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State of Wisconsin \ DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Anthony S. Earl
Sacretary

BOX 7921
MADISON, WISCONSIN 53707

IN REPLY REFER TO:

STATE OF WISCONSIN

N N

S8

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES )

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETINGS:.

I, Anthony S. Earl, Secretary of the Department of Natural Resources
and custodian of the official recérds of said Department, do hereby certify
that the annexed copy of Natural Resources Board Order No. F-7-79 was duly
approved and adopted by this Department on April 26, 1979, I further certify
that said copy has been compared by me with the original on file in this
Department and that the same 1s a true copy thereof, and of the whole of such
original,
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have
hereunto set my hand and affixed
the official seal of the Depart-

ment at Pyare Square Building in
the Villa {gﬁ of Shorewood Hills,

this 3/ day of August, 1979.

(e A

Anthony @. Earl, Secretary

(SEAL)




ORDER OF THE STATE OF

RENUMBERTNG, RENUM

WISCONSIN NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD

BERING & AMENDING, AMENDING

REPFALING & RECREATIRG, AND CRFATING RULES

IN THE MATTER of renumbering sect
WR 25,11, NR 25,12, NR 25.13(3)(a
MR 25,14 & NR 25.16; renumbering
amending section NR 25.17: amendi
sections NR 25.05, NR 25,06 & NR
repealing and recreating sections
MR 25,01, NR 25.02, NR 25,03, NR

NR 25.07 & NR 25.10; and creating

NR 25.16 of the Wisconsin Adminis
Code pertaining to commercial fis
outlying waters
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25.08:

25.04, . F-7~-79
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trative .
hing in

Department of Natural Resources

The following explanation cl
as 1t now exists:

NR 25,01 Purpose:

NR 25.02 Definitions:

NR 25.03 Commercial fishing
licenses:

NR 25.04 Transfer of commercial
fishing license:

NR 25.05 Open seasons; size
limits; possession limits

arifieg the significant changes to the code

Provides more concise statement of purpose than
at present,

Adds definitions for: closed area; commercial
fish; commercial fishing; commercial fishing gear;
final consumer; final consumption; harvest limit:
illegal fish: illegal nets; license year; northern
Green Bay; purse seine; southern Green Bay; trap
net; trawl cast. Removes definitions for: fish
in the round; dressed fish; filleted fish; rough
fishy permit as being unnecessary.

Repeals existing section entitled Limited Entry;
Lake Superior, and creates limited entry provisions
for both lakes. Sets number of licenses on Lake
Superior at 21, on Lake Michigan at number extant
at passage.

Repeals a section on commercial fishing licenses
and creates provisions for transfer of licenses
to immediate family members or others qualified.
Defines immediate family. Provides for approval
by commercial fishing board.

Opens chub season in Lake Michigan for 2 years;
closes walleye season in southern Green Bay for

2 years; closes lake herring season in Green BRay
and Lake Michigan. Size limit for yellow perch

in southern Green Bay 1is retained at 7 1/2 inches.
Size limit for walleye when the season reopens

15 gset at 18 inches. A possession limit section
is added to authorize quotas as possession limits.
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NR 25.06 Quotas

NR 25.07 Individual licensee

catch quotas

NR 25.08 Restricted areas and
legal commercial fishing
gear: legal gear

Restricted areas

Retains provisilons relative to Lake Superior
quotas. Containg provisions for tagging lake
trout -and-siscowet from Lake Superior.
Authorizes chub quota on Lake Michigan.

Repeals existing section relative to permits;
permits will no longer be In general use. Creates
interim provisions for lake trout allotments on
Lake Superior, pending action by the Lake Superior
Commercial Fishing Board. Provides for action by
Lake Michigan Commercial Fishing BRoard to allot
chub quotas., Indicates quotas shall be issued on
a license year basis. Authorizes quota transfer
with commercial fishing board approval.

Amends existing section regarding legal gear to
incorporate restricted areas. Removes permit
requirement in most instances.

Lake Michigan - Hstablishes that use of chub

nets 1s restricted in northern Lake Michigan

and Green Bay due to failure of stock Lo recover.
Allows use of 4"-4'4'" ¢111 nets for rough fish and
northern pike during closed season for whitefigh.
Retains provisions relative to 45" net use restric-
tion due to Department’s appeal of lower court
decision (pending). Curtails use of rough fisgh
oill nets during closed seasons for whitefish and
yellow perch. Restricts number of nights nets

may be left in water without 1lifting, previously
on permits., Restricts trap nets to waters 80'

or less and curtails their use during closed
gseason for whitefish., Curtaills use of drop or
fyke nets during closed season for yellow perch.
Provides lifting restrictions for trap, pound,
fyke and drop nets. Retains provisions permitting
trawling.

on use of large mesh gill nets, previously part

of permit provisions. Provides lifting restric-

. tions also previously on permits for this gear.

Reduces the number of nights entrapping nets may
be set without operation from 10 to 7. Retains
a permit system for entrapping nets, at the
request of the [ishery. Authorizes use of purse
seines, seines and trawls in Lake Superior.

Lake Michigan - Enlarpges Larsens Reef restricted
area to prevent walleye, lake trout, yellow perch
incidental harvests. Fstablishes three restricted
areas In southern (Green Bay to provide for
recovery of yellow perch stocks, Two of these
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NR 25.09 Measurement of nets

NR 25.10 landling of illegal
fish

NR 25.11 Processing of fish

NR 25.12 Commercial fishing
reports

NR 25.13 Movement of gill nets

NR 25.14 Possession of fishing
equipment

NR 25.15 Taking of fish by or
for the department

NR 25,16 Severability

areas are seasonal. Establishes a restricted area
to protect chub populations north of the Kewaunee
Line.

Lake Superior ~ Retains exlsting restricted areas.

Renumbers section previously NR 25,12

Repeals net marking provisions as being unnecessary.
They are now in statutes. Provides that 1llegal
fish, whether dead or alive, be returned to the
water immediately.

Provisions for tagging 1llegal fish are eliminated.
Provisions vestricting processing on hoard vessels
are retained.

The existing report and inspection section ig
renumbered. Inspection right is removed as being
adequately covered by statute. Provisions repgarding
reporting are retailned.

Provisions relating to contraband nets and net
seizure are removed as being adequately covered
by statute., Provisions relating to moving nets
are retalned and distance and depth requirements
are increased.

Renumbers an existing section and removes provisions
relative to the possession of nets. Statutes are
specific as to net possession, and this section

is unnecesgsary.

Renumbers existing section which authorizes surveys,
etc.

Repeals existing contraband net section and creates
new section on severability.

Pursuant to the authority vested in the State of Wisconsin Natural Resources

Board by sections 23.09, 23,11, 227.014 and chapter 29, Wisconsin Statutes, the

State of Wisconsin Natural Resources Board hereby renumbers, renumbers and amends,

amends, repeals & rvecreates, and creates rules as follows:
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NR.25 Wiscongin Administrative Code
Commercial Fishing - Outlying Waters

SECTION 1 - Section NR 25.01 is repealed and recreated to read:
NR 25.01 Purpose. (1) This chapter, along with other applicable
rules and statutes, regulates commercial fishing in the outlying waters.
(2) The rules contained in this chapter are not intended to, nor do
they authorize, the gale or introduction into interstate commerce for
purposes of human consumption or use fish taken from the outlying waters

which faill to meet food and drug administration (FDA) standards.

SECTION 2 -~ Section NR 25.02 is repealed and recreated to read:

NR 25.02 Definitions. Except as otherwise specifically defined in
the statutes, the {ollowing terﬁs, for the purposes of this chapter, are
defined as follows:

(1) "Closed area' means any area designated as a refuge by rule or
statute, or any area where fishing is restricted in any manner by rule,
(2) "Closed season'" means that period of the year not embraced
within the open season for each species of fish therefor as provided in
NR 25.05(1) during which the taking of the fish species enumerated is

' prohibitéd.

(3) "Commercial fish" is any species of game or rough fish for
which an open season has been provided In section NR 25,05.

(4) "Comercial fishing" means fishing for fish regulated by this
chapter with commercial gear or methods other than those commonly known
as hook and line fishing or angling, the taking of smelt pursuant to NR

2Q0.09 or minnows.

3
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(5) "Commercial fishing gear' or 'commercial gear" is that equipment
identified in or regulated by this chapter, with the exception of hook
and line or angling equipment, gear for the taking of smelt pursuant to
NR 20,09 or minnows.

(6) "Department' means department of natural resources.

(7) "Final consumer" means the last or ultimate person who obtains
a fish for {ts final use for eating or otherwise.

(8) "Final consumption' means the last or ultimaté use of a fish by
eating or otherwise,

(9) "risher" means any person engaged in fishing.

(10) "Harvest limit", "harvest quota', "total allowable annual
commerclal harvest'", "the toral allowable commercial harvest" or "the
annual allowable commercial harvest' meauns the total number or pounds of
fish as established in this chapter which may be taken in a license year
from the outlying waters or any portion thereof,.

(11) "Tllegal fish'" means any or all fish taken at a time other
than the open season, or of gizes other than prescribed in section NR
25.05 or in excess of quotas as prescribed In section NR 25.06, or taken
by methods other than those prescribed in this chapter, or of the
following species: smallmouth bass, largemouth bass, rock bass, crappie,
muskellunge, sturgeon, all specles of salmon and trout except as otherwise
prescribed in this chapter.

(12) "Illegal nets" mean those nets possessed or used in violation
of this chapter or a statute.

(13) "License year" means that period from July 1 through June 30
of the succeeding year.

(14) "Northern and southern Green Bay line' means th;t‘line described

as a line in Green Bay drawn from the most northarly paint of Friedmann's

Al
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point at Fish creek, located in the southwest quarter of section 29,
township 31 north, range 27 eagt, Door county; thence northwesterly to
the most goutheasterly point of Chambers lsland; thence along the
southwest shoreline teo the moast southwesterly point of Chambers island;
thence due west to the Wisconsin-Michigan boundafy line,

(15) "Northern Green Bay'" means those waters of Green Bay lying
north of the northern and gouthern Green Bay line,

(16) "Northern Green Bay-Lake Michigan line” means that line commencing
at the northwest side of the Northport dock where it joing the shoreline
in township 32 or 33 north, range 29 east; thence in a northeasterly
direction to the range light (signal light) on Plum island; thence along
the north and west shore of Plum island to the U, S. coast guard station;
thence northerly to the soufhwesterly point of Shellswick dock, which is
located on Lodbell's peint on Washington island; fhence along this dock
to the shoreline cf Lodbell's point; thence along the west shore of
Washington island to Boyer's Bluff light; thence due north to the
Michigan~Wisconsin boundary line,

(17) "Purse seine' means a net which consists of a wall or modified
wall of net which is used to encircle fish. The top of the net is
fitted with floats while the bottom 1g weighted., A line threaded through
rings under the net allows fishers to close the bottom of the net, thus
trapping fish in the enclosure so produced.

(18) "Southern Green Bay'" means those waters of Green Bay lying
south of the northern and southern Green Bay line, including the Fox
River as far as the dam at DePere.

(19) "Trap net' means a device constructed of netting, which may
employ wings or wings and leads, directing the wmovement of fish through

a tunnel of natting into finner hearts or built-in forebays wherein they
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are trapped by thelr own movement. Such nets may be referred to as
shallow trap nets, submarine trap nets or deep water trap nets but shall
not include drop nets or fyke nets.

(20) "Trawl" means a large conical bag of netting to which are often
attached wings of netting, which 1s towed in the water and captures fish
by gcooping rather than encircling them. The mouth of the bag is
normally kept open laterally by 2 large beoards, one on each side so
rigged that they serve to spread the entire net, and these boards are
gecured to towing lines running to the vessel or vessels engaged in
towing the net through the water.

(21) "Trawl cast' means the single placement, towing and retrieval
of a trawl.

(22) "Stretch measure' means the extension measure of net mesh size
whenever the size of mesh of a net 13 specified., Stretch measure means

the distance between the extreme angles of any single mesh,

SECTION 3 - Section NR 25,03 is repeaied and recreated to read:

NR 25.03 Commercial fishing licenses. (1) Lake Superior. (a) Not
more than 21 licenseg authorizing commercial fishing in Lake Superior
may be lssued for each license year.

(b) Applications for licenses authorizing commercial fishing on
Lake Superior which have beén filed 1in accordance with sub, (3) shall be
reviewed and approved or denied pursuant to the following ériteria:

1. For the first year of eligibility the applicant must show proof
of a $5,000 investment in commercial fishing equipment,

2. To retain eligibility for the second year, the applicant must

show proof of:
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(o)
.
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a. A §5,000 dinvestment in commercial fishing equipment,

b. At least 50 days of commercial fishing, setting or operating nets on
Lake Superior during the previous year.

c. A catch value of $3,000 from Lake Superior during the previous year.

3. To retain eligibility for the third year, the applicant must show proof

a. A 57,500 investment in commercial fishing equipment.

b. Fifty days of commercial fishing, setting or operating nets on Lake
Superior during the previous year.

c. A catch value of $3,000 from Lake Superior during the previous year.

4., To retain eligibility for the fourth year the applicant must show proof
of: |

a. A $10,000 investment in commercial fishing equipment,

b. Fifty days of fishing experlence, setting or operating nets on Lake
Superior during the pfevious year. |

c. A catch value of $3,000 from Lake Superior during the previous vear,

5. To retain eligibility for the fifth year period and thereafter, the
applicant must show proof of:

a. A $10,000 investment in commercial fishing equipment.

b. Seventy-five days of fishing experience, setting or operating
nets on Lake Superilor during the previous year.

c. A catch value of $5,000 from Lake Superior during the previous

o o

vear,
6. Any licensee failing to meet the qualifications of subs. (b) 1.
to 5. shall not be eligible to reapply for such license until one year

has elapsed since the end of the perijod in which that person was licensed.
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7. Such licenses shall be lssued according to the following priorities

to applicants otherwise qualified.

a. First to individuals who have been licensed on Lake Superior or
worked as crew members setting and operating nets at least 100 days
in total during the 2 preceding years.

b. Next to individuals who have held a license on Lake Superior or
worked as a member of a crew on Lake Superior for 2 years.

¢. Next to other Wisconsin residents and nonresidents residing in
states allowing Wisconsin residents similar privileges.

8. When the number of qualified new applicants for such license shall
exceed the number of licenses available and such applicants are not
affected by the priorities established in (7) the licenses shall be

awvarded on the basis of random selection from all eligible applications

recelved.

(2) Lake Michigan. (&) The number of licenses authorizing commercial
fishing in Lake Michigan and Green Bay issued in each license year shall

be limited to no more than the number issued and in effect at the time

this rule becomes effective,

(3) Application for licenses esuthorizing commercial fishing in the
outlying waters shall be made and submitted as designated on forms provided
by the depsrtment no later than April 30 preceding the license year for

wvhich spplication is being made.

SECTION 4 - Section NR 25.04 is repealed and recreated to read:
NR 25.04 Transfer of commercial fishing licenses. (1) (a) A valid

license authorizing coumercial fishing in the outlying waters may be
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transferred by a licensee complying with this section to a member of the licensgee's
{mmediate family.

(p) For purposes of this section the immediate family means the spouse,
parent, sibling or children by birth or sdoption who are eligible to apply
for a commercial fishing license under section NR 25.03

(2) A valid license authorizing commercial fishing in the outlying waters
may be transferred by a licensee complying with this section to another persoun
meeting the qualifications in section NR 25.03(1) for commercial fishing on Lake
Superior or NR 25.03(2) for commercial fishing on Lake Michigan.

(3) Licenses shall not be tranasferred under sub. (2) or sub, (3) if the
licensee ia charged with a violation of outlying waters commercial fishing laws.
This provision shall apply during the period from the issuance of a citation or
complaint until the matter 13 adjudicated or dismisged.

(4) Transfers shall be reviewed and approved or denied by the commercial
fishing board of the body of water for which the license authorizes commercial
fishing.,

(5) Applications for transfer shall be made and gubmitted a8 designated

on Torms provided by the department,

SECTION 5 ~ Section NR 25.05 1s amended to read:
NR 25.05 Open seasong; gize limitsg; possession limits. (1) Open seasous.

In the outlying waters there shall be an open season subject to other conditions

established in this chapter and by statute on the various species of fish embraced

within specified dates, both inclusive, as follows. During any time other than
the open season no person shall take, catch or kill fish or fish for fish,

except as otherwise expressly provided in this chapter.
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Species

A
Lake Michigan
and Northern
Green Bay

B

Southern Green
Bay

Lake Superior

Dec. 1 to Sept 30
subject to NR
25,0642 (1)

(a) Lake trout No open . geason No open season

At all times in
waters greater

than 55 fathoms
in depth

No open season

(b) Siscowet No open zeason

December 1 to Dec. 1 to Sept. 30

October 25

December 1 to
October 25

(¢) Whitefish

At all times

(d) Chubs No open season

Ho open seasen

April 1 to

December Jl 1979 and
Aggli 1l to December 31
1980, and April 1 QQ
June 30, 1981 subject to
sectiong NR 25.06(2) and
25,08

May 20 to April 9 Jume 2 to Aprit 14
No open season

(&) Yellow perch June 11 to April 9

¢£3) Walleyey savger Mo open sesson 4n Hay 20 ¢o Mereh 9 Ne eopen seasen

and mnerchera beke Miehigean May 20

ptle te Maveh 9 4n nepthern
Green Bay
(f) Northern Pike No open season in May 20 to March 9 No open season

Lake Michigan, May 20
to March 9 in Northerm

Green Bay

(g) Alewives, At all times At all times At all times

bullheadsg, burbot,

carp, catfish,

gizzard shad,

take herringy

suckers, menominees,

smelt, white basgs
(h) Lake herring No open season No open season At all times
(1) Walleve, sauger No open season Open May 20 to No open season

in Lake Michigan,
Open May 20 to
March 9, in northern
Green §§1 commenci¥g
May 20, 1982

March 9 commencing
May 20, 1982

No open season No open season

(i) Others

1o open season
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(2y 'Size limits. ~Except as otherwise expressly provided in this
chapter, no fish of a length or silze less than that specified for each
variety of any of the following varieties taken #n geay oF equiprent
avthorined by thds chaptewy shall be vetained; seld or eranepevecd

pogsessed or under control, The measurement of the length of a fish

within the meaning of this chapter shall be taken in a straight lipe in
a natural position without manipulation from the tip of the snout to the
end of the fully extended tail fin. The measurement of length shall

apply without allowance made for the shrinkage of the fish.

A B C
Lake Michigan

and Northern Southern Green

Green Bay Bay Lake Superior
(a) Lake trout 17 inches
(b) Siscowet 17 inches
(¢) Whitefish 17 inches 17 4inches 17 1inches
(d) Yellow perch 8 inches 73 inches 8 itnekes
(e) Walleye and sauger %5 18 inches %5 18 inches
(£) Northern pike 20 inches 20 inches
(g) Catfish 16 inches 16 inches
(h) Others No size limit No size limit No size limit

(3) Posgession limits, Except as otherwise provided, no person may

possess species of fish for which there 1is no open season, The pogsession

limit for speciles of fish for which an open season is provided and a

quota has been established ghall be the individual quota established by

commercial fishing boards for the person possessing such fish,
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non-Indian commercial fishers and Indian fighérs shall be equally
eligible for contracts provided they have the necessary experience and
equipment for such special assessment purposes.

(£) All lake trout and siscowet shall be tagged with tags furnished

or authorized for each subgpecies by the department before being

brought to any shore, dock or port when fishing in open water and before

being transported when fishing with nets under the ice, Such fish shall

be individually tagged,

(g) Untagged lake trout and giscowet shall not be transferred

between watercraft.

(h) Tags shall be locked and remain attached to lake trout or

cigscowet until prepared for final consumption. Tags shall remain with

smoked or filleted lake trout or giscowet until sold to final consumers.

Commercial fishers of the outlying waters or licensed wholesale fish

dealers shall not be consldered final consumers and must be in possession

of tags for smoked and filleted lake trout or ciscowet,

(1) Tags provided or authorized by the department for tagging lake

trout and piscowet shall not be transferred,

(2) Lake Michigan chub quotas, (a) The total allowable annual

harvest of chubs in Wisconsin waters of Lake Michigan and northern Green

Bav shall not exceed 1,000,000 pounds, not to include incidental catches

allowed elgewhere in this chapter.,

(b) The department reserves 100,000 pounds of the total annual

allowable commercial harvest of chubs to be used for special assessment,

£2>(3) Harvest of fish from Lake Superior for home use by Lake Superior

Chippewas. (a) Members of the Bad River and Red Cliff bands of Lake
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Superior Chippewas may harvest specles of fish for which there {s an
open season therefor, during sald season, under home use permits issued
by their respective tribal councils,
(b) Home use permits will be issued to the heads of households
only, and'ouly one permit will be issued to an individual.
(¢) Permittees are regtricted to the use of no more than 350 feet
of g1ll net and sale of fish taken pursuant to these permits {is prohibited.
These fishing activities shall be restricted to waters adjacent to the
reservations of the Bad River and Red CIiff bands.

(4) The harvest quotas established herein shall be allocated to

individual commercial fishing licensees in accordance with section NR

25.07.

SECTION 7 - Section NR 25.07 is repealed and recreated to read:

NR 25.07 IndividuaL iicensee catch quotas, (L) Lake Superior. (a)
The allotment of catch quotas as established in NR 25.06 to individuals
holding licensgs authorizing commercial fishing on Lake Superior shall
be, pending the establishment of criteria by the Lake Superior commercial
fishing board and upon application in accordance with sub. (3), as
follows:

1. Each commercial fisher licensed under s, 29.33, Stats,, shall
receive an individual quota of 2,200 pounds of lake trout; except

2. Each such licensed fisher who fishes with means of pound or trap
nets only shall receive a quota of lake trout in the amount of 1,600
pounds.

3. Whenever that quantity of lake trout allocated in sub, 1 and 2

exceeds the total allowable commercial harvest individual allocations shall

be vreduced on a pro rata basils,




SECTION 6 = Section NR 25,06 1z amended to. read;

NR 25.06 Quotas. (1) Lake Superior lake trout harvest quotas. (a)
The total allowable annual harvest of lake trout by commercial methods
during the open season in Wisconsin waters of Lake Superior shall be

determined, by the natural resources board based upon recommendations

from the department, the U.S. fish and wildlife service and the Great
Lakes fishery commission subdeet 2o econfirmation by the natural veseurses
beard.

(b) The total allowable commercial harvest for any license year
shall not exceed 100,000 pounds of lake trout.

{b3(c) That quantity of lake trout to be harvested by non-Indian
licensed commercial fishers from the waters of Lake Superior shall not
exceed 40% by weight of the total annual alldwable.commercial harvest.
The tewtal queta ahail be divided emomng licemsed commemetal fishevsr
itndividuat quotas shail be speeified 4n permite iosued for she uee -
of commeretal Fishing sesr purswant te WR 28+87+ Sueh gquotas shail
be baged em the bype of fishing gear enmployed omd shell censditute
am allieowed fneidental ecatehr

€e)(d) Eligible members of the Red Cliff and Bad River bands of Lake
Superior Chippewas as determined by the respective tribal councils may
harvest under permits issued by their respective tribal councils 40% of
the annual allowable commercial harvest of lake trout from Wisconsin
waters of Lake SQperior. Coples of said permits will be provided Eo the
department at the time of issue,

€43 (e) The department reserves 20% of the total annual allowable
commercial harvest of lake trout to be used for special aggessment

purposes. Harvest shall be under contract with the department. Licensed
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(2) Lake Michipan. (a) The allotment of catch quotas as established in - -
NR 26.06 to individuals holding licenses authorizine commerelal fishing on
Lake Michigan and Green Bay shall be by the Lake Michigan commercial filshing
board upon application in accérdance with sub. (3) and the following criteria:

1. Chubs. a. Lake Michigan chub permits shall be {ssued to all applicants
mecting the following criteria:

1) Presently licensed commercial fishers;

2) Ownership of a boat of 35 feet in overall length or longer:

3) The bbat must be equipped with a powered net lifter.

b. All fishers meeting the criterfa Iin subd. a. are eligible for entry
upon application with the following limitations;

1) No more than 1/3 of the annual chub quota shall be harvested during the .
months of July, August and September,

2y No more than 1/3 of the annual chub quota shall he harvested durinp the
months of October, November and December.

3) No more than 1/3 of the annual chub quota shall be harvested during the
months of April, May and June,

4) No more than 5% of the total quota may be taken by any one vessel or
licensee during the license year.

¢. Weekly reports on forms provided by the department shall be required
of each permit holder,

d. The department shall notify all permit holders to cease fishing upon
receipt of information that 907 of the 3-month quota has been harvested except
that all nets in the water shall be lifted and fish therein harvested.

e. The quota for the followling 3-month period shall be adjusted based

on the actual reported catch of the previous 3-month period.
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(3) Applications for idndividual license year catch quotas shall be made
on forme provided by the department and filed with {t as designated on those
forms no later than March 1) preceding the license year for which a quota is
requasted; except appllcations for the remainder of the 1978~1979 license
vear and the 1979-1980 license year for Lake Michigan individual quotas shall
be filed in a manner as directed by the Lake Michigan commercial fishing
board by certified letter to all commerclial fishers on Lake Michigan licensed
under s. 29.33} Stats.

(4) The harvest quota established by the department from which individuals
may be allotted quotas shall not Include that poundage reserved for assessment
purposes ian NR 25.06,

(5) Individual catch quotas determined and Issued in accordance with
this section shall be 1ssued on a llcense year basis and be valid only during
the open season for the species of fish subject to a harvest quota and only
for so long as the applicant holds a valid license authorizing commercial
fishing in the waters to which the applicant's quota applies.
| {6) Individual catch quotas may not be transferred to another valid
licensee authorized to engape in_cémmercial fishing in the waters to which
the applicant's quota applies without review and approval of the commercial

fishing board which allotted the quota to the applicant.
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SECTION 8 = Section NR 25.08 1z amended to read:

NR 25.08 Restricted areas and legal commercial fishing gear. (1)

Ineveduetdonr The following are legal commercial fishing gear 4a
ehe cuttying waters when used in aecovdenee with the previastens ses

foreh 4n this ehapter the manner provided and areas designated.

(2) Lake Michigan and Green Bay. (&) Gill nets mey be used
| under permié ondy!
1. Gill.nets with a mesh gize equex o ov lese of not more than 1~
3/4" stretch measure may be used for the taking of smalt only.

2. G111l nets with a megh size of 2-3/8" to 2-1/2" stretch measure

may be used in the water of southern Green Bay only,

3. Gill nets with a mesh size of 2-1/Z" to 2-3/4" stretch measure

may be used 4w these watews except such nets may not be used for the

taking of chubs in those waters of Lake Michigan north of a line

ruaning due east from the entrance of Kewaunee Harbor and in northern

Green Bay.

4. G1ill nets of 2-3/4" stretch measure or less shall not exceed 60

meshes in depth.

5. G111 nets with a mesh size of 4" to 4-1/2" stretch measure in

the waters of southern Green Bay for the taking of rough fish and

northern pike in water less than 30 feet in depth from May 20 to March

9, except during the closed season for whitefigh. Such nets shall not

exceed 30 meshes in depth.

§+6. G111 nets of mesh size exceeding 4~1/2" stretch measure.and less
than 6-1/2" stretch measure may be used only in the waters of Green Bay
and of Lake Michigan north of a line running due east Erqm the red
navigational buoy marking the entrance of Baileys Harbor. ‘Such gill
nets shall not exceed 30 meshes in depth, except 1/2 can be 50 meshes'

deep.
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6v7. Gill nets with a mesh size of not less than 6-1/2" stretch
measure and not more than 12 meshes deep msy be used for taking rough

fish except during the closed seasona for whitefish and vellow perch,

as defined in sectiem 29+-01£3)y Wiav beaas,
7+8, The maximum amount of gill nets of &~3#3% 4" stretch mesh or

larger to be employed by any one permitsee commercial fishing licensee

shall not exceed 12,000 lineal feet in the water at any one time.
Baeh licensce may have only ome permié for eaeh gear &ype in effcat

at any one £imer

9. Gill nets used in open water shall be lifted a minimum of once

every 24 hours, except nets fished for chubs in waters deeper than 30

fathoms a minimum of once every 120 hourg, Gill nets fished under the

ice shall be lifted a minimum of once every 48 hours.

(b) Entrapping nets ané scines may be uacd under permit éaiy¢i

1. Pound nets may bhe used im these waterss hewavery ne peound
nets may be used only when set, placed or operated in not more than 80
feet of water. All pound nets shall be removed from the water or shall
have the fish holding or pot portion thereof rendered inoperable at the
end of the open season for whitefish, said nets to remain inoperable
during the closed season.

2. Trap nets may be used 4m these watews only when the pot is

set, placed or operated in not more than 80 feet of water except during

the closed season for whitefish. Such nets shall be removed from the

waters prior to the closed season for whitefish.

3. Drop and fyke nets may be ueed im these woetess, except during

the closed season for vellow perch.
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4, Seines not less tham 75 feet in length with a mesh size of not
less than 3 inch stretch measure mey be used ta these watewe,

5. Each licensed commercial fisher shall not employ more than 12
pound nets and not more than 30 drop or fyke nets, that qumber to be the
maximum number of cribs or pots authorized.

6. Trap and pound nets shall be lifted a minimum of once every 120

bhours,

7. Drop and fyke nets shall be lifted a minimum of once every 7

bhours.

il

{ey Trawla may be used under permit oniyr
tv(c) Trawls mey be used in the waters of southern Green Bay and in
Lake Michigan south of a line extending due east from the Sturgeon Bay
coagt guard station.
arl. In southern Green Bay trawls may be used only for the taking of
fish for which there is no minimum size limit. Trawls may not be used

south of a line from the southernmost point of Little Tail Point to the

Green Bay entrance light or in waters less than 24 feet deep.

br2. In those waters of Lake Michigan, except restricted areas,
wherein trawling is permitted, wieh the eneeption ef reserve watersy
trawls may be used for the taking of fish for which there 1s no minimum

size limit except those species for which an allowable harvest limit

has been established. WNot to exceed one percent of the catch from each

trawl esteh cast by weight may be composed of fish which are considered

legal in other commercial fishing gear.

e+3. Trawls may be used in restricted areas veserve waters to harvest

rough or detrimental fish only. Trawling pursuant to this subsection

shall not commence until 72 hours have elapsed following acknowledged
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notification of department. Rermits for sweh use o0f evewls shald

esntain prewistons Operations must be halted when determined by the

department to be necessary to protect recently planted fish and concentrations
of 1llegal fish.

{4 im the weatera of hake Michigan a;d Green Bay ne persem shall
sed ov 1ife any commeredal fishing pear exeept seinesyverawisy and
pound nets whieh ave szet 4n weter tess tham 15 feet im depihy during
the pewrtod of 143 hour afeer sunset te :{2 heur befere sumnriser

(3) Lake Superior. (a) Gill nets:

£€a}1. Gill nets with a mesh size of not more than 1-3/4" stretch
neasure may be used st any &ime,

€b>2. G1ll nets with a mesh size of not less than 2-3/8" and not more
than 2-3/4" gtretch measure and not to exceed 35 meshes in depth may
be used in depths of water from 2 to 15 fathoms and 35 fathoms and
deeper. G1ll nets of this mesh size and not to exceed 60 meshes deeﬁ
may be used provided the bottom maitre cord or lead line shall not be
nearer than one fathom to the bottom of the lake,

€e>3. G111l nets with a mesh size of over 2-3/4" and not more than 3"
stretch megsure from November 15 through March 31 emiy wmder pewmit.

£d>4, G111 nets with a mesh gize of not less than 4-1/2" stretch
measure and not more than 30 meshes in depth may be used eniy under
permiey and only from December 1 through September 30. No nets may be

set in grid 1409 and within cone mile of the mainland shore from the last

Friday in May through the first Monday in September, No nets may be set

within one mile of the Madeline Island shoreline in grids 1309, 1310,

and north of the LaPointe dock in grid 1409 on the northwest side of the

igsland; within one mile of the south half of the shoreline of Hermit

island from January 1 through March 31.
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4va. Each licensed fisher may use not more than 10,000 feet of such
nets at depths less than 55 fathoms.
2vb. Each licensed figher may use not more than 20,000 feet of such
nets in depths of more than 55 fathoms.
££) Gednes ever 75 feet 4m lengeh and erawis may be used only

under permiéy

€g>5. G1ill nets being set and lifted through ice cover muse shall be
lifted ne lesa often them g minimum of once eaeh 5 nighes every 120
hours. Gill nets usad in open water in 15 fathoms or less mweé¢ shall be
lifted ne }esa ofiten ther a minimum of once esek 3 nighes every 72
hours; in 16 to 34 fathoms me less séten theam a minimum of once eeeh

5 mights every 120 hours; in 35 fathoms and deeper ne lesa eoftem

them a minimum of once eaed every 10 nights.
(e}&hl Entrapping nets mey be used emiy under permier:

1. Entrapping nets may be usedy 1f placed, or operated in waters of
not more thaﬁ 80 feet.

2. Each licensed flsher may use not more than 10 such nets, that
number to be the maximum number of cribs or pots authorized.

3. Entrapping nets wmuse shall be lifted me iess eften tham a
minimum of ouce eaeh every 40 7 nights.

4, Entrapping nets may be set, placed, or operated only under

permit in that part of Lake Superior east of the harbor entrance at

Cornucopia extending to the mouth of the Bad River in Ashland County and

including all of the Apostle Islands area,

(¢) Purse geines, seinesg, and trawls may be used for the taking of

£1sh for which there is no minimum size limit.

22,
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1. Not to exceed one percent of the catch from each geine haul or

trawl cast by weight may be compogsed of fish which are congidered legal

in other commercial fishing gear.

(4) No nets of any kind except entrapping nets and seines used for

the taking of rough or detrimental fish or emtrapping gear used for the

taking of whitefish or gill nets fished for rough fish under contract

may be used, set, placed or operated in the following waters of Lake

Michigan:
(a) All waters of Lake Michigan and Green Bay within one~half mile

from any harbor, pier or breskwater or one-fourth mile from the mouth of

any navigable stream flowing into Lake Hichiggg_gg Green Bay.

(b) All waters of Lake Michigan within one-half mile from the

shoreline of Ozaukee, Milwaukee, Racine and Kenogha counties.

(c) All waters in the following bays or harbors in Door county:

Sturgeon Bay, including Sawyer's Harbor, Little Sturgeon Bay, Riley's

Bay, Egg Harbor, Fish Creek Harbor, Eagle Harbor, Bailey's Harbor,

Moonlight (Mud) Bay, North Bay, Rowley's Bay, Washington Harbor,

Jackson Harbor, Detroit Harbor, West Harbor and Engleson Harbor, all as

described in section 29.015, Stats,

(d) All waters of Lake Michigan or Green Bay within one~quarter

mile of any shoreline in Door, Kewaunee, Manitowoc, and Sheboygan counties.

(e) That portion of southern Green Bay lying south or east of

&
line commencing at the silo west of Little Sturgeon Bay on 87°35'W in

the SE 1/4 SE 1/4 section 33, township 28 north, range 24 east, thence

northeasterly 7.75 statute miles on a 54° bearing through the bell buoy

off Sherwood point and 0,37 statute miles beyond to 44°55'N, then due

east on 44955'N, 2.75 statute miles to the shoreline in section 12,

township 28 north, range 25 east.
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(£) That portion of southern Green Bay lying north or east of &

line commencing ac the end of Ogden street In the city of Marinette and

running southeasterly to the most southwesterly point of Seagull Bar,

thence along the shoreline of Seagull Bar to the public boat landing

located in section 16, township 30 north, range 24 east, Marinatte

county.
(g) That portion of southern Green Bay lying south and west of a

line following the south shore of Longtail point to where the navigation

channel intersects 44°35'N, thence southerly along the west shore of the

navigational channel for 3.5 statute miles to the Wiscongin public service

Pulliam plant outlet on the west bank of the Fox river,

(h) That portion of southern Green Bay lying south of s line extending due west

from the mouth of the Red river at LuU°4O'N, 87°45'W, from November 1 to the following

May 19, except that gill nets in accordance with this chapter may be used to take

whitefish in these waters,

f a line extending from

(1) That portion of southern Green Bay lying south

the village of Red Banks in NWSWk, section 29, township 25 north, range 22 east

weaterly on & bearing of 277° to the point at which it intersects the Green Bay

navigational channel at a bell buoy at 4U°37'N, 87°56'W, thence northwesterly on

a bearing of 328° to the point immediately adjoining Little Tail point at L4°LO'N

thence due west to the shoreline from September 1 to the following May 19, except

thet gill nets in accordance with this chapter may be used to take whitefish in

these waters.

(5) Lake Superior permits. (a) No nets of any kind except those under permit
for the taking of rough or detrimental fish or entrepping gear also under permit
used for the taking of whitefish may be used, set, placed or operated in the

following waters of Lake Superior:

1. Allouez bay, Superior bay, St. Louis bay, the St, Louis river

and Chequamegon bay beginning at the Houghton point signal light

proceeding in a southerly direction following the mainland shoreline to
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the city of Ashland and continuing along to Cheguamegon point and on

across the cut, if present; rhence along the south or west shore of

Long Island, thence westerly to the Houghton point light, the place of

beginning.

2. All waters in Lake Superior within one-quarter mile of any

harbor, pier or breakwater from April 15 through November 30 or from the

mouth of any stream flowing into Lake Superior,

3. Within one mile of the mainland shoreline beginning at the point

on the mainland shore at which an east-west line intersecting the

southern the southern end of Bagswood Island touches the shoreline and

extending southward along the mainland shore to the reserve waters of

Cheauamegon bav.

(b) Permits shall be issued in a manner aud contain such provisions

and conditions as will assure the development and protection of the fish

resources in Lake Superior, . A , . .
(6) The net 1ifting requirements of this seééion shnil applyAexcept dﬁring

extreme adverse weather conditions which would place a fisher in danger of sericus

injury or death.

SECTION 9 - Section NR 25,12 is renumbered to be Section NR 25,09 o ]
SECTION 10 ~ Section NR 25.10 is repealed and recreated to read: . =

NR 25.10 Handling of 1llegal fish. All 1llegal fish taken during
commercial fishing operations on the outlying waters shall be immediately
returned to the water, except that a department employe on board a
vessel or otherwise accompanying f[ishers engaged in such commercial

fishing operations may retain illegal fish taken,

-

SECTION 11 -~ Section NR 25,11 is renumbered to Section NR 25,15

SECTION 12 - Subsections NR 25.13(3)(a) and (b) are renumbered to be

Subsections NR 25.11(1) and (2).
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SECTTON 1% - Section NR 25,14 is renumbered to NR 25,12 and is amended

to read:

NR 25.12 Hepezea avnd imapeeeteomas Commercial fishing reports, (1)

All commercial fishing reports shall be signed by the commercial fishing

licensee under whoge license the fish were taken.

€3> (2) On or before the 10th day of each month each person licensed
pursuant to section 29.33, Stats., or fishing as an eligible member of
the Red Cliff and Bad River bands of Lake Superjor Chippewas, shall
report Eor‘the preceding calendar month to the department in writing on
forms provided for this purpose byvsaid department all such information
relative to their fishing activities as may be deemed necessgary by the
department for management of the fishery, and to prevent depletion of
the fish supply.

£3} Gonditions intended o agsure full preceetien of the f£ishery

shatr 4nelude reasenabie vight eof imspeetion of ail f£ishing epevations
condueted puwsuant to this ehapeer for purpeses of obeatining infermatienm

necessary <e mamege the fisherys

SECTION 18 - Section NR 25.16 is renumbered to NR 25.13 and is amended

to read:

NR 25.13 Gemtraband Movement of gill nets. <3 Alt mets possessed

er used 4n vielasien of ehis chapter ave tllezml nud eonsrabandr Hueh
rets may be seized and held subiect te the evder of the eeurt whenevesr
found 4n amy prohibited waters or en any vessels; deoeky weely or fishinmg
premises wherein peggsessien may be prohibieed by this ehapters Any
aueh contrabend net oy netsy se found shall be deemecd suffiedent

evidenee of the uae pf sueh net or nets by the ownewy ewnersy ov
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seperatora theveofsy whe shell be ocubjeee to the same penaléiesn as
provided for other offemmes mentieoncd 4n this echapteys
{Q}LLL Whenever any se¢ of gill nets in outlying waters shall
kake catch 1llegal fish of any species in an amount equal to more than
104 by weight of ehe that total catch, the entira quantity of legai
fitak 4n thae R4fe shall be confiscaved along with {en centedmers
end the nets shall be eensidered eonevabemd unleas immediately removed
from the water. Such nets may not be reset, placed, replaced or operated

during the same day unless ehey all parts of the nets are either moved a

distance of at least 2 3 miles or to a depth such that no part of the
net 1s less than 2 5 fathoms greater than or less than that at which

they were found to exceed the 107 figure aiiowed fnetdental ecateh,

SECTION 1§ - Section NR 25.17 is renumbered to Section NR 25.14 and is
amended to read:

NR 25.14 Possession of fishing equipment. {e}(l) No licensed
conmmercial fisher or any member of the crew or any person aboard the
boat shall have in possession any game fish or sport angling equipment
while operating commercial fishing gear or while traveling to or from
the operation of such gear in any of the outlying waters.

(2) No person shall have in posseasion any commercial fishing gear
while on the outlying waters unless in possession of a valld eemmereiai

£4shing license issued pursuant to section 29.33, Stats. or pp otherwige

authorized by the department,

£33 ¥e peraser exeept lieenscd ecommereial fisheres and authovised

net deatewrs shell have in pesseseien er under eomnired et any time

27.
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aay tvemmely #4ld op hesp nmeby o7 any ether lkind of nety metey ey
£4ah evep that mizhe eakey eateh ov kill fieh 4mn Aohlend; Bavftelds
Beugine or Irewn eountteny eeept minmew nees and minnew evapay legal
neta fer the spere harvest of whiteftoh and edaeco dip meksy erab
treps end tursle trapa as pesvided by administrative ruter uniese
suel nets ave sealed wieh loeking semls by the depavementy

£4} Ne pezaen shall have im peseessien itm or op the waters of
bakte Miehigan oy Greeam Bay any gill nees wieh a mesh greater than 2-344Y
styreteh measure unless having first cbeained and hae on histher pevsen
& vatdid permit for the use of sueh nets apd 48 im oy on the watews

designared 4n the permits

SECTION 16 ~ Section NR 25.16 is created to read:
NR 25,16 Severability. Should any section or portiom of this
chapter be declared invalid or unconstitutional for any reason, the

remainder of the chapter shall not be affected thereby.

The foregoing rules were approved and adopted by the State of Wisconsin
Natural Resources Board on April 26, 1979,
The rules contained herein shall take effect upon publication as

provided in section 227.026, Stats.

Dated at Madison, Wisconsin E(N_Mj

STATE. OF WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

O, N M

o Anthonymg. Earl,~Secretary

1979

(SEAL)




