 (2) (be), Wis. Stats. and implementing the enforeement 

of see. 218.01 (3) (a) 27, Wis. Stats.; and 

(2) To preseribe proeedures for issuing manufaeturers' 

statements of origin (MSO's) and the titling and registration 

of modified or eonverted vehicles and of vehieles assembled 

or manufaetured by final stage manufaeturers. 

MVD 27.02 Applieability. The provisions of this ehapter 

relating to eligibility for motor vehicle manufacturers' 

lieenses and motor vehiele dealers' lieenses for the sale or 

distribution of new motor vehieles shall apply to all sueh 

licenses issued on or after the effeetive date of this rule 

and shall apply to any renewal of any such lieense that was 

issued prior to the effeetive date of this rule. 



MVD 27.03 Definitions. In this chapter: 

(1) "Complete motor vehicle" means a motor vehicle 

that requires no further manufacturing or assembly operations, 

other than the addition of readily attachable components 

such as mirrors, seats, or tire or rim assemblies, or minor 

finishing operations such as painting, to be legally operable 

on a public highway for the purpose of transporting persons 

or property. The term does not include a chassis unit with 

or without cab intended for completion as a motor home or as 

a motor truck with permanently installed equipment designed 

for nontransportation purposes such as, but not limited to, 

cranes, backhoes and the like. 

(2) "Converter" means any person engaged in modifying 

or converting previously assembled or manufactured complete 

motor vehicles. 

(3) "Final stage manufacturer" means a person who 

performs such manufacturing operations on an incomplete 

vehicle that it becomes a complete vehicle and who owns the 

completed vehicle. 

( 4) "Major manufacturing alteration" means: (a) . Any 

alteration or modification that substantially changes the 

original. configuration, structure or specifications of basic 

components of a previously assembled or manufactured complete 

motor vehicle. 

(b) The term also includes the permanent installation 

of special equipment designed for ambulance or mortuary 

purposes or for transportation of physically handicapped 

persons confined to wheelchairs. 



(e) The term al so ineludes eonversion of motor vehieles 

for use as motor homes as defined in sub. (6). 

(d) The term does not inelude alterations involving 

only: 

1. The addition, substitution, or removal of readily 

attaehable eomponents such as mirrors, seats, or tire or 

rim assembliesi 

2. Minor finishing operations such as painting, 

earpeting or other deeorative trimming; 

3. Installation of windows or skylights; 

4. Installation in a vehiele, other than a motor home, 

of bed frames, eabinets, televisions, sound reproduction 

systems or other interior applianees designed for aeeommodating 

passengers; 

5. Any eombination of alterations enumerated in 

subds. 1 to 4; or 

6. Roof extensions. 

(5) "Manufaeturing" as applied to a eonverter means 

the installation on a previously assembled or manufaetured 

eomplete vehiele of a speeial body or equipment that when 

installed forms an integral part of the motor vehiele and 

eonstitutes a major manufaeturing alteration. 

(6) "Motor home" means a motor vehiele designed to be 

operated upon a highway for use as a temporary or reereational 

dwelling and having the same internal eharaeteristies and 

equipment as a mobile home, ineluding: 

(a) A water supply system ineluding plumbing, a faueet 



and a sink, ~esigned as either self-eontained, or for 

eonneetion with an external water supply, or both; 

(b) Permanently installed cooking faeilities; 

(e) A permanently installed ice box or mechanieal 

refrigeration unit; 

(d) Dining faeilities; 

(e) Sleeping faeilities; 

(f) A permanently installed eleetrieal system, either 

separate from the vehiele's engine eleetrieal system or an 

external eleetrieal power souree, or both; 

(g) A minimum of 6 fe et of headroom within the interior 

living space provided by either a permanently installed 

rigid roof extension or a meehanieally operated expandable 

roof extension. 

(7) "New motor vehiele" means any motor vehiele that 

has not been privately titled and that has not been operated 

more miles than reguired for pre-delivery test, dealer 

exchange and delivery. For the purpose of this ehapter and 

see. 21~.01 (3) (a) 27, Wis. Stats., "newmotorvehiele" 

ineludes an "exeeutive" motor vehiele, as defined in see. 

MVD 24.01 (2) (a), and a "demonstrator" motor vehiele, as 

defined in see. MVD 24.01 (2) (b). 

(8) "Privately titled" means a vehiele titled by a 

private individual or any party other than a lieensed motor 

vehiele manufaeturer, distributor, wholesaler, or dealer. 



(9) "Dsed motor vehiele" means any motor vehiele other 

than a new motor vehlele. 

MVD 27.04 Issuanee of motor vehiele manufaeturers' lieenses 

to eonverters. 

(1) A eonverter is eligible for a motor vehiele manu

faeturer's lieense only if the eonverter is engaged in 

manufaeturing as defined in see. MVD 27.03 (5) and the 

eonverter owns the eompleted unit on whieh the eonverter's 

manufaeturing operations were performed. 

(2) A eonverter is not reguired to possess a valid 

motor vehiele manufaeturer's lieense in order to perform 

manufaeturing operations on motor vehieles owned by another 

manufaeturer, distributor, lieensed dealer or other person. 

MVD 27.05 Issuanee of motor vehiele wholesalers' lieenses 

to eonverters. 

(1) A eonverter is eligible for a motor vehiele whole

saler's Iieense if: 

(a) The eonverter modifies or eonverts new eomplete 

motor vehielesi 

(b) The eonversion work does not eonstitute manu

faeturing as defined in see. MVD 27.03 (5); and 

(e) The eonverter owns the eompleted unit on whieh the 

eonverter's eonversion operations were performed. 

(2) A eonverter operating under a valid motor vehieIe 

wholesaler's lieense may: 

(a) Be assigned and may reassign original manufaeturers' 

statements of origin (MSO's); and 



(b) Operate the converted vehicles on a public highway 

with distributor plates assigned to the converter., 

(3) A converter operating under a valid motor vehicle 

wholesalerts license may not: 

(a) Engage in retail sales of the vehicles without a 

motor vehicle dealer's license and without being franchised 

by the original manufacturer to sell new motor vehicles of 

that type and makei 

(b) Issue its own manufacturer's statements of origini 

or 

(c) Appoint as its own franchised dealers any dealer 

that is not already franchised to sell new motor vehicles of 

the same make and type as the converted vehicle. 

MVD 27.06 Titling and registration procedures. 

(1) (a) New motor vehicles that are modified or converted 

under a valid motor vehicle manufacturer's license shall be 

initially titled and registered with the vehicle name and 

vehicle identification number assigned by the converter

manufacturer. The converter shall issue a secondary manu

facturer's statement of origin (MSO) and shall assign the 

MSO to its own franchised motor vehicle dealer offering the 

converted vehicle for sale to retail purchasers. 

(b) The department may also require the filing of the 

original MSO issued by the primary manufacturer as a prerequisite 

to titling and registration of particular converted vehicles 

and may include the original vehicle name and vehicle identification 

number on the certificate of title if it determines that: 



1. Not~ithstanding the manufaeturing alterations 

performed on the vehiele, the vehiele's general appearanee 

may ereate eonfusion with respeet to its aetual identifieationi 

or 

2. The retention of the original manufaeturer's 

assigned vehiele name and vehiele identifieation number on 

the eertifieate of title and registration re cord will assist 

law enforeement ageneies in enforeing the vehiele titling 

and anti-theft law or will serve to proteet the public by 

assisting the original manufaeturer's vehiele reeall safety 

eampaigns. 

(2) New motor vehieles that are not modified or eonverted 

under a valid motor vehiele manufaeturer's lieense shall be 

initially titled and registered with the vehiele name and 

vehiele identifieation number assigned by the original 

manufaeturer. The department may al so inelude on the eertifieate 

of title such informatian relating to the identity af the 

eanverter as it deems neeessary to proteet the interests of 

the buying public and to assist law enforeement ageneies. 

(3) New motor vehieles that are manufaetured or assembled 

by a final stage manufaeturer under a valid motar vehiele 

manufaeturer's lieense shall be initially titled and registered 

with the vehiele name and vehiele identifieation number 

assigned by the final stage manufaeturer. The department 

may also inelude on the eertifieate of title such information 

relating to the identity of the original manufaeturer as it 



deems neeessary to proteet the interests of the buying 

public and to assist law enforcement ageneies. 

(4) Used motor vehieles that are modified or eonverted 

under a valid motor vehiele manufacturer's license and 

modified or converted used vehieles, such as semi-trailers, 

that are required to be registered by law, shall be initially 

titled and registered with the vehiele name and vehicle 

identifieation number assigned by the converter-manufaeturer. 

The department shall also require information relating to 

the eonverted vehiele's previous title and registration, 

including the vehiele's original vehiele name and vehiele 

identifieation number, and shall inelude sueh information on 

the title certifieate and in the registration files. 

(end) 


