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State of Wisconsin \ DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
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Anthonv S. Earl 
Secretarv 

BOX 7921 
MADISON, WISCONSIN 53707 

IN REPLY REFER TO: ____ _ 

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETINGS: 

I, Anthony S. Ear1, Seeretary of the Departmentof Natural Resourees 

and eustodian of the offieia1 reeords of said Department, do hereby eertify 

that the annexed eopy of Natural Resourees Board Order No. ES-16-80 was du1y 

approved and adopted by this Department on August 21, 1980. I further eertify 

that said eopy has been eompared by me with the origina1 on fi1e in this 

Department and that the same is a true copy thereof, and of the whole of 

such original. 

/.- ( 

(SEAL) 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have 
hereunto set my hand and affixed 
the offieia1 seal of the Depart
ment at General Exeeutive Faei1ity 
#2 in the City of Madison, this 
~t1I day of October, 1980. 

h.L 
S. Ear1, Seeretary 

THIS IS 100% RECYCLED PAPER 
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CREATING RULES 
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IN THE HATTER of creating chapter NR 28, 
Wiseonsin-Administrative Code pertaining 
to wild plants - ginseng 
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Analysis Prcpared by Department of Natural Resourees 

Chapter NR 28, Wis. Adm. Code, is designed to implement Chapter 157, Laws 
of 1979 (reviBed s. 29.547, Stats.). Chapter NR 28 contains specifications 
relating to applieations for and issuanee of lieenses for wild ginseng harvestern 
and dealers, reports required of wild ginseng dealers, and certifieation of 
out-of-state shipments of Wiseonsin-grown wild ginseng. These are all new 
licenses and procedures; the harvest of wild ginseng has previously been 
unregulated. The rules also seek to elarify the inspection authority of the 
department which is neeessary to assure the propriety of report s required 
under s. 29.547, Stats. Reports must ba compared with inventory of the 
~eporting dealer. 

A dealer's lieense is not neeessary for persons purchasing 8 ounces or 
les8 of ginseng annually. This permits a person to buy small amaunts of 
ginaeng for private use without the need for purehasing a ginseng dealer's 
license. 

PurBuent to the Buthority vested in the State of Wisconsin Natural Resourees 

Board by section 29.547, Niseonsin Statutes, created by Chapter 157, LGUS of 

1979, sud section 227.014, Wiscousin Statutes, the State of Wiscousin Natural 

Reeourccs Board hereby creates rules interpreting sectian 29.547, WiDeonsin 

Chapter NR 28 

WILD PLANTS 

NR 28.01 Definitions 
NR 28.02 Scope and applicability 

NR 28.03 Ginseng licenses 
NR 28.04 Severability 

NR 28.01 Definitions. As used in this chapter and in s. 29.547, Stats.: 



(1) "Delllerl! meana any person engaged in the purchase of more than 8 

ounees of wild ginseng annually. 

(2) "Department" means the Wiseonsin department of natural reeourees. 

(3) "Ginseng" means the roots, seeds or other parts of American ginseng 

(Panax quinquefolium or Panax quinquefolius). 

(4) IIGreen ginseng" means a ginseng root from whieh the moisure has not 

been removed by drying. 

(5) "Harvest" means eutting, gathering, rootiog up, severiog, injuring, 

destroying, removing or carrying away any wild plant or parte thereof. 

(6) "Own land" means ownership interest in property by deed or land 

contract. 

2. 

(7) "Transaction" means purehase, gift, exchange or sale of wild ginseng. 

NR 28.02 Scope and app1ieabi1ity. This chapter contains rules neeessary 

to implement 9. 29.547. State,. and operate in conjunetion with that statute 

to govern the hervest, transportation, poasesaion, processing or sale of 

certalu wild pl&uts. 

NR 28.03 Ginscng Iieenses. (1) Iscu~nce. (a) Departrnent action. The 

department chall issuc wild ginseng harvest licenses and \'Jlld glnseng dealer's 

in s. 29.547, Stats. 

(b) Appliestions. 1. Content. Wild ginseng harvest licenses and dealer's 

lleenses shall be iGsucd upon filing of an application aeeompunled by the 

appropriate license fee, and bearing: 

a. The appIleant'a signature; 

b. The appIleent" residenee and post office address; 

e. A description of the applieant; 
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d. A statement thLt the applieant hns complied with all of the laws 

rcgulating tha iRBuance and purehase of the liccusa applied for; and 

e. Sueh other facts as may be required by the department. 

3. 

2. Free harvest Ileense. App1ieations for a free harvast lieense under 

8. 29.547, State., must contain a description to the quarter seetian, township 

and r~nge of the property where the applieant's wild ginseng harvest will oecur. 

(2) Harvest lieense. (a) Valid period. A harvest lieense shal1 be valid 

for and authorize the taking of wild ginseng during the period beginning 

August 15 and ending November 1. both dates inelusive. 

(b) Sales by harvesters. Wild ginseng harvested in a lawful manner and 

with a valid harvast lieense may be saId by the lieansee at any time. 

(3) Dealer's license. All persons purehasing mare than 8 ounees of wild 

ginseng annua1ly, ineluding those persans aeting as agent or employe of a 

lieensed dealer, must passese a wild ginaeng denler's lieense in their own 

name. 

(4) Dc~lcr'~ rccordc. (~) R0~uire~cnt8. E2ch liccnsed wild giD~e"g 

cnch ,~:nd [in:Jercs trcrlccction. l'hic rc(:ord ch:,ül he 0"": f01:'ms provtded by 

the depnrt~cnt ~nd shall bc ~ept intRet for D perfod of 3 y~nr8 ofter the 

(b) Purehaee rccordc. The denler'ü reeord of eaeh wild ginseng purchase 

Ehn11 inelude: 

1. D~tc of purehase; 

2. Hllme Dnd evIdteES of sellel'; 

3. Harvest lfccnGc number or dealer'n license numi:>er of seller; 

4. Dry weiEht of wild gineeng root purehascd; 



ES-16-80 4. 

5. Name of the county where purchaeed giussng was harvasted if purchased 

from a licensed harvester; and 

6. Such additional inforroation as may be requested by the departroent. 

(c) Sa1es records. The dealerts record of each sale sha11 inelude: 

1. Date of· sale; 

'2. Name and address of buyer; 

3. Dry weight of wild ginseng roots sold; 

4. Year in which ginseng sol d was harvested; and 

5. Such additional information as may be requested by the department. 

(d) Semi-annua1 report. A report of all transactions must be made to 

the department every 6 months by each 1icensed wild ginseng dea1er on forms 

provided by the department. Such reports must be submitted to the depart

ment by July 10 during the 1ieense year and by January 10 following the end 

of the lieense year. 

(e) Certificstion of ahiproents. Shipments of wild ginseng to points 

outside the state of visconsin must bc aecompsuied by a certificsta of state 

of origin. Such certificate shall be based upon the dealerts purchese 

records and made by the dealer on forms provided by the department. A copy 

of Bach shipping certificate cha11 be kept by dealers as part of their sales 

records. 

(5) Inspection. (a) License, Any license issued under and punmant 

to s. 29.547, Stats., and this section shall be carried on the person of 

the licensee and shown to the department or its agents upon request. 

(b) Recorda. Records required to be maintained Dr Bubmitted pursuant 

to s. 29.547, Stats., and this section shall be produced for inspection up on 

request of the department or its agents. 
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(e) Inventory. Deülers of "lild ginseng upon request of the department 

or its agents shall make available for inspeetion all wild ginseng in their 

possession or under their eontrol for purehases of eonfirming proper reeord 

maintenanee or submiesion pursuant to e. 29.547, Stata., and this section. 

Note: Application forms for lieenses, shipping eertifieates and 

repor~ing forms under this chapter may be obtained without charge from the 

License Seetion, Department of Natural Reaourees, Box 7921, Madison, WI 53707. 

NR 28.04 Severability. Should any section or portion of this ehapter 

be declared invalid or uneonstitutional for any reason, the remainder of 

the ehapter shall not be affected thereby. 

The foregoing rules were approved and adopted by the State of Wiseonsin 

Natural Resourees Board on August 21, 1980. 

The rules contained herein ehall take effeet upon publication as 

provided in seetion 227.026(1) intro., Wiseonsin Statutes. 

STfiTE OF WISCONSIN DEPARTHENT OF NATUP~L RESOURCES 

fJNt 
By ________ ~r---------~--__ -----------4~-------------

Ear1, Secretary 

(SEAL) 



• 

State of W isconsin \ D EPA R T M E N T 0 F N A T U R A L R E S 0 U R e E S 

October 15, 1980 

Mr. Or1an L. Prestegard 
Revisor of Statutes 
411 West 
C A P I TOL 

Dear Mr. Prestegard: 

Anthonv S. Earl 
Secretarv 

BOX 7921 
MADISON, WISCONSIN 53707 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 1020 

~
~.~~ ~.:~i~~J~(~y~~n.·r~r·.l~. .I il ! 

. ~ ~ OCT 1 5 1980 U 
")'~VISGiQl- ? 1.\ 'IJ'/ ~,' 

aUlREAU 

Ene10sed are two eopies, ine1uding one eertified eopy, of State of Wiseonsin 
Natural Resourees Board Order No. ES-16-80. These ru1es were reviewed by 
the Assembly Committee on Environmental Resourees and the Senate Committee 
on Natural Resourees and Tourism pursuant to s. 227.018, Stats. There were 
no eomments. 

You wi11 note that this order takes effeet 'upon pub1ieation. Kind1y pub1ish 
it in the Administrative Code aeeording1y. 

\cerek 
An~s. Earl 
Seere ry 

Ene. 

THIS IS 100% RECYCLED PAPER 


