
STATE OF WISCONSIN 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE~ 
TRADE & CONSUMER PROTECTION 

SS 

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS 'SHALL COME, GREETINGS: 

I, Norm E. Kirschbaum, Administrator, Food Division, and custodian of 

the official records of said Division do hereby certify that the annexed 

order repealing and adopting rule~ relating to cheese stylei, boxes and 

hoops, Wis. Adm. Code Chapter Ag 84, Cheese Styles, Boxes and Hoops, was 

duly adopted by the Department on May 2, 1978. 

I further certify that said copy has been compared by me.with the 

original on file in the Dep~rtment and that the same is a true copy thereof, 

and of the whole of such original. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand at Madison, Wisconsin, 

this 2nd day of May, 1978. 



ORDER OF THE STATE OF WISCONSIN 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION 

REPEALING AND ADOPTING RULES 

Pursuant to authority vested in the State of Wisconsin Department of 

Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection by sections 93.07(1) and 93.09, 

Wis. Stats., the State of Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and 

Consumer Protection hereby repeals and adopts rules as follows: 

Section 1. Chapter Ag 119 of the Wis. Adm. Code is repealed. 

Section 2. Chapter Ag 84 of the Wis. Adm. Code is adopted to read: 

CHAPTER AG 84 
CHEESE STYLES, BOXES AND HOOPS 

Ag 84.01 Definitions. (1) "Department" means the state of Wisconsin 

department of agriculture, trade and consumer protection. 

(2) "Cheese" means cheddar, granular, colby, washed curd, Monterey 

(Jack) and Swiss cheese. 

(3) "Boxes" means wood, fiber, corrugated metal, or veneer containers 

used as receptacles for cheese. 

(4) "Diameter" means the diameter of the larger round end of cylindrical 

shaped cheese. 

(5) "Cheese hoops" means forms used to mold various styles of cheese 

described under section Ag 84.02. 

(6) "Scale board" means a flat piece of wood or veneer placed in the 

cheese box or container to protect the cheese from damage. 
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Ag 84.02 Cheese styles; standards. Cheese manufactured and sold under 

the following traditional styles shall conform to the size and weight standards 

for such styles as specified in the table below: 

Style 

(1) CHEDDAR 

(2) FLAT 

(3) DAISY 

(4) LONGHORN 

(5) MIDGET 

(6) 20-LB. BLOCK 

(7) 40-LB. BLOCK 

(8) 60-LB. BLOCK 

(9) 640-LB. BLOCK 

(10) BARREL; 55 GAL. 
(a) Metal 
(b) Fiber 

(11) SWISS CHEESE 
RINDLESS BLOCKS 

Weight in Diameter 
Pounds in Inches 

70 to 78 

32 to 37 

21 to 24 

12~ to 133/4 

11 to 12~ 

20~ to 22 

41 to 44 

61 to 65 

640 Minimum 

480 Minimum 
480 Minimum 

14~ 

14~ 

14 

6 

93/4 

22~ 
23~ 

(a) Single 95 to 98 
(b) Double 190 to 196 

Height 
in Inches 

12 to 12~ 

6 1/8 to 6~ 

4 to 4~ 

12 to 12~ 

4~ to 43/8 

31/8 to 35/8 

67/8 to 7 3/4 

10 3/8 to 10 5/8 

33~ 
33 to 34 

7 to 8~ 
7 to 8~ 

Length Width 
in Inches in Inches 

14 to 14~ 11 to ll~ 

14 to 14~ 11 to ll~ 

14 to 14~ 11 to ll~ 

25 to 26~ 15 to 153/4 
25 to 26~ 30 to 31~ 

Ag 84.03 Cheese hoops. Cheese hoops shall be of such size and shape 

that the cheese molded therein will conform to size and weight standards for 

cheese styles as specified under section Ag 84.02. 

Ag 84.04 New boxes. All boxes or containers for cheese shall be securely 

nailed or bound together and strong enough to carry the weight of the cheese 

they are designed to carry, and shall conform to the following requirements: 
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(1) The dimensions of boxes or containers shall be sufficient to permit 

the easy entrance and removal of the cheese and thoroughly envelop and protect 

the cheese. 

(2) All boxes shall be clean and free of insects or other forms of con­

tamination prior to sale or use. 

(3) Boxes manufactured from wood or veneer shall be constructed of com­

mercially dry materials and contain not more than 18% moisture prior to sale 

or use as a receptacle for cheese. 

(4) Scale boards shall not contain in excess of 18% moisture. 

(5) The name and address of the manufacturer shall be plainly stamped 

or impressed in type at least 1/4 inch high on the' body of all boxes or con­

tainers manufactured for use as a receptacle or container for cheese. 

Ag 84.05 Barrels. Barrel cheese shall be marketed or transported in 

barrels free of liquids or excess moisture and covered with full removable 

covers which are securely jacketed and sealed. 

Ag 84.06 Used boxes. (1) All boxes that have been used as containers 

for cheese shall, before being reused in the marketing or transporting of 

cheese, be reconditioned as required and be cleaned so as to be free from 

adhering materials) objectionable odors or mold or other insanitary conditions. 

(2) Before the reuse of used boxes in the marketing or transporting of 

cheese, all marketings shall be co~pletely obliterated or removed from the box 

except for mar~ngs used to designate the original manufacturer. 

(3) Used wood or veneer boxes shall meet the moisture requirements of 

new boxes at the time of reuse. 
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Ag 84.07 Other type boxes or containers. (1) The department may, on· 

a temporary basis, authorize the experimental use of new types of boxes or 

containers deviating from requirements or standards as provided under this 

chapter to determine their feasibility in the containerization or shipment 

of cheese. If new type boxes or containers are found to be satisfactory, 

the department may authorize their continued or general use. Consent may be 

withdrawn if boxes or containers are found to be unsatisfactory. 

(2) Shipping materials or containers conforming with standards adopted 

by the United States Department of Agriculture for the marketing and trans-

porting of cheese shall meet the box or container requirements under this 

chapter. 

Ag 84.08 . Authority; enforcement. Thi s chapter is adopted under au­

thority of ss. 93.07(1) and 93.09, Stats. Any person violating this chapter 

may be punished as provided in s. 93.21, Stats. 

Stats. 

The rules contained herein shall take effect as provided in s. 227.026, 

Dated this ~hcl day of May, 1978. 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
TRADE & CONSUMER PROTECTION 

BY~~.~ 
NOr E. Ki rschbaum 
Administrator 
Food Division 


