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CERTIFICATE 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
SS. 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION: 

TO ALL WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETINGS: 

I, Lewis T. Mittness, Executive Secretary of the Public 

Service Commission of Wisconsin, and custodian of the official 

records of said Commission, do certify that the annexed rules 

relating to Approval of Construction Projects by Electric 

utilities were duly approved and adopted by this Commission on 

October 19, 1978. 

I further certify that this copy of the rules has been 

compared by me with the original on file in this Commission 

and that the same is a true copy thereof, and of the whole of 

such rules. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have 

hereunto set my hand and affixed 

the official seal of the Commission 

at the Hill Farms State Office 

Building in the City of Madison 

this 19th day of October, 1978. 

Lewis T. Mittness 
Executive Secretary 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF WISCONSIN 



BEFORE THE 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF WISCONSIN 

In the Matter of Proposed Revision of 
Chapter PSC 112 (Extension of Electric 
Public Utilities), Wis. Adm. Code 

) 
) 
) 

l-AC-16 

ORDER OF THE PUBLIC SERVICE COHMISSION 
ADOPTING, Al'1ENDING, AND REPEALING RULES 

Pursuant to authority vested in the Public Service 

Comrnission of Wiseonsin by ss. 196.02, 196.10, 196.49, and 

227.014, 'hs. Sta ts., the Public Service Comrnission hereby 

adopts, amends, and repeals rules as fol1ows: 

Chapter PSC 112, Wis. Adm. Code, 
is amended as indicated in the 
attached appendix. 

The amendments to ch. PSC 112, Wis. Adm. Code, 

created hereln shall take effeet on the first day of the 

month following their publication iIl the Wisconsin Administrative 

Register, as provided in s. 227.026(1), Wis. Stats., except 

that said rules shall not apply for those projects for which 

eommission authorization was not heretofore reguired and on 

which construetion is to begin prior to May 1, 1979. Eaeh 

utiIity shall submit to the commission a list of such exempted 

projects within 30 days of the effective date of these rules. 

A uti1ity may submit an applieation to the commission prior to 

May 1, 1979 for an exemption for other specific projects on which 

construetion is seheduled to begin prior to said date and 

where speeial problems exist. 

Dated at }ladison, Wiseonsin, October 19., 1978 

By the Comrnission. 

Lewis T. Mittness 
Exeeutive Seeretary 
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CHAPTER PSC 112 

(1) Caption of chapter is amended to read: 

CONSTRUCTIO~ BY ELECTRIC PUBLIC UTILITIES AND EXTENSIONS 
OF ELECTRIC SERVICE 

(2) . Sec. PSC 112.01 is repealed and recreated to read: 

PSC 112.01 Application of ru1es. (1) The ru1es in 
the following section~ PSC 112.02 to PSC 112.07, inc1usive, 
app1y to proposed construction by every e1ectric public 
utility as defined in s. 196.01(1), Stats. 

(2) Additional requirements relating to certificates 
for proposed large or bu1k electric generating faci1ities 
of 12,000 ki10watts or more nomina1 capacity, or a high­
voltage transmission 1ine with associated faci1ities 
exceeding 1 mi1e in 1ength designed for opera tion at 100 ki1ovolts 
or more, are included in Chapter PSC 111, Wis. Adm. Code, 
and particu1ar1y PSC 111.41, PSC 111.42 and PSC 111.43. 
These requirements apply for each "electric uti1ity" as 
defined in PSC 111.04(6) and 196.491(1)(d), Stats. 

(3) Section PSC 112.07 (Extensions of e1ectric 
service) applies to e1ectric public uti1ities as defined 
in s. 196.01(1), stats., and to eleetrie cooperative asso­
ciations. 

(3) See. PSC 112.02 is created to read: 

PSC 112.02 New service in a municipality. Unti1 the 
commission has authorized the same, no e1ectric utility 
sha1l construct, install or place in uti1ity operation any 
physieal faeilities for furnishing service in a town, 
village or city in which the uti1ity has not theretofore 
rendered e1ectric service. 

(4) See. PSC 112.03 is created to read: 

PSC 112.03 Interconnection and building construction 
projects. (1) Until the commission has authorized the 
same, no eleetric utility shal1 begin construction, install 
or place in utility operation: 

(a) Any interconnection with the transmission or 
subtransmission system of another electric utility. 
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(b) Any building or addition thereto (other than 
building eonstruetion otherwise ineluded as part of and 
related to the operation of a generating station), or 
any building remodeling project, the e~timated gross eost 
of whieh exeeeds $25,000 or 2/0 of the utility' s prior year 
gross eleetrie operating revenues up to $20 million of 
revenues ($400,000 project eost), whiehever is greater. 
For the purpose of this rule, for building remodeling projeets, 
the operating and maintenanee eosts ehargeable to the project 
shall be considered part of the gross eost. 

(5) See. PSC 112.04 is ereated to read: 

PSC 112.04 Construetion of other eleetrie utility 
faeilities by eleetrie utilities having annual gross eleetric 
operating revenues less than $200 million. (1) Until the 
eommission has authorized the same, no eleetrie utility 
shall begin eonstruetion, install or place in operation any 
of the following faeilities, the estimated gross eost of 
whieh exeeeds $25,000 or 2% of its prior year eleetrie 
operating revenues up to $50 million of revenues ($1 million 
project eost), whichever is greater: 

(a) Any generating plant or unit. 

(b) Any replacements, modifieations or additions 
at a generating plant. 

(e) Any' project for eonstrueting or rebuilding a 
transmission or subtransmission line operating at 35 kilo­
volts or more ineluding neeessary terminations and any 
related new substation or substation additions. 
Exeeption: Authorization is not required for the reeOTI­
struetion of segments of existing lines under 100 kilovolts 
as made neeessary by highway or airport eonstruetion or 
storm damage, nor for relocation of transmission lines 
designed to operate at 100 kilovolts or more when the 
commission determines such relocation is neeessary to 
faeilitate highway or airport projeets. 

(d) Any other additions to or replaeements at sub­
stations. 

(e) Any distribution system extension or distribution 
system eonversion to a higher voltage or from overhead to 
underground eonstruetion. A distribution system is consi­
dered to be a system serving ultimate eustomers and 
operating at less than 35 kilovolts. 
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See. PSC 112.05 is created to read: 

PSC 112.05 Construetion of other eleetrie utility 
faeilities by utilities having annual foross eleetrie operating 
revenues of $200 million or. more. (1) Until the eommission 
has authorized same, no eleetrie utility shall begin eon­
struetion, install or place in utility operation any of the 
following faeilities, the estimated gross eost of whieh is 
$2 million or more: 

(a) Any generating plant or unit. 

(b) Any replaeements, modifieations or additions 
at a generating plant. 

(e) Any project for eonstrueting or rebuilding a 
transmission or subtransmission line operating at 35 kilo­
volts or more ineluding neeessary terminations and any 
related new substatian or substatian additions. Exeeption: 
Authorization is not required for the reeonstruetion of 
segments of existing lines under 100 kilovalts as made 
neeessary by highway or airport eonstruetion or storm 
damage, nor for reloeation of transmission lines designed 
to operate at 100 kilovolts or more when the eommission 
determines such reloeation is neeessary to faeilitate 
highway or airport projeets. 

(d) Any other additions to or replaeements at 
substations. 

(e) Any distribution system extension or distribution 
system conversian to a higher voltage or from overhead to 
underground eonstruetion. A distribution system is eon­
sidered to be a system serving ultimate eustomers and 
operating at less than 35 kilovalts. 

(2) For all other projeets as listed in (1) whieh 
are estimated to involve $1 million to $2 million in 
gross costs: 

(a) The utility shall, at least 90 days before the 
planned eommeneement of eonstruetion, (unless emergeney 
eonditions make a shorter notice period neeessary) submit 
for eaeh project the estimated gross and net eonstruetion 
eost, a deseription of the project and its loeation, a brief 
diseussion or doeumentation of need for the project, a brief 
diseussion of any alternatives considered and the reason 
these were rejeeted, and, for eategory 2 projeets as listed 
in s. PSC 2.90(2), Wis. Adm. Code, environrnental sereening 
information as may be speeifieally requested by the 
eommission staff. 
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(b) Upon review of the fi1ed information, the 
eommission may: 

1. Aeknow1edge reeeipt of and accept the information 
for filing, in which case the uti1ity may proeeed with 
the eonstruetion work, or 

2. Direet that no project or projeets shown in the 
inforP.lation submitta1 sha11 proceed until the eOIIlTIlission, 
pursuant to s. 196.49(4), Stats., has certified that 
public convenience and necessity require such project or 
proj ects, or 

3. Take no action withiri the 90-day fi1ing period 
in which case the uti1ity may proceed with the eonstruetion 
work unIess a certificate is specifiea11y required by 
s. 196.491(3), Stats. 

(7) See. PSC 112.06 is created to read: 

PSC 112.06 App1ieations for eommission authorization. 
(1) For eertificate app1ications submitted pursuant to 
PSC 111.42 for a bu1k or 1arge e1eetric generating facility 
and PSC 111.43 for a high-voltage transmission line 
(inc1uding re1ated substation construction) the requirements 
of those sections concerning content of the app1ieation 
sha11 apply. 

(2) App1ications for authorization for other 
projects under ss. PSC 112.02, PSC 112.03, PSC 112.04 and 
PSC 112.05 shall set forth insofar as app1icable: 

(a) Description of the project; 

(b) Cost and proposed method of financing the 
project; 

(e) The purpose and neeessity of the project with 
supporting data; 

(d) Effeet of the project on cost of operation and 
on the quality and re1iabi1ity of service; 

(e) Deseription and cost of any property being 
rep1aced; 

(f) Description and eost of a1ternative methods 
whieh were considered for aeeomp1ishing the purpose of 
the project with a statement of thereasons for rejeetion 
of such methods; 
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(g) For category 2 projects as listed in s. PSC 
2.90(2), Wis. Adm. Code, environmental screening information 
as requested by the commission staffi and 

(h) Designation of public utilities, municipalities, 
cooperative associations and others principally affected 
by the project and a statement as to which, if any, have 
been notified thereof by the applicanti and such other 
facts as are necessary to convey a full understanding of 
the project and the reasons therefor. 

(3) The original and two copies of each application' 
shall initially be filed. The commission will notify the 
app licant of add it ional cop ies required, if any, vlhich the 
applicant shall promptly fUrnish. 

(4) If upon consideration of the application, together 
with any supplemental information and objections, the 
commission shall be satisfied that the public convenience 
and necessity require the project as proposed, it will so 
find and authorize the project without public hearing with 
such modifications and conditions as it considers necessarYi 
otherwise, it will hold public hearing thereon and there­
after grant or deny the application, in whole or in part, 
subject to such conditions as may be found necessary as public 
interest and public conveneience and necessity may be found 
to warrant and require. 

(8) Sec. PSC 112.02 is renumbered PSC 112.07 and amended to read: 

PSC 112.07 R1:ira±-liRes-;" Extensions of electric 
s~rvice. (1) No public utility and no,cooperative asso­
ciation shall make an extension of 500 feet or more to serve 
any premises when service is available from another utility 
or cooperative association through an extension of less than 
500 feet, unIess the other public utility or cooperative 
association consents thereto in writing or approval in 
writing is obtained from the public service commission after 
public hearing. 

(a) An "extension" means the construction of a line 
from an existing line of less than 1§,9gg-velts 35 kilovolts 
actually used in rendering local service to custosers. 
Measurement shall be the airline distance from the existing 
line to the nearest point on the principal building to be 
served. 

(b) The cOIT@ission will presume that any extension 
of 500 feet or more, regardless of type, character and 
estimated size of the load to be served, is a primary 
voltage extension. 
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(2) Upon complaint of' any interested party that an 
electric public utility or cooperative associition has made 
an extension of 500 feet or more which requires the 
written approval of the commission under s. PSC 1127G2 
112.07(1), without such approval, the COTIlf!1ission wil1 hear 
the complaint and if the commission by order declares that 
in its opinion the extension was made in vio1ation of 
s. 196.495, Stats., the respondent uti1ity or cooperative 
shall promptly remove the extension. 

(3) The commission will recognize \.rritten contracts 
governing the extension of electric lines and rights to 
serve customers as established between electric utilities and 
cooperative associations when 'such contracts have been filed 
with and approved by the commission. 


