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State of Wisconsin \ DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
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ss 

Anthony S. Earl 
Secretary 

BOX 7921 
MADISON, WISCONSIN 53707 

IN REPLY REFERTO: ____ _ 

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETINGS: 

I, Anthony S. Earl, Seeretary of the Department of Natural Resourees and 

eustodian of the offieial reeords of said Department, do hereby eertify that 

the annexed eopy of Natural Resourees Board Order No. Fo-34-78 was duly approved 

and adopted by this Department on October 26, 1978. I further eertify that 

said eopy has been eompared by me with the original on file in this Department 

and that the same is a true eopy thereof, and of the whole of such original. 

(SEAL) 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have 
. hereunto set my hand and affixed 

the offieial seal of the Depart
ment at Pyare Square Building in 
the VillaJle of Shorewood HilIs, 
this ,~ day of February, 1979. 
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IN THE MATTER of the creation of 
chapter NR 302 of the Wisconsin 
Administrative Code pertaining 
to 'viId rivers 

Fo-34-78 

ORDER OF THE STATE OF WISCONSIN NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD 

CREATINC RULES 

Pursuant to the authority of the State of Hisconsin Natural Resourees 

by sections 23.09, 23.11, 30.26, 144.025 and 227.014 and chapters 30 and 

31, Wisconsin Statutes, the State of Wisconsin Natural Resourees Board 

hereby creates rules as follows: 

Section 1 - Chapter NR 302 is created to read: 

NR 302.01 
NR 302.02 
NR 302.03 

NR 302.04 

Purpose 
Definitions 
Management of 

Chapter NR 302 

Management of Hisconsinls 
Wild Rivers 

NR 302.05 Department cooperation 
NR 302.06 Utility corridors 

lands NR 302.07 Municipal and department of 
adjacent to wild rivers transportation public highway 
Wild rivers alteration NR 302.08 Severability 

(Sections 23.09, 23.11, 30.26 and 144.025, and chapters 30 and 31, Stats.) 

NR 302.01 Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is to establish a 

management program designed to proteet legislatively designated wild 

rivers from development so as to afford the people of this state an 

opportunity to enjoy those rivers in their natural and free-flowing 

condition and to assure the well-being of Hisconsinls taurist industry 

by attracting out-of-state visitors, which the legislature has deemed to 

be in the public interest. 

bridges 



NR 302.02 DeUnittons. (30.26, 227.014) (1) "Hild dvers" for 

the purpose of this ehapter are those rivers designated by the 1egislature 

in s. 30.26, Stats., namely: 

Ca) The Pike river in Ma.rinette eounty from its mouth in seetion 3, 

township 34 north, range 21 east, upstream to the headwater branehes; 

one braneh beginning at the out1et of Coleman lake in seetion 17, 

township 36 north, range 18 east, and the other braneh beginning at the 

outlet of North pond in seetion 20, township 37 north, range 18 east. 

(b) The Pine river in Florenee and Forest eounties from its mouth 

in seetion 28, township 39 north, range 19 east, upstream to the headwater 

branches; one braneh beginning at the out1et of Butternut lake in seetion 

27, township 40 north, range 12 east, and the other braneh beginning in 

seetion Il, township 38 north, range 12 east. 

(e) The Popple river in Florenee and Forest eounties from its mouth 

in seetion 23, to,vnship 39 north, range 17 east, upstream to the headwater 

branches; one braneh beginning in seetion 10, township 38 north, range 

13 east, one braneh beginning in seetion 23, township 38 north, range 13 

east, and one braneh beginning in seetion 24, township 38 north, range 

11+ east. 

(2) "Free flmving eondition" means waters whieh do not contain dams 

or other artifieial deve10pment or struetures whieh serve to materially 

impede the flows of the stream. 

(3) "Natural eondition" means free from development or alteration, 

except as specifieally authorized by this ehapter. 

(LI) "Protection zone" is that area of land within 400 feet of the 

Haters or to the visual horizon from the Hater whiehever is greater on 

either side of the wild river. 

2. 
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NR 302.03 Management of lands adjaeent to wild r:ivers. (23.09, 

23.11, 26.11, 26.30, 27.01, 28.01, 28.04, 28.07, 28.11, 29.09, 30.26, 

77.01 through 77.16, 144.025, 144.39, 227.014) (1) On lands owned or 

under control of the department by 1ease, easement or agreement, the 

department may: 

(a) Garryout erosion contro1 measures necessary to proteet the 

lands within the protection zone from erosion caused by human disturbance 

using natural materia1s not foreign to the immediate surroundings. 

(b) Garryout restoration aetivities necessary to restore the 

natural appearance of river areas previous1y modified by man, without 

introduction of materia1s foreign to the immediate surroundings, implementing 

a natural evo1utionary process. 

(e) Garryout forest fire suppression activities. 

(d) Develop limited walk-in access areas to a110w or aceommodate 

the 1aunehing of water craft. 

(e) Exeept as provided in sub. (a) and (b) provide no vegetative 

contro1 within 150 feet from the bank on either side of a wild river. 

Outside timber cutting in ac cord with the guide1ines estab1ished in the 

department's silvicu1tura1 and forest aesthetics handbook sha11 be 

practiced. 

(f) Erect signs or markers on the perimeter of the protection zane 

necessary for guidance and regulation of recreational use or users. 

(g) Gontrol insect outbreaks that endanger land or vegetation 

outside of the protection zone. 

(h) Locate primitive campsites weIl screened by vegetation or 

topography from the ,.,ild rivers. Such campsites sha1l not provide 

public vehicular access. 

3. 
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(i) Except as otherwise provided in this section, conduct no grading 

on the banks of the wild rivers. 

(2) On those lands owned Or under control of the department by 

lease, easement or agreement there sha11 be no development, including 

campgrounds adjacent to shorelines in any protection zones; and there 

shall be no development, other than that necessary to accommodate the 

users of the wild river areas, beyond the protection zone and up to at 

least 1/4 of a mile from either side of the wild rivers. 

(32 County forest lands. Pursuant to and to the extent possible 

under s. 28.11, Stats., the comprehensive county forest land use plan 

shall designate management practices to assure the preservation, protection 

and enhancement of the natural beauty, unique recreational and other 

inherent values in and a10ng wild rivers. 

(4) (a) Forest croplands. Pursuant to and to the extent possible 

under ch. 77, Stats., department supervision or management advice shall 

recognize the presence of wild rivers running through such entered lands 

and proteet wild rivers values. 

(b) Woodland tax law lands. Pursuant to and to the extent possible 

under s. 77.16, Stats., the management plan shall recognize the presence 

of wild rivers running through such entered lands and proteet wild river 

values. 

(5) National forest lands. The department shall prepare a memorandum 

of understanding in cooperation with the United States forest service 

regarding its management of lands and waters in the wild rivers area. 

This memorandum of understanding shall take into consideration the 

guidance by s. 30.26, Stats., public law 88-577, and public law 90-542 

and the guidelines established by this chapter. 

4. 
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(6) Privately owned lands. The department shall provide in;t:ormation 

and land use recommendations regarding deve10pment on, or adjacent to 

wild rivers whenever requested by private citizens or groups, as weIl as 

industry, and shall seek to provide such information, without request, 

when such proposed development in those areas come to the department's 

attention. 

NR 302.04 Wild rivers alteration. (30.26, ch. 31, 227.014) (1) 

Dams. To preserve the free flowing state of ~vild rivers, no man-made 

dams or other man-made structures which impound water shall be permitted 

on such rivers with the exception of those projeets, licensed by the 

federal energy regulatory commission, in existenee prior to November 18, 

1965. 

(2) Bulkhead lines, struetures or deposHs. (30.11, 30.12, 30.26, 

227.014) Except as otherwise provided in section NR 302.03, to proteet 

and preserve the public rights ineluding maintenanee of natural eondition, 

beauty, and rights incident to navigatian no permits or approvals for 

bulkhead lines or other structures or deposits as defined in ss. 30.11 

and 30.12, Stats., shall be permitted. 

(3) Channel changes, enlargements, dredging and grading. (30.19, 

30.195, 30.20, 30.26, 227.014) Exeeptas otherwise provided in section NR 

302.03 or the removal of man-made or constructed objects and struetures, 

no dredging of materials from the bed of any wild river shall be permHted, 

nor shall channels be connected to a ~vild river, nor shal1 any pond or 

en1argement be permitted within 400 feet of the ordinary high watermark 

of any wild river. Further, no channel ehanges pursuant to s. 30.195, 

Stats., sha11 be permitted, nor any grading or other removal of topsoi1 

on the bank of a wild river. 
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(A) Sho~e p~oteetion. (30.12, 30.26, 144.025, 144.39, 227,014) 

Shoreline protection measures defined in s, 30.l2(2)(d), Stats., may be 

permitted it: 

(a) Natural materlals not foreign to the inunediate surroundings are 

used; and 

(b) Are neeessary only to restore man-indueed erosion areas to a 

more natural state. 

(5) Bridges. (30.12, 30.26, 31.23, 227.014) To preserve the 

natural eondition and beauty and other ineidents of navigation in the 

'viId rivers, no bridges, exeept as provided in seetion NR 302.07, shall 

be permitted 'unIess they eomply with the following requirements: 

(a) Reasonable access to a residential dwelling is not available 

without use of a bridge erossing and the applicant proyes a need as 

defined in sub. (b), 

(b) Bridges shall be designed to aeconunodate foot traffic only 

unIess an applieant proyes a need, other than eonvenienee, for vehicle 

passage over the bridge. Provided, the obtaining of property rights or 

ownership, or development of property to which access is sought, subsequent 

to the effective date of these rules does not prove need for vehiele 

passage over a bridge. 

(e) Bridges shall be elear span and provide a minimum clearance of 

five feet bet'veen the ordinary high watermark and the stringer or lowest 

portion of the bridge, unIess the department determines a lesser elearance 

is appropriate due to aesthetie eonditions will not infringe on public 

rights in navigation on the wild river in the area of the proposed 

bridge placement. 
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(d) Bridges shall be eonstrueteel in a manner that results in the 

least impaet on the natural eondition and beauty of the river, taking 

into eonsideration muterials neces~ary for the traffie and weight the 

bridge is to support. 

(6) Piers. (30.13, 30.26, 227.014) To proteet and preserve public 

rights in the maintenanee of the natural condition and beauty, no piers 

shall be constructed in the wild rivers. 

(7) Natural obstructions. (23.09, 23.11, 30.03, 30.16, 30.26, 

227.014) In order to maintain the wild character of a river, natural 

obstruetions shall not be removed by the department. 

NR 302.05 Department cooperation. (23.09, 28.07, 30.26, 227.014) 

(1) The department shall consult w;ith state, federal and local governmental 

bodies and their planning ageneies in the development of a program for 

the preservation, protection and enhancement of the wild rivers. 

NR 302.06 Utilityeorridors. (23.09, 23.11, 27,01, 28,04, 28.07, 

30.26, 227.014) (1) On other than department owned or controlled land, 

the department shall, to the best of its ability coordinate with all 

interested governmental units and other interested persons in the 

location of proposed utility eorridors crossing or affecting wild 

rivers so as to avoid erossing those rivers and reduee or minimize the 

impact of such utility eorridors on them. 

(2) On department o,vued or eontralled land, the department shall 

exereise its authority in a manner consistent with s. 30.26, Stats. 

NR 302.07 Municipal and department of transportation public 

highw·ay bridges. (23.16, 39.26, 227.014) (1) The provisions of this 

chapter do not apply to the replaeement, reeonstruction, maintenance or 

repair of department of transportation public highway bridges falling 

7, 
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within the provisions of s. 30.12(4) and the rep1acement and reconstruction 

of municipal public highway bridges fa1ling within the provisions of s. 

30.122, Stats. 

(2) Consistent with the 1egis1ative direction in ss, 30.12(4), 

30.122 and 84.01(23), Stats., the department sha11 active1y consult with 

the department of transportation in the deve10pment of standards for the 

design and replacelnent of state, county, town, village and city bridges, 

arches or cu1verts to prevent undue impairment of public rights in the 

wild rivers. It sha11 further act under cooperative agreements with the 

department of transportation so that adverse affects of bridge replacement, 

reconstruction, maintenance and repair on the wild rivers and lands 

adjacent thereto are minimized to the fu1lest extent practicable under 

legislative mandates. In the deve10pment and implementation of such 

standards for wild rivers, necessary new structures shou1d cross the 

stream in the same location as the old crossing or adjacent to it when 

practical, consonant to highway safety and a practica1 alternative site 

with 1esser impacts on the wild river is not avai1ab1e. 

NR 302.08 Severabi1ity. Shou1d any section or portian of this 

chapter be declared invalid or unconstitutiona1 for any reason, the 

remainder of the chapter shal1 not be affected thereby. 

8. 
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The foregoing ruIes were approved and adopted by the State of 

Wiseonsin Natural Resourees Board on October 26~ 1978. 

The ruIes contained hereln shall take effeet upon publication. 

Dated at Hadison, Wiseonsin __ \ __ \.-'--~--=-__ -'>o"oc----,l_'1-,,--1_9-,----__ ~ __ ~ __ 

"..:5 
STATE OF WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

By~1.k 
~ony S. Earl, Secretary 

(SEAL) 


